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General Director Anthony Freud continues to inspire our organization with his dynamic 
creativity and clarity of future vision. Sir Andrew Davis is one of the world’s great music 
directors, combining artistic leadership with brilliance on the podium. And Creative 
Consultant Renée Fleming contributes her gravitas both on and off the stage, and also a 
seemingly inexhaustible stream of ideas, including a wide range of programming that she not 
only initiates, but in which she frequently participates. This remarkable triumvirate positions 
Lyric at the forefront of the international opera scene.

Thanks to them and the entire company, we enjoyed an extraordinary nine-opera season 
(you will find casting and production details later in this report). Making an impressive 
debut was Lyric Unlimited, the company’s new community engagement initiative, which 
also encompasses Lyric’s already-established education programs. And Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s Oklahoma! came sweeping into the Civic Opera House as the exuberant 
first entry in our American Musical Theater Initiative. In 2012/13, fifteen percent more people 
attended Lyric performances than in the previous season, including an extraordinary 27,000 
people who experienced Lyric for the first time ever.

The season also marked the culmination of a vital and extensive strategic-planning process 
that was initiated in 2011 by Lyric’s Board leadership and senior management team. The 
result is a shared vision entitled Breaking New Ground – a new long-term strategy and 
implementation plan that was unanimously approved by Lyric’s Board of Directors. The plan 
redefines what it takes for Lyric to be the great 21st-century opera company. Based on Lyric’s 
core beliefs in artistic excellence, relevance, and fiscal responsibility, Breaking New Ground 
charts the course by which, while recapitalizing the company balance sheet, we can achieve 
our strategic goals and vision over the next two decades.

I firmly believe that Lyric has the committed human talent not only to survive in the future, 
but to thrive. There are so many remarkable individuals who care about this organization! 

Two shining examples are Susie and Dick Kiphart—volunteers, leaders on two Lyric boards 
and several others, and philanthropists—who received the 2012/13 season’s Carol Fox Award, 
Lyric’s highest honor. 

Further, we have an outstanding staff led by Anthony Freud. I thank them all for their 
incredible work, including senior directors Drew Landmesser, Brent Fisher, Mary L. Selander, 
Susan Mathieson Mayer, Gianna Rolandi, Dan Novak, Andreas Melinat, Nick Martin, Chris 
Jabin, Alexandra Day, Cayenne Harris, and Kelley Ahuja. We are particularly grateful to 
Gianna Rolandi, who this season ended her enormously productive seven-year tenure as 
director of The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center.

On the volunteer front, every Lyric board and support group demonstrated a level of 
commitment and enthusiasm that continues to make Lyric the envy of not-for-profit 
organizations nationwide. I am proud to serve on the Board of Directors with a truly 
outstanding group of men and women who exemplify the term “civic leadership.” I salute the 
creativity and hard work of our Women’s Board, Guild Board of Directors, Ryan Opera Center 
Board of Directors, Chapters and the Chapters’ Executive Board. Of special note this season 
was the Women’s Board fundraiser that celebrated Oklahoma! And I’m pleased to report that 
there is increasing involvement from the younger demographic, thanks to our Lyric Young 
Professionals, whose membership and activity calendar continues to grow. 

Finally, please know how grateful we are to each and every one of you. As contributors and 
opera lovers, you are the core, vital players in Lyric’s heath and success. I thank you on behalf 
of Lyric’s artists, staff, company members, and boards. With your support we will maintain this 
company’s stature as not only one of the crown jewels of Chicago cultural life, but also one of 
the most respected and celebrated opera companies in the world.

Kenneth g. pigott
President and Chief Executive Officer 

p r e s i d e N t ’ s  l e t t e r

The 2012/13 season generated momentum on all fronts – in its artistic 
achievements, its innovative programming that reached new publics 
in both the Civic Opera House and a variety of communities, and in 
advancing new strategic initiatives with ever-increasing involvement on 
the Board level.
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We can all take great pride in our company’s glorious past. But we are living through times 
of massive change—social, political, economic, technological—that affect virtually every 
aspect of our lives. For Lyric to fulfill its potential as a truly great 21st-century opera company, 
we must embrace this new world, considering carefully how to take advantage of the new 
opportunities and challenges, including how we do business. We must examine how our art 
form has changed and is evolving, and how opera companies such as ours can best relate to 
their communities. Maximizing the depth and breadth of cultural service we provide to our 
community is the core reason for Lyric’s existence.

For the past 18 months, our organization has undertaken an intensive strategic planning 
process, including redefining Lyric Opera’s vision and mission. Inherent in that process is the 
need to consider both our proud past and our ambition to build on that success as we move 
further into the new millennium. Producing world-class opera at the highest artistic level for 
the largest number of people is, and will remain, at the heart of what we do. 

Every opera performance should provide a viscerally exciting, thought-provoking, entertaining 
experience for our audience. Achieving that goal depends on our choice of repertoire and 
the artistic teams we assemble to interpret that repertoire. Singers, conductors, designers, and 
directors are all part of the greater whole. Our wonderful chorus, orchestra, and Ryan Opera 
Center singers are also a vital part of that excellence; everything they perform during the 
season enriches the ongoing development of their remarkable artistry.  

The 2012/13 season clearly demonstrated that multifaceted excellence. We produced a 
stimulating range of operas, encompassing everything from popular masterpieces (La 
Bohème, Rigoletto) to recently created pieces (A Streetcar Named Desire). Three great 
German works were included; Elektra, Hansel and Gretel, and one of the most demanding 
pieces for any opera company, Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg. Bringing Werther back to 
Lyric for the first time in 30 years was important because, in addition to presenting core 

masterpieces, we must also offer lesser-performed works as well as new and recent works.  
Simon Boccanegra is another example—a great piece that is infrequently performed. I consider  
it one of Verdi’s supreme achievements, so I was happy that we presented it along with his  
ever-popular Rigoletto. Don Pasquale provided delightful comic relief to an otherwise very 
serious program of operas.
 
It is always exciting to include contemporary American repertoire as part of a Lyric season, 
and we did so with A Streetcar Named Desire, André Previn’s superb adaptation of Tennessee 
Williams’ famous play. Lyric presented many world-renowned stars in 2012/13, among them 
Johan Botha, Joseph Calleja, Ildebrando D’Arcangelo, Ferruccio Furlanetto, Thomas Hampson, 
Ana María Martínez, James Morris, and Bo Skovhus. We welcomed the Lyric debuts of such 
stellar international artists as Andrzej Dobber, Christine Goerke, Sophie Koch, Željko Lučić, 
Anna Netrebko, and Albina Shagimuratova. And we celebrated an impressive number of Ryan 
Opera Center alumni who have emerged as major singers internationally—including Elizabeth 
DeShong, Maria Kanyova, Quinn Kelsey, Amanda Majeski, Susanna Phillips, and Matthew 
Polenzani.

Renée Fleming was a shining presence in the season, both in her role as Creative Consultant 
and as a great artist. She brought her amazing talent to our stage in A Streetcar Named Desire as 
Blanche DuBois, a role created for her by André Previn that has been a landmark in her career. 
She was also heard with her renowned colleague and great friend, Susan Graham, in a delectable 
all-French recital of duets and chansons.  

Another presence of incomparable importance was our Music Director, Sir Andrew Davis, who 
displayed his virtuosity and range of interpretive skills in an enormous variety of repertoire.
 
Thanks to the launch of Lyric Unlimited, the 2012/13 season was unique: for the first time, we 
dramatically broadened the range of activity in our season and as a result, our demographic 

g e N e r a l  d i r e c to r ’ s  l e t t e r

What makes a great 21st-century opera company? It’s a concept I’ve 
been thinking about and discussing since my appointment as Lyric’s 
General Director in 2011. Lyric is one of the world’s great opera 
companies, with a rich 59-year history full of achievements that 
substantiate that claim.

anthony freud
General Director



reach. Lyric produced its first-ever sold out family event, Popcorn and Pasquale. This 
was followed by the first fruits of what we hope will be an ongoing relationship with The 
Second City: the more-than-sold-out January 5 performance at the Civic Opera House, 
starring Renée Fleming and Sir Patrick Stewart. In turn, this inspired the reinvention of our 
performing space by the creation onstage of a cabaret theater, with performances of The 
Second City Guide to the Opera running for four fantastic weeks in June. 

Equally vital to Lyric Unlimited was the multifaceted mariachi opera project, Lyric’s first-ever 
collaboration with the Chicago Latino community. Not only did this involve the Midwest 
premiere of Cruzar la Cara de la Luna at the Opera House and in the Waukegan and Pilsen 
communities; we also went to schools, community venues, and cafés with a wide variety of new 
activities. 

Then came Oklahoma!—the spectacular launch of our new American Musical Theater 
Initiative. Our five-year commitment to the works of Rodgers and Hammerstein is a core 
element of our artistic vision. These masterpieces deserve to be seen alongside great 
operatic repertoire, and the resources that Lyric Opera brings to their presentation can 
enable audiences to enjoy them in new, exciting ways. More than half the audience for 
Oklahoma! had never before attended a Lyric performance! 
 
My colleagues and I are passionate about what we do. We believe in the transformational, 
revelatory power of live opera, and that it is also the very best form of entertainment. Our 
ability to reach the largest number of people in the broadest range of ways, take artistic 
risks, broaden our repertoire, and intensify our commitment to community engagement, 
all depend on our financial strength and security. Lyric’s history of fiscal responsibility 
has resulted in our operating in the black for 25 of the past 26 years, a record among the 
country’s performing arts organizations. Thanks to your individual contribution, and the 
generosity of our extensive base of supporters, I’m delighted to report that Lyric had a 
break-even operating performance for fiscal year 2013. We surpassed our $22.6 million 
fundraising goal and achieved ticket revenue of $26.7 million—$1.6 million higher than for 
the previous season.
  
I am as proud of this as I am of Lyric’s extraordinary artistic accomplishments over the past 
fiscal year. 
 
Thank you. 

Photo Credit: Dario Acosta

Music Director Sir Andrew Davis took the company and Lyric Opera Orchestra to new heights in the four 
productions he conducted: Elektra, Simon Boccanegra, Werther, and Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg. 
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c r e at i V e  c o N s U lta N t ’ s  M e s s a g e

After another outstanding season at Lyric, I continue to be thrilled and inspired by the 
creativity and accomplishment of this dynamic company. Seeing so many projects come 
to fruition, and working with such talented colleagues, I am prouder than ever to be part 
of the Lyric family. Our adventurous collaboration with another great Chicago institution 
on The Second City Guide to the Opera expanded our footprint in the community, and it 
was a joy to introduce my friend Sir Patrick Stewart to the Lyric stage.

renée fleming
Creative Consultant

r e N é e  f l e M i N g  i N i t i at i V e 
s p o N s o r s
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. John V. Crowe
The Crown Family
Mr. and Mrs. J. Thomas Hurvis
Richard P. and Susan Kiphart
John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols
Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Vance

Photos, left to right:

Sir Patrick Stewart, Renée Fleming and Second City cast  
members Tawny Newsome and Joey Bland at the curtain call  
of the wildly successful The Second City Guide to the Opera. 
Damian Woetzel and Renée Fleming, National Cultural  
Advisors, at Perez Elementary School. 

Susan Graham and Renée Fleming perform at the  
Subscriber Appreciation Recital. 

Renée Fleming teaches John Irvin at a Ryan Opera Center 
Master Class. 

Photo credit: Andrew Eccles   

s U B s c r i B e r  
a p p r e c i at i o N  r e c i ta l

Soprano: Renée Fleming 
Mezzo-Soprano: Susan Graham
Piano: Bradley Moore
One Performance: Jan. 24

Working with the young artists of the Ryan Opera Center confirms my belief that we have 
the brightest rising stars in Chicago. Groundbreaking education initiatives, including our Vocal 
Partnership program and work with the new CPS Arts Plan, will insure that Lyric is a vital part 
of the city’s investment in our children.  
 
As the creators of Bel Canto continue their remarkable work, (which will premiere in 2015/16) 
every page I see tells me that an opera of beauty and originality, a lasting contribution to the 
operatic canon, is in store. I look forward to the future knowing that our efforts at Lyric Opera will 
keep our beloved art form thriving, relevant, and appreciated, in Chicago and around the world.
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Dr. and Mrs. Tapas K. Das Gupta
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 Rolandi Davis
Renée Fleming
Anthony Freud and Colin Ure
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Susan M. Miller
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projected english titles
Lloyd E. Rigler - Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation
 
season preview concert
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Erika and Dietrich M. Gross

Julie and J. Thomas Hurvis

Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan
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Bartok, Bluebeard’s Castle
Berg, Wozzeck
Boito, Mefistofele
Britten, Billy Budd
Britten, Peter Grimes 
de Falla, El Amor Brujo
Donizetti, Don Pasquale
Donizetti, L’elisir d’amore
Donizetti, Lucia di Lammermoor
Donizetti, Maria Stuarda
Giordano, Andrea Chénier

B r U N o  B a r to l e t t i
June 10, 1926 – June 9, 2013

Giordano, Fedora
Janáček, Katya Kabanova
Janáček, The Makropulos Affair
Leoncavallo, Pagliacci
Mascagni, Cavalleria rusticana
Monteverdi, L’incoronazione di Poppea
Mussorgsky, Boris Godunov
Mussorgsky, Khovanshchina
Offenbach, Les contes d’Hoffmann
Penderecki, Paradise Lost (world premiere)
Ponchielli, La Gioconda

Bruno Bartoletti was a giant in Lyric’s history, nurturing and developing 
the fledgling company when he first joined Lyric in 1956, and 
overseeing its artistic and musical growth. By the time he retired as 
artistic director in 1999, Lyric was recognized around the world as one 
of the great opera companies. He continued to actively enjoy the fruits 
of his achievements until 2007, when he conducted the company for 
the last time. Bruno’s contribution to Lyric was unique in its importance 
and longevity, and his death truly marks the end of an era.
 — Anthony Freud, General Director

Prokofiev, The Fiery Angel 
Prokofiev, The Gambler
Prokofiev, The Love for Three Oranges
Puccini, La bohème 
Puccini, La fanciulla del West
Puccini, Gianni Schicchi
Puccini, Madama Butterfly
Puccini, Manon Lescaut
Puccini, La rondine
Puccini, Suor Angelica
Puccini, Il tabarro

Puccini, Tosca 
Puccini, Turandot
Rossini, Il barbiere di Siviglia
Rossini, Tancredi
Saint-Saëns, Samson et Dalila
Shostakovich, Lady Macbeth of Mtsensk
Smetana, The Bartered Bride
Strauss, Elektra
Strauss, Salome
Tchaikovsky, Eugene Onegin
Verdi, Aida

Verdi, Attila
Verdi, Un ballo in maschera
Verdi, Don Carlo
Verdi, I due Foscari
Verdi, Macbeth 
Verdi, Nabucco
Verdi, Otello
Verdi, Rigoletto
Verdi, Simon Boccanegra
Verdi, La traviata
Verdi, Il Trovatore  

operas conducted by Bruno Bartoletti at lyric opera of chicago
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l e a d  s p o n s o r : cosponsors: 
an anonymous donor
at&t
Baker tilly Virchow Krause, llp
James N. and laurie Bay 
christine and paul Branstad family foundation
rhoda l. and henry s. frank
greg and ann Jones & family
 

With additional funding by:
Music performance and film funds
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1  alan held and Kristin carlson Vogen
2  anita Medina tyson and Jill grove
3  James l. alexander and christine goerke
4  roger honeywell and Marlys a. Beider 
5  gael Neeson, stefan edlis, and emily Magee 
6  thomas hampson and howard gottlieb
7  roger and Julie Baskes and ferruccio furlanetto

8  randy l. and Melvin r. Berlin
9  Matthew polenzani and harold hartshorne, Jr. 
10  ildebrando d’arcangelo and sonia florian
11    Maxine and W. James farrell
12  elizabeth and david graham, sophie Koch, david and orit carpenter
13   Mr. and Mrs. J. christopher reyes  
14  roberta Washlow, Marlis petersen, and robert Washlow
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Strauss’s Elektra
Generous sponsors for this new production are 
The Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable 
Trust, The Elizabeth Morse Charitable 
Trust, the Abbott Fund, Marlys A. Beider, 
and Stefan Edlis and Gael Neeson.

Verdi’s Simon Boccanegra
Lyric Opera presentation generously made 
possible by an Anonymous Donor, Roger and 
Julie Baskes, and Randy L. and Melvin R. 
Berlin.

Massenet’s Werther
New Lyric Opera coproduction generously 
made possible by Harold Hartshorne, Jr., an 
anonymous Donor, Mr. and Mrs. W. James 
Farrell, and Sidley Austin LLP.

Donizetti’s Don Pasquale
Lyric Opera presentation generously made 
possible by the NIB Foundation, Mr. and 
Mrs. J. Christopher Reyes, and roberta L. 
and Robert J. Washlow.

Humperdinck’s Hansel and Gretel
Lyric Opera coproduction originally made 
possible by The Vance Family Fund, with 
additional funding from BP America Inc. Revival 
generously made possible by ITW, Susan B. 
and Nicholas Noyes and Make It Better 
Media, and the Earl and Brenda Shapiro 
Foundation.

15  Maria Kanyova and susan B. Noyes  
16 ruth ann M. gillis and Joseph calleja
17  Jill grove, adele Martel, Ward stare, and roland Martel
18 Brenda shapiro and her family with elizabeth deshong 
19 ana María Martínez, dale connelly, and donna Van eekeren
20 Margot lakonishok, elizabeth futral, and 
 Josef lakonishok Anna Netrebko and Joseph Calleja in La Bohème
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Puccini’s La Bohème
Lyric Opera presentation generously 
made possible by Donna Van Eekeren 
Foundation, Exelon, Margot and Josef 
Lakonishok, and the Mazza Foundation.

Wagner’s Die Meistersinger von 
Nürnberg
New Lyric Opera coproduction generously 
made possible by the Kenneth L. Harder 
Trust, Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross, 
Whitney and Ada Addington, Irma 
Parker, and the Estate of Howard A. 
Stotler. 

Verdi’s Rigoletto
Lyric Opera production originally made 
possible by the NIB Foundation and Jim 
and Vicki Mills/Jon and Lois Mills.  Revival 
generously made possible by Jim and Kay 
Mabie, Sylvia Neil and Daniel Fischel, and 
Helen and Sam Zell.

Previn’s A Streetcar  
Named Desire
New Lyric Opera production generously 
made possible by The Hurvis Charitable 
Foundation and Kirkland & Ellis LLP, 
with additional funding from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
Oklahoma! 
New Lyric Opera production generously 
made possible by The Davee Foundation, 
an Anonymous Donor, Robert S. and 
Susan E. Morrison, The Negaunee 
Foundation, Northern Trust, Mrs. 
Herbert A. Vance and Mr. and Mrs. 
William C. Vance, and Jim and Vicki 
Mills/Jon and Lois Mills.

15  Maria Kanyova and susan B. Noyes  
16 ruth ann M. gillis and Joseph calleja
17  Jill grove, adele Martel, Ward stare, and roland Martel
18 Brenda shapiro and her family with elizabeth deshong 
19 ana María Martínez, dale connelly, and donna Van eekeren
20 Margot lakonishok, elizabeth futral, and 
 Josef lakonishok 

21 Michael Minieka, Mary Jane rubinelli, anna Netrebko,  
 and Joseph o. rubinelli, Jr
22 Johan Botha, scott and Karen harder
23 amanda Majeski, erika and dietrich M. gross, and tanja chevalier
24 Bruce and Nancy payne with Bo skovhus
25 Whitney addington and James Morris
26 david portillo and irma parker

27 Jim and Kay Mabie
28 daniel fischel and sylvia Neil
29 helen Zell, albina shagimuratova, and  
 giuseppe filianoti 
30  tom hurvis, renée fleming and Julie hurvis
31   anthony freud, linda Myers, and susanna phillips
32 Jana schreuder and John cudia 

33 susan e. Morrison, emily Morrison, curtis holbrook,  
 steven Krall, and robert s. Morrison
34 richard colburn, gemze de lappe, and ted chapin
35 the davee foundation with gary griffin
36 carol and William Vance and ashley Brown
37 tari Kelly and lois and Jon Mills

Matthew Polenzani and Sophie Koch in Werther

2 1 2 2 2 3 2 4

2 5 2 6 2 7 2 8 2 9

3 0 3 1

2

3 2 3 3

3 73 63 53 4
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Elektra
B y  r i c h a r d  s t r a U s s
(In German with projected English texts)

N e W  p r o d U c t i o N “…a superb new production by david McVicar that rendered 
Strauss’s 1909 masterpiece with an edge-of-your-seat 
theatricality that proved almost unbearable in its intensity…
christine goerke revealed a colossal dramatic soprano of an 
incisive, intensely feminine quality…Goerke’s triumph aside, the 
ultimate star of the evening was the Lyric Opera Orchestra 
under conductor sir andrew davis.”  
– Mark Thomas Ketterson, Opera News

Jill Grove, Christine Goerke, and Lyric Opera Chorus 

seven performances:
Oct. 6, 10, 13, 19, 22, 26, 30.

Conductor:  Sir Andrew Davis
Director: Sir David McVicar
Set and Costume Designer: John Macfarlane
Lighting Designer: Jennifer Tipton
Chorus Master: Martin Wright
Choreographer: August Tye
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Fight Director: Nicolas Sandys
Projected Titles: Colin Ure
 
cast:  
Christine Goerke, Emily Magee, Elizabeth Bryrne, Tracy Cantin, 
Rebecca Nash, Emily Birsan, Kiri Deonarine; Jill Grove, J’nai 
Bridges, Cecelia Hall, Victoria Livengood/Yvette Smith (Oct. 13); 
Roger Honeywell, Bernard Holcomb; Jason Stearns; Alan Held, 
Kenneth Nichols.

geNeroUs 
spoNsors 
for this NeW 
prodUctioN 
are

Marlys a. Beider stefan edlis and gael Neeson

Christine Goerke

10 LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO
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Simon  
Boccanegra
B y  g i U s e p p e  V e r d i
(In Italian with projected English texts)

thomas hampson “is at the height of his acting and 
characterization powers.”  
— Andrew Patner, Chicago Sun-Times

“ferruccio furlanetto was a towering presence, both  
vocally and dramatically....He held the stage with his big, 
imposing bass.”  
— John von Rhein, Opera Magazine

Thomas Hampson and Lyric Opera Chorus

Simon Boccanegra was produced in association with the 
Royal Opera House, Covent Garden, London. 

Conductor:  Sir Andrew Davis
Director: Elijah Moshinsky
Set Designer: Michael Yeargan
Costume Designer: Peter J. Hall
Lighting Designer: Duane Schuler
Chorus Master: Martin Wright
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Fight Director: Nicolas Sandys
Projected Titles: Francis Rizzo
 
cast:  
Krassimira Stoyanova; J’nai Bridges; Frank Lopardo, 
Bernard Holcomb; Thomas Hampson, Quinn Kelsey; 
Ferruccio Furlanetto, Evan Boyer. 

eight performances:
Oct. 15, 20, 24, 28, 31; Nov. 3, 6, 9.

geNeroUsly 
Made possiBle 
By aN aNoNyMoUs  

doNor

randy l. and Melvin r. Berlinroger and Julie Baskes

Ferruccio Furlanetto

2012/13 11
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Werther
B y  J U l e s  M a s s e N e t
(In French with projected English texts)

“…timeless and universal in resonance (but definitely not your 
grandfather’s Werther)...Polenzani delivered a triumph.” 
 —John von Rhein, Chicago Tribune

“sir andrew davis...is in his element here....The color, nuance, 
and poetry of the orchestral playing are first-rate.”  
—Dennis Polkow, New City

Matthew Polenzani and Sophie Koch

Lyric coproduction with the San Francisco Opera Association. 

Conductor:  Sir Andrew Davis
Director: Francisco Negrin
Set and Costume Designer: Louis Désiré
Lighting Designer: Duane Schuler
Chorus Master: Martin Wright
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Projected Titles: Francis Rizzo
 
cast:  
Kiri Deonarine; Sophie Koch, Cecelia Hall; Matthew Polenzani, 
John Irvin; Craig Verm, Philip Kraus, Will Liverman;  
David Govertsen.
 
six performances:
Nov. 11, 14, 17, 20, 23, 26.

geNeroUsly 
Made possiBle 
By 

Mr. and Mrs. W. James farrellharold hartshorne, Jr. 

Matthew Polenzani and Sophie Koch

N e W  p r o d U c t i o N

aN aNoNyMoUs  
doNor
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Don Pasquale
B y  g a e ta N o  d o N i Z e t t i
(In Italian with projected English texts)

“…ildebrando d’arcangelo, a true thoroughbred as a singer, 
who impersonated the aged, avaricious lover with gusto.”  
—Marta Tonegutti, L’Opera

“With a stellar cast and skillful direction that gracefully 
blends the comedy and bel canto vocalism, Lyric’s winning 
Don Pasquale proved completely delightful.”  
—Lawrence A. Johnson, Chicago Classical Review

Lyric Opera Chorus

Production owned by The Dallas Opera.

Conductor: Stephen Lord
Director: Sir Thomas Allen
Set and Costume Designer: Jean-Pierre Ponnelle
Lighting Designer: Christine Binder
Chorus Master: Martin Wright
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Projected Titles: Francis Rizzo
 
cast:  
Marlis Petersen; René Barbera, Bernard Holcomb; 
Corey Crider; Ildebrando D’Arcangelo.
 
six performances:
Nov. 25, 28; Dec.  6, 8, 10, 15.

geNeroUsly 
Made possiBle 
By 

Mr. and Mrs. J. christopher reyes roberta l. and robert J. Washlow

Marlis Petersen and Ildebrando D’Arcangelo

N e W -to - c h i c a g o  p r o d U c t i o N

2012/13 13
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Hansel and Gretel
B y  e N g e l B e r t  h U M p e r d i N c K
(In German with projected English texts)

“Given the uniformly excellent cast, along with superb 
music and stage direction, the performance was fresh and 
exciting…The title characters are outstanding…Casting  
Jill grove as the witch was an inspired decision… 
Ward stare’s attention to the details in the pit matched  
the nuances onstage.”   
—James L. Zychowicz, Seen and Heard International 

Elizabeth DeShong, Jill Grove, and Maria Kanyova

Lyric coproduction with the Welsh National Opera.

Coproduction originally made possible by The Vance Family 
Fund, with additional funding from BP America Inc. 
 
Conductor: Ward Stare 
Original Production: Richard Jones
Director: Eric Einhorn
Set and Costume Designer: John Macfarlane
Lighting Designer: Jennifer Tipton
Children’s Chorus Master: Emily Ellsworth
Original Choreographer: Linda Dobell
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten 
 
cast:  
Maria Kanyova, Julie Makerov, Emily Birsan, Kiri Deonarine; 
Elizabeth DeShong, Jill Grove; Brian Mulligan. 
 
Nine performances:
Dec. 7, 12, 14, 16; Jan. 8, 11, 14, 17, 19.

reViVal 
geNeroUsly 
Made possiBle 
By

the earl and Brenda shapiro 
foundation

susan B. and Nicholas Noyes 
and Make it Better Media

14 LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO
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La Bohème
B y  g i a c o M o  p U c c i N i
(In Italian with projected English texts)

“anna Netrebko has beauty, voice, and charisma to burn…
Joseph calleja earned the torrent of applause he received…
emmanuel Villaume paced the music with a veteran opera 
maestro’s feel for the ebb and flow of élan, animation and 
sentiment that make Puccini Puccini.”  
—John von Rhein, Chicago Tribune

Joseph Lim, Andrea Silvestrelli, Joseph Calleja, Anna Netrebko, and Lucas Meachem

Production owned by the San Francisco Opera Association. 

Conductor: Emmanuel Villaume 
Director: Louisa Muller
Set Designer: Michael Yeargan
Costume Designer: Walter Mahoney
Lighting Designer: Duane Schuler
Guest Chorus Master: Ian Robertson 
Children’s Chorus Master: Josephine Lee
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Projected Titles: Francis Rizzo
 
cast:  
Ana María Martínez/Anna Netrebko (March), Elizabeth 
Futral; Dimitri Pittas/José Luis Duval (Feb 7)/Joseph Calleja 
(March), Bernard Holcomb; Lucas Meachem, Joseph Lim, Will 
Liverman; Dale Travis; Andrea Silvestrelli, Evan Boyer.  
 
eleven performances:
Jan. 21, 24, 27; Feb. 2, 7; March 9, 12, 15, 18, 22, 28.

geNeroUsly 
Made possiBle 
By 

Margot and Josef lakonishokdonna Van eekeren foundation Mazza foundation

Ana María Martínez and Dimitri Pittas

N e W -to - c h i c a g o  p r o d U c t i o N

2012/13 15



16 LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO

    

B y  r i c h a r d  W a g N e r
(In German with projected English texts)

“…five and a half hours short, due first and foremost to Lyric 
musical director andrew davis, whose Wagner is luminous, and 
to the original concept of Scottish director David McVicar…”   
—Nancy Malitz, Chicago on the Aisle

“ the Lyric Opera Orchestra played gloriously....The chorus  
sang with magnificent power, well-blended polish and 
sensitivity...” —Lawrence A. Johnson, Chicago Classical Review

James Morris and Lyric Opera Chorus

Lyric coproduction with Glyndebourne Festival Opera and San 
Francisco Opera Association. 
 
Conductor: Sir Andrew Davis
Original Director: Sir David McVicar
Revival Director: Marie Lambert
Set and Costume Designer: Vicki Mortimer
Original Lighting Designer: Paule Constable
Lighting Designer: Jeremy Turnbull
Guest Chorus Master: Ian Robertson
Choreographer: Andrew George
Ballet Mistress: August Tye
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Fight Director: Nicolas Sandys
Projected Titles: Ian Julier
 
cast: 
Amanda Majeski; Jamie Barton; Johan Botha, David Portillo, David 
Cangelosi, Joseph Hu, John Irvin, Joel Sorensen; Bo Skovhus, Daniel 
Sutin; James Morris, Darren Jeffery, David Govertsen, Sam Handley; 
Dimitry Ivashchenko, Evan Boyer, Andrea Silvestrelli.

seven performances:
Feb. 8, 12, 16, 20, 23, 27; March 3.

geNeroUsly 
Made possiBle 
By 

Kenneth l. harder trust irma parkerMr. & Mrs. dietrich M. gross Whitney and ada addington

Die Meistersinger  
von Nürnberg

Amanda Majeski and Johan Botha

N e W  p r o d U c t i o N

16 LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO
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Rigoletto
    

B y  g U i s e p p i  V e r d i
(In Italian with projected English texts)

“...Crisply paced,...generally gorgeously sung revival of the 
company’s handsome production....This presentation offers 
some impressive Lyric debuts, including...Russian soprano 
albina shagimuratova,...utterly luminous as Gilda.”  
—Wynne Delacoma, Chicago Sun-Times

Andrzej Dobber and Albina Shagimuratova

Lyric Opera production originally made possible by the NIB 
Foundation and Jim and Vicki Mills/Jon and Lois Mills. 

Conductor: Evan Rogister
Director: Stephen Barlow
Set Designer: Robert Innes Hopkins
Costume Designer: Jane Greenwood
Lighting Designer: Duane Schuler
Guest Chorus Master: Ian Robertson
Choreographer: August Tye
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
Projected Titles: Francis Rizzo

cast: 
Albina Shagimuratova/Kiri Deonarine (March 20), Emily 
Birsan, Tracy Cantin; Nicole Piccolomini, J’nai Bridges; 
Giuseppe Filianoti, John Irvin; Andrzej Dobber/Željko Lučić 
(March 14-30), Todd Thomas, Joseph Lim; Evan Boyer. 

ten performances:
Feb. 25; March 1, 4, 7, 10, 14, 20, 23, 27, 30.

reViVal 
geNeroUsly 
Made possiBle 
By

Jim and Kay Mabie sylvia Neil and daniel fischel helen and sam Zell

Željko Lučić

2012/13 17
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“renée fleming’s intense commitment, Brad dalton’s 
direction, a largely strong cast, duane schuler’s lighting 
wizardry, Johann stegmeir’s effective period costuming and 
a good connection between conductor evan rogister and 
the score and orchestra make this a…moving performance.” 
—Andrew Patner, Chicago Sun-Times

Teddy Tahu Rhodes and Renée Fleming

Conductor: Evan Rogister
Director: Brad Dalton
Costume Designer: Johann Stegmeir
Lighting Designer: Duane Schuler
Wigmaster and Makeup Designer: Sarah Hatten
 
cast:  
Renée Fleming, Susanna Phillips; Jane Bunnell; Anthony 
Dean Griffey, Dominic Armstrong, Andrew Bidlack; Teddy 
Tahu Rhodes. 
 
four performances:
March 26, 29; April 3, 6.
  

geNeroUsly 
Made possiBle 
By 

with additional funding from the  
National endowment of the arts

the hurvis charitable foundation 

Susanna Phillips

B y  a N d r é  p r e V i N
(In English with projected English texts)

A Streetcar  
Named Desire

s p e c i a l  p r e s e N tat i o N  a N d  ly r i c  p r e M i e r e

18 LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO
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geNeroUsly 
Made possiBle 
By 

the davee foundation
Mrs. herbert a. Vance
an anonymous donor
the Negaunee foundation

Oklahoma! “There has to be an entry for ‘Yee-HA’ in the critic’s lexicon, or there’s no adequate word for the 
stylish, funny, handsomely sung production of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Oklahoma! at Lyric.” 
—Lawrence B. Johnson, Chicago on the Aisle

“Of historical import in the Lyric’s Oklahoma! is the recreation of choreographer Agnes de Mille’s 
original 1943 dances by 91-year-old gemze de lappe.”  —Scott Morgan, Daily Herald

sixteen performances:
May 4, 5, 8*, 9, 10, 11*, 12, 15*, 16, 17, 18*, 19. (*matinee and evening)

Conductor: James Lowe
Director: Gary Griffin
Set Designer: John Lee Beatty
Costume Designer: Mara Blumenfeld
Lighting Designer: Christine Binder
Sound Designer: Mark Grey
Chorus Master and Assistant Conductor: Valerie Maze
Original Choreographer: Agnes de Mille
Choreographer: Gemze de Lappe
Associate Choreographer: Victor Wisehart
Sound Engineer: Lilly West
Western Skills Consultant: Kevin McKillip
Projected Titles: Derek Matson

Cast: 
Ashley Brown 
John Cudia 
Tari Kelly
Curtis Holbrook
David Adam Moore/
    Paul La Rosa 
Paula Scrofano
Usman Ally
Matt DeCaro
Andrea Prestinario

Mr. and Mrs. William c. Vance robert s. and susan e. Morrison Vicki and Jim Mills/Jon and lois Mills

Exclusive Corporate Sponsor

By richard rodgers aNd oscar haMMersteiN ii

John Cudia and Ashley Brown Curtis Holbrook

John Cudia, Ashley Brown, and Lyric Opera Chorus.

ly r i c  o p e r a  p r e M i e r e  &  N e W  p r o d U c t i o N

2012/13 19
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1

lyric Unlimited: a New initiative 

 Among the most highly anticipated projects was the Midwest premiere 
of the world’s first mariachi opera, Cruzar la Cara de la Luna, presented in 

partnership with the National Museum of Mexican Art. The April 7 performance 
at the Civic Opera House, featuring the world-famous Mariachi Vargas de 

Tecalitlán, sold out weeks in advance. More than half the audience comprised first-
time Lyric ticket-buyers. Lyric Unlimited then presented Cruzar with Mariachi Aztlán 

at Pilsen’s Benito Juárez Community Academy and Waukegan’s Genesee Theatre, 
reaching substantial new audiences. Cruzar exemplified a central goal of Lyric Unlimited: 

developing new collaborations with a variety of cultural and community organizations.

Another groundbreaking project united Lyric with The Second City, Chicago’s famed improv 
comedy company. The brainchild of Lyric Creative Consultant Renée Fleming, The Second City 

Guide to the Opera rocked the opera house on January 5, co-hosted by Fleming and legendary 
actor Sir Patrick Stewart. Lyric covered the orchestra pit and set up extra seats to meet ticket demand! 

The show’s overwhelming popularity led to a month-long cabaret-style run onstage in June.
 

Lyric Unlimited also presented the company’s first-ever family program, Popcorn & Pasquale, a specially 
adapted version of Donizetti’s Don Pasquale, to introduce children ages 5-12 and their families to the world of 

opera in a fun and easily accessible way. The full-to-capacity audience journeyed through selected songs and 
scenes (performed by the stars of Lyric’s main stage Don Pasquale performances), watched a set change, and 

received a printed program with take-home activities. 

The 2012/13 season marked the inaugural year of Lyric Unlimited. 
Building on Lyric’s longstanding education programs, the company 
established this new initiative to provide a relevant cultural service to 
communities throughout the Chicago area, including communities for 
whom opera and opera companies have been largely irrelevant. 

More than 130,000 children and adults participated in 

Lyric Unlimited programs during this first year.

1

2
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lyric ope r a of c hicago



2012/13 21

A partnership with the greater chicago food depository during the run of Humperdinck’s 
Hansel and Gretel brought awareness to the issue of hunger, an important theme of the opera. 
Lyric patrons donated more than 1,500 pounds of food that provided 1,202 nutritious meals to to 
Chicagoans in need.

arts advocacy is an essential component of Lyric Unlimited. When Mayor Rahm Emanuel unveiled 
Chicago’s new Cultural Plan and Arts Education Plan for the Chicago Public Schools in October at 
Perez Elementary School, Lyric’s Renée Fleming joined fellow national cultural advisors Yo-Yo Ma and 
Damian Woetzel to lend support at the press conference and also to engage students in musical activities. 
In February, Fleming teamed up with Lyric Opera and the CPS Office of Arts Education to present the first 
initiative of the Arts Education Plan, An Arts Liaison in Every School. 
 
Lyric Unlimited presented the company’s well-established education programs throughout Chicago. More than 
20,000 students (grades 3-6) experienced an abridged English-language version of Mozart’s The Magic Flute 
through opera in the Neighborhoods (oiN). A special OIN performance was presented at Lurie Children’s 
Hospital, in collaboration with the Lyric Opera Women’s Board and Lurie’s Founders Board. operaKids, a program 
of in-school residencies led by Lyric Opera teaching artists, engaged students (grades 1-6) in arts and literacy learning. 
student Backstage tours (grades 3-12) welcomed more than 3,000 students from 58 schools to 20 North Wacker Drive, 
for a glimpse behind the scenes in a world-class opera company. teen opera circle and college opera circle provided 

in-depth, guided study of operas, plus access to selected dress rehearsals. Students (grades 6-12) enjoyed 
full-length performances of Hansel and Gretel, A Streetcar Named Desire, and Oklahoma!. More than 

7,800 college students developed a taste for opera through Next, an online program enabling college 
students to attend performances for just $20. (Many former Next members have become faithful 

subscribers!) Lyric continued its partnership with the Merit School of Music and plans to expand the 
program to include more schools. preseNted By

The 
Second City Guide  
To The Opera

“This new collection of sketches, staged with vigor by Billy 
Bungeroth, is masterful in the way it rides the line between 

catering to Lyric regulars (who will issue ‘bravos’ in very 
specific composer references) and opera newbies, who 

are amply served by bits about bad audience behavior 
and opera excesses.” —Kris Vire, Time Out Chicago

3

4

6
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prograM spoNsors

commentaries 
Patrick G. Ryan and Shirley Welsh Ryan
 In Honor of their Parents

discovery series
Katherine A. Abelson Education Endowment Fund

general support
Anonymous (2)
Allstate
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Baxter International, Inc.
BNSF Foundation
BNY Mellon
Helen Brach Foundation
The Jacob & Rosaline Cohn Foundation
Nancy Dehmlow
Envestnet
Dan J. Epstein Family Foundation
Grainger Foundation
Mrs. Thomas A. Kelly
Donald Peck
Charles and M.R. Shapiro Foundation, Inc.

Cruzar la Cara de la Luna
Lead Sponsor:
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation

Cosponsors:
Anonymous
Maria C. Bechily and Scott Hodes
The Chicago Community Trust
The Chicago White Sox
Goya Foods, Inc.
Ingredion Incorporated
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
The McDonald’s Owners of Chicagoland and  
  Northwest Indiana
Ken Norgan
The Quaker Oats Company
Manny Sanchez and Pat Pulido Sanchez
Mr. and Mrs. Alejandro Silva
Surge Innovations
Walgreens

Next student ticket program
Anonymous  (1)
Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Anderson
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Atkinson, Jr.
The Brinson Foundation
Paul and Amy Carbone
Elaine Frank
Stephen A. Kaplan and Alyce K. Sigler
Komarek-Hyde-McQueen Foundation
NiSource
Nuveen Investments
The Pauls Foundation
Satter Family Foundation
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation

Adult programs included Lyric’s discovery series panel discussions with singers, directors, and 
conductors; pre-opera lectures for more than 30,000 audience members; and community 
lectures for 7,000+ attendees. the senior Matinee enabled nearly 2,000  
Chicago-area seniors to attend the Don Pasquale dress rehearsal through Lyric’s continued 
partnership with the Chicago Department of Senior Services.

The annual free stars of lyric opera at Millennium park concert attracted a capacity crowd 
of 16,000, featuring stars of the Lyric season and current members of The Patrick G. and 
Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center.

Lyric Unlimited now benefits from guidance and oversight from a new board committee, 
chaired by Eric S. Smith of JPMorgan Chase. The committee guides the development and 
implementation of new activities.

Lyric Unlimited has dramatically increased the range and scope of Lyric’s community 
and education projects. In future seasons it will expand already-successful activities, 
and develop additional collaborative ventures that will ultimately transform how Lyric 
embraces the city it exists to serve.

MaJor coNtriBUtors 
58th seasoN – lyric UNliMited  
With Major Support from  
The Hurvis Family Foundation
and generous leadership funding from  
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

a New initiative 

7
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opera in the Neighborhoods
Anonymous 

operaKids
CME Group Foundation
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Nuveen Investments
Polk Bros. Foundation

popcorn & pasquale
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Bulley & Andrews LLC
Joyce E. Chelberg

pre-opera lectures
Mr. and Mrs. Edward O. Boshell, Jr.
Kip Kelley
Robert and Ellen Vladem
Jim and Michele Young

season companion
Susan M. Miller

the second city guide to  
the opera
PNC Bank 

senior Matinee
Buehler Family Foundation
Henrietta Lange Burk Fund,  
 Bank of America, N.A. Trustee
Shirley and Benjamin Gould Endowment Fund
Louise H. Landau Foundation

Lannan Foundation
Dr. Sondra C. Rabin
The Retirement Research Foundation
The Siragusa Foundation
Adam and Harriette Swierz Donor-
 Advised Fund

student Backstage tours
Shirley and Benjamin Gould Endowment Fund
Habitat Corporate Suites Network
Terry J. Medhurst

students at the opera 
Lead Sponsor:
Dr. Scholl Foundation

Additional Funding by:
Anonymous (1)
John and Rosemary Brown
General Mills Foundation
Carol Prins and John Hart
Segal Family Foundation
Bill and Orli Staley Foundation
Mrs. Roy I. Warshawsky

teachers’ professional  
development Workshop
Polk Bros. Foundation

teen/college opera circle
The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund
Robert and Isabelle Bass Foundation, Inc.

“Nothing like the exuberant dazzle of mariachi to explode operatic 
stereotypes...the collaborators tell a moving story with universal appeal...

Not Not the least engaging part of the show is Martínez’s music...all spiced 
by the alluring rhythms and simple harmonies of Martínez’s brilliant mariachi 

musicians.” —John von Rhein, Chicago Tribune

lead sponsor:  the andrew W. Mellon foundation

 

9

10

1. Student Backstage Tours
2. Popcorn & Pasquale
3. Opera in the Neighborhoods
4. Greater Chicago Food Depository drive with Lyric Young Professionals
5. Popcorn & Pasquale
6. Sir Patrick Stewart and Renée Fleming in The Second City Guide to the Opera
7. Opera in the Neighborhoods
8. Teen Opera Circle
9. Student Matinee
10. Mariachi Vargas de Tecalitlán in Cruzar la Cara de la Luna 

Cruzar la Cara de la Luna 
 Performed by Mariachi Vargas de Tecalitlán

By José “pepe” MartíNeZ aNd  
leoNard foglia
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Bravo circle 
($3,500 to $4,999) 
Bessemer Trust 
Robert Bosch Tool Corporation 
Morgan Stanley Wealth Management 
Old Republic International Corporation 
Reed Smith LLP

I N D I V I D U A L ,  F O U N DAT I O N 
A N D  G OV E R N M E N T  
S U P P O R T
platinum grand Benefactor
($50,000 to $99,999)
Anonymous (1)
Katherine A. Abelson and Robert J. Cornell
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
The Brinson Foundation
Janet V. Burch, M.D. and Joel R. Guillory, M.D.
Estate of Elizabeth Capilupo
The Chicago Community Trust
Walter E. Heller Foundation
Illinois Arts Council
Greg and Annie Jones/The Edgewater Funds
The Knowles Foundation
Malott Family Foundation
Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick Family  
 Foundation
Nancy Lauter McDougal and Alfred L. McDougal
National Endowment for the Arts
Frances Newman Trust
Estate of Joan Ruck Nopola
The Pauls Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
H. Cary Ross Trust
Henry J. Witka Trust
Estate of Geraldine Wuester

golden grand Benefactor
($25,000 to $49,999)
Anonymous (7)
The AMD Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Paul F. Anderson
Robert and Isabelle Bass Foundation, Inc.
James N. and Laurie V. Bay
Stephen Beitler
Christine and Paul Branstad Family Foundation
Paul and Amy Carbone
David and Orit Carpenter
The Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
The Chicago Sun-Times Charity Trust/Mr. and  
 Mrs. Michael W. Ferro, Jr.
CME Group Foundation
The Jacob and Marcia Cohn Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Michael P. Cole
Mr. and Mrs. Frank W. Considine

Vinay Couto and Lynn Vincent
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Cozad
Sir Andrew Davis and Lady Gianna Rolandi Davis
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Denny
Drs. George and Sally Dunea
Mark Ferguson and Elizabeth B. Yntema Ferguson
Larry and Barbara Field
Elaine Frank
Rhoda and Henry Frank
Barbara and Richard Franke
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Gidwitz
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Gledhill
Avrum Gray Family
Sue and Melvin Gray
The Harris Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy
Mary Ellen Hennessy
Martha A. Hesse
Howard Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. George E. Johnson
Joseph M. Kacena Endowed Fund
Stephen A. Kaplan and Alyce K. Sigler
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Knight III
Komarek-Hyde-McQueen Foundation/ 
 Patricia Hyde
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. McCullen
Blythe Jaski McGarvie
Mr. and Mrs. Walter L. Mead, Jr.
Susan M. Miller
Allan and Elaine Muchin
Linda K. and Dennis M. Myers
Jeffrey C. Neal and Susan J. Cellmer
Ken Norgan
Margo and Michael Oberman and Family
Ingrid Peters
Mrs. C. G. Pinnell
Harold H. Plaut Trust
Mary and John Raitt Family Foundation
Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation
Collin and Lili Roche
Dr. and Mrs. Ricardo Rosenkranz
Sandra and Earl Rusnak, Jr.
Segal Family Foundation
Barbara and Barre Seid Foundation
Charles and M.R. Shapiro Foundation, Inc.
Rose L. Shure
Bill and Orli Staley Foundation
Cherryl T. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore D. Tieken
Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom
Ed and Sherry Wachs
Estate of Lydia Walkowiak
Mrs. Roy I. Warshawsky
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Weiss
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A R I A  S O C I E T Y
($100,000 and above)
anonymous (8)
abbott fund
ada and Whitney addington
american airlines
elsa e. Bandi trust
Julie and roger Baskes
Marlys Beider
randy l. and Melvin r. Berlin
BMo harris Bank
the Matthew Bucksbaum family
Mr. and Mrs. John V. crowe
the crown family
the davee foundation
stefan edlis and gael Neeson
exelon
Mr. and Mrs. W. James farrell
Julius frankel foundation
elizabeth Morse genius charitable trust
ann and gordon getty foundation
ethel and William gofen
gramma fisher foundation of Marshalltown,  
 iowa
Mr. & Mrs. dietrich M. gross
John r. halligan charitable fund
Kenneth harder trust
harold hartshorne, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. J. thomas hurvis 
itW
Jenner & Block llp
estate of diana t. Jones
JpMorgan chase & co.
richard p. and susan Kiphart
Kirkland & ellis foundation
Nancy W. Knowles
Mr. and Mrs. fred a. Krehbiel
Josef and Margot lakonishok

Jim and Kay Mabie
John d. and catherine t. Macarthur  
 foundation
Make it Better Media
Malott family foundation
Mazza foundation
the andrew W. Mellon foundation
Jim and Vicki Mills/Jon and lois Mills
Mr. and Mrs. robert s. Morrison
the elizabeth Morse charitable trust
the Negaunee foundation
sylvia Neil and daniel fischel
Jerome and elaine Nerenberg foundation
NiB foundation
John d. and alexandra c. Nichols
Northern trust
Mr. and Mrs. William a. osborn
irma parker
suzanne pirie pattou estate
peer pedersen
pNc Bank
J. christopher and anne N. reyes foundation
estate of harry a. root, Jr.
patrick g. ryan and shirley Welsh ryan
estate of Margaret r. sagers
dr. scholl foundation
earl and Brenda shapiro foundation
sidley austin llp
estate of Willis B. snell
estate of Marilyn J. snoble
clarke and adine stayman trusts
lisbeth stiffel
estate of howard a. stotler
estate of dr. paul Urnes
Mrs. herbert a. Vance
Mr. and Mrs. William c. Vance
donna Van eekeren foundation
roberta l. Washlow and robert J. Washlow
helen and sam Zell

CO R P O R AT E  S U P P O R T  
platinum grand Benefactor 
($50,000 to $99,999) 
Aon Corporation 
AT&T 
Baxter International Inc. 
closerlook, inc. 
DLA  Piper LLP (US) 
Graff Diamonds 
Latham & Watkins, LLP 
Nuveen Investments 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 

golden grand Benefactor 
($25,000 to $49,999) 
Anonymous 
Accenture 
Bain & Company 
Robert W. Baird & Company 
Baker & McKenzie 
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause LLP 
Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott LLP
Booz & Company 
Bulley & Andrews LLC 
Catamaran 
Fellowes, Inc. 

Grosvenor Capital Management 
Harris Associates 
Jordan Industries, Inc. 
KPMG LLP 
Mayer Brown LLP 
NiSource 
Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & Flom 
Spencer Stuart 
Stepan Company 
United Scrap Metal, Inc. 
Walgreens 
 
silver grand Benefactor 
($10,000 to $24,999) 
Accretive Health 
Aetna 
BlackRock, Inc. 
BNY Mellon 
Chicago Title and Trust Company Foundation
Goldman Sachs 
Goya Foods, Inc. 
Ingredion Incorporated 
Invenergy 
Jones Lang LaSalle 
Quarles & Brady LLP 
Saks Fifth Avenue 
Smith von Schleicher + Associates 
Takeda Pharmaceuticals 
Underwriters Laboratories 
William Blair & Company 
 
premier Benefactor 
($7,500 to $9,999) 
Amsted Industries Foundation 
Chicago White Metal Charitable Foundation
The Chicago White Sox 
Clark Hill PLC 
Envestnet 
McDonald’s Owners of Chicagoland and  
 Northwest Indiana 
Starshak Winzenburg & Co. 
 
Benefactor 
($5,000 to $7,499) 
Alexander & Alexander, Attorneys at Law 
Allstate 
BBJ Linen 
BNSF Foundation 
General Mills Foundation 
Habitat Corporate Suites Network 
Italian Village Restaurants 
Molex Incorporated 
The Quaker Oats Company 
Sahara Enterprises, Inc. 
Shure Incorporated 
Surge Innovations 
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silver grand Benefactor
($10,000 to $24,999)
Anonymous (4)
The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund
Kelley and Susan Anderson
Edward H. Andrews III
Paul Arndt
L. Robert Artoe
Mrs. Robert H. Bacon
E. M. Bakwin
Paul and Robert Barker Foundation
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Baumgartner, Jr.
Ross and Patricia D. Bender
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen P. Bent
Mr. and Mrs. Merrill E. Blau
Estate of George W. Blossom III
Heidi Heutel Bohn
Mr. and Mrs. Edward O. Boshell, Jr.
Helen Brach Foundation
Betty Bradshaw
Mrs. Edward A. Brennan
Thomas Broadie
John and Rosemary Brown
The Buchanan Family Foundation
Henry M. and Gilda R. Buchbinder
Joy Buddig
Buehler Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Allan E. Bulley, Jr.
Rosemarie and Dean L. Buntrock
Marie Campbell
Joyce E. Chelberg
Marcia Cohn
Ann and Reed Coleman
Lawrence O. Corry
Crain-Maling Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Crawford, Jr.
Rosemary and John Croghan
Dr. and Mrs. Tapas K. Das Gupta
M. Dillon
Edward and Joyce McFarland Dlugopolski
Shawn M. Donnelley and Christopher M. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Douglas
Estate of Carl Dumke
Richard B. Egen
Eisen Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Elden
Dan J. Epstein Family Foundation
Erika E. Erich
Jim and Pati Ericson
Joan and Robert Feitler
Russell W. and Christina Fisher
James and Jennifer Novy
Carl A. and Fern B. Gaensslen Charitable  
 Giving Fund

Mrs. Willard Gidwitz
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence E. Glick
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gordon
David and Elizabeth Graham
Mrs. William B. Graham
The Grainger Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Gray
Mrs. Mary Winton Green
Mr. and Mrs. Louis E. Gross
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Hank
Dr. James and Mrs. Susan Hannigan
The Irving Harris Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Julian W. Harvey
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
Mrs. John C. Hedley
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne J. Holman III
Miriam U. Hoover
Mr. and Mrs. Roger B. Hull
James Huntington Foundation
Capt. Bernardo Iorgulescu, USMC 
 Memorial Fund
Laurie and Michael Jaffe
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar D. Jannotta
Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Jorndt
Kip Kelley
Mr. and Mrs. George D. Kennedy
Patricia A. Kenney and Gregory J. O’Leary
Sanfred and Nancy Koltun
Dr. and Mrs. Mark F. Kozloff
Albert and Rita Lacher
James Lancaster
Lannan Foundation
Arthur B. Logan
Phillip G. Lumpkin
John Mahoney
Jeanne Randall Malkin Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marjan
Robert C. Marks
Mason Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
Margaret McGillivray
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew J. McKenna
Jean McLaren and John Nitschke
Terry J. Medhurst
Frank B. Modruson and Lynne C. Shigley
MRB Foundation
Dawn Clark Netsch
Fredric G. and Mary Louise Novy Foundation
Everett O’Connor Charitable Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Oberlander
Mr. and Mrs. Tom W. Olofson
Pasquinelli Family Foundation
Donald Peck
Seymour H. Persky

Maya Polsky
Charles B. Preacher Foundation
Andra and Irwin Press
Prince Charitable Trusts
Dr. and Mrs. James C. Pritchard
Merle Reskin Charitable Fund
The Retirement Research Foundation
The Rhoades Foundation
Richard and Ellen Sandor Foundation
William C. and Nancy Richardson
Candy and Gary Ridgway
Dr. Petra and Mr. Randy O. Rissman
Roberts Family Foundation
Betsy and Andy Rosenfield
John W. and Jeanne M. Rowe
Joseph O. Rubinelli, Jr.
Richard O. Ryan
Mrs. Robert E. Sargent
Satter Family Foundation
Rodd M. Schreiber and Susan Hassan
Alan Schriesheim and Kay Torshen
Nancy S. Searle
Richard W. Shepro and Lindsay E. Roberts
The George L. Shields Foundation, Inc.
Dana and Dalyne Shinneman
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Lois B. Siegel
Mr. and Mrs. Alejandro Silva
Morris Silverman and Lorie Ann Komisar
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Stark
Dr. Dusan Stefoski and Craig Savage
Penelope and Robert Steiner
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Thomas
Mary A. Tolan
Howard and Paula Trienens Foundation
Tully Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Underwood
Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Van Nice
Howard A. Vaughan, Jr.
Dan and Patty Walsh
Walter Family Foundation
Sally Wasikowski
Kim and Miles D. White
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Willson
Mrs. John A. Wing
Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Wood II
Debbie K. Wright
James and Michele Young
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak and James C. Kemmerer
Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk
Anne Zenzer and Dominick DeLuca

premier Benefactor
($7,500 to $9,999)
Anonymous (3)
John and Ann Amboian
Mr. and  Mrs. Stuart Applebaum
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Atkinson, Jr.
Susann Ball
Robert S. Bartolone
Mr. and Mrs. D. Theodore Berghorst
Lieselotte N. Betterman
Mr. and Mrs. John Jay Borland
Mrs. Walter F. Brissenden
The Butler Family Foundation
Dr. and Mrs. Robert W. Carton
Mrs. Hammond Chaffetz
Mrs. Warren M. Choos
Lynd W. Corley
Mr. and Mrs. Paul T. Cottey
Susan E. Cremin
Jon W. DeMoss
Harvey S. and Sheila Dulin
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Durkes
Sidney and Sondra Berman Epstein
Estate of William J. Evans
Robert F. Finke
The Foster Charitable Trust
Dr. Jorge Galante
Dr. Anthony W. Gargiulo and 
 Mrs. Jane Duboise Gargiulo
Susan J. Garner
Mr. and Mrs. J. Jeffery Geldermann
Mary Ann and Lloyd Gerlach
Virginia and Gary Gerst
George and Maureen Gilmore
Bruce A. Gober, M.D.
Myles C. and Gloria M. Gogan Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Stanford Goldblatt
Helyn D. Goldenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney L. Goldstein
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Goodyear, Jr.
Chester A. Gougis and Shelley Ochab
Dr. Doris Graber
Evelyn C. Gross
Joan M. Hall
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Hay
Katie Hazelwood and Todd Kaplan
Mr. and Mrs. Eric L. Hirschfield
Mrs. Richard S. Holson, Jr.
Dr. Kamal Ibrahim
Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Jaffee
Jan and Bill Jentes
The Morris A. Kaplan and Dolores Kohl Kaplan  
 Fund of theThe Mayer and Morris Kaplan  
 Family Foundation
Susie Karkomi

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Karoly
Nancy Rita Kaz
Mrs. Helen Kedo
Mrs. Thomas A. Kelly
Kate T. Kestnbaum
Mr. and Mrs. T. E. Leonard
Michael A. Leppen
Bernard and Averill Leviton
Dr. and Mrs. Edmund Lewis
Julius Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Ely Lionheart
Jim and SuAnne Lopata
Rodney D. Lubeznik and Susan D. Goodman
Shari Mayes
Mr. and Mrs. James A. McClung
Melvoin Foundation
Egon and Dorothy Menker
Martha A. Mills
Edward and Lucy A. Minor Family Foundation
Martha C. Nussbaum
Mr. and Mrs. James J. O’Connor
Julian and Sheila Oettinger
Monica L. Parry
Barbara and Jerry Pearlman
Mrs. Vernon J. Pellouchoud
Beverly Persky
Dr. Richard and Darlene Prendergast
Carol Prins and John H. Hart
Irene D. Pritzker
John and Betsey Puth
Dr. Sondra C. Rabin
Tom and Karen Rafter
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Reid
Daryl and James Riley
Edgar Rose
Burton X. and Sheli Rosenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. Rouse
Susan and David Ruder
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin C. Salter
George and Terry Rose Saunders
Raymond and Inez Saunders
Mary and Stanley Seidler
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. L. Senior
Eileen Serafine
Mary Beth Shea
The Siragusa Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John R. Siragusa
Patricia Arrington Smythe
The Solti Foundation U.S.
Starshak Winzenburg & Co.
Dorie Sternberg
Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Struthers
Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Stuart, Jr.
Bolton Sullivan Fund
Angela Tenta, M.D.
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Marilou and Henry von Ferstel
William Wartmann
Marilee and Richard Wehman
Frieda and Judd Weinberg
Lynn F. White and Mary Bradford-White
William Wolf and Meredith Bluhm-Wolf

Benefactor
($5,000 to $7,499)
Anonymous (4)
Dr. and Mrs. Kris and Trisha Rooney Alden
Kenneth and Carolyn Aldridge
Mrs. Roger A. Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Brian S. Arbetter
Maria C. Bechily and Scott Hodes
Robert E. Beck
Mark and Judy Bednar
David Quentin Bell
Carol L. Bernick
Inez K. Beucher
Henrietta Lange Burk Fund,  
 Bank of America, N.A. Trustee
Mr. and Mrs. Wiley N. Caldwell
Mrs. Laurence A. Carton
Carylon Foundation
Jane B. and John C. Colman
Francie Comer
The Dancing Skies Foundation
Anne Megan Davis
Thomas Doran
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Drebin
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene F. Fama
James and Deborah Fellowes
Sonja and Conrad Fischer
Renée Fleming
Adrian Foster
Phillip and Norma Gordon
James and Brenda Grusecki
Mrs. Albert C. Hanna
Martin Hanson
Mrs. John M. Hartigan
James E. and Mary Lunz Houston
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Huebner
Reinhardt H. and Shirley R. Jahn Foundation
Regina Janes
Mary Anne Kirchschlager
Annette Kleinman
MaryBeth Kretz and Robert Baum
Louise H. Landau Foundation
Mrs. Samuel T. Lawton, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Lennard
Barbara and Frank Lieber
Laura and Craig Martin
William Mason and Diana Davis

Maura Ann McBreen
James G. and Laura G. McCormick
Thomas J. McCormick
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Milliken
Ruth J. Milner
Mr. and Mrs. Newton N. Minow
David J. and Dolores D. Nelson
Renate P. Norum
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. James N. Perry Jr.
Genevieve Phelps
Karen and Richard Pigott
Harvey and Madeleine Plonsker
J. Timothy Ritchie
Rita and Norman Sackar
Manny Sanchez and Pat Pulido Sanchez
George and Joan Segal
Herman M. and Bea L. Silverstein Foundation
Kit and Bob Simon
Ellen and Jim Stirling
Pam and Russ Strobel
Adam and Harriette Swierz Donor-Advised Fund
Tawani Foundation
Andrea and Mark Taylor
Lawrence E. Timmins Trust
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Tirpak
Ksenia A. and Peter Turula
Gwenyth B. Warton
Michael Welsh and Linda Brummer
Jane B. White

Bravo circle
($3,500 to $4,999)
Anonymous (3)
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Aagaard
Dr. and Mrs. Herand Abcarian
Katherine Abele
Mr. and Mrs. Mychal P. Angelos
Peter and Lucy Ascoli
Benjamin and Patricia Beiler
C. Bekerman, M.D.
Meta S. and Ronald Berger Family Foundation
Nicholas Bridges and Margaret McGirr
Russell Cartwright
Rafer W. Caudill and Marla J. Kreindler
Mr. and Mrs. Henry T. Chandler
Lawrence Christensen
City of Chicago Office of Tourism & Culture
Thomas A. Clancy and Dana I. Green
Patricia O. Cox
Mrs. Joseph T. Curti
Dr. Richard Davison
Drs. Donald and Helen Edwards
Deane Ellis

Lester and Renée Crown

John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols

Lyric Opera gratefully acknowledges the thousands 
of donors who gave gifts of less than $3,500 to our 
Annual Campaign whose names are not listed due 
to space limitations.

Mr. and Mrs. David S. Fox, Jr.
John F. Gilmore
Gerald and Dr. Colette Gordon
Tim and Joyce Greening
Sandra L. Grung
Mr. and Mrs. John Harris
Mr. and Mrs. O. J. Heestand, Jr.
Dr. Judith and Mr. Mark C. Hibbard
Mr. and Mrs. Milan Hornik
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Huizenga
Joseph and Rebecca Jarabak
Joy Jester
Drs. Perry and Elena Kamel
Gerald and Judith Kaufman
Tyrus L. Kaufman
John and Mary Kohlmeier
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Lans
Judith Z. and Steven W. Lewis Family
Pamela Forbes Lieberman
Thomas A. Marshall
Mrs. David McCandless
Sherry McFall and Kenneth Porrello
David E. McNeel
Joann and Milt Meigs
Bill Melamed and Jamey Lundblad
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory L. Melchor
Kate B. Morrison
John H. Nelson
Zehava L. Noah, M.D.
Jonathan F. Orser
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce L. Ottley
Dr. Luis A. Pagan-Carlo
Dr. Pat and Lara Pappas
Mrs. Harold E. Pendexter, Jr.
Jean Perkins and Leland Hutchinson
Dr. Joe Piszczor
Dr. and Mrs. Lincoln Ramirez
Edward and Leah Reicin
Charles and Marilynn Rivkin
Mr. and Mrs. Norman J. Rubash
Curt G. Schmitt
The Schroeder Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shea
Bill and Harlan Shropshire
Ilene Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. O. J. Sopranos
Mrs. John Stanek
Manfred and Fern Steinfeld
Irving Stenn, Jr.
Ellen Stone Belic
Mary Stowell
Mrs. Vernon B. Thomas, Jr.
Joseph S. Tiritilli
Michael Tobin, MD and Paula Turner

Elizabeth K. Twede
Lori L. and John R. Twombly
Peter and Toby Wallach
Mr. and Mrs. William N. Weaver Jr.
Dr. Catherine L. Webb
Louis Weber
Drs. David Whitney and Juliana Chyu
Claudia Winkler
The Farny R. Wurlitzer Foundation
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Coming off of the wildly successful Wine Auction 2012, I can truly say that the committed and enthusiastic  members 
of the Women’s Board have outdone themselves in creating innovative programming to support Lyric Opera. All our 
activities and fundraising totaled $3.5 million for our beloved Lyric Opera!  

We started off the 2012/13 season with a memorable evening at the Opening Night Gala featuring Strauss’s Elektra.  
Chairman Rebecca Knight and her committee created a dramatic setting for opera-goers in the Daniel F. and Ada L. 
Rice Grand Foyer.  Surrounded by red roses and chandeliers, guests enjoyed hors d’oeuvres throughout the Opera 
House.  Following the emotionally riveting performance, more than 600 guests went to the Opera Ball at Radisson 
Blu Chicago. Chairman Caryn Harris and her committee created a gorgeous Ball there. Thank you to AON for 
their sponsorship of Opening Night, to ITW and Northern Trust for sponsoring the Opera Ball. Graff Diamonds 
graciously sponsored the Opera Ball Reception, and Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott sponsored the Opera 
Ball Grand March.  My thanks as well to the additional sponsors listed on page 5.  

In January, the Women’s Board hosted the inaugural event of Lyric Opera of Chicago’s Wine Showcase Series.   
Co-chairs Marilynn Thoma and Erica Sandner orchestrated an all-red tasting and seminar with Georg Riedel of 
Riedel Crystal, with dinner at Spiaggia immediately following.  What a lovely evening for all! 

For the second year in a row, the Women’s Board came together with the Woman’s Board of the Art Institute of 
Chicago for a joint board meeting and luncheon and program in April. Attendees from both Boards were treated to 
a “behind-the-scenes” look at the upcoming season as well as a “Dare to be a Diva” fashion show where members of 
Lyric’s Women’s Board became beloved opera figures from Tosca to Carmen.  

In May, the Women’s Board hosted the debut event around Lyric’s American Musical Theater Initiative.  Celebrating 
Oklahoma! was an inspired evening of ”Diamonds and Spurs” and featured dinner by acclaimed chef Art Smith.  
Guests mingled among bales of hay and sunflower-covered tables in the William B. and Catherine Graham Room. 
Thank you to Chairmen Trish Rooney Alden and Jacky Ferro for their creative leadership, and to all the sponsors 
listed on page 5 for their support.  

The Board of Directors’ Annual Meeting Dinner on June 17, 2013 at the Four Seasons Hotel Chicago brought us 
together to celebrate the success of the season. Attendees were also treated to an exceptional performance by the 
fabulous Ana María Martínez.  Our thanks to Annual Meeting chairman Ellen Stirling and to sponsors Susan M. 
Miller and Booz & Company.  

I cannot express enough my gratitude and thanks to my fellow Women’s Board members for all of their great ideas 
and hard work that make all of this possible. I have greatly enjoyed my second year as Women’s Board president and I 
look forward to many more successes in the coming season. 

anne reyes
President

W o M e N ’ s  B o a r d  r e p o r t

The 2012/13 season found the Women’s Board busier than ever 
with two new events, a continued partnership and the grand 
tradition of the Opening Night and Opera Ball.

Susan B. Noyes and Family at Opera Ball 2012 Marilynn Thoma and Georg Reidel at 
the Wine Showcase Series

Dare to be a Diva Fashion Show of Costumes
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Most significant was the debut of a new twice-monthly broadcast Recital Series on 
98.7WFMT, the only such series of its kind in the U.S. The series featured Ensemble members 
performing opera as well as classical and popular song literature and was heard by more than 
half a million listeners in its first year.

At the very start of the 2012/13 season was a unique concert collaboration between the Ryan 
Opera Center and Civic Orchestra of Chicago. Conducted by Lyric’s Music Director Sir Andrew 
Davis, the performance demonstrated the outstanding abilities of both organizations’ young artists.

Two members of the current Ensemble performed as part of The Second City Guide to the 
Opera in January, and a recent alumnus stepped in to perform a leading (and dancing!) role  
in Lyric’s inaugural American Musical Theater Initiative production of Oklahoma!.

Of course, along with all of these “firsts” the Ryan Opera Center continued to offer its 
members extraordinary training and performance opportunities in fulfilling its mission as 
a leading professional-development program. Resident faculty provided vocal coaching, 
language training, and dramatic instruction. Several principal Lyric artists, including Thomas 
Hampson, generously shared their expertise with the singers, as did Lyric’s Music Director  
Sir Andrew Davis and Creative Consultant Renée Fleming.

In addition to the performances noted earlier, the Ensemble returned to the Grant Park Music 
Festival in August and performed in a backstage workshop production of Don Pasquale 
in June. Recital appearances included two programs for Rush Hour Chicago (a “first”), a 
collaboration with the Art Institute of Chicago, and special presentations for students at the 
Merit School of Music and Chicago High School for the Arts. And, most notably, our singers 
once again distinguished themselves in Lyric’s 2012/13 mainstage productions, performing 31 
roles alongside alumni who performed 16 roles.

As a celebration of the entire year, the Ryan Opera Center hosted the annual Rising Stars 
in Concert, featuring the Ensemble in a showcase performance with members of the Lyric 

Opera Orchestra and conductor Ward Stare, which was also broadcast on WFMT. (Generous 
sponsors are listed on page 29.)
 
This year’s Rising Stars in Concert honored outgoing Director Gianna Rolandi. Gianna has 
led the Ryan Opera Center to new heights of excellence over her tenure as Director and, 
prior to that, Director of Vocal Studies. And we are all so pleased that her association with the 
program is continuing as Vocal Consultant. Brava and thank you, Gianna!

A review of the past season would not be complete without acknowledging and recognizing 
the outstanding generosity and friendship of the Ryan Opera Center’s many supporters—in 
particular our Board of Directors—all of whom make possible the offerings and activities 
described above. Thanks, too, to newly appointed Director (and former Manager) Dan 
Novak and Music Director Craig Terry and their staff for the work they have started. As Board 
President and an opera enthusiast, I truly enjoy witnessing the growth and development of our 
artists. They have many “firsts” to come in their careers, which we can all proudly follow.

t h e  pat r i c K  g .  a N d  s h i r l e y  W.  r ya N  
o p e r a  c e N t e r  r e p o r t

In a season full of new activities for Lyric Opera, The Patrick G. 
and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center contributed its own “firsts”  
in many ways. Julie Baskes

President

2012/13 Ensemble,  Standing left to right: John Irvin, Will Liverman, Kiri Deonarine, Tracy Cantin, David Govertsen, 
Emily Birsan, Joseph Lim; Seated left to right: J’nai Bridges, Evan Boyer, Cecelia Hall, Bernard Holcomb
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A R T I S T  S U P P O R T,  
S P EC I A L  E V E N T  
A N D  P R OJ EC T  
S P O N S O R S

artistic coaching
Anonymous 

final auditions
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Cozad

renée fleming Master class
Ed and Sherry Wachs

foreign language instruction
Susann Ball

guest coach
Anne Gross

Master classes
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
Martha A. Hesse 

National auditions
American Airlines  

singer sponsors/cosponsors
Anonymous (2)
Julie and Roger Baskes
The Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
Anne Gross
The Pauls Foundation
Mrs. C. G. Pinnell
Lois B. Siegel
Stepan Company
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Vance
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation
Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom
Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk

training program
National Endowment for the Arts

Voice instruction
Drs. Janet V. Burch and Joel R. Guillory
Richard W. Shepro and Lindsay E. Roberts 
 
WfMt recital series
Julie and Roger Baskes

Workshop performances
Martha A. Hesse

rising stars in concert
Lead Sponsor:
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation

Sponsors:
Accenture/Frank B. Modruson and  
 Lynne C. Shigley
Accretive Health/Mary Tolan
The AMD Family Fund
Julie and Roger Baskes
Catamaran
Sue and Melvin Gray
Howard Family Foundation
Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick Family  
 Foundation
Nancy Lauter McDougal and Alfred L.   
 McDougal

Cosponsor:
Jeanne Randall Malkin Family Foundation 
 
Additional Support:
Molex Incorporated
Genevieve Phelps

rising stars in concert Broadcast
Donna Van Eekeren Foundation

rising stars in concert reception
Heidi Heutel Bohn
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Drebin 
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G E N E R A L  S U P P O R T  
aria society 
($100,000 and above) 

Anonymous (3)
Richard P. and Susan Kiphart
Patrick G. and Shirley Welsh Ryan
Liz Stiffel

platinum distinguished Benefactors 
($50,000 to $99,999)
Drs. Janet V. Burch and Joel R. Guillory
Estate of Joan Ruck Nopola

distinguished Benefactors 
($25,000 to $49,999)
Mary Ellen Hennessey
Margo and Michael Oberman and Family
Ingrid Peters

Mentors 
($10,000 to $24,999)
Anonymous
Paul Arndt
L. Robert Artoe
Paul and Robert Barker Foundation
Joyce McFarland Dlugopolski
Carl A. and Fern B. Gaensslen  
 Charitable Giving Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence E. Glick

Miriam Hoover
Illinois Arts Council
Capt. Bernardo Iorgulescu, USMC  
 Memorial Fund
Sanfred and Nancy Koltun
James Lancaster
Robert C. Marks
Jean McLaren and John Nitschke 
The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
The George L. Shields Foundation
Howard A. Vaughan, Jr.
Dan and Patty Walsh
Mark and Kimbra Walter
Debbie K. Wright

artist circle
($5,000 to $9,999)
Anonymous
Lawrence Corry
Anne Megan Davis
Thomas Doran
Harvey S. and Sheila Dulin
Erika E. Erich
Sue and Melvin Gray
Dr. Kamal Ibrahim
Michael A. Leppen
Mrs. Vernon J. Pellouchoud
Beverly Persky
John and Betsey Puth
Marilee and Richard Wehman

Former Director and new Vocal Consultant Gianna Rolandi with the Ensemble at Rising Stars in Concert Renée Fleming and Will Liverman Cecelia Hall and Donna Van Eekeren
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The 29th annual Fantasy of the Opera black-tie gala was held on February 9. Fantasy 
vice president Courtney Rosen, co-chairman David J. Valkema, and their hard-working 
committee created an unforgettable evening — “Midnight in Paris.” The raffle, led by vice 
president Allison Alexander, featured travel packages that proved highly popular.  The silent 
auction, organized by vice president Louise Johnson, showcased a tantalizing variety of 
items that attracted enthusiastic bidders who enjoyed our electronic bidding system. The 
highlight of the evening, of course, was the outstanding Cabaret, featuring performances 
by stars of Lyric’s 2012/13 season. We are particularly grateful to Music Director Sir Andrew 
Davis for serving as Master of Ceremonies. Thanks to the combined efforts of the Guild 
Board, our benefactors, donors, and Lyric staff, Fantasy 2013 raised more than $440,000.

We express our sincere appreciation to the distinguished group of Fantasy of the Opera 
individual and corporate sponsors, listed on page 5 .

The Backstage Tours provided visitors with the opportunity to explore life behind the curtain 
where the crew works hard to bring the world onstage to life. Dozens of trained volunteers 
and professional staff led 1,200 visitors through the Civic Opera House on two tour 
dates in February and March. We thank Robert W. Baird & Co. for its continued exclusive 
sponsorship of the tours, which are vital to Lyric’s community-engagement efforts.

I am proud to work with the dedicated members of the Guild Board, and it is my privilege 
and pleasure to serve as President.  We are extremely grateful for the support of the 
management and staff of Lyric. The Guild Board takes pride in contributing to the civic 
treasure that is Lyric Opera of Chicago.

g U i l d  B o a r d  o f  d i r e c to r s  r e p o r t

The Lyric Opera Guild Board of Directors is pleased to report 
that its members raised $1.73 million to benefit Lyric Opera.  
We are so grateful to all members for their personal gifts and 
solicitation efforts for the annual campaign, under the guidance 
of our vice president for fundraising, Craig R. Milkint.

Britt M. Miller
President

Backstage Tours

Backstage Tours

Fantasy of the Opera Fantasy of the Opera



Our Chapters raised $1.75 million during Lyric’s 2012/13 season!  The Chapters represent Lyric Opera in 
their communities with more than 1,100 members in 15 Chapters located throughout the Chicagoland 
area and Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, bringing home the passion of this wonderful art form.    

Our annual live-radio marathon fundraiser on 98.7WFMT, OPERATHON, celebrated its 33rd 
anniversary with a very successful 16-hour broadcast on Saturday, October 20.  Under the leadership 
of Peggy Beata and Sherie Shapiro, OPERATHON 2012 exceeded its goal and raised $482,465 
through challenge grants and merchandise sales.  Our appreciation goes to Booz & Co. and 
98.7WFMT for their generous sponsorship.  Special thanks to American Airlines, official airline 
of Lyric Opera for their on-air auction.  We also thank the generous challenge grant donors and 
merchandise sponsors (listed on page 5).  Helping in the success were the dedicated Chapter 
volunteers, who sold Lyric’s exclusive merchandise during the season in the OperaShop kiosk and 
OperaShop Online, making the shopping experience available to a much broader audience.

The Season Preview Concert in October, made possible by the Komarek-Hyde-McQueen 
Foundation/Patricia Hyde and the Charles B. Preacher Foundation, was presented especially 
for first-time subscribers, and donors at the Member giving level ($35 and above).  The event 
showcased Ryan Opera Center Ensemble members and featured a selection of arias from each of 
the season’s operas.  

It is an honor to serve as President of the Chapters’ Executive Board.   One of my most rewarding 
duties has been meeting the diverse and dedicated Chapter volunteers whose love for Lyric knows 
no bounds.  I extend my gratitude to Lyric Opera of Chicago and the Chapter community for this 
special privilege and wonderful experience.

Lyric Young Professionals (LYP), a project of the Renée Fleming Initiative, is a group of dynamic 
opera lovers dedicated to building a new generation of supporters for Lyric Opera of Chicago.   
The group has increased its membership from 32 to 70 since its inception under this Initiative.  We 
engage our members (and interested young professionals) in various activities to fulfill the desires of 
the age group through networking and unique social events – fashion shows, La Triviata (opera trivia 
night), social hours and after event parties.  Most recently we partnered with the Greater Chicago 
Food Depository, asking members to bring a bag of nonperishable groceries to gain a specially 
priced ticket to a Hansel and Gretel performance.  In addition, we want to learn more about the art 
form and attend Lyric’s Discovery Series, and we host social hours with Lyric Insiders – speakers have 
included Roger Pines, Lyric’s Dramaturg; Mary L. Selander, Lyric’s Director of Development; Jack 
Zimmerman, Lyric’s Subscriber Relations Manager; Cayenne Harris, Lyric Unlimited Director; Sir 
Andrew Davis, Lyric’s Music Director, and Anthony Freud, Lyric’s General Director.  Most recently 
the LYP officers met with Renée Fleming to discuss past achievements and future endeavors.

The Lyric Young Professionals is grateful for the opportunity to serve Lyric.  We extend our special 
thanks to United Scrap Metal, Inc. for its sponsorship.

c h a p t e r ’ s  
r e p o r t

lyric yoUNg  
professioNals report

dorothy Kuechl
President
Chapters’ Executive Board

Minka Bosco
President

lyric opera of chicago chapter 2012/13 fUNdraisiNg

aria society
($100,000 and above)
Lyric Opera Chapters’ Executive Board
Barrington Chapter
Near North Chapter
Winnetka Chapter

platinum grand Benefactor
($50,000-$99,999)
Glencoe Chapter
Lake Geneva Chapter
Northfield Chapter

golden grand Benefactor
($25,000-$49,999)
Evanston Chapter
Flossmoor Area Chapter
Highland Park/Deerfield Chapter
Hinsdale Chapter
Riverside Chapter
Wilmette Chapter

silver grand Benefactor
($10,000-$24,999)
Far West Chapter
Hyde Park/Kenwood Chapter
Northwest Chapter

Lyric Young Professionals with Renée Fleming
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Planned givers at Lyric Opera continue to be very devoted to Lyric Opera.  Many of the 
Overture Society’s 429 members have committed multiple planned gifts to Lyric, thus 
representing in excess of 560 actual gifts.  In addition, 99 of our planned givers are Bel 
Canto Benefactors who have made major planned gifts while continuing to contribute 
generously to Lyric’s annual campaign.     
 
Overture Society members rallied to the cause in October by raising over $109,000 for 
the OPERATHON 2012 Overture Society Challenge Grant. This was the Overture 
Society’s 15th OPERATHON Challenge Grant, and the best ever.  The Overture 
Society’s magnificent achievement showed their eagerness to support Lyric’s many 
successful education and community engagement programs, part of Lyric Unlimited.  
 
Some of our Overture Society members elect to be production sponsors of operas. 
Planned gifts can support productions if designated as such, or cash gifts can be given 
for a specific production during your lifetime.  Productions included Richard Strauss’s 
Elektra and Wagner’s Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg this past season, and Puccini’s 
Madama Butterfly and Wagner’s Parsifal in 2013/14.  Overture Society members are 
encouraged to become production sponsors at Lyric Opera and enjoy the spectacular 
benefits available to this elite group.           
   
In 2012/13, Lyric received over $4.25 million in bequests from 38 estates.  This 
exemplifies the generosity of our dedicated planned givers and the importance of 
planned gifts to the growth of Lyric’s endowment and long-range planning.  Lyric Opera 
is deeply grateful to all Overture Society members for establishing the cornerstone of 
Lyric’s financial future.   

t h e  o V e r t U r e  s o c i e t y    
p l a N N e d  g i V i N g  at  ly r i c  o p e r a

This 58th season brought many exciting Overture Society activities, 
including an OPERATHON Challenge Grant from Overture Society 
members totaling more than $100,000, three appreciation luncheons, 
three estate planning seminars, and increased bequests to Lyric Opera.  

Anonymous (15)
Mr. and Mrs. James S. Aagaard
Valerie and Joseph Abel
Louise Abrahams
Dr. Whitney Addington
Karen G. Andreae
Catherine Aranyi
L. Robert Artoe
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Beata
Marlys A. Beider
Julie Anne Benson
Merrill and Judy Blau
Dr. Gregory L. Boshart
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
George F. and Linda L. Brusky
David W. Carpenter
James W. Chamberlain
Nelson D. Cornelius
Paula Hannaway Crown
Renée Crown
Marianne Deson-Herstein in memory  
 of Samuel and Sarah Deson
Thomas Doran 
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Ericson
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Y. Feng
Robert F. Finke
Jack M. and Marsha S. Firestone
Roy Fisher
Elaine Frank
Rhoda and Henry S. Frank
Richard J. Franke
George and Mary Ann Gardner
Francey Gecht
James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer 
Sue and Melvin Gray
Harry J. Griffiths, M.D.

Julian W. Harvey
William E. and Mary Gannon Hay
Mrs. John C. Hedley
Josephine E. Heindel
Concordia Hoffmann
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar D. Jannotta
John and Kerma Karoly
Kip Kelley
James C. Kemmerer
LeRoy and Laura Klemt
Nancy W. Knowles
Dr. Petra B. Krauledat and Dr. W. Peter Hansen
Dr. William R. Lawrence
Thomas and Lise Lawson
Carol L. Linne
Arthur B. Logan 
Robert C. Marks
Paul Mavros
Mr. and Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
Nancy Lauter McDougal and Alfred L. McDougal
Bill Melamed
Margaret and Craig Milkint
Susan M. Miller
David and Justine K. Mintzer
James and Mary Beth Morehouse
Allan and Elaine Muchin
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Murphy
David J. and Dolores D. Nelson
John H. Nelson
John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols
William A. Osborn
Irma Parker
André and Julia Pernet
Frances Pietch
Kenneth Porrello and Sherry McFall
Nathaniel W. Pusey
Dr. Sondra C. Rabin

Lyn and Bill Redfield
Joan L. Richards
Chatka Ruggiero
Martha P. Schneider
Charles Chris Shaw
Rose L. Shure
Lois B. Siegel
Larry G. Simpson
Mrs. Jay Spaulding
Gerald Sunko, M.D.
Carla M. Thorpe
Lawrence E. Timmins Trust
Phil and Paula Turner
Mrs. Elizabeth Upjohn-Mason
Joan and Marco Weiss
Mrs. Robert G. Weiss
Claudia L. Winkler
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak
Edward T. Zasadil

Bel caNto BeNefactors

René Barbera with Judy and Merrill Blau
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t r e a s U r e r ’ s  r e p o r t

Fiscal 2013, which represented a 14-month period, was comprised 
of the 58th opera season and expanded programming, most 
notably the American Musical Theater Initiative and  Lyric 
Unlimited activities. 

F I N A N C I A L  H I G H L I G H T S

N O N - F I N A N C I A L  H I G H L I G H T S

Ticket Sales

Other Operating Revenue

Total Operating Revenue

Total Operating Support

Total Operating Revenue and Support

Total Operating Expenses

Change in Unrestricted Operating Net Assets

Long-Term Investments

Total Assets

Total Net Assets

Operating Revenue as a percentage of Operating Expenses

Total Public Opera, Musical and Lyric Unlimited Attendance

Number of Other Community Engagement and Education Events 

Total Participants, Other Community Engagement and Education Events

$26,671,273

12,211,130

38,882,403

29,407,099

68,289,502

68,289,502

-0-

162,544,155

244,817,706

185,689,404

57%

263,942

647

102,615

$25,029,859

10,722,251

35,752,110

24,639,807

60,391,917

60,391,917

 -0-  

154,369,785

223,268,274

159,459,277

59%

233,113

665

101,771

Periods Ending June 30, 2013 April 30, 2012

paul J. carbone
Treasurer

$26.7 million in ticket sales represented 264,000 sold tickets in the current year, up from 
233,000 in the prior year. Operating expenses increased to $68.3 million. Key expense 
drivers were additional programming – most notably Lyric Unlimited activities and the 
American Musical Theater Initiative – and the fiscal year-end change from April 30 to June 
30. Thanks to our generous donor family, we were once again able to balance operations 
with $29.4 million of operating support.
 
The Opera’s long-term financial health continues to remain strong. The increase in net assets 

was largely due to an increase in investment returns and contributions and pledges for 
future activities. In this report, we present only selected financial information. For the 
complete audited financial statements, including footnote disclosures, visit www.lyricopera.
org, click on “About Lyric”, “Financial Statements”. 

The Opera changed its fiscal year end from April 30 to June 30 in 2013 to better 
accommodate expanded programming and activities. The period ending June 30, 2013 
represents a 14-month year. 
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