The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center
at Lyric Opera of Chicago
Dan Novak, Director – Craig Terry, Music Director – Renée Fleming, Advisor
Application for the 2016-2017 Ensemble
The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center was established in 1974 as the professional artist-development program for Lyric Opera of Chicago. Since its inception, the Ryan Opera Center has been recognized as one of the premier programs of its kind in the world. That standing is maintained by providing the finest up-and-coming singers and pianists with unparalleled training and experience, including:
· Participation in Lyric Opera of Chicago’s mainstage season and leading roles in Ryan Opera Center performances
· Recital series broadcast on 98.7WFMT

· Master classes and private coachings with Ryan Opera Center Advisor Renée Fleming, Lyric Opera of Chicago Music Director Sir Andrew Davis, and other celebrated artists
· Voice lessons, acting, movement, and audition classes with distinguished instructors

· Intensive language instruction
· Repertoire coaching from acclaimed resident staff

· Performance opportunities throughout the Chicago area
· Audition opportunities for internationally-renowned casting directors, conductors, and artist managers

· First-year stipend of at least $42,000 plus benefits
Singers interested in joining the 2016-2017 Ensemble must submit this application form by the designated deadline below and upload an audition video for the Ryan Opera Center director and music director to review. Applicants who advance through pre-screening will be invited to a live audition. Live audition dates, locations, and application deadlines are as follows:
	Live Audition Date
	City
	Application Deadline

	March 3, 2015
	New York
	January 15, 2015

	May 18, 2015
	Chicago
	March 15, 2015

	July 18, 2015
	Chicago
	March 15, 2015


Final auditions will take place on September 20, 2015, on the mainstage of 
Lyric Opera of Chicago.
Please see the following page for full application directions.
The Ryan Opera Center is not currently accepting applications from pianists; please check for openings next year.
The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer/program, and it is supported in part by:
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Ryan Opera Center Application Conditions
Application
· Form: Fill in all of the requested information on this form and save as a Word file to your hard drive.

· Video: Upload your audition video to the Internet (we suggest YouTube) and be sure to include a link to your video in the designated field on this application form. Videos must consist of two contrasting arias filmed in a full shot and may not include excerpts from performances. DVDs and emailed video files will not be accepted. Please write to RyanCenter@lyricopera.org should you need assistance uploading your video. 
· Select no more than one preferred audition date. If an audition date is full or cancelled at the Ryan Opera Center’s discretion, you will be notified of other options. All scheduled times are final.
· Email your completed application to RyanCenter@lyricopera.org.
Fee and Audition
· All applications are free.  You will receive an email notice of your audition status approximately four weeks before your preferred audition date. If you are invited to a live audition, you must pay an audition fee of $30 or send withdrawal in writing within two weeks of notification. Instructions for audition fee payment will be sent with your audition invitation. Applicants unable to appear for their scheduled audition may be eliminated from consideration.
· If you are invited to a live audition, be prepared to sing five operatic arias, including the recitative if appropriate. At least one aria must be in Italian. Oratorio arias and art songs are not permitted.
The Ryan Opera Center will supply an accompanist for the audition; however, applicants may bring their own accompanist if they prefer. The auditions will be recorded by the Ryan Opera Center for reference purposes.
Results

· Applicants who are advanced to the final auditions will receive a phone call no later than August 15, 2015; all other applicants will receive a letter postmarked no later than August 15, 2015.
· The final auditions period in Chicago will be September 17-21, 2015. Domestic round-trip air      transportation to Chicago and hotel accommodations for finalists will be provided by the Ryan Opera Center.

· The decision of the judges for all auditions is final. Judges’ forms and comments are the sole property of the Ryan Opera Center. Audition feedback will not be made available to applicants.

Acceptance

· If accepted as a member of the Ryan Opera Center, the artist will be under exclusive contract from late April 2016 through early April 2017 (exact dates to be determined).
Applicants must agree to abide by these conditions and not make any claim against any party to the auditions by reason of anything that may be done in connection with the auditions.

The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center
Application for the 2016-2017 Ensemble
	Please fill out all information below and send to RyanCenter@lyricopera.org as a Word file.


Audition Video
Link to audition video:  






_______________________________
First aria / composer:                                                                                                                                                
Second aria / composer:                                                                                                                                          
Videos must consist of two contrasting operatic arias filmed in a full shot and may not include oratorio arias, art songs, or excerpts from filmed performances. DVDs and emailed video files will not be accepted.
Personal Information
Professional name:  













Legal name:  














Voice type (check one):  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Soprano

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Mezzo-soprano

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Tenor

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Baritone

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Bass-baritone

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Bass


Other instruments studied:  










______
Have you auditioned for the Ryan Opera Center before?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No


If yes, in which year(s)?  





______                                                               
How did you hear about the Ryan Opera Center? (check all that apply):  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Voice teacher / coach

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	YAP Tracker

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Facebook

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	LyricOpera.org

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Attended a Ryan Opera Center / Lyric Opera of Chicago performance

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Magazine or blog

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Word of mouth


Are you a U.S. citizen?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No


If no, are you authorized to work in the U.S.?  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No


Continue to next page.
Contact Information through September 2015
Address:  





  City, State, Zip:  







Telephone (Please list at least one.)  Cell:  




  Other:  





Email:  




    
                                                                                 
                                          
Education and Training

Undergraduate
Name of School:  








                      
                           
Major:  










                                                   
Degree:  








                                                          
Year graduated:  









                                                       
Graduate
Name of School:  








                      
                           

Major:  










                                                   

Degree:  









                                                      

Year graduated:  









                                                       

Post-graduate
Name of School:  








                      
                           

Major:  










                                                   

Degree:  









                                                      

Year graduated:  









                                                       

Opera Training Programs
	Name of Company
	Dates of Residence

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Voice Teachers
	Name
	Dates of Study

	
	

	
	

	
	


Vocal Coaches

	Name
	Dates of Study

	
	

	
	

	
	


Continue to next page.
Performance Experience
Please list the five most recently completed or upcoming roles, including college/conservatory.

	Opera or Musical
	Role / Language
	Company
	Dates

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Audition Repertoire List
Please list the five operatic arias you will offer if invited to audition; one aria must be in Italian.
Oratorio arias and art songs are not permitted.

	Aria
	Opera
	Composer
	Language

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Preferred Audition Date
If you advance through pre-screening, please indicate which live audition date you prefer and take note of its respective city and application deadline.  Please check one:
	
	Live Audition Date
	City
	Application Deadline

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	March 3, 2015
	New York
	January 15, 2015

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	May 18, 2015
	Chicago
	March 15, 2015

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	July 18, 2015
	Chicago
	March 15, 2015


End of application.

Thank you for your interest in the Ryan Opera Center.  Please email this completed application as a Word file to RyanCenter@lyricopera.org and make sure that the link to your video works properly.
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