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“Sempre libera” (Forever free)
Violetta declares that she must live her life independent and free. She hears Alfredo singing in
the distance and almost has a change of heart but says she must remain forever free.

VIOLETTA

Sempre libera degg'io

folleggiare di gioia in gioia,

vo' che scorra il viver mio

pei sentieri del piacer.

Nasca il giorno, o il giorno muoia,
sempre lieta ne' ritrovi,

a diletti sempre nuovi

dee volare il mio pensier.

ALFREDO (sotto al balcone)
Amore, amor e palpito...

VIOLETTA
Oh!

ALFREDO
...dell'universo intero.

VIOLETTA
Oh amore.

ALFREDO

Misterioso, misterioso, altero,
croce, croce e delizia,

croce e delizia, delizia al cor.

VIOLETTA
Follie! follie! Ah si! Gioir, gioir!

VIOLETTA

Forever free, | must pass

madly from joy to joy.

My life's course shall be

forever in the paths of pleasure.
Whether it be dawn or dusk,

| must always live. Ah!

Gaily in the world's gay places,
ever seeking newer joys.

ALFREDO (offstage)
Love is the very breath...

VIOLETTA
Oh!

ALFREDO
...of the universe itself.

VIOLETTA
Oh, love.

ALFREDO

Mysterious and noble,

both cross and ecstasy,

cross and ecstasy of the heart.

VIOLETTA
Folly! Folly! Ah yes! Joy! Joy!



