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“Un di felice, eterea” (One day you passed before me)
Alfredo declares his love to Violetta. Violetta is flattered but refuses him.

ALFREDO

Un di felice, eterea,

mi balenaste innante,

e da quel di tremante
vissi d'ignoto amor,

di quell'amor ch'e palpito
dell'universo intero,
misterioso, altero,

croce e delizia al cor.

VIOLETTA

Ah, se cio é ver, fuggitemi.

Solo amistade io v'offro:
amar non so, né soffro
un cosi eroico amore.

ALFREDO

One day you passed before me,
happy and light as air,

and ever since that day,

even without knowing it, | loved you -
with that love which is the very breath
of the universe itself -

mysterious and noble,

both cross and ecstasy of the heart.

VIOLETTA

Ah, if this is true, then leave me -
| offer you only friendship:

| cannot love, nor can | accept
so heroic a love from you.



