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Conducted by Lyric Music Director
Designate Enrique Mazzola

15, 17, 20,
22,23, 24

MIDWEST PREMIERE
Sung in English with projected English titles

Award-winning composer Jeanine Tesori and
librettist Tazewell Thompson’s urgent new

opera, Blue, tells the story of a Black couple who
anticipate the birth of their son with hope and
fear. As the boy grows into a teenager, the mother
worries for his future; the father prepares him

for the realities of 21st Century America, while
wrestling with his own identity as a “Black man in
blue.” When tragedy strikes, the family is forced to
navigate a devastating reality seeking answers and
support from their church and community. Called
“powerful...one of the most elegant librettos I've
heard in a long time” by The New York Times, join
us for the anticipated Midwest premiere of this
universally resonant opera.

Presented in collaboration with
Chicago Shakespeare Theater at The Yard
Navy Pier, 800 E. Grand Ave, Chicago

Conductor Enrique Mazzola
Director Tazewell Thompson*
Set Designer Donald Eastiman

Costume Designer Jessica Jahn
Lighting Designer  Robert Wierzel

Co-production with Lyric Opera of Chicago,
The Glimmerglass Festival, and Washington
National Opera

Lyric premiere of Blue is made possible by support from
Gene and Jean Stark, Alistate Insurance Company,
an Anonymous Donor, Baker & McKenzie, BMO Harris
Bank, Conagra Brands Foundation, the Eisen Family
Foundation, Mary Patricia Gannon, Virginia and Gary
Gerst, Eric and Deb Hirschfield, the Lauter McDougal
Charitable Fund, Magellan Corporation, and Mary
Stowell, with additional support from Drs. Walter and
Anne-Marie Bruyninckx, James R. Grimes, and
Debbie K. Wright

* Lyric debut

The Kama Photography
The Glimmerglass Festival/photo by Karli Cadel




23,29

1,4,7, 10, 13

SAINT-SAENS

DELILAH
Clémentine
Margaine

NEW-TO-CHICAGO PRODUCTION
Sung in French with projected English titles

Visual, musical, and vocal magnificence reigns
onstage at Lyric in the retelling of this powerfully
dramatic biblical tale. Behold Samson the Israelite,
greatest of all heroes, a role made for a true heroic
tenor. And behold Delilah, the Philistine temptress,
who uses all her feminine allure to learn the secret
of Samson’s might. Thus the stage is set for one of
the most stupendous climactic scenes to be seen

in an opera house. Along the way are sensuously
beautiful melodies, including Delilah's mesmerizing
“Mon coeur s’ouvre a ta voix” and a wild bacchanale
that truly sets the stage ablaze with excitement.

SAMSON HIGH PRIEST

Brandon Quinn Kelsey"

Jovanovich

Conductor Emmanuel Villaume
Original Director Elijah Moshinsky
Revival Director Peter McClintock
Designer Richard Hudson
Lighting Designer Duane Schuler
Chorus Master Michael Black

This production premiered at The Metropolitan
Opera on February 13, 1998. All scenery, properties,
and costumes constructed by The Metropolitan
Opera shops.

+ Ryan Opera Center alumnus




January

February

Rosa Feola
TBA (2/14)

Sung in ltalian with projected English titles

No operatic hero is more endearing than
Nemorino, who pines for the flirtatious Adina.
She’s the owner of the town’s hotel, he’s her
delightfully naive waiter. His only hope to win her
is the “elixir” sold by the quack, Dr. Dulcamara—
little does he know that it’s just Bordeaux wine!
From start to finish we root for Nemorino, as
Adina toys with him until she finally lets him
know how she really feels. Elixir is opera’s most
heartwarming comedy, filled with Donizetti’s
delectable music that brings nonstop smiles.

Maithew Nicola Andrzej
Polenzani Alaimo Filonczyk
Conductor Eun Sun Kim

Director Daniel Slater

Designer Robert Innes Hopkins
Lighting Designer ~ Simon Mills

Chorus Master Michael Black

A co-production of Lyric Opera of Chicago
and San Francisco Opera, originally created
by Opera North, UK.

Marlys A.
Beider



14, 17, 20,
23, 26, 30

ORIGINAL LYRIC OPERA PRODUCTION
Sung in ltalian with projected English titles

1,7,9 11

Mozart’s sublime comedic masterpiece about
relationships and human nature takes place on a single
crazy day. The Count’s valet, Figaro, is engaged

L
to the Countess’s maid, Susanna. The only problem
is that the Count is eager to exercise his right as lord
of the manor and have his way with Susanna. But the

endlessly resourceful Susanna is too smart for him,
and the two servants and the Countess join together

|
to get the better of the Count. Will true love prevail?
Find out as Mozart’s incomparable music illuminates
every moment, showing us these wonderful

characters with all their vulnerabilities and virtues.

FIGARO SUSANNA COUNTESS

Alex Ying Federica

Esposito* Fang Lombardi*

COUNT CHERUBINO

Gordon Kayleigh

Bintner* Decker*
Conductor Sir Andrew Davis
Director Barbara Gaines
Set Designer Jim Noone

Costume Designer Susan Mickey
Lighting Designer  Robert Wierzel
Chorus Master Michael Black

PRODUCTION SPONSORS

The Negaunee Sylvia Neil and Randy L. and
Foundation Daniel Fischel Melvin R? Berlin
°deceased

* Lyric debut | + Ryan Opera Center alumna

Michael Brosilow




21, 24, 27, 31

3,6

STRAVINSKY

TOM
RAKEWELL
Andrew
Staples

NEW-TO-CHICAGO PRODUCTION
Sung in English with projected English titles

At last this English-language masterpiece makes

its eagerly awaited return to the Lyric stage for the
first time in more than a quarter-century. A simple
young man from the country inherits a fortune

and longs for the excitement of London. Leaving
the girl he loves, he travels there escorted by the
devil, who leads him into all manner of temptation
— and ultimately, to total disaster. Tom Rakewell,

his devoted Anne Trulove, the devil Nick Shadow,
and the bearded lady Baba the Turk (whom Nick
persuades Tom into marrying) are among 20th-
century opera’s most memorable characters. They're
brought to life through music that is sparkling, lyrical,
and endlessly imaginative in an iconic production
designed by famed artist David Hockney.

ANNE NICK BABA
TRULOVE SHADOW THE TURK
Janai Luca Alice
Brugger Pisaroni Coote
Conductor Sir Andrew Davis
Oringal Director John Cox

Revival Director Roy Rallo

Designer David Hockney
Lighting Designer  Chris Maravich

Chorus Master Michael Black

Originally built by San Francisco Opera. Scenery
and costumes provided by Pittsburgh Opera.

PRODUCTION SPONSORS

Henry and Gilda  Cynthia M. Virginia
Buchbinder Sargent Tobiason
Family




Sunday,
March 7,
2021, 3pm

YOU HAD TO
MARVEL AT HER
TECHNIQUE AND
THE POTENCY
OF HER VOCAL
INSTRUMENT.”

ATlter her triumpns o 1C’S stage Tveting
performances as Brinnhilde in Die Walkiire and
Siegfried, the title role of Elektra, and Cassandre
in Les Troyens, Christine Goerke returns to

Lyric for what promises to be a thrilling vocal
recital. The world-renowned American soprano's
richly vibrant voice, flawless musicianship, and
celebrated stylistic versatility have been acclaimed
in recitals all over America. With her passionate
musical curiosity and her wonderful ability to
reveal the essence of any music she performs,
Christine’s artistry will once again captivate the
Lyric audience. Count on her recital being one of
Chicago’s most memorable musical events of the
2020/21 Season!

Arielle Doneson

Saturday,
April 10,

2021,
7pm

Beethoven Symphony No. 9
Featuring the Lyric Opera Orchestra
and Chorus

Lyric will celebrate Sir Andrew Davis’s magnificent two-decade tenure

as music director with one of his favorite works, never previously
performed at Lyric: Beethoven’s enthralling, life-enhancing Symphony
No. 9, the “Choral,” music’s most exalted hymn to the human spirit.
Sir Andrew will conduct a superb vocal quartet with the wonderful
Lyric Opera Orchestra and Chorus. The concert will begin with a

new choral work by Sir Andrew’s son, Ed Frazier Davis, himself an
impressively gifted composer.

A Knight to Celebrate Sponsor Committee: Ann and Reed Coleman,
Allan and Elaine Muchin, Sylvia Neil and Daniel Fischel, Richard O. Ryan,
the Donna Van Eekeren Foundation, and Mr. and Mrs. William C. Vance
(committee in formation)

Todd Rosenberg



LYRIC PREMIERE
NEW-TO-CHICAGO PRODUCTION

One of the most joyously exhilarating of all movie
musicals, now onstage and more magical than
ever! Revel in the glamour of Hollywood in the
Roaring Twenties, when the “talkies” were taking
over from silent films. The romance between
matinee idol Don Lockwood and budding actress
Kathy Selden, the machinations of squeaky-voiced
star Lina Lamont, and the lovable deviousness of
Don’s best friend, Cosmo Brown, combine with
spectacular dancing and unforgettable songs. It’s
pouring—and you, too, will be ready to kick up
your heels in the rain!

Conductor Gareth Valentine
Director Robert Carsen
Set Designer Tim Hatley

Costume Designer Anthony Powell

Lighting Designers Robert Carsen
Giuseppe DiIorio

Choreographer Stephen Mear

Screenplay by Betty Comden and Adolph Green.
Songs by Arthur Freed and Nacio Herb Brown.
Based on the classic Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer film,
by special arrangement with Warner Bros, Theatre
Ventures, Inc.

A production created by the Théatre
du Chételet, Paris.

PRODUCTION SPONSORS
The Negaunee The Davee
Foundation Foundation

Donna Van Eekeren Susan and Robert
Foundation Morrison

Maijor in-kind audio support
provided by

SHURE

SAVE THE DATE




Secure your place
for Lyric’s 2021
Season of grand
opera, chamber
operaq, special
events, and
musical theater.




Create Your
Own (CYO)
package!

As the fitle says, you may choose any tifle,
any datfe, and any seat in the house to
THANKS TO A GENEROUS GIFT FROM AN ANONYMOUS DONOR

IN SUPPORT OF LYRIC’S PATRON ACCESSIBILITY INITIATIVE, NEW put fogether your own dream package

SEATS ARE COMING IN FALL 2020. YOUR LYRIC OPERA HOUSE Of -I-hree or more performonces_gnd S.I.III
EXPERIENCE WILL BE MORE COMFORTABLE THAN EVER BEFORE.

SO WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? save up to 25%!!

And that savings increases as show prices rise with demand! Locking in
your CYO season tickets is a great way to ensure you're getting the best
seats and the best prices of the year.

PUTTING TOGETHER A CUSTOM CYO PACKAGE IS EASY:

= Choose 3 to 8 shows and dates from the calendar on the back cover
inside spread.

= Choose the seating area you’d like for each performance. Mix and

Visit lyricopera.org/subscribe and join us! match as you wish!
= Attend and enjoy!

HERE ARE SOME CYO SAMPLE PACKAGES FOR YOU TO CONSIDER:

Love new and Are you into greatest  If love stories leave
rarely performed hits and musicals? you wanting more:
works? The Marriage of Figaro ~ Samson and Delilah
Samson and Delilah Singin’ in the Rain The Elixir of Love
Blue Beethoven Symphony Singin’ in the Rain
The Rake’s Progress No. 9 with Sir Andrew

Davis

Select special events may be included as a building block

for Create Your Own but may not be eligible for CYO discounts.

Please note: Family Day, Backstage Tours, and the Opera Insider series are not
eligible for CYO discounts and do not count fowards your CYO package.




As part of the

Lyric family, y
are connecite
one of Chicac
preeminent,
nonprofit cull
institutions.

Beyond great performances, and
beyond the boundaries that often
define opera companies, Lyric ignites
creativity across Chicago. Through
innovative learning opportunities,
creqative exploration, and artistic
creation and collaboration, Lyric,
with your support, encourages tens of
thousands of students, educators, and
families from neighlborhoods across the
city to share their voices and emibrace
the joy, power, and relevance of opera
as a catalyst for growth and change.







2021 Season

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
MARCH 2021
JANUARY 2021
7| 3pm 8 9 10 1 12 13
10 1 12 13 14 15 | 7pm 16 Goerke
Blue Recital
14 | 2pm 15 16 17 | 2pm 18 19 20 | 7:30pm
17 | 1:30pm 18 19 20 | 7om 21 22 | 7om 23 | 7om Figaro Figaro Figaro
Blue Blue Blue Blue MC MB D-D2
Samson
D, D2 | 7:300m 21 | 2pm 22 23 | 7om 24 | 7om 25 26 | 7om 27 | 2pm
Rake Figaro Rake Figaro Rake
24 | 1:30pm 25 26 27 28 29 | 7om 30 | 7:30pm MA A-A2 B-A1-V C-C3-D1 MC
Blue Samson Elixir
Cc-C3 F-F1 28 29 30 | 7om 31 | 2pm
Figaro Rake
\ MB
FEBRUARY 2021 APRIL 2021
1| 7pm 2 3| 7pm 4 | 2om 5 6 | 7:30pm 1] 2pm 2 3| 7:30pm
Samson Elixir Samson Elixir Figaro Rake
A-AT-A3-V B-A2-B3 MG D-D1 MG D-D1
7| 2pm 8 9| 7om 10 | 7pm n 12 | 7pom 13 | 7:30pm 4 5 ;:I:;(pem ;.' 7;;:) 8 :il 7::_2 II)°c1|v7i§m
Samson Elixir Samson Elixir Samson AADAS B'Bg] 83 r FQ] Concert
MA A-AT-V B-bl C F-F1 e - B VB
142 15 16 17 18 19 20
| 2pm 11 | 2pm 12 13 14 15 16 17
Elixir Fi
MA igaro
MA
MAY 2021
2 3 4 5 5 7 8 | 5:30pm

Wine Auction

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 | 10am
Family Day
JUNE 2021
1 2 3 4 | 7pm 5| 7:30pm
Singin’ Singin’
Preview Celebration
6 | 1:30pm 7 8 9| 1:30pm | 7om 10 | 7pom 11 | 7om 12| 1:30pm |
Singin’ Singin’ Singin’ Singin’ 7pm
Singin’
1:_$ | 1_:30pm 14 I!_: | 7_pm l? | 1_:30pm 17 | 1:30pm | Il_i | 7_pm 19 | 1:30pm |
Singin’ Singin’ Singin’ 7pm Singin’ 7pm
Singin’ Singin’
2!_) | 1_:30pm 21 2? | 7_pm 23 | 1:30pm | 2:} | 7_pm 2,’_; | 7_pm 26 | 1:30pm |
Singin’ Singin’ 7pm Singin’ Singin’ 7pm
father’s day Singin’ Singin’
27 | 1:30pm 27
Singin’

Visit lyricopera.org/subscribe or call A GG G T
312.827.5600 where our audience services Color key not applicable
staff is waiting to assist you—join us! LRSS PO

Create your own series

price dates

Lyric is pleased to welcome The Joffrey
Ballet to their new home at the Lyric Opera
HOUS@ in 202] Other / special events

A B (o]




Lyric performnances touch our lives,
tell unforgettable stories, and Prowvi

fruly unique experiences
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