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LERNER & 
LOEWE ’S

MY FAIR LADY   Book and Lyrics by Alan Jay Lerner   Music by Frederick Loewe 
Adapted from George Bernard Shaw’s play and Gabriel Pascal’s motion picture Pygmalion. 
Original Production directed by Moss Hart. Production created by the Théâtre du Châtelet, Paris, in co-production with the State 
Academic Mariinsky Theatre. Photos by Todd Rosenberg Photography.

A classic Broadway hit packed with love and laughter 
comes to Lyric in a lavish production starting April 28
TICKETS FROM $29  |  SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR GROUPS OF 10+

LYRICOPERA.ORG | 312.827.5600     

Lyric Opera premiere generously made possible by The Negaunee Foundation, an Anonymous Donor, 
Mrs. Herbert A. Vance and Mr. and Mrs. William C. Vance, The Jacob and Rosaline Cohn Foundation, 
Robert S. and Susan E. Morrison, Mr. and Mrs. J. Christopher Reyes, Liz Sti� el, and Northern Trust.
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One of Britain’s most captivating 
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and star of the UK tours of 
My Fair Lady and Mary Poppins

Richard E. Grant 
HENRY HIGGINS

Distinguished fi lm and television actor 
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Abbey, Game of Thrones, Doctor Who, 
and more
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Featuring beloved songs I Could Have Danced All Night, 
The Rain in Spain, On the Street Where You Live, 
Get Me to the Church on Time, and more!
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B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s 

The Honorable Bruce Rauner
The Honorable Rahm Emanuel

Honorary Chairmen
of the Board

Edgar D. Jannotta
	 Co-Chairman Emeritus
Allan B. Muchin

Co-Chairman Emeritus
David T. Ormesher

Chairman of the Board
Lester Crown

Chairman of the
Executive Committee

Anthony Freud
General Director, President  
& CEO

Sir Andrew Davis
Vice Chair

Renée Fleming
Vice Chair

James L. Alexander
Vice Chair

Shirley Welsh Ryan
Vice Chair

William C. Vance
Vice Chair

Donna Van Eekeren
Secretary

Paul J. Carbone
Treasurer

Mary Ladish Selander
Assistant Secretary

Roberta Lane
Assistant Treasurer

Life Directors
Edgar Foster Daniels
Richard J. Franke
Edgar D. Jannotta
George E. Johnson
Robert H. Malott
James J. O’Connor
Gordon Segal
Robert E. Wood II

Directors
	 Katherine A. Abelson
* 	Whitney W. Addington, M.D.
* 	James L. Alexander
	 John P. Amboian
	 Paul F. Anderson
	 Larry A. Barden
* 	Julie Baskes
	 James N. Bay, Jr.
	 Melvin R. Berlin
	 Gilda R. Buchbinder
	 Allan E. Bulley, III
	 John E. Butler
* 	Marion A. Cameron
* 	Paul J. Carbone
	 David W. Carpenter
	 Timothy L. Christen
	 Richard W. Colburn
	 Michael P. Cole
	 Vinay Couto
* 	John V. Crowe
* 	Lester Crown
	 Marsha Cruzan
* 	Andrew Davis
† 	Gerald Dorros
	 Alexandra Dousmanis-Curtis
	 Ann M. Drake
	 Dan Draper
	 Allan Drebin
	 John D. Edelman
	 Stefan T. Edlis
	 Lois Eisen

	 W. James Farrell
	 Mark E. Ferguson
	 Michael W. Ferro, Jr.
	 Matthew A. Fisher
* 	Renée Fleming
* 	Sonia Florian
	 Mike Foley
* 	Anthony Freud
	 Kristine R. Garrett
	 Ronald J. Gidwitz
* 	Ruth Ann M. Gillis
* 	Brent W. Gledhill
	 Ethel C. Gofen
* 	Howard L. Gottlieb
	 Melvin Gray
	 Maria C. Green
*	 Dietrich M. Gross
	 Mary Pat Hay
	 Carrie J. Hightman
	 Elliot E. Hirsch
	 Eric L. Hirschfield
* 	J. Thomas Hurvis
	 Gregory K. Jones
† 	Stephen A. Kaplan
	 Kip Kelley II
* 	Nancy W. Knowles
† 	Fred A. Krehbiel
* 	Josef Lakonishok
† 	Robert W. Lane
* 	James W. Mabie
* 	Craig C. Martin
	 Robert J. McCullen
	 Blythe J. McGarvie
	 Andrew J. McKenna
	 Frank B. Modruson
	 Robert S. Morrison
* 	Allan B. Muchin
* 	Linda K. Myers
	 Jeffrey C. Neal
	 Amélie Négrier-Oyarzabal
	 Sylvia Neil
† 	John D. Nichols

	 Kenneth R. Norgan
	 Sharon F. Oberlander
* 	John W. Oleniczak
	 Olufunmilayo I. Olopade, M.D.
* 	David T. Ormesher
* 	William A. Osborn
	 Matthew J. Parr
*	 Jane DiRenzo Pigott
	 Jose Luis Prado
	 Don M. Randel
* 	Anne N. Reyes
	 J. Christopher Reyes
	 Thomas A. Reynolds III
† 	William C. Richardson, Ph.D.
	 Collin E. Roche
	 Ricardo Rosenkranz
	 Edward B. Rouse
	 Joseph O. Rubinelli, Jr.
* 	Shirley Welsh Ryan
* 	E. Scott Santi
	 Claudia M. Saran
	 Rodd M. Schreiber
* 	Jana R. Schreuder
	 Marsha Serlin
* 	Brenda M. Shapiro
* 	Eric S. Smith
	 Sarah Billinghurst Solomon
	 Pam F. Szokol
	 Franco Tedeschi
	 Mark A. Thierer
	 Cherryl T. Thomas
* 	William C. Vance
* 	Donna Van Eekeren
	 Mark Wagner
	 Roberta L. Washlow
	 Miles D. White
	
William Mason
	 General Director Emeritus

* Indicates member of the
  Executive Committee
† Indicates National Director
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	 Women’s Board
†	 Mimi Mitchell 
		  President
†	 Mrs. Christopher Murphy 
		  Vice President of Board Activities
†	 Marilynn Thoma 
		  Vice President of Education
†	 Mrs. Matthew A. Fisher 
		  Vice President of Fundraising
†	 Betsy Bergman Rosenfield 
		  Vice President of Special Events
	
	 Ms. Silvia Beltrametti
	 Margot Stone Bowen
	 Suzette B. Bulley
	 Marie Campbell
	 Mamie Biggs Case
	 Mrs. Alger B. Chapman, Jr.
	 Elizabeth O’Connor Cole
	 Mrs. Gary C. Comer
	 Mrs. Nancy Carrington Crown
*	 Mrs. Lester Crown
	 Mrs. Anne M. Edwards
*	 Mrs. W. James Farrell
	 Mrs. Michael Ferro
	 Regan Rohde Friedmann
	 Mrs. Robert W. Galvin
	 Lili Gaubin
	 Mrs. Ronald J. Gidwitz
†	 Keith Kiley Goldstein
	 Annemarie H. Gramm
	 Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel
	 Mrs. King Harris
	 Mrs. Julian W. Harvey
	 Caroline T. Huebner
	 Mrs. Philip E. Kelley
†	 Rebecca Walker Knight
	 Mrs. Frederick A. Krehbiel
	 Mrs. Richard H. Lenny
	 Mrs. Arthur C. Martinez
*	 Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
	 Florence D. McMillan
	 Alison Wehman McNally
	 Mrs. Susan H. Mesrobian
	 Mrs. Christopher C. Milliken
	 Mrs. Robert S. Morrison
	 Mrs. Susan B. Noyes
*	 Mrs. James J. O’Connor
	 Mrs. William A. Osborn
	 Mrs. Jerry K. Pearlman
	 Mrs. Frederick H. Prince
	 Mrs. James C. Pritchard
	 M.K. Pritzker
*†	Mrs. J. Christopher Reyes
	 Mrs. Ronald A. Rolighed
	 Trisha Rooney
*	 Mrs. Patrick G. Ryan
	 Mrs. James L. Sandner
†	 Mrs. E. Scott Santi
†	 Nancy S. Searle
	 Mrs. Alejandro Silva
	 Mrs. John R. Siragusa
	 Mrs. Lisbeth Stiffel
	 Mrs. James P. Stirling
*	 Mrs. Theodore D. Tieken
	 Mrs. Richard H. Wehman
	 Mrs. Robert G. Weiss
	 Hon. Corinne Wood
	 Mrs. Patrick Wood-Prince
	
	 Life Members
	 Paula Hannaway Crown
*	 Mrs. A. Campbell de Frise
*	 Jane Duboise Gargiulo
*	 Mrs. Richard W. Durkes
*	 Mrs. Paul W. Oliver, Jr.
	 Mrs. Jay A. Pritzker
	 Mrs. Gordon Segal
	
*	 Former President
†	 Executive Committee

	 Guild Board of Directors
†	 James A. Staples  
		  President
†	 Daniel T. Manoogian 
		  Vice President – Backstage Tours
†	 Maggie Rock
		  Vice President – Membership
†	 Allison Alexander
		  Vice President – Fundraising
†	 Daria Lewicky
		  Vice President – Benefit
†	 Dorothy Kuechl Secretary
†	 Marc Lacher Treasurer
	
	 Julie Ann Benson
	 Leslie Bertholdt
*†	Patrick J. Bitterman
	 Minka Bosco
	 Sarah Demet
	 Frank De Vincentis
	 Eben Dorros
	 Mrs. Amanda Fox
	 Mark Kozloff, M.D.
	 Gwen E. Kuber
	 Jonathan B. Lewis, Sr.
*	 Ms. Martina M. Mead
	 Craig R. Milkint
	 Melissa Mounce Mithal
	 Nathaniel W. Pusey
†	 Ms. Christina M. Rashid
	 Megan Burke Roudebush
	 David J. Seleb
	 Mary Lynne Shafer
	 Fay M. Shong
	 Ilene Simmons
	 Ms. Joan M. Solbeck
*	 Oscar Tatosian
	 Michael Tirpak
	 Karianne Wardell
	 Ms. Cathy Wloch
	 Ms. Anne Zenzer

	 Sustaining Members
	 Mrs. John H. Andersen
*	 Mrs. Gustavo A. Bermudez
	 Mrs. Avrum H. Dannen
* 	Robert F. Finke
	 Mrs. William R. Jentes
	 Chester T. Kamin
*	 Kip Kelley
	 John M. Kohlmeier
	 Mrs. Robert E. Largay
	 James G. McCormick
* 	Ms. Britt M. Miller
* 	John H. Nelson
	 Mrs. Lisbeth Stiffel
	 R. Todd Vieregg

	 Chapters’ Executive Board
†	 Mrs. Sherie Shapiro  
		  President
†	 Mrs. Peggy Beata
		  Vice President – Development
† 	Mary Robins
		  Vice President –  
		  Community Relations
*†	Mr. Jonathan Eklund
		  Vice President – Membership
† 	Ms. Ingrid Dubberke
		  Vice President – Program
† 	Laura Shimkus Secretary

	 Ms. Judith A. Akers
	 Mrs. Gerry Bellanca
	 Ms. Marlene R. Boncosky
	 Mrs. Linda Budzik
	 Mrs. Robert C. DeBolt
	 Mr. Joseph Ender
	 Ms. Erika E. Erich
	 Ms. Nancy R. Fifield

	 Ms. Margie Franklin
	 Rick Greenman
	 Dennis C. Hayes
	 Mrs. Mary Lunz Houston
	 Virginia Jach
	 Mrs. Jackie Knight
* 	Ms. Kate Letarte
	 Ms. Vee Minarich
	 Mrs. Maria Rigolin
	 Mrs. Carla Thorpe
	 Ms. Claudia Winkler
	 Sustaining Members
*	 Ms. Julie Anne Benson
	 Mrs. William Hamilton
*	 Mrs. Jorge Iorgulescu
*	 Ms. Dorothy Kuechl
	 Lester Marriner
	 Ms. Susan Miller
* 	Ms. Jennie M. Righeimer
	 Mr. and Mrs. Myron Tiersky
	 Life Members
* 	Mrs. J. William Cuncannan
* 	Mr. Roy Fisher
* 	Mrs. Donald Grauer
* 	Mrs. Patrick R. Grogan
* 	Mrs. Merwyn Kind
* 	Mrs. Jonathon R. Laing
* 	Mrs. Frank M. Lieber
* 	Mrs. Howard S. Smith
* 	Mrs. William C. Tippens
* 	Mrs. Eugene E. White
	 Chapter Presidents
	 Barrington
	 Mary Robins
	 Evanston
	 Barbara Eckel
	 Far West
	 Judy Marshall
	 Flossmoor Area
	 Ms. Sharon Gibson
	 Glencoe
	 Anne Ruzicka
	 Hinsdale
	 Joseph Ender
	 Hyde Park/Kenwood
	 Ms. Vee Minarich
	 Lake Geneva
	 Vivian Fabbro Keenan
	 Near North
	 Jackie Knight
	 Northfield
	 Ms. Margareta Brown
	 Northwest
	 Ms. Dorothy Kuechl
	 Riverside
	 Mary Kitzberger
	 Wilmette
	 Mrs. Nancy R. Fifield
	 Winnetka
	 Mrs. Julie McDowell

	 Young Professionals
	 Justin Breitfelder President
	 Lisa DeAngelis Vice President 
	 Chris Hanig Secretary
	 Tania Tawil Events Chair
	 Claudine Tambuatco  
		  YP Outreach Chair
	 Martha Grant  
		  Member Engagement Chair
	
	 Members at Large 
	 Ian Cundiff 
	 Lena Dickinson 
	 Evan Fry 
	 Fritzi Getz 
	 Laura Guili 
	 Amy O’Donnell 
	 Marne Smiley 

	 JJ Williams 
	 Lauren Wood

The Patrick G. and Shirley W.  
Ryan Opera Center Board  
of Directors
	 Patrick G. and Shirley Welsh Ryan  
	 	 Honorary Co-Chairs
	 John Nitschke President
^	 Jane DiRenzo Pigott Vice President –  
		  Fundraising
	 Philip G. Lumpkin Vice President –  
		  Fundraising Co-Chair
^	 Janet Burch Vice President –  
		  New Initiatives
^	 Joan Zajtchuk Vice President –  
		  Strategic Planning
	 Juliana Chyu Vice President –  
		  Strategic Planning Co-Chair
	 Debbie K. Wright Treasurer
	 Roberta Lane Assistant Treasurer
	 Richard W. Shepro Secretary
	 Dan Novak Assistant Secretary
	
*	 Katherine A. Abelson
	 Nicole M. Arnold
*^	Julie Baskes
	 Marcus Boggs
	 Heidi Heutel Bohn
^	 Tanja Chevalier
	 Tamara Conway
	 Lawrence O. Corry
*	 Allan Drebin
	 Erika E. Erich
	 Sally Feder
	 Anthony Freud
	 Melvin Gray
	 Mary Pat Hay
	 Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
	 Mary Ellen Hennessy
	 Martha A. Hesse
	 Loretta Julian
	 Chester T. Kamin
*	 Kip Kelley
*^	Susan Kiphart
	 Jeanne Randall Malkin
	 Robert C. Marks
	 Erma S. Medgyesy
	 Frank B. Modruson
	 Phyllis Neiman
	 Susan Noel
	 Michael A. Oberman
	 Gregory J. O'Leary
	 Ted Reichardt
	 Richard O. Ryan
	 Billie Jean Smith
	 Nasrin Thierer
	 Donna Van Eekeren
	 Mrs. Richard H. Wehman
	 Jack Weiss
	
	 Life Members
	 Mrs. James W. Cozad
	 Bernard J. Dobroski
	 Anne Gross
*	 Keith A. Reed
	 Orli Staley
*	 William C. Vance
*	 Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom
	 Howard A. Vaughan, Jr.
	
* 	Former President
† 	Executive Committee
^ 	Team Chair
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OFFICE OF THE GENERAL 
DIRECTOR
Anthony Freud
  General Director, President & CEO
  The Women’s Board Endowed Chair
Linda Nguyen Irvin  
  Manager, Office of  
  the General Director
Luke Duroc-Danner
   Assistant to the Office of the  
   General Director

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY 
GENERAL DIRECTOR
Drew Landmesser
  Deputy General Director
Sarah Generes
  Producer of Classical 
  and Crossover Programming 

ARTISTIC
Andreas Melinat
  Director of Artistic Planning
Cory Lippiello
  Deputy Director of Artistic Planning
Evamaria Wieser
  Casting Consultant

DEVELOPMENT
Mary Ladish Selander
  Director of Development
Zachary Vanderburg
  Assistant to the Director of Development
Kate Bollier
  Development Associate

Lawrence DelPilar
  Deputy Director of Development
Jonathan P. Siner
  Senior Director of Planned Giving
Lynn Bennett
   Associate Director of Planned and  
  Major Giving 
Meaghan Stainback
  Associate Director of Individual Giving
Daniel P. Moss
  Director of Institutional Partnerships
Jenny Seidelman
  Associate Director of  
  Corporate Partnerships
Sarah Kull
  Associate Director of Foundation
  and Government Partnerships

Rachel Peterson
  Administrative Coordinator – 
  Planned and Individual Giving
Pavitra Ramachandran
  Coordinator of Institutional 
  Partnerships

Kate Later
  Director of Women’s Board
Deborah Hare
   Assistant Director of Donor Services
   and Special Events
Chelsea Southwood
  Associate Director – Women’s Board
Leah Bobbey
  Women’s Board Administrative Assistant
Justin Berkowitz
   Women’s Board Assistant

Amy Tinucci
  Director of Systems, Reporting,
  and Donor Records
Ellen Barkenbush
  Director – Individual Giving  
  and Chapters
Scott Podraza
  Associate Director of Annual Giving
Michelle Neuffer
  Manager of Donor Communications 
Hanna Pristave
  Manager of Operations and  
  Data Analytics
Sarah Geocaris
  Development Coordinator – Chapters
Meghan Pioli
  Development Coordinator   
  – Donor Stewardship
Stephanie Lillie
  Senior Coordinator – Donor Records
  and Reporting
Amanda Ramsey
  Research Coordinator 
Andrea Rubens
  Development Coordinator
  – Guild Board and Young Professionals
Keyana Marshall
  Donor Records and Reporting Assistant

FINANCE
Roberta Lane
  Chief Financial Officer
Aaron Andersen
  Deputy Director, Budgeting  
  and Forecasting

Whitney Bercek
  Controller
Nancy Ko 
  Accounting Manager
Teresa Hogan
  Senior Staff Accountant
Leslie Horn
  Payroll Associate 
Kirsten Alfredsen
  Payroll Accounting Assistant
LeVora Martin
  Accounts Payable Coordinator
Dan Seekman
  Staff Accountant
Lupe Juarez
  Manager of Payroll and Human  
  Resource Information System

HUMAN RESOURCES
Elizabeth Landon
  Director of Human Resources
Tiffany Tuckett
  Talent Manager, Administrative Staff
Stephanie Strong
  Benefits Manager
Anna VanDeKerchove
  Office Coordinator

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Will Raj
  Director of Information Technology
Eric Hayes
  IT Operations Manager
Rita Parida
  Database Administrator 
Nikoleta Aranassova
  Systems Administrator
Christina Bledsoe
  Systems Analyst
Miles Mabry
  Technology Support Coordinator
Nicole Sankowski
  Web Content Administrator

LYRIC UNLIMITED
Cayenne Harris
  Lyric Unlimited Director
Mark Riggleman
  Director of Education  
  Chapters’ Endowed Chair for Education
Alejandra Boyer
  Director of Community Programs
Will Biby
  Audience Education Manager

Todd Snead
  School Engagement Manager
Dana McGarr
  Lyric Unlimited Coordinator
Drew Smith
  Education Coordinator
Jacob Stanton
  Assistant to the Lyric Unlimited Director

MARKETING AND PUBLIC 
RELATIONS
Lisa Middleton
  Director of Marketing

Holly H. Gilson
  Deputy Director of Communications
Roger Pines
  Dramaturg
Magda Krance
  Manager of Media Relations
Andrew Cioffi
  Digital Content Producer
Kamaria Morris 
  PR Specialist

Tracy Galligher Young
  Deputy Director of Marketing
Jennifer Colgan
  Senior Manager of Sales and Marketing
Laura E. Burgos
  Manager of Audience Development 
  and Customer Experience
Elizabeth Finch 
  Lyric Unlimited Marketing Manager
Jocelyn Park
  Creative Project Manager
Carrie Krol
  Graphic Designer
Valerie Bromann 
  Digital Marketing Specialist 
Michael Musick 
  Web and E-Marketing Specialist
Sam Fain
  Group Sales Associate
Lindsey Raker
  Marketing Associate, Special Programs
Margaret Stoltz
  Marketing Associate, 
  Advertising & Promotions
Stefany Phillips
  Marketing and Public Relations  
  Coordinator
Amanda Reitenbach
  Social Media Coordinator

Roberta Lane 
Chief Financial Officer

Mary Ladish Selander 
Director of Development

Anthony Freud, OBE
General Director, President & CEO
The Women’s Board Endowed Chair

Sir Andrew Davis 
Music Director 

John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols Endowed Chair

Renée Fleming 
Creative Consultant

Drew Landmesser 
Deputy General Director

Cayenne Harris 
Lyric Unlimited Director

Elizabeth Landon 
Director of Human Resources

Nicholas Ivor Martin 
Director of Labor Strategy and Artistic Operations

Andreas Melinat 
Director of Artistic Planning

Lisa Middleton 
Director of Marketing

Dan Novak 
Director, Ryan Opera Center 

 The Ryan Opera Center Board Endowed Chair

Will Raj 
Director of Information Technology

Rich Regan 
General Manager, Presentations and Events

Michael Smallwood 
Technical Director 

Allan and Elaine Muchin Endowed Chair
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Ticket Department
Susan Harrison Niemi
  Deputy Director of Audience Services
Alex Chatziapostolou (Demas)
  Sales Manager
Laura Waters
  Customer Service and Call Center  
  Manager
Kelly Cronin
  VIP and Inventory Associate
John Renfroe
  Tessitura Associate – Ticketing

Emma Andelson
Sebastian Armendariz
Donna Barbonas
Carmen Beam
Katy Beddingfield
Sharai Bohannon
Katie Burnham
Meghan Folkerts
Leigh Folta
Katie Galliart
Jennifer Gosack
Hillary Grobe
Martin Hughes
Erin Johnson
Aleksa Kuzma
Steve Landsman
Katelyn Lee
Marisa Lerman
Megan Ott
LaRob Payton
Karlos Pinero-Mercado
Will Roberts
Alex Romero
Angela Sheppard
Megan St. John
Lani Stait
Adam Stubitsch
Ivo Suarez
Mary Kate vom Lehn
Claire Watkins
Toby Wright
  Ticket Staff

OPERATIONS
Nicholas Ivor Martin
  Director of Operations and Special Initiatives
Stephanie Karr
  Director of Music Administration
Tabitha Boorsma
  Administrative Coordinator – Operations
Wendy Skoczen
  Chief Librarian
Gretchen Eng
  Music Administration Associate
Janis Sakai
   Music Administration Coordinator

Production and Rehearsal Staff
Cameron Arens
  Director of Production

Katrina Bachus
Daniel Ellis
Jodi Gage
Elise Sandell
David Toulson
  Assistant Directors

John W. Coleman
Chelsea Antrim Dennis
Rachel A. Tobias
  Stage Managers

Kristen Barrett
Eric Nathan Brady
Jordan Braun
Donald Claxon

Rachel Henneberry
Daniel Sokalski
Peggy Stenger
Amy Thompson
Bill Walters
Sandra Zamora
  Assistant Stage Managers

Ben Bell Bern
  Rehearsal Department Manager
Josie Campbell
  Artistic Services Coordinator
Marina Vecci
  Rehearsal Associate
Isabella Czyrnyj
Jeremiah Smith
Christine Wagner
  Rehearsal Assistants

PRESENTATIONS AND EVENTS
Rich Regan
  General Manager – Presentations  
  and Events
Nora O’Malley
  Facility Operations Manager
Sharon Lomasney
  Presentations and Events  
  Manager and Producer
Leslie MacLean
  Facilities Coordinator
Eleanor Sanchez
  Presentations and Events Coordinator
Stephen Dunford
  Chief Engineer
Gregg Brody
  Box Office Manager
Bernard McNeela
  Engineer
Briette Madrid
  Stage Door Supervisor
Nathan Tuttle
  Facilities Porter

RYAN OPERA CENTER
Dan Novak
  Director, The Ryan Opera Center 
  Board Endowed Chair
Craig Terry 
  Music Director
  Jannotta Family Endowed Chair
Julia Faulkner
  Director of Vocal Studies
  The Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation 
Jimmy Byrne 

Manager
Laura Stellwagon  

Administrative Coordinator

TECHNICAL 
Michael Smallwood
  Technical Director
  Allan and Elaine Muchin
  Endowed Chair
April Busch
  Production Manager
Michael Schoenig
  Technical Finance Manager
Madeleine Borg
   Production Manager – Lyric
   Unlimited/Ryan Opera Center

Scott Wolfson
  Assistant Technical Director
Stephen Snyder
  Technical Coordinator

Joe Dockweiler
  Master Carpenter
Mike Reilly 
   Head Flyman/Automation

Jeffrey Streichhirsch
  Automation Assistant

Chris Barker
Matt Reilly
  Rigging/Automation Assistants

Robert Barros
 Shop Carpenter
Brian Grenda
 Layout Carpenter
Drew Trusk
  Shop Welder
Bruce Woodruff
  Layout Welder
Richard “Doc” Wren
  Warehouse Coordinator

Dan DiBennardi
Justin Hull
Ryan McGovern
 Assistant Carpenters

Dan Donahue
Robert Hull, Jr.
John Ingersol
Ray Schmitz
   Carpenters

Chris Maravich
  Lighting Director
  Mary-Louis and James S. Aagaard 
  Endowed Chair
Heather Sparling
Eric Watkins
  Assistant Lighting Designers

Michael C. Reynolds
  Master Electrician
Soren Ersbak
  Board Operator

John Clarke, Jr.
Joseph Haack
Michael A. Manfrin
Robert Reynolds
  Assistant Electricians

Anthony Coia
Jason Combs
Gary Grenda
Thomas Hull
Daniel Kuh
Jeremy Thomas
  Electricians
Kevin Reynolds
 Surtitle Operator

Joe Schofield
  Head Audio/Visual Technician
Nick Charlan
Matt Ebel
  Audio/Visual

Maria DeFabo
  Properties and Scenic Art Director

Charles Reilly
  Property Master
Michael McPartlin
  Properties Crew Head
Phil Marcotte
  Prop Carpenter
Bob Ladd
  Armorer
Rachel Boultinghouse
  Upholsterer

Thomas Coleman, Jr.
Robert Hartge
Richard Tyriver
  Assistant Properties

Michael Buerger
Joseph Collins
Kevin Gac
Gordon Granger
Joe Mathesius
John Miulli
Michael O’Donnell, Jr.
  Properties

Brian Traynor
  Charge Artist
Tim Morrison
Michael Murtagh
  Scenic Artists

Scott Marr
  Production Design Director
Kristi Wood
  Costume Project Coordinator 

Maureen Reilly
  Costume Director
  The Richard P. and Susan Kiphart
  Endowed Chair
Lucy Lindquist
  Wardrobe Mistress

Bradley Baker
Jessica Doan
Kate Keefe
Cecylia Kinder
Krystina Lowe
Kathy Rubel
Toni Rubino
Joanna Rzepka
Marguerite Scott
Ewa Szylak
Barbara Szyllo
Maggie Zabieowski
  Wardrobe Staff

Scott Barker
Kelly Davis
Kim Kostera
Anna Krysik
Ed Mack
Wendy McCay
John Salyers
Isaac Turner
Chris Valente
Roger Weir
  Dressers

Sarah Hatten
  Marlys Beider Wigmaster and Makeup 
  Designer Endowed Chair
Kathleen A. Evans
  Department Coordinator

Brittany Crinson
Chantelle Marie Johnson
Robert Kuper
Lynn Koroulis
Claire Moores
  Staff

Brook Carlson
Lauren Cecil
Toywa Curington
Anelle Eorio
June Gearon
David Grant
Briette Madrid
Helen Marchfield
Lauren Marchfield
Nelson Posada 
Jada Richardson
Anita Trojanowski
Daria Wright
  Wig and Makeup Crew
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Itzhak Perlman, violin
Rohan De Silva, piano

Generously sponsored by 
Howard Gottlieb and Barbara Greis
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ITZHAK PERLMAN, violin
ROHAN DE SILVA, piano

Sunday, April 23, 2017
3:00 p.m.

	 VIVALDI	 Sonata in A Major for Violin and Continuo, Op. 2, No. 2, RV 31
	 (1678-1741) 	
		  Preludio a capriccio. Presto
		  Corrente. Allegro
		  Adagio
		  Giga. Allegro

	 BEETHOVEN	 Sonata No. 1 in D Major for Violin and Piano, Op. 12, No. 1
	 (1770-1827)	
		  Allegro con brio
		  Tema con variazioni: Andante con moto
		  Rondo: Allegro

	 SCHUMANN	 Fantasiestücke, Op. 73 
	 (1810-1856)	
		  Zart und mit Ausdruck
		  Lebhaft, leicht
		  Rasch und mit Feuer
 

–––––––––– INTERMISSION ––––––––––

	 RAVEL	 Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 2 in G Major
	 (1875-1937)				  
		  Allegretto
		  Blues. Moderato
		  Perpetuum mobile. Allegro

ADDITIONAL WORKS TO BE ANNOUNCED FROM THE STAGE

Mr. Perlman’s recordings can be found on the Deutsche Grammophon,
Decca, Warner/EMI Classics, Sony Classical, and Telarc labels

For more information on Itzhak Perlman, visit www.itzhakperlman.com

Management for Itzhak Perlman:
Primo Artists, New York, NY      www.primoartists.com

Stage Manager:  Peggy Stenger
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ITZHAK PERLMAN
Undeniably the reigning virtuoso of the 
violin, the Israeli violinist enjoys superstar 
status rarely afforded a classical musician. 
Beloved for his charm and humanity 
as well as his talent, he is treasured by 
audiences throughout the world who 
respond not only to his remarkable 
artistry, but also to his irrepressible joy for 

making music. Having performed with every major orchestra 
and at venerable concert halls around the globe, Perlman 
has been awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the 
Genesis Prize, a Kennedy Center Honor, the National Medal 
of Arts, and the Medal of Liberty. 
	 As a conductor, he has led the New York Philharmonic, 
Chicago Symphony, Philadelphia Orchestra, Boston Symphony, 
National Symphony, San Francisco Symphony, Los Angeles 
Philharmonic, and the leading orchestras of Dallas, Houston, 
Pittsburgh, Seattle, Montreal, Toronto, Berlin, London, 
and Tel Aviv, as well as at the Ravinia and Tanglewood 
festivals.  His current season highlights include concerts with 
the Baltimore, Milwaukee, Toronto, Cincinnati, Houston, and 
San Diego symphonies and playing/conducting the New York 
Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra, Seattle Symphony, Israel 
Philharmonic, and Chicago Symphony Orchestra at Ravinia. 
	 Perlman’s recordings have garnered 16 Grammy Awards 
and regularly appear on the bestseller charts. In 2008, he was 
honored with a Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award for 
excellence in the recording arts. He has long been a major 
presence in the performing arts on television and has been 
honored with four Emmy Awards, most recently for the PBS 
documentary Fiddling for the Future, a film about his work 
as a teacher and conductor for the Perlman Music Program. 
In 2004, PBS aired a special entitled Perlman in Shanghai, 
documenting the Perlman Music Program’s historic visit 
to China, culminating in a concert at the Shanghai Grand 
Theater and a performance with 1,000 young violinists. 
Perlman’s third Emmy recognized his dedication to klezmer 
music, as profiled in the 1995 PBS television special In the 
Fiddler’s House, which was filmed in Poland and featured him 
performing with four of the world’s finest klezmer bands. 
	 Perlman has entertained and enlightened millions of TV 
viewers of all ages on popular shows as diverse as The Late Show 
with David Letterman, Sesame Street, The Frugal Gourmet, 
The Tonight Show, and various Grammy telecasts. His PBS 
appearances have included A Musical Toast and Mozart by 
the Masters, as well as numerous Live from Lincoln Center 
broadcasts such as The Juilliard School: Celebrating 100 Years. 
In 2008, he joined renowned chef Jacques Pépin on Artist’s 
Table to discuss the relationship between the culinary and 
musical arts, and lent his voice as the narrator of Visions of 
Israel for PBS’s acclaimed Visions series. 
	 One of Perlman’s proudest achievements is his collaboration 
with film composer John Williams in Steven Spielberg’s Academy 
Award-winning film Schindler’s List, in which he performed 
the violin solos on the soundtrack. Perlman also has a long 
association with the Israel Philharmonic, having participated in 

many groundbreaking international tours with that orchestra. In 
1987, he joined the IPO for history-making concerts in Warsaw 
and Budapest, representing the first performances by this 
orchestra and soloist in Eastern bloc countries. He again made 
history as he joined the orchestra for its first visit to the Soviet 
Union in 1990, and was cheered by audiences in Moscow 
and Leningrad who thronged to hear his recital and orchestral 
performances. This visit was captured on a PBS documentary 
entitled Perlman in Russia, which won an Emmy. 
	 A native of Tel Aviv, Perlman is an alumnus of the city’s 
Academy of Music as well as The Juilliard School, where 
he studied with two legendary teachers, Ivan Galamian and 
Dorothy DeLay. He currently holds the Dorothy Richard 
Starling Foundation Chair at Juilliard.

ROHAN DE SILVA
The Sri Lankan pianist’s partnerships with 
violin virtuosos Itzhak Perlman, Pinchas 
Zukerman, Cho-Liang Lin, Midori, 
Joshua Bell, Benny Kim, Kyoko Takezawa, 
Vadim Repin, Gil Shaham, Nadja Salerno-
Sonnenberg, Julian Rachlin, James Ehnes, 
and Rodney Friend have led to highly 
acclaimed performances at recital venues 

all over the world. With these and other artists, De Silva has 
performed on the stages of Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, 
the Kennedy Center, Library of Congress, the Academy of 
Music (Philadelphia), Ambassador Auditorium (Los Angeles), 
Concertgebouw (Amsterdam), Wigmore Hall (London), 
Suntory Hall (Tokyo), the Mozarteum (Salzburg), La Scala, 
and in Tel-Aviv, Israel. Festival appearances include Aspen, 
Ravinia, Interlochen, Seattle Chamber Music, Manchester, 
Schleswig-Holstein, Pacific Music, and Wellington Arts in 
New Zealand. 
	 Current season highlights include performances with 
Perlman in recitals that take them to the Kravis Center of 
West Palm Beach, Nashville’s Schermerhorn Symphony 
Center, and San Francisco’s Davies Symphony Hall.
	 Alongside Perlman, De Silva has performed multiple 
times at the White House, most recently in 2012 at the 
invitation of President Barack Obama and Mrs. Obama for 
Israeli President and Presidential Medal of Freedom honoree 
Shimon Peres; and at a State Dinner in 2007, hosted by 
President George W. Bush and Mrs. Bush for Her Majesty 
The Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh. 
	 De Silva began his piano studies with his mother, the late 
Primrose De Silva, and with the late Mary Billimoria. He then 
spent six years at the Royal Academy of Music in London as a 
student of Hamish Milne, Sydney Griller, and Wilfred Parry. He 
continued his studies at The Juilliard School, where he studied 
piano with Martin Canin and chamber music with Felix Galimir, 
while also working closely with violin pedagogue Dorothy 
DeLay. He was awarded a special prize as best accompanist at 
the Ninth International Tchaikovsky Competition in Moscow 
and received the Samuel Sanders Collaborative Artist Award, 
presented to him by Perlman during the 2005 Classical 
Recording Foundation Awards Ceremony at Carnegie Hall.



P R O G R A M  N O T E S  |  L Y R I C  O P E R A  O F  C H I C A G O

A P R I L  2 3 ,  2 0 1 7    |   15

Sonata in A Major for Violin and Continuo, 
Op. 2, No. 2, RV 31
Antonio Vivaldi

The Italian Baroque composer and virtuoso violinist 
Antonio Vivaldi is perhaps best known for his concertos 
(particularly The Four Seasons), sacred choral works, and 
operas. However, Vivaldi also penned scores of sonatas: 
about 60 of his solo sonatas survive, and around 40 of 
those are for violin and continuo (an accompanying part 
including a bass line and harmonies, typically played on a 
keyboard instrument). Both a priest and a teacher, Vivaldi 
worked at the Ospedale della Pietà, a home for abandoned 
children that also functioned as a convent and music school, 
from 1703 to 1715 and again from 1723 to 1740. A large 
number of his compositions – including many of his solo 
sonatas – were written for and performed by the female 
students living at the Pietà. In 1709 Vivaldi collected twelve 
of these sonatas as his Op. 2 and dedicated them to King 
Frederik IV of Denmark while the king was visiting Venice. 
The Sonata in A Major for Violin and Continuo is the 
second of the twelve.
	 Though relatively conservative both formally and 
texturally, the idiomatic violin writing and brilliant figuration 
have made this sonata a favorite among modern performers. 
Each movement is quite brief; the entire work only lasts 
about seven minutes. The first movement opens with a 
florid prelude, quickly followed by a vigorous capriccio. The 
second movement is a stylized take on a corrente, a quick 
triple-meter Italian dance. Lyrical lines and a melancholy 
mood characterize the third movement adagio while the 
violin takes on an almost vocal quality in its mournful 
melody. The fourth and final movement is once more a 
stylized version of a popular Baroque dance: the gig. This 
lively closing number is full of ornamentation, energy, and 
brilliance.

— Laney Boyd

Sonata No. 1 in D Major for Violin and Piano,  
Op. 12, No. 1 
Ludwig van Beethoven 

In 1797-98, having recently established himself in Vienna 
as a piano virtuoso (he was also no slouch at the violin and 
viola), Beethoven composed three sonatas for violin and 
piano. He dedicated them to Antonio Salieri, the celebrated 
opera composer with whom Beethoven was currently 
studying. While these pieces were all written in the high 
Classical style synonymous with both Haydn and Mozart, 
they contain many elements that reflect Beethoven’s 
contemporary, increasingly assertive, and heightened 
emotional style. These sonatas have in common  three 
movements composed for skilled amateur performance, 
as well as equality in the pairing between violin and 
piano. Contemporary critics found the sonatas difficult 
to understand, and one critic even stated that listening to 
them was like “being lost in a forest.”
	 The first of these sonatas asserts itself in its first 
movement (marked Allegro con brio) with a distinct unison 
theme before the more lyrical second theme, played 
by the violin and continued by the piano. Beethoven’s 
jovial style, easily identifiable in his early-period writing, 
is evident with his conversational play between the two 
instruments. Similarly striking is his unexpected journey 
into the key of F major, which completely throws off one’s 
sense of a tonal center before ending the movement in the 
tonic of D major. The second movement is a theme and 
variations, marked Andante con moto. This contrasting 
middle movement in A major states a lovely two-part 
theme in the piano, echoed by the violin. The ensuing 
variations feature each player, highlight the parallel key 
of A minor, and eventually bring the emotionally varied 
movement to a gentle, languid close. The final movement, 
Rondo: Allegro, is in the compound meter of 6/8 and 
features several of Beethoven’s idiosyncratic compositional 
techniques, including sforzandos on the off-beats and 
increasing use of syncopation. It also contains a hint at the 
first movement’s utterance of F major, as well as not one but 
two false endings! The dance-like exuberance of the final 
movement brings the piece to a delightful and affectionately  
rustic close.

— Jay Gummert

PROGRAM NOTES
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Fantasiestücke, Op. 73
Robert Schumann

The great German Romantic composer Robert Schumann 
worked in virtually every major form of his day, from 
grand-scale works such as operas and symphonies to short 
character piano pieces and art songs, and a vast catalogue 
of orchestral, choral, and chamber pieces. Schumann was 
a lifelong lover of literature and he often included literary 
elements in his work. Much of his music has a narrative 
quality complete with starkly contrasting moods and abrupt 
changes in character and figuration. A Romantic through 
and through, Schumann subscribed to the idea that creative 
expression is a direct result of each individual artist’s 
unfettered ingenuity and imagination. Perhaps this goes 
some way toward explaining the title Fantasiestücke, or 
“Fantasy Pieces” (Schumann also gave this name to his Op. 
12, which includes eight short piano works). Written over 
just a few days in 1849, Op. 73 was originally composed 
for clarinet and piano. Two later arrangements substituted 
violin or cello for the clarinet.
	 Fantasiestücke, Op. 73 seems to function almost as 
an instrumental version of a song cycle: it is presented 
as a series of poetic miniatures unified harmonically and 
thematically despite strong juxtaposition of moods. The 
first piece marked “tenderly and with expression” is 
dreamily doleful and supported by supremely expressive 
beauty in the piano accompaniment. Its minor tonality 
brightens to major as the piece comes to an end, setting 
up the “lively, light” marking of the second piece. This 
central work is characterized by spirited energy and quick, 
agile passages in both the violin and piano. The final piece 
titled “quick and with fire” is marked by urgent intensity 
interspersed with more melodious, contemplative passages. 
However, frenzied passion eventually takes over, and the 
speed steadily increases as the instruments drive toward a 
euphoric, decisive close.

— Laney Boyd

Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 2 in G Major
Maurice Ravel

Of all the pieces on today’s program, Maurice Ravel’s 
Sonata for Violin and Piano in G Major is the only one 
that seeks not to blend and complement the voices of the 
violin and piano but rather to actively pit the instruments 
against one another. Ravel had a highly developed sense of 
instrumental color and believed the violin and piano were 
fundamentally “incompatible” instruments. However, he 
did not let this deter him from writing for the pair. Instead 
of seeking to make the duo work together, he endeavored 
to highlight their differences, resulting in striking sonorities 
not often heard in a work for violin and piano.
	 Ravel worked on and completed several other 
compositions between 1923 and 1927, while writing the 
Sonata for Violin and Piano in G Major, which perhaps 
goes some way to explaining the strong differences in style 
between movements. The opening Allegretto maintains 
hallmarks of his early compositional style (some might call it 
Impressionistic, though Ravel himself was less than fond of 
the label). The movement underlines the discord between 
the instruments with decisively separate part-writing and 
angular melodic lines that seem almost to scrape against 
one another. Delicately lyrical contrasting passages bring 
the instrumental colors closer together before they diverge 
once more, ending with a sparely textured ascent. 
	 The second movement Blues speaks to Ravel’s 
fascination with American jazz; many jazz elements made 
their way into Ravel’s music, particularly during his later 
career. The violin and piano are once more completely at 
odds as the movement begins with the instruments playing 
in two different keys. Syncopation, bent notes, and flatted 
sevenths accent the similar hard-edged quality of the first 
movement, though this time with an undoubtedly bluesy 
flavor. 
	 As the title of the Perpetuum mobile. Allegro finale 
suggests, the violin takes center stage in the third movement 
with an unceasing display of brilliant virtuosity while the 
piano is relegated to an accompanimental – though by no 
means undemanding – capacity. The two voices continue 
to dance in a relentless whirlwind of notes before a striking 
final passage brings the work to a breathtaking conclusion.

— Laney Boyd
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