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At Lyric, you’ll be amazed, replenished, 
and inspired with must-see, must-hear live 
experiences. Through the timeless power of 
voice, acting that brings characters to life in 
triumph and tragedy, the splendor of a great 
orchestra and chorus—coupled with theater, 
dance, design, and truly magical stagecraft—
Lyric is devoted to immersing audiences 
in worlds both familiar and unexpected, 
creating shared experiences that resonate 
long after the curtain comes down.
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Welcome 
to your Lyric



Lyric Opera of Chicago  |  8

Welcome to The Magic Flute . . .

… a miraculous and much-loved work that we bring to you in a critically acclaimed production never before seen  
in Chicago. We hope that you’ll find this brilliantly reimagined production, inspired by the silent films of the 1920s,  
a witty and delightful way to experience a timeless opera. 
 
As we work to ensure opera’s vibrant future, creative exploration of our art form has never been more important. 
This season, Lyric brings you three works that we have never performed before: Daniel Catán’s Florencia en 
el Amazonas, Missy Mazzoli’s Proving Up, and Terence Blanchard’s Fire Shut Up in My Bones. All of our other 
productions are either entirely new or new to Chicago. Future seasons also will include new works from  
an exciting variety of voices telling important, contemporary stories.
 
Innovation is a Lyric hallmark that reaches beyond our stage and can be seen throughout the company. Whether it 
was our work to ensure that classical music was present in the Chicago Public School system during the pandemic 
through virtual streaming, our rich array of digital and live programs produced over last year’s reimagined season, 
ongoing updates to our historic opera house, or our new partnership with Invesco QQQ as our first full-season 
season sponsor, Lyric values and prioritizes fresh thinking and approaches that allow us to expand entry points  
for this art form that we all love so much.
 
As we settle in to enjoy the glorious sounds of live opera—and Mozart’s uniquely humane vision of the triumph of 
good over evil—we thank you for all that you do to make our season possible. Lyric’s work, both onstage and across 
our community, is the result of the direct, generous support of caring and passionate opera lovers like you, and we 
are so grateful to have you as part of our Lyric family. 
 
Opera Forever! Lyric Forever!

From the Chair  
and the General Director

SYLVIA NEIL
Chair

ANTHONY FREUD OBE
President, General Director & CEO
The Women’s Board Endowed Chair T
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By Mari Moroz 

Advancing a Chicago landmark
Lyric Opera House upgrades 
and renovations 



Advancing a Chicago landmark

The Lyric Opera House has stood as a home of profound operatic artistry since 
1929, and every house needs a few renovations every so often. Some of the most 
essential recent upgrades to the building have been in direct response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but Lyric also used the past eighteen months to embark on 
and complete projects to refurbish front-facing areas and locations not visible to 
the public. Megan St. John, Lyric’s director of facility operations, recognized the 
opportunity to make these changes during the pandemic. “Our hope is that we 
never disrupt productions. Our work needs to be done silently and behind the 
scenes to ensure safety for patrons and staff.” 

To create the safest and healthiest guest experience, Lyric added touchless 
fixtures, including faucets, toilets, and paper towel dispensers, in every patron 
restroom as well as those backstage and in the administrative offices. Thirty 
additional hand sanitizer stations also were installed for patrons and artists 
around the building. 

The opera house also underwent an HVAC upgrade with the installation of new 
air filters to decrease recycled air and increase fresh air exchange. These filters’ 
grades now exceed CDC recommendations. “With Chicago’s hot summers and 
cold winters, it can be difficult to bring ventilated fresh air indoors, but our 
goal is to make certain that at all times, at least 25 percent of the building’s air 
is coming from outdoors. During the fall and spring seasons, that percentage 
rises to almost 100,” shared St. John. Lyric’s new ventilation systems also are 
continuously cleaned and fogged to keep them in top shape.

Lyric’s incredible night-cleaning crew updated its practices to use hospital-grade 
cleaning materials that are safe for the gorgeous wood, side panels, and fabric of 
Lyric’s brand-new seats. Staff utilize sanitizing backpacks to clean the seats after 
every show, as well as the carpet and all frequently used surfaces.

“If you survive long 
enough, you’re revered—
rather like an old building.” 

–Katharine Hepburn
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Aside from its enhancements to support health and safety, 
some of Lyric’s recent changes serve as much-needed 
modernizations and restorations. Patrons will certainly 
enjoy the Ardis Krainik Theatre’s wonderful new seats 
that were installed as part of Lyric’s Patron Accessibility 
Initiative. While the goal of the project was to widen the 
aisles for safer and more expedient entrance and egress, 
add wheelchair seating locations, and smooth and level 
the floor for accessibility purposes, the theater also now 
boasts more comfortable seats with offset sightlines on 
the main floor that mirror the viewing experience of other 
seating levels. 

Operagoers also will notice beautifications and improve-
ments made to the front-of-house elevators. “The elevators’ 
mechanical components had not been updated since the 
opera house was built in 1929, so it was definitely time for 
some necessary changes,’’ noted St. John. With the help of 
external architects, Lyric also refurbished the interior of the 
elevators during the renovation, preserving the beautiful, 
historic look of wood paneling and art deco accents and, 
most importantly, providing a faster journey upstairs. 

There also are some behind-the-scenes transformations 
taking place at the Lyric Opera House. Passenger and 
freight elevators, which are used daily by Lyric artists, the 
Orchestra and Chorus, crew members, wig and makeup 

artists, and rehearsal staff, were able to undergo long-
needed renovations this past summer. 

The Lyric Opera House, historically known as the Civic 
Opera House, was built with cement vaults on two sides, 
and these near century-old underground chambers—now 
used as areas for stagehands and ushers—were in need of 
reinforcement as well. Lyric worked with the city to shut 
down the Washington Boulevard turn lane and sidewalk for 
the summer, and the result was a brand-new, waterproofed 
sidewalk that will help to preserve the vaults. Lyric also 
plans to upgrade its Washington-side truck lift in the 
coming years as renovations continue, and the vault under 
Madison Street will receive further repairs next year. 

When it opened almost 100 years ago, the Chicago 
architectural firm of Graham, Anderson, Probst & White—
which also designed the Field Museum, the Wrigley 
Building, and the Merchandise Mart—wished for the Civic 
Opera Building to symbolize “the spirit of a community 
which is still youthful and not much hampered by traditions.” 
Our Lyric Opera House, however, is not hampered by 
traditions; instead, its stunningly beautiful interior honors 
and supports the continuation of live opera, an art form that 
is just as timeless as the opera house in which it lives. 

Mari Moroz is Lyric’s former public relations manager.  
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Innovation:
A shared passion ignites a strategic partnership
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May Lose Value  |  Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
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This does not constitute a recommendation of any investment strategy 

or product for a particular investor. Investors should consult a financial 

professional before making any investment decisions.

NCAA is a trademark of the National Collegiate Athletic Association. 

Invesco is not affiliated with the NCAA. 

Invesco Capital Management LLC, investment adviser and Invesco Distributors, 

Inc., ETF distributor, are indirect, wholly owned subsidiaries of Invesco Ltd.

Before investing carefully read and consider fund investment objectives, 

risks, charges, expenses, and more in prospectus at invesco.com.

NA8520

You may have noticed on Lyric’s website and emails that there 
is one company prominently displayed as 2021/22 Season 
sponsor: Invesco QQQ, Lyric Opera of Chicago’s first official 
full-season sponsor. Invesco QQQ has a strong history of 
engagement with the Chicago community, and this year’s 
expansion of its traditional Lyric sponsorship into a season 
sponsorship reflects an important strategic partnership 
between Invesco QQQ and Lyric Opera of Chicago.

In June 2020, Anna Paglia became managing director 
of Invesco Capital Management LLC, which serves as 
sponsor of Invesco QQQ, and immediately sought to build 
a deeper relationship with Lyric. “Lyric has a tradition of 
innovation, pioneering many unique productions while 
still remaining true to opera’s roots,” says Paglia. “This 
evokes the same legacy of Invesco QQQ and therefore 
makes a great sponsorship pairing.”

Lyric had been developing the concept of a full-season 
sponsor, and after the interest shown by Paglia and 
Invesco QQQ, it felt like the perfect moment to put this 

new, elevated opportunity to the test. As the first official 
season sponsor for a cultural institution like Lyric Opera 
of Chicago, Invesco QQQ continues its tradition of 
fostering deep and expansive relationships with singular 
organizations, similar to its relationship with the NCAA 
as its official ETF. Through these large, impactful, and 
far-reaching sponsorships, Invesco QQQ is able to 
demonstrate the shared value it finds in partnering with 
exceptional entities like Lyric. With those values in mind, 
a season sponsorship was born. 

Lyric’s current production of The Magic Flute from 
Barrie Kosky and 1927 closely aligns with Invesco QQQ’s 
innovative spirit: the production’s unique, unparalleled 
concept is just like the thoughtful innovation that Invesco 
QQQ provides its investors. Invesco QQQ always partners 
with the most forward-thinking people and companies in 
their fields.

“We are so grateful for Invesco QQQ’s relationship with 
Lyric over the years, and especially for its groundbreaking 
season sponsorship in Lyric’s recovery season,” shares 
Anthony Freud, Lyric’s general director, president, & CEO. 
“Invesco QQQ is harnessing its resources to engage with 
the arts in a truly meaningful and tangible way, and we are 
thrilled to share a passion for innovation and community 
building with this extraordinary, pioneering ETF.”

The people of Lyric are thrilled to welcome Invesco 
QQQ as 2021/22 Season sponsor. To read more about the 
company, visit invesco.com/qqq-etf/en/home.html. To 
learn about how you can personally support Lyric through 
a donation or sponsorship, 
visit lyricopera.org/
support-lyric. 

Audience members attend Macbeth, Lyric’s first opera of the 2021/22 
season presented by Invesco QQQ.  
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The Magic Flute 
(LA Opera).

Mozart’s miraculous blend of the human and 
the supernatural, comedy and romance, create a 
world in which a prince, Tamino, and a princess, 
Pamina, triumph over every obstacle in their 
search for wisdom and enlightenment. This is a 
gloriously varied score, with the lovers’ soulful 
arias, the stratospheric vocal fireworks of the 
villainous Queen of the Night, the subterranean 
depths of the formidable high priest Sarastro, and 
the folk-like melodies of the lovable birdcatcher 
Papageno. The timeless genius of Mozart’s music 
offers a universal message in The Magic Flute: 
love is transcendent. 
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The Magic Flute 
(LA Opera).

The Magic 
Flute
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Help power your portfolio with  
the innovators of the Nasdaq-100

Invesco QQQ proudly sponsors Lyric Opera of Chicago

You don’t need  
to be a world-class 
composer to  
help orchestrate  
a better future
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The Magic Flute
(Die Zauberflöte)
New-to-Chicago Production | Singspiel in two acts in German  
Music by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Libretto by Emanuel Schikaneder and Carl Ludwig Giesecke

CHARACTERS IN ORDER OF VOCAL APPEARANCE
Tamino	 Pavel Petrov+
First Lady	 Mathilda Edge•

Second Lady	 Katherine DeYoung+•
Third Lady	 Kathleen Felty•

Papageno	 Huw Montague Rendall+
Queen of the Night	 Lila Dufy+ 
Monostatos	 Brenton Ryan
Pamina 	 Ying Fang
Three Genii	 Daelyn Calloway 
		  Elyssa Hall+
		  Henry Lombardo
Sarastro	 Tareq Nazmi+
First Armored Man	 Martin Luther Clark+•

Second Armored Man	 Anthony Reed•

Papagena	 Denis Vélez•

Conductor	 Karen Kamensek+
Original Directors	 Suzanne Andrade+
		  Barrie Kosky+
Revival Director	 Tobias Ribitzki+
Designer	 Esther Bialas+
Animation Designer	 Paul Barritt+
Chorus Master	 Michael Black
Wigmaster and	 Sarah Hatten 
	 Makeup Designer
Assistant Director	 Jordan Braun  
Stage Managers	 Rachel Tobias 
		  Sandra Zamora
Hammerklavier	 Jerad Mosbey
Stage Band Conductor	 Stefano Sarzani    
Musical Preparation	 Noah Lindquist 
		  Jerad Mosbey
		  Chris Reynolds•
		  Stefano Sarzani 
Projected English Titles	 Komische Oper Berlin
+	 Lyric debut
•	 Current member, The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center
First performed in Vienna on September 30, 1791
First performed by Lyric Opera on November 18, 1966

The Magic Flute (Los Angeles Opera). 
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Supernumeraries		  James Edward Dauphin
		  Matt Goto
		  Sasha Rashidee
		  Claudia Urbano
		  Roger Warner



Lyric Opera of Chicago  |  20

Additional support is provided by Lyric 
Opera of Chicago’s Production Circle.

Lyric Opera of Chicago gratefully 
acknowledges the support of the 
Regenstein Foundation Mozart Endowed 
Chair in Memory of Ruth Regenstein.

Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official 
Airline, American Airlines.

A Production of the Komische Oper Berlin.

Co-Produced by Los Angeles Opera  
and Minnesota Opera.

Production by Suzanne Andrade and 
Barrie Kosky. Animation by Paul Barritt. 
Concept by “1927” (Suzanne Andrade 
and Paul Barritt) and Barrie Kosky. Stage 
design and costumes by Esther Bialas.

Set construction by Minnesota Opera. 
Costumes by the Los Angeles Opera 
Costume Shop. Additional costumes by 
Kang Zhang Tailors and Uber Costume.

APPROXIMATE TIMINGS
Act 1 	 1 hour, 5 minutes
Intermission 	 25 minutes
Act 2 	 1 hour, 10 minutes
Total	 2 hours, 40 minutes

Act one
In a dark forest, far away…
As he flees from a monstrous serpent, Tamino is rescued at the last second 
by three ladies who serve the Queen of the Night. When he regains 
consciousness, the first person Tamino sees is Papageno, so Tamino believes 
him to be his rescuer.

Papageno, a bird catcher in search of love, does nothing to dispel the 
misunderstanding. The three ladies punish Papageno for this lie by rendering 
him mute. They show Tamino a picture of Pamina, the Queen’s daughter. 
Tamino instantly falls in love.

The Queen of the Night appears and tells Tamino about her daughter’s 
kidnapping at the hands of the evil Sarastro. Tamino eagerly agrees to her 
command that he rescue Pamina. The three ladies give Papageno back his 
voice and instruct him to accompany Tamino. As protection against danger, 
they give him a magic flute, while Papageno receives bells. The duo also is 
provided three guides to show Tamino and Papageno the way to Sarastro.

Pamina is tormented by Sarastro’s slave Monostatos, but she is saved when 
Papageno wanders in, having become separated from Tamino. Both Papageno 
and Monostatos are frightened by one another’s strange appearance. Left 
alone with Pamina, Papageno announces that her rescuer Tamino will soon 
arrive. Papageno admits that his own search for love has sadly proved 
fruitless so far, and Pamina comforts him.

The three guides lead Tamino to the gates of Sarastro’s domain. He learns 
that the Queen is really the evil one, and the good Sarastro was merely trying 
to spare Pamina from her mother’s dark influence. Overjoyed to learn that 
Pamina is still alive, Tamino plays on his magic flute, enchanting nature with 
his music.

Papageno and Pamina try to flee, but they are caught by Monostatos and his 
helpers; Papageno’s magic bells soon defeat their pursuers. Sarastro and his 
retinue then enter upon the scene. Monostatos leads in Tamino, and Sarastro 
punishes Monostatos for tormenting Pamina. The long awaited encounter 
between Tamino and Pamina is all too brief; Sarastro orders that they must 
now face a series of trials.

INTERMISSION

PRODUCTION SPONSORS

The Negaunee Foundation
Nancy & Sanfred Koltun
Liz Stiffel
Gramma Fisher Foundation 
   of Marshalltown, Iowa
Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross
Randy L. & Melvin R.* Berlin
*deceased 

Synopsis
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Act two
The trial of silence
Tamino and Papageno must practice being silent. When the three ladies 
appear and attempt to persuade them to abandon their quest, the trial 
becomes truly difficult. Tamino remains silent and resolute, while Papageno 
immediately begins to chatter.

Meanwhile, Monostatos again tries to get close to the sleeping Pamina. The 
Queen of the Night appears and orders her daughter to kill Sarastro. Pamina 
remains behind, despairing, and Sarastro seeks to console her by forswearing 
any thoughts of revenge.

The trial of temptation
Tamino and Papageno must resist all temptation: no conversation, no women, 
no food! As well as the magic flute and bells, the three guides also bring 
Tamino and Papageno sustenance, which Tamino steadfastly resists. Even the 
arrival of Pamina fails to draw a single word from Tamino’s lips, which she 
interprets as a rejection. She laments the cooling of Tamino’s love for her.

Before the last trial, Pamina and Tamino are brought together one last time 
to say farewell to one another. Papageno is not permitted to take part in any 
further trials. He now wishes only for a glass of wine—and he dreams of  
his great love.

Pamina believes that she has lost Tamino forever. In her despair, she seeks 
to end her own life, but is prevented from doing so by the three guides, who 
assure her that Tamino still loves her. Gladdened and relieved, Pamina accepts 
their invitation to see Tamino again. Reunited at last, Tamino and Pamina 
undergo the final trial together. Pamina suggests that Tamino play the magic 
flute to provide them with protection.

The trial of fire and water
The music of the magic flute and their love for one another allow Tamino and 
Pamina to conquer their own fear and overcome the dangers of fire and water.

Papageno is still unsuccessful in his search for the perfect mate. Despairing, 
he now also seeks to end his life, but is prevented from doing so by the three 
guides. Papageno’s dream finally comes true: together with the beautiful 
Papagena, the two dream of being blessed with many children.

Meanwhile…
…the Queen of the Night, the three ladies, and the turncoat Monostatos arm 
themselves for an attack against Sarastro and his retinue. However, their 
attack is repelled. Tamino and Pamina have reached the end of their trials,  
and can finally be together.

Synopsis
	     Continued
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YING FANG | PAMINA
Previously at Lyric: Zerlina/Don Giovanni 
(2019/20). 
 

During the 2020/21 season, the Chinese 
soprano made her debuts at Dutch National 

Opera and Santa Fe Opera as Susanna/The Marriage of Figaro, 
and sang Rossini’s Petite messe solennelle in a virtual concert with 
Dutch National Opera. Fang has previously scored successes 
as Pamina (Metropolitan Opera, Zürich Opera House), Ilia/
Idomeneo (new production, Salzburg Festival), and Servilia/La 
clemenza di Tito (Met). She recently returned to the Los Angeles 
and New York philharmonics and debuted with the major 
orchestras of Cleveland, Boston, Hong Kong, San Francisco, and 
Houston. Other role highlights include Nannetta/Falstaff (Verbier 
Festival), Morgana/Alcina (Washington), Adina/L’elisir d’amore 
(Vancouver), and Handel’s Il trionfo del Tempo e Disinganno and 
Fauré’s Requiem (both at the Festival d’Aix-en-Provence). Fang has 
appeared in recital at Carnegie Hall and has been heard with the 
New World Symphony and Pittsburgh and National symphony 
orchestras. The soprano is an alumna of the Shanghai Conservatory 
of Music, the Juilliard School, and the Metropolitan Opera’s 
Lindemann Young Artist Development Program. 

PAVEL PETROV | TAMINO 
Lyric debut 

First-prize winner and recipient of the 
Ferrer Prize of Zarzuela in the prestigious 
2018 Operalia competition, the Belarusian 

tenor’s upcoming engagements include house debuts at the 
Opéra national de Paris, Glyndebourne on Tour, and Opéra de 
Lausanne. Engagements elsewhere have included the Vienna 
State Opera (Nemorino/L’elisir d’amore), London’s Royal Opera 
House (Pong/Turandot), the Arena di Verona (Alfredo/La traviata), 
Opera Australia, (Ferrando/Così fan tutte), the Salzburg Festival 
(Chaplitsky/The Queen of Spades), Romanian National Opera 
(Lensky/Eugene Onegin and Alfredo), and the Mikhailovsky 
Theatre in St. Petersburg (Alfredo). Petrov performed in a gala 
concert in Moscow with the State Symphony Orchestra of Russia 
alongside Armenian-Lithuanian star soprano Asmik Grigorian. 
Previously, he was a member of the ensemble at Oper Graz, where 
his roles have included Alfredo, Lensky, Belfiore/Il viaggio a Reims, 
Prunier/La rondine, Don Ottavio/Don Giovanni, Edgardo/Lucia di 
Lammermoor, Narraboth/Salome, and Rodolfo/La bohème.

HUW MONTAGUE RENDALL | 
PAPAGENO 
Lyric debut 

Recognized internationally as one of the most 
exciting British singers to have emerged 

in recent years, the baritone’s career highlights include Count 
Almaviva/The Marriage of Figaro (Opéra national de Lorraine), 
Ned Keene/Peter Grimes (Enescu Festival), Harlequin/Ariadne auf 
Naxos (Festival d’Aix-en-Provence, Paris’s Théâtre des Champs-
Élysées), Schaunard/La bohème (Zürich Opera House), Marcello/
La bohème (Barrie Kosky’s new production at Berlin’s Komische 
Oper), the Prince of Mantua/Offenbach’s Fantasio (Garsington 
Opera), and Rendall’s return to the Salzburg Festival to perform 
in the “Mozart Matinee” series. He has given many recitals in the 
U.K., and has appeared with the Scottish Chamber Orchestra 
and the RTE National Symphony Orchestra in concert. Rendall 
is an alumnus of the Jerwood Young Artist program at the 
Glyndebourne Festival (where he sang Fiorello/The Barber of 
Seville and received the much-coveted John Christie award), the 
Salzburg Festival’s prestigious young artist program, and Zürich’s 
International Opera Studio.  

LILA DUFY | QUEEN OF THE NIGHT 
Lyric debut 

The French coloratura soprano currently 
lives in New York, where she is one of eight 
emerging artists in the Juilliard School’s 

opera studies artist diploma program. During the summer of 2021, 
she performed with the Orchestre du Capitole de Toulouse and 
took part in the Académie d’Aix-en-Provence, where she worked 
with Edith Wiens and conductor Duncan Ward. Dufy’s repertoire 
includes Tytania/A Midsummer Night’s Dream; Despina/Così fan 
tutte; Eurydice/Orphée aux enfers; and the Princess, Fire, and 
Nightingale/L’enfant et les sortilèges. Having already performed in 
the United States, Canada, and Europe, she also is fond of concert 
music and makes it a substantial part of her repertoire; recently, she 
sang with the Nürnberg Orchestra and at Montreal’s Bach Festival. 
Dufy holds a master’s degree from the University of Montreal.

Artist profiles
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TAREQ NAZMI | SARASTRO 
Lyric debut

The Kuwait-born German bass began his stage 
career at the Bavarian State Opera’s opera 
studio, and subsequently became a member of 

the company’s ensemble; there, he has sung many important roles, 
including the Speaker/The Magic Flute, Publio/La clemenza di Tito, 
and Colline/La bohème. Highlights of previous seasons include Philip 
II/Don Carlo and Zaccaria/Nabucco (both at Theater St. Gallen in 
Switzerland), and Banco/Macbeth (Antwerp). He starred as Bottom/A 
Midsummer Night´s Dream in a new staging by Damiano Michieletto 
at Vienna’s Theater an der Wien. Nazmi debuted at the Salzburg 
Festival in 2016, and returned as the Speaker/The Magic Flute in 2018. 
He has toured Europe singing Pope Clement VII/Benvenuto Cellini 
in concert with Sir John Eliot Gardiner, and his concert appearances 
also include performances with the National Symphony Orchestra, 
the Orchestre de Paris, and Berlin’s Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester. 
He has given recitals with pianist Gerold Huber in Munich, Cologne, 
Ingolstadt, the Schubertiade Festival, and at London’s prestigious 
Wigmore Hall.

BRENTON RYAN | MONOSTATOS
Previously at Lyric: Fool/Wozzeck (2015/16).

Winner of the Birgit Nilsson prize at the 
2016 Operalia competition, the American 
tenor recently returned to the Metropolitan 

Opera in William Kentridge’s new production of Wozzeck. Ryan 
debuted at the Met as Pedrillo/Die Entführung aus dem Serail and 
has subsequently appeared as Spoletta in Sir David McVicar’s 
new production of Tosca. Additional important credits include 
his European debut as Pedrillo in a new production at the Opéra 
de Monte Carlo, a return to Opera Theatre of Saint Louis as Nero 
in Tim Albery’s production of The Coronation of Poppea, his first 
Lysander/A Midsummer Night’s Dream in the U.S. premiere of 
Robert Carsen’s production at Opera Philadelphia, and his San 
Francisco Opera debut as Janek in Olivier Tambosi’s production 
of The Makropulos Affair. Ryan also has appeared with the major 
companies of Los Angeles (numerous roles, including Léon/The 
Ghosts of Versailles, released in a Grammy-winning recording), 
Santa Fe, Dallas, and Houston.

MATHILDA EDGE | FIRST LADY
Previously at Lyric: Lady in Waiting/Macbeth 
(2021/22), Berta/The Barber of Seville 
(2019/20).

The third-year Ryan Opera Center soprano 
recently performed in the “Sunday in the Park with Lyric’s Rising  
Stars’’ concert, and elsewhere has portrayed Fiordiligi/Così fan 
tutte, First Lady/The Magic Flute, Sandman/Hansel and Gretel, 
Romilda/Xerxes, the Milliner/Der Rosenkavalier, and Cio-Cio-San/
Madama Butterfly. As part of San Francisco Opera’s Merola Opera 

Program, she sang selections from Thaïs and I vespri siciliani 
in concert, and covered the title role in Ariadne auf Naxos as a 
Santa Fe Opera apprentice artist in 2018. She is the recipient of 
a 2019 Sara Tucker Study Grant from the Richard Tucker Music 
Foundation, and has triumphed in numerous competitions, 
including Houston Grand Opera’s Eleanor McCollum Competition. 
Mathilda Edge’s appearance in The Magic Flute is sponsored by 
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Atkinson, Jr. Ms. Edge’s Ryan Opera Center 
residency is sponsored by Maurice J. and Patricia Frank.

KATHERINE DEYOUNG |  
SECOND LADY
Lyric debut

The second-year Ryan Opera Center mezzo-
soprano hails from Traverse City, Michigan, and 

began Lyric’s 2021/22 season performing in “Sunday in the Park with 
Lyric’s Rising Stars.” Last season, she appeared in virtual programs 
“Sole e Amore,” “Magical Music Around the World,” and “Rising 
Stars in Concert.” As a member of the 2019/20 Michigan Opera 
Theatre studio, she portrayed the Sandman/Hansel and Gretel, Old 
Lady/Candide, Mother/Amahl and the Night Visitors, and Mae/The 
Grapes of Wrath. She was a member of Santa Fe Opera’s apprentice 
program in 2018 and 2019 and was a national semi-finalist in the 
2020 Metropolitan Opera Eric and Dominique Laffont Competition. 
Role credits include Isabella/L’italiana in Algeri, Fidalma/The Secret 
Marriage, Gertrude/Romeo and Juliet, Elizabeth Proctor/The Crucible, 
Lady Sneerwell/Robert Nelson’s The School for Scandal (world 
premiere), and the title role/Carmen. Katherine DeYoung is supported 
by Lead Sponsor Dr. & Mrs. Mark F. Kozloff and Cynthia Vahlkamp  
& Robert Kenyon.

KATHLEEN FELTY |  
THIRD LADY
Previously at Lyric: Laura/Luisa Miller 
(2019/20).

From Lubbock, Texas, the third-year Ryan 
Opera Center member’s repertoire includes Charlotte/Werther, 
Angelina/La Cenerentola, Unulfo/Rodelinda, Miss Jessell/Turn of 
the Screw, Geneviève/Impressions de Pelléas, Dinah/Trouble in 
Tahiti, Komponist/Ariadne auf Naxos, and Paula/Florencia en el 
Amazonas. Felty is a former Santa Fe Opera apprentice artist, and 
also has participated in Ravinia’s Steans Music Institute and the 
Solti Accademia di Bel Canto fellowship program. She recently 
appeared in the Harris Theater’s “Beyond the Aria” series, in 
concert with North Carolina Opera as Clotilde/Norma, and made 
her Dayton Opera debut in the role of Maddalena/Rigoletto. She 
is a four-time district winner of the Metropolitan Opera’s Eric and 
Dominique Laffont Competition. In Lyric’s 2020/21 season, Felty 
sang in “Sole e Amore,” “Magical Music Around the World,” and 
“Rising Stars in Concert.” Kathleen Felty is sponsored by Heidi 
Heutel Bohn, Lawrence O. Corry, and Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom.
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DENIS VÉLEZ | PAPAGENA
Previously at Lyric: Giannetta/The Elixir of 
Love, Third Apparition/Macbeth 
(both 2021/22). 

The soprano, a second-year Ryan Opera 
Center member from Puebla, Mexico, sang in “Sunday
in the Park with Lyric’s Rising Stars’’ this summer. She was 
a national winner of the Metropolitan Opera’s 2020 Eric and 
Dominique Laffont Competition. In Mexico’s most important 
platform for rising talent, the National Singing Contest Carlo 
Morelli, her performance earned her the First Prize, the French 
Opera award, and the Francisco Araiza Special award. Her 
repertoire includes the Countess and Susanna/The Marriage of 
Figaro, Bastienne/Bastien und Bastienne, Fiordiligi/Così fan tutte, 
Adina/The Elixir of Love, and Mimì/La bohème. Last spring she 
sang in the Harris Theater’s “Beyond the Aria” series alongside 
Joyce DiDonato, and appeared in Lyric’s 2020/21 virtual programs 
“Pasión Latina,” “Sole e Amore,” “Magical Music Around the 
World,” and “Rising Stars in Concert.” Denis Vélez is sponsored by 
The C.G. Pinnell Family.

MARTIN LUTHER CLARK |  
FIRST ARMORED MAN
Lyric debut

During Lyric’s 2020/21 season, Clark 
performed in “Lawrence Brownlee and 

Friends: The Next Chapter,” “Creating The Factotum,” “Sole e 
Amore,” “Magical Music Around the World,” and “Rising Stars in 
Concert.” He began the 2021/22 season with “Sunday in the Park 
with Lyric’s Rising Stars” and will perform Adult William and 
Chicken Plucker/Fire Shut Up in My Bones. The second-year Ryan 
Opera Center tenor recently graduated from the Curtis Institute 
of Music, where he sang First Sailor/Dido and Aeneas, Tobias 
Ragg/Sweeney Todd, and Don Ottavio/Don Giovanni. He was an 
apprentice artist with Central City Opera and recently appeared 
as tenor soloist at the Library of Congress, where he sang 
published and unpublished works of Leonard Bernstein as part of 
the centennial celebration of the composer’s birth. Clark has sung 
with Lyric Opera of Kansas City; University of North Texas Opera; 
Opera North; and with Dallas, Charlottesville, and Wolf Trap 
operas. Martin Luther Clark is sponsored by the Robert  
and Isabelle Bass Foundation, Inc., David & Janet Fox, and 
Richard O. Ryan.

ANTHONY REED |  
SECOND ARMORED MAN
Previously at Lyric: Four roles since 2019/20, 
most recently Assassin & First Apparition/
Macbeth (2021/22), Narumov/The Queen of 
Spades (2019/20).

A third-year member of the Ryan Opera Center, the bass 
recently appeared in “Sunday in the Park with Lyric’s Rising 
Stars” and “Sole e Amore,” and sings Sciarrone/Tosca at Lyric 
later this season. Reed was recently seen at Wolf Trap Opera as 
Friar Laurence/Romeo and Juliet. A former Adler Fellow at San 
Francisco Opera, his highlights there include King of Egypt/
Aida, Speaker/The Magic Flute, and Dr. Grenvil/La traviata, 
among other roles. His repertory also encompasses Sarastro/The 
Magic Flute, Don Magnifico/La Cenerentola, and Don Basilio/The 
Barber of Seville. He has performed with Grammy award-winning 
symphony orchestras and some of the world’s most esteemed 
conductors, among them Nicola Luisotti and Donald Runnicles. 
Reed is an alumnus of the Curtis Institute of Music and the Merola 
Opera Program. Anthony Reed is sponsored by J. Thomas Hurvis.

DAELYN CALLOWAY | FIRST GENIE
Previously at Lyric: The Queen of Spades, 
Dead Man Walking (both 2019/20).

Daelyn Calloway was first introduced to opera  
in 2017 when she performed at the Ravinia 

Festival in The Elixir of Love with Opera for the Young. She 
has since appeared with Opera for the Young in two additional 
productions: Rusalka: A Mermaid’s Tale (2018) and Super Storm! 
(2019). Calloway is a member of the Chicago Children’s Choir, and 
in her free time enjoys creating performances on TikTok, playing 
volleyball, and spending time with her family. 

HENRY LOMBARDO |  
SECOND GENIE
Previously at Lyric: Macbeth (2021/22), Luisa 
Miller (2019/20).

Henry Lombardo is a student in the Merit 
School of Music Alice S. Pfaelzer Conservatory program. Select 
performance credits include A Christmas Carol (Goodman 
Theatre), An Inspector Calls (Chicago Shakespeare Theater), NINE 
the Musical (BrightSide Theatre), The Christmas Foundling (The 
Buena at Pride Arts Center), Seussical: A Virtual Musical! (The 
Virtual Stage Co.) and Spirit Week Assembly: No PDA (The Second 
City). Lombardo also regularly performs in choral ensembles, 
including the children’s chorus of the Joffrey Ballet’s recent 
production of The Nutcracker. He also can be seen in television 
commercials for Casey’s General Store, Camping World, Empire 
Today, and in several short films. Lombardo studies tap dancing, 
piano, drums, and violin.
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ELYSSA HALL | THIRD GENIE
Lyric debut

Elyssa Hall is currently in eighth grade 
studying at Churchville Middle School in 
Elmhurst. Most recently, she performed as 

part of the Lullaby League in the Paramount Theater’s acclaimed 
2018/19 production of The Wizard of Oz. Hall also has been a 
member of the Spirito Singers and Elmhurst Children’s Theatre 
ensemble for three years. When not performing, she enjoys 
creative writing, dancing, and sewing.

KAREN KAMENSEK | CONDUCTOR 
Lyric debut

The acclaimed conductor, a Chicago native, 
made her Metropolitan Opera debut 
during the 2019/20 season leading Philip 
Glass’s Akhnaten—a production that, under 

her direction, recently won the coveted Olivier Award for its 
presentation at London’s English National Opera. Among the 
performances for which Kamensek was scheduled in 2020/21 
were appearances with the Helsingborg Symphony Orchestra 
(Sweden), the Tyrolean Symphony Orchestra (Austria), and the 
Opéra Orchestre national Montpellier Occitanie (France). Recent 
operatic highlights include her San Francisco Opera debut in a 
new production of Floyd’s Susannah, the Royal Swedish Opera’s 
production of Victoria Borisova-Ollas’s Dracula, and La bohème 
with Göteborg Opera. On the concert podium, highlights include 
Kamensek’s debut with the Royal Stockholm Philharmonic 
conducting music by Thea Musgrave; a live-to-film performance 
of Miloš Forman’s Oscar-winning Amadeus, marking her Oslo 
Philharmonic debut; and Philip Glass/Ravi Shankar’s Passages, 
alongside Britten’s Sinfonia, performed at Royal Albert Hall for the 
BBC Proms as well as with the Paris Philharmonic. 

SUZANNE ANDRADE |  
ORIGINAL DIRECTOR 
Lyric debut

Suzanne Andrade is the co-founder and co-
artistic director (with Paul Barritt) of London-

based theater company 1927. Its trademark style integrates 
performance, music, and animation to create groundbreaking art. 
For 1927, she has written and directed the multi-award-winning 
shows Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea, The Animals 
and Children Took to the Streets, Golem, and Roots. Since 2007, 
the company has toured across five continents to 38 countries. 
Andrade made her operatic debut with The Magic Flute for 

Komische Oper Berlin, which she co-conceived and co-directed, 
and it has been licensed to opera houses around the world. In 
2017, she co-created productions of Stravinsky’s Petrushka and 
Ravel’s L’enfant et les sortilèges at the Komische Oper, and co-
directed with 1927 collaborator Esme Appleton. One year prior, 
Andrade was featured in the Stage 100’s list of the most influential 
people in United Kingdom theater. 

BARRIE KOSKY |  
ORIGINAL DIRECTOR 
Lyric debut

The Australian director is Intendant and 
Chefregisseur of the Komische Oper Berlin. 

His many highlights there include The Magic Flute, which has 
been seen by more than 700,000 people. Among Kosky’s many 
awards include the Olivier Award for Best New Opera Production 
and the 2016 Royal Philharmonic Society Opera and Music 
Theatre Award. In 2016 he was named Director of the Year by 
Opernwelt magazine. Kosky has directed for the Glyndebourne 
and Bayreuth festivals, as well as the major houses of London, 
Munich, Frankfurt, Amsterdam, Zürich, Madrid, Barcelona, 
Vienna, and numerous German theaters. Recent highlights among 
new productions include Prince Igor (Opéra national de Paris) and 
Salome (Oper Frankfurt). Born in Melbourne, Kosky was artistic 
director of Gilgul Theatre Company from 1990–1997, artistic 
director of the 1996 Adelaide Festival, and from 2001–2005 was 
co-artistic director of the Vienna Schauspielhaus.

TOBIAS RIBITZKI |  
REVIVAL DIRECTOR 
Lyric debut

After his studies in theater and media science 
in Bochum, Germany, the director worked 

as assistant and performance director at the Landestheater 
Linz, Hannover State Opera, and Komische Oper Berlin. In Linz, 
among other productions, he directed the world premiere of the 
opera Picknick im Felde by Constantinos Stylianou. Ribitzki has 
received the prestigious German Theatre Prize Der Faust for his 
direction of the world-premiere children’s opera Freunde! by 
Peter Androsch with Junge Oper Hannover. He directed Poulenc’s 
La voix humaine at the Cumberlandsche Galerie Hannover, and 
Mozart’s La clemenza di Tito and Donizetti’s L’elisir d’amore 
with Hannover State Opera. More recently, Ribitzki directed the 
world premiere of Die Bremer Stadtmusikanten by Attila Kadri 
Sendil at the Komische Oper Berlin. He has previously staged 
this production of The Magic Flute in Los Angeles, Minneapolis, 
Madrid, Helsinki, Warsaw, and Philadelphia.
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ESTHER BIALAS | DESIGNER 
Lyric debut

Esther Bialas studied costume design in her 
native Hamburg. Together with director 
Christiane Pohle, she founded the women’s 

theater company LaborLavache, with productions presented at 
the Schauspielhaus Zürich. In addition to The Magic Flute, Bialas’s 
collaborations with director Barrie Kosky include Strindberg’s  
A Dream Play (Deutsche Theater Berlin); Strauss’s Die 
schweigsame Frau (Bavarian State Opera); and Ball in Savoy, 
Seven Songs/The Seven Deadly Sins, and West Side Story 
(Komische Oper Berlin). She also has a longstanding collaborative 
relationship with director Nicolas Stemann, with productions 
including Hamlet at the Schauspiel Hannover, Jelinek’s The Work 
at Vienna’s Burgtheater, and Schiller’s The Robbers at Hamburg’s 
Thalia Theater. Among her other major opera credits are Eötvös’s 
Three Sisters (Vienna State Opera), Stefan Herheim’s productions 
of The Tales of Hoffmann (Bregenz Festival) and La Cenerentola 
(Norwegian National Opera), and Daniel Kramer’s production 
of La traviata (Theater Basel). She has taught costume design 
in Hamburg at Lerchenfeld University since 2004. Esther Bialas 
is supported by the Richard P. and Susan Kiphart Costume 
Designer Endowed Chair.
 

PAUL BARRITT |  
ANIMATION DESIGNER 
Lyric debut

Paul Barritt is co-founder and co-artistic 
director (with Suzanne Andrade) of London-

based theater company 1927. For 1927, he co-created, animated, 
and designed three highly acclaimed and innovative animated 
shows: Between the Devil and the Deep Blue Sea, The Animals and 
Children Took to the the Streets, Golem, and Roots. He debuted in 
opera with The Magic Flute (Komische Oper Berlin), which he co-
conceived and animated. In 2017, Barritt co-created and animated 
Stravinsky’s Petrushka and Ravel’s L’enfant et les sortilèges for the 
Komische Oper. For his work with 1927, he has won the Critic’s 
Circle Award for best design (Golem) and the coveted Knight 
of the Illumination Award for Best Projection (Golem). He has 
collaborated with Ensemble Musikfabrik on an animated new 
music concert called Krazy Kat Projekt, and his short film White 
Morning (2013) played in many major film festivals, including 
Sundance, the Melbourne International Film Festival, and London’s 
Short Film Festival. In 2016, he was featured in the Stage 100’s list 
of the most influential people in United Kingdom theater. 

MICHAEL BLACK |  
CHORUS MASTER

The Australian chorus master held this 
position at Opera Australia in Sydney
from 2001 to 2013. Black has served in this 

capacity for such distinguished organizations as the Edinburgh 
International Festival, Opera Holland Park (London), and, in 
Australia, the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, the Philharmonia 
Choir, Motet Choir, the Cantillation chamber choir, and the 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. Other activities include 
preparing The Damnation of Faust chorus at the Grant Park 
Music Festival, where he has worked for two seasons. As one 
of Australia’s most prominent vocal accompanists, Black has 
regularly performed for broadcasts and recordings. He has 
served as chorus master on four continents, and his work has 
been recorded and/or aired on ABC, BBC, PBS, for many HD 
productions in movie theaters, and on television. Michael Black is 
supported by the Howard A. Stotler Chorus Master
Endowed Chair.

SARAH HATTEN |  
WIGMASTER & MAKEUP DESIGNER 

Lyric’s wigmaster and makeup designer has 
worked in a wide repertoire at Des Moines 
Metro Opera, Michigan Opera Theatre, 

Columbus Opera, Toledo Opera, the Cabrillo Music Festival, and 
the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music.  She 
has also worked at the Glimmerglass Festival and the major opera 
companies of Los Angeles, Omaha, Cleveland, Sarasota, and 
Central City, as well as Wisconsin’s American Players Theatre and, 
in Los Angeles, the Pantages Theatre and the Geffen Playhouse. 
Sarah Hatten is supported by the Marlys Beider Wigmaster and 
Makeup Designer Endowed Chair.   



The Magic Flute

Please note the following additions and corrections to the cast and creative 
team, which can be found on pages 19 and 23–27 of your program book.

The role of Sarastro is sung by Tareq Nazmi who was incorrectly listed as Tariq Nazmi. 

Chris Reynolds’s designation as a current member of the Ryan Opera Center 
ensemble was omitted. 

Lyric Opera of Chicago apologies for these oversights.

The Three Genii will be sung by the following artists:

First Genie		  Katelyn Lee (November 3, 7, 11, 17, 19, & 27) 
			   Desirée Hassler (November 14)
Second Genie	 Katie Ruth Bieber 
Third Genie 		  Corinne Wallace-Crane

(Continued)

KATELYN LEE | FIRST GENIE
Soprano Katelyn Lee’s repertoire includes Romilda/Serse, Rosina/The Barber of 
Seville, Doris Parker/Charlie Parker’s Yardbird, Antonia/Man of La Mancha, Mizzi/
Ball at the Savoy, Cunegonde/Candide, Madame Goldentrill/The Impresario, Zerlina/
Don Giovanni, and Female Narrator/Jason and the Argonauts (Lyric world premiere). 
In addition to her work in the Lyric Opera Chorus, she also has performed with 

Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, Haymarket Opera Company, Chicago Opera Theater, Cedar Rapids 
Opera, and Springfield Regional Opera. Lee also has appeared with Music of the Baroque; Chicago 
A Cappella; the Champaign-Urbana Symphony; Fort Wayne Philharmonic; and Chicago, Grant Park, 
Elgin, Indianapolis, and Northwest Indiana symphony orchestras. She sang the role of Gretel in 
Lyric’s recent presentation of Hansel and Gretel in the Parks in the summer of 2021.



The Magic Flute

CORINNE WALLACE-CRANE | THIRD GENIE
Corinne Wallace-Crane joined the Lyric Opera Chorus in the 2010/11 season. 
Lyric Opera performance highlights include Night Maid/My Fair Lady, Sprite/
Cendrillon, and Sister Lillianne/Dead Man Walking. Wallace-Crane also has 
been featured locally with the Grant Park Music Festival as alto soloist in 
Rachmaninov’s Vespers in 2017, and she recently appeared as alto soloist in the 

Festival’s performances of Vivaldi’s Gloria. Wallace-Crane trained as a young artist at the Natchez 
Opera Festival, Central City Opera, and Sarasota Opera. She sang the role of Hansel in Lyric’s 
summer 2021 production of Hansel and Gretel in the Parks. 

KATIE RUTH BIEBER | SECOND GENIE
Mezzo-soprano Katie Ruth Bieber has been a member of the Lyric Opera Chorus 
since 2015. Some of her favorite performances at Lyric include Les Troyens, 
Macbeth, and The Elixir of Love. Bieber is a graduate of the University of Kansas, 
where she earned both bachelor of music and master of music degrees. She 
trained as a young artist at the Brevard Music Festival, Trentino Music Festival, 

and the Eutiner Festspiele.

DESIRÉE HASSLER | FIRST GENIE
In addition to singing in the Lyric Opera Chorus, soprano Desirée Hassler has 
sung and covered roles at Lyric in Tannhäuser, Oklahoma!, Manon, Macbeth, 
Boris Godunov, Show Boat, Elektra, and Der Rosenkavalier. Recent performances 
include soprano soloist/Mozart’s Requiem (Eastern Illinois Symphony), Violetta/
La traviata (Lake Geneva Symphony Orchestra), Ellen/Oklahoma! (Lyric Opera), 

Kondja/The Rose of Stambul (Chicago Folks Operetta), Barber’s Knoxville, Summer of 1915 (Prairie 
Ensemble), and Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass (Wichita Symphony). Currently, she is on the faculty of the 
Moody Bible Institute and teaches voice and music history courses.
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Orchestra & Chorus
MUSIC STAFF
Elizabeth Askren 
William C. Billingham
Susan Miller Hult
Noah Lindquist
Francesco Milioto
Jerad Mosbey
Matthew Piatt
Chris Reynolds
Stefano Sarzani
Eric Weimer

ORCHESTRA
Violin I
Robert Hanford, Concertmaster
Alexander Belavsky
Kathleen Brauer
Bing Jing Yu
Laura Miller
Liba Shacht
Heather Wittels

Violin II
Yin Shen, Principal
John Macfarlane, Assistant Principal
Diane Duraffourg-Robinson
Ann Palen
Irene Radetzky
John D. Robinson
David Volfe
Albert Wang

Viola
Carol Cook, Principal
Terri Van Valkinburgh, 

Assistant Principal
Frank W. Babbitt
Patrick Brennan
Amy Hess
Melissa Trier Kirk 

Cello
Calum Cook, Principal
Paul Dwyer*, Assistant 

Principal

Mark Brandfonbrener
William H. Cernota
Walter Preucil

String Bass
Ian Hallas, Principal
Samuel Shuhan,
	  Assistant Principal
Andrew L. W. Anderson
Gregory Bryan Sarchet
Collins R. Trier

Flute
Marie Tachouet, Principal
Dionne Jackson, Assistant Principal
Alyce Johnson

Piccolo
Alyce Johnson

Oboe
Judith Kulb, Principal
Judith Zunamon Lewis,  

Acting Assistant Principal

English Horn
Judith Zunamon Lewis

Clarinet
Linda A. Baker,  

Acting Co-Principal, 
Co-Assistant Principal

Susan Warner,  
Acting Co-Principal, 
Co-Assistant Principal

Bass Clarinet
Linda A. Baker

Bassoon
Preman Tilson, Principal
Lewis Kirk, Assistant Principal

Contrabassoon
Lewis Kirk

Horn
Jonathan Boen, Principal
Fritz Foss, Assistant Principal/ 

Utility
Robert E. Johnson, Third Horn
Samuel Hamzem
Neil Kimel

Trumpet
William Denton, Principal
Rebecca Oliverio,  

Acting Assistant Principal

Trombone
Jeremy Moeller, Principal
Mark Fisher, Assistant Principal

Tuba
Andrew Smith, Principal

Timpani
Edward Harrison, Principal

Percussion
Douglas Waddell,  

Acting Principal
Eric Millstein 

Acting Assistant Principal

Harp
Lynn Williams*, Principal

Librarian
John Rosenkrans, Principal

Personnel Manager  
Christine Janicki 

Stage Band Contractor
Christine Janicki

Stage Band Musicians
Joel Cohen, percussion
Rich Janicki, percussion

EXTRA MUSICIANS
Eleanor Bartsch, violin
Karyn Macfarlane, violin
Rika Seko, violin
Mara McClain, cello
Michael Brozick, trumpet
Mark Fry, bass trombone
Jerad Moseby, fortepiano  

and celeste

CHORUS MASTER
Michael Black,  

Chorus Master,
	 The Howard A. Stotler 

Endowed Chair

REGULAR CHORUS
Soprano
Elisa Billey Becker*
Sharon Garvey Cohen
Cathleen Dunn
Desirée Hassler
Rachael Holzhausen*
Laureen Janeczek-Wysocki
Carla Janzen
Suzanne M. Kszastowski
Kimberly McCord
Heidi Spoor
Stephani Springer
Sherry Watkins

Mezzo
Marianna Kulikova
Colleen Lovinello
Yvette Smith
Marie Sokolova
Emma Sorenson
Maia Surace
Corinne Wallace-Crane
Pamela Williams
Michelle K. Wrighte

*On leave, 2021/2022 Season

The Lyric Opera Orchestra string sections utilize revolving seating. Players behind the front desk change seats systematically
and are listed alphabetically in the roster above.
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April 1, 2022
Beethoven Symphony No. 9  
Featuring the Lyric Opera Orchestra and Chorus
lyricopera.org     312.827.5600

Official Airline

This concert is dedicated to the memory of Lady Gianna Rolandi Davis,  

with our love and admiration.

Sir Andrew Davis
Conducts  
Beethoven 9

Tenor
Geoffrey Agpalo
Timothy Bradley
Hoss Brock
William M. Combs
John J. Concepcion
Kenneth Donovan
Joseph A. Fosselman
Cullen Gandy
Cameo T. Humes
Tyler Samuel Lee
Thomas L. Potter
Joe Shadday

Bass
David DuBois
David Govertsen
Robert Morrissey
Kenneth Nichols*
Craig Springer
Nicholas Ward
Ronald Watkins
Nikolas Wenzel
Max Wier
Jonathan Wilson

CORE SUPPLEMENTARY
CHORUS
Soprano
Katelyn Lee
Kelsea Webb

Mezzo
Katie Ruth Bieber

Tenor
Jared V. Esguerra

Bass
Nicolai Janitzky
Vince Wallace

SUPPLEMENTARY 
CHORUS
Soprano
Joelle Lamarre
Rosalind Lee
Rachel Ann Spund
Diana Stoic
Tara Wheeker

Mezzo
Christina G. Adams
Christine Ebiling
Megan Magsarili
Emily Price

Tenor
Matthew Daniel
Klaus Georg
Alex Guerrero
Jianghai Ho
Christopher T. Martin

Bass
Evan Bravos
Matthew Carroll
Michael Cavalieri
Christopher Filipowicz
Kirk Greiner
Stephen Hobe
Brian Hupp
Caleb Morgan
Wilbur Pauley
Douglas Peters
William Powell III
William Roberts III
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Kosky and 1927’s Magic Flute:  
	 A complete reinvention 
	 celebrates the opera’s roots

Although Melbourne-born director Barrie Kosky has 
been involved in theater and opera professionally 
for over 30 years, he didn’t direct The Magic Flute 
until 2012 when he began as Komische Oper Berlin’s 
new intendant and artistic director. It wasn’t that the 
opportunity to direct one of Mozart’s most popular 
operas had never presented itself: “I’ve always said no 
to directing The Magic Flute. We all know that it’s very 
famous and has great music, but it’s just one of those 
pieces that’s a minefield of problems. It doesn’t reveal 
itself easily.” When the Komische Oper programmed 
The Magic Flute as part of Kosky’s inaugural season, he 
realized that he needed to find a method with which to 
present the work that would delight audiences while 
resonating with his artistic vision. 

A friend informed Kosky that 1927—a performance 
company combining performance and live music with 
animation and film—was coming to Hannover to present 
one of its works. “I took myself off to the theater festival; 
the performance started, and within 30 seconds, I knew 
that I had to ask 1927 to do The Magic Flute. I thought, 
‘This is the way I could do it.’” After the performance, 
Kosky went backstage and asked the company to 
participate. The group answered with a question: 
“What’s The Magic Flute?” Kosky was delighted.  
“I thought, ‘They’ll be right for the job.’” 

Suzanne Andrade, co-artistic director of 1927 and 
Magic Flute co-director, offered her perspective on the 
collaboration’s genesis: “The Magic Flute picked us!  

By Laura Sauer 
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The Magic Flute (Los Angeles Opera)
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We agreed, and then we listened to it. After watching clips 
of some dodgy productions, we immediately thought, 
‘What have we agreed to?’ But then we went straight to 
the source, listened to the music ad infinitum, and fell in 
love with it. We dreamed up some ideas and let the music 
do the profound stuff while we did the playful stuff.” 

Almost ten years after its premiere, Komische Oper Berlin’s 
The Magic Flute has been performed in 35 different cities, 
seen by nearly 700,000 people around the world, and 
continues to sell out every run when it’s presented in Berlin. 
Kosky is excited to bring Flute to the Windy City. “I’m very 
thrilled that we’re able to bring this to Chicago.” 

Andrade, animator Paul Barritt, the rest of the 1927 team, 
and Kosky spent three years creating the production. “The 
first year and a half involved talking through the whole 
thing. There was a lot of discussion and we took the entire 
piece apart line by line, moment by moment,” explained 
Kosky. Andrade added, “Every idea came from careful 
listening to the music—not from an academic standpoint 
or as operatic experts—just as listeners. We sat with the 
music for such a long time, and it informed every idea.” 

As is done when sequencing traditional films, the 
group put together storyboards; every single concept 
was borne from the minds of the creative team. The 
staging uses a computer program to project the opera’s 
animation, but all imagery was hand drawn by Barritt, 
who spent about a year creating The Magic Flute’s art. 
After the team concepted the entire opera, the ensemble 
began to workshop scenes with singers. It took two 
months to teach the cast its choreography. 

1927 and Kosky’s Flute is an endlessly colorful universe; 
its many inspirations include silent film, German 
expressionism, and quirky British humor. Andrade filled 
in further details about the myriad sources that informed 
the ensemble’s creativity: “We chose silent film as the 
starting point for the show; 1927 is hugely inspired by 
silent film in all of its work. Paul, Barrie, and I also are total 
magpies. We all read and watch so much, so naturally a 
mish-mash of influences came through. Edward Gorey 
has always been a wonderful inspiration for staging. He 
draws his characters so beautifully—all of them dynamic 
and composed at odd angles—and he was very inspired 
by ballerinas. We often use his work in practice with 
actors to move them away from naturalism.” 

The Magic Flute was the last of Mozart’s singspiels, a 
German operatic form developed in the 18th century. 
Singspiels include spoken dialogue interspersed with 

music; these sections of text often drive forward the 
plot, while arias, duets, and other ensemble pieces delve 
more deeply into characters’ emotional perspectives and 
development. “In a way, The Magic Flute is one of our 
first musicals,” Kosky illuminated. 

The Magic Flute’s spoken segments can make the work 
challenging to conduct and direct. To keep the piece 
flowing, the directorial team made the decision to follow 
the model of silent film and incorporate the opera’s 
spoken portions into the animation, accompanied by a 
fortepiano. “It was one of our best ideas, because it frees 
the piece from its dialogue,” Kosky asserted. Andrade 
agreed. “The silent film title cards tell the story as 
succinctly as possible. This was very important to us all.” 
Staging The Magic Flute in this manner allows the opera 
to maintain momentum. 

Though it is certainly an interpretation that takes full 
advantage of modern technology, this production 
actually resurrects Magic Flute librettist Emanuel 
Schikaneder’s artistic style and vision. The German 
impresario, dramatist, actor, singer, and composer was 
extremely influential in Vienna’s theater and operatic 
circles, and sang the role of Papageno in The Magic 
Flute’s 1791 premiere at the Freihaus-Theater auf der 

The Magic Flute (Los Angeles Opera)
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Wieden, of which Schikaneder was director from 1789 
until 1801. He was also responsible for the creation 
of the Theater an der Wien, which opened in 1801 and 
housed his enchantingly extravagant presentations. 
“Schikaneder’s theater was a theater of visual effects, like 
a mixture of vaudeville and pantomime. He was very well 
known for doing scenic extravaganzas. This is why The 
Magic Flute is full of effects. That’s part of the nature of 
this opera. We’ve just sort of found a 21st-century form for 
what Schikaneder did in the 18th century,” said Kosky. 

The Magic Flute wasn’t intended for an aristocratic 
audience; rather, it was crafted for a public that craved 
dialogue and theatrical effects. “In a way, it’s a radical 
piece for Mozart to be involved in; for him to write 
this opera for Schikaneder’s theater is almost like 
Mozart writing a Cirque du 
Soleil show in Las Vegas,” 
emphasized Kosky. Kosky and 
Andrade’s Flute nods back 
centuries. “There is a roller 
coaster of visual imagery in 
the piece, which is meant to 
delight and intoxicate,  
as Schikaneder did in the  
18th century.”  
 
Don’t be misled by the 
intricate choreography and 
perfectly timed interactions, 
however; there is plenty of 
room for organic artistry and 
in-the-moment expression 
in this production. One 
might think that the music 
is subservient to the computer system and the timing 
of the visuals, but it’s actually the reverse: a conductor 
can take any tempo, and the animation will respond to 
the music in real time. “Although we have done this 
seemingly radical staging of The Magic Flute, we never, 
ever ignored the music,” Andrade assured. “The singers 
were tantamount. We positioned them around this huge 
screen and built choreography and animation around 
them, so they are totally wrapped up in this world and 
the music, acting, singing and animation all work around 
each other, in service to one another.” Kosky concurred: 
“If it weren’t a combination of live singers and animation, 
it would be dead.” 

Andrade, Barritt, and Kosky’s Flute isn’t rooted in reality. 
“The hybrid of singers interacting with animation means 
our inspirations get mashed up and thrown around and 
come out quite different, but with a hint of the familiar...
like a weird dream in many ways,” remarked Andrade. 
This dreamspace is a perfect vehicle for The Magic Flute’s 

plot, as Kosky feels the piece needs to be presented as 
a sort of parable. “It needs to have a sort of naïveté and 
fairytale quality. You cannot stage the subtext—it falls 
apart. We found a visual language and performance style 
that mirrors that. If you try to approach Flute in the same 
way that you approach Don Giovanni or The Marriage 
of Figaro, you’re doomed to failure. This is a fairytale 
singspiel, which means you are presenting archetypes 
and dream images. Things shouldn’t make sense.” 

Kosky approaches directing this Flute in an entirely 
different way than his typical directorial style. He doesn’t 
normally use video in his productions. “It’s a very 
different form of theater than what I normally do, which 
is very psychological. This is choreography. The singers, 
particularly Tamino, Pamina, and Papagena, have to 

learn very complicated 
movements because they are 
interacting with animations, 
not themselves. It’s a sort 
of puppet theater using live 
singers. The singers are asked 
to play less psychologically 
and much more in terms 
of movement. Anyone who 
tries to create psychological 
complexity with this piece 
is doomed; you can’t do 
that with fairy stories or 
mythology.” 

1927 and Kosky’s The Magic 
Flute takes full advantage of 
opportunities to highlight 
Mozart’s fantastical characters. 

Kosky deliberately chose not to trap characters in 
stereotypes or humanizations. “The only three characters 
that come anywhere near being human are the hero 
and heroine of the fairytale Tamino and Pamina, and 
Papageno.” Both Andrade and Kosky believe Papageno 
is the central figure in Flute. “He’s the most sympathetic 
and interesting character in the whole opera.” Andrade 
declared. “We realized early on that Papageno is the 
key to the show. The audience has to love him. We took 
as our inspiration the master of all lovable characters, 
Buster Keaton. We also gave him an animated cat. When 
in doubt, add a pet.” In this Flute-world, the Queen of the 
Night is a bloodthirsty, skeletal spider woman that hurls 
knives almost as precisely as she sings her high notes.  
At one point during her famous aria “Der Hölle Rache,” 
she sends a swarm of baby spiders to overcome Pamina 
as she lies helpless in the Queen’s web. “The Queen of 
the Night was a tricky one,” said Andrade. “We decided 
to abandon any ideas about her transformation from 
caring mother to monster, and went straight in with 

“The word that 
I always associate 

with Mozart is 
‘humanity.’”

 - Barrie Kosky
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‘mother-in-law from hell.’ Her music is so fabulous,  
so dramatic, and so well known, that we could not help 
but paint a picture of an enormous spider queen, all 
bones, lightning, and black-widow imagery. We had  
fun with her!” 

Each artistic choice also supports the charm and musical 
nuance of The Magic Flute’s brilliant score. Monastatos’s 
dogs surge forth on their leashes ready to attack Pamina 
with the same snarling energy as Monastatos’s pointy, 
barbed vocal lines. Pamina and Papageno jump rooftop 
to rooftop, playfully emphasizing Mozart’s jaunty 
rhythms. The stage-engulfing video projection also 
is striking in its scenes of simplicity, such as Pamina’s 
snow-laden “Ach, ich fühl’s,” in which the young woman 
stands alone beneath a leafless tree, isolated within a 
snowglobe, desperate for Tamino’s love. 

Both Andrade and Kosky possess a deep admiration of 
Mozart’s music and the score of The Magic Flute, which 
is reflected in every directional decision and visual 
invention. In the closing scene, music notes sweep across 
the screen and land atop the chorus. It is an animation 
that suitably depicts Mozart’s ability to permeate the 
listener’s very being. “It’s Mozart, so it’s phenomenal. It’s 
an extraordinary score,” affirmed Kosky. The composer’s 
gifts extend far beyond his music, however. “The word 
that I always associate with Mozart is ‘humanity.’ He did 
not judge his characters; he presents them with flaws. 
Mozart is one of the only composers who did that,” 
concluded Kosky. “We don’t live a life like Pamina and 
Tamino in this fairy story, but when Pamina can’t make 
Tamino speak to her, her pain is a pain that any of us 
can feel. That’s Mozart’s genius; he creates something 
universal from something very specific. That makes him 
the most humane of all composers.” 

Laura Sauer is Lyric Opera of Chicago’s program book editor.  

The Magic Flute (Los Angeles Opera)
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At Lyric, your safety is our priority.

As you enjoy this performance, we appreciate your cooperation  
in wearing your face mask properly over your nose and mouth for  
the duration of your time in the opera house.

Additionally, please know that among the steps that we have taken to 
promote the highest standards in health and safety are:

• A mandatory vaccination policy for our administrative staff and members of all of our partner unions. 

• The installation of upgraded air filters, and airflow which has been shifted to decrease recycled 
air and increase fresh air exchange. Ventilation systems have been thoroughly cleaned, including 
fogging of hard-to-reach surfaces. 

• Enhanced, hospital-grade cleaning practices throughout the opera house. 

• New touchless fixtures and hand-sanitizing stations. 

• We kindly request that you do not bring food or drink into the theater.

For details, visit lyricopera.org/safety. Thank you for being our partner in promoting safety 
during these unusual times -- and thank you for being a part of our Lyric family! 

January 22 - 30, 2022
Performed in the Owen Theatre at Goodman Theatre
lyricopera.org     312.827.5600

MAZZOLI/VAVREK

Lyric’s presentation of Mazzoli’s Proving Up is generously made possible by Alice & John Butler, Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel, and the Robert & Penelope Steiner

Family Foundation with additional support from Mark Ferguson & Elizabeth Yntema in support of female leadership in the performing arts.



Beyond the stage, and beyond the boundaries  
that often define opera companies, Lyric is 
igniting creativity across Chicago. Through 
innovative learning opportunities, creative 
exploration, and artistic creation and 
collaboration, Lyric, with your support, 
encourages students, educators, families, 
audiences, and Chicagoans from  
neighborhoods across the city to share 
their voices and embrace the power and 
relevance of opera as a catalyst for growth 
and change.
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A scene from Earth to Kenzie; the show was the first streamed production Lyric Unlimited provided to Chicagoland schools as part of its 2020/21 programming.



Beyond  
the stage
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Almost 10,000 students around Chicagoland registered to view Earth to Kenzie’s streamed performance during 2020/21. 

The power of opera 
streams into schools

Since its creation in 2012, Lyric Unlimited, Lyric’s department 
dedicated to education and community initiatives, has shared the  
life force of opera with people from 157 towns, cities, and villages 
across Chicago and the Midwest. During the 2020/21 season, 
however, its staff was presented with a new challenge: how 
could Lyric Unlimited spark curiosity in the next generation of 
opera lovers and make a difference through this beloved art form 
without the tools of in-person instruction and live performance? 
Teachers faced a severe shortage of curricular resources useful 
in remote and hybrid teaching environments, especially in the 
arts. The answer was simple, but not easy; with insight from 
teachers and community stakeholders, Lyric Unlimited re-
envisioned its programming to address the needs of students 
and the community during an unprecedented time. One of Lyric 
Unlimited’s myriad 2020/21 virtual offerings included providing 
Chicago-area schools with opportunities to stream archival 
recordings of select Lyric Unlimited productions free of charge. 

Each archival Lyric Unlimited production was closed-captioned 
in English and Spanish and accompanied by online classroom 
resources. In total, almost 30,000 students and 350 teachers 
registered to see three streaming programs: Earth to Kenzie,  
El Pasado Nunca Se Termina, and Jason and the Argonauts. Half of 
these students and teachers were part of Chicago Public Schools, 
while the other half included viewers from suburban, private,  
and home schools. 
 
Earth to Kenzie was the first streamed production Lyric Unlimited 
offered to Chicagoland schools; recommended for children ages 
seven through twelve, it featured footage from the show’s 2019 
Opera in the Neighborhoods (OIN) touring production, recorded 
at Senn High School in Chicago’s Magnolia Glen neighborhood. 
The piece was written by Frances Pollock and Jessica Murphy 
Moo and directed by Jess McLeod, and includes a cast of four 
singers accompanied by piano. In Earth to Kenzie, Kenzie,  
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Lyric Unlimited’s 2016 production of Jason and the Argonauts streamed to more than 11,000 students in March/April 2021.

a fifth-grader, moves into a family shelter with her mother and finds 
refuge in the world of video games alongside her avatar, Edwin.  
It was Lyric Unlimited’s hope that children watching the November 
2020 stream of Earth to Kenzie would find sanctuary in its music and 
message just as Kenzie found with her video game journeys. 

In January and February 2021, Lyric Unlimited provided free streams 
of José ‘Pepe’ Martínez and Leonard Foglia’s El Pasado Nunca Se 
Termina (The Past is Never Finished), a Lyric Opera commission that 
received its world premiere in Chicago in 2015. The second of Lyric’s 
mariachi operas, the stream was recommended for middle- and 
high-school-aged students and consisted of footage from the first 
performance at the Lyric Opera House. ​At the end of the opera, 
the cast gathers to share the show’s ultimate message: “To all the 
children . . . know that you never travel alone on the road of life.” This 
timely truth reminded students that even though their lives had been 
upended during the pandemic, they were not alone. 
 
Jason and the Argonauts, written by Gregory Spears and Kathryn 
Walat, streamed in March and April 2021, and was well-suited 
to third- through sixth-grade students. The 2016 performance at 
Evanston Township High School, which was one of Opera in the 
Neighborhoods’s touring production stops, tells the story of Jason, 
who works with his friends to win back his stolen throne. Jason and 
his friends, the Argonauts, search for the Golden Fleece and face 
danger at every turn. In the end, the ancient myth illuminates what 
it means to be a real hero. 

60% of students who streamed Earth to Kenzie in November 2020  
represent Chicago Public Schools. Lyric Unlimited has partnered  
with CPS for several seasons.  
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In order to remain relevant and expand its audience, opera must 
adapt to any and all circumstances. Lyric Unlimited certainly 
met the moment with its 2020/21 programming and provided 
Chicagoland educational communities with two vital offerings: 
the continuation of arts education, and an escape from everyday 
life through the magic of music.  
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To keep opera a must-see, must-hear experience,  
the art form needs outstanding artists who can 
convey through singing and acting the emotional 
range and engaging storytelling that are opera’s 
hallmarks. Lyric, through The Patrick G. and  
Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center, identifies 
exceptionally talented emerging artists from 
around the world and provides them with 
comprehensive training and performance 
opportunities. On the world’s stages, the  
Center’s impressive roster of alumni continually 
proves the value of training at Lyric.

Standing: Leroy Davis, Kathleen Felty, Lunga Eric Hallam, Katherine Beck, Martin Luther Clark, Katherine DeYoung, Anthony Reed, Mathilda Edge
Seated: Donald Lee III, Rivers Hawkins, Maria Novella Malfatti, Chris Reynolds, Denis Vélez
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Sopranos
Mathilda Edge
Maria Novella Malfatti
Denis Vélez

Mezzo-sopranos
Katherine Beck
Katherine DeYoung
Kathleen Felty

Tenors
Martin Luther Clark
Lunga Eric Hallam

Baritone
Leroy Davis

Basses
Rivers Hawkins
Anthony Reed

Conductor/Pianist
Donald Lee III

Pianist
Chris Reynolds

Ryan Opera 
Center
The 2021/22 Ryan Opera Center Ensemble
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WHITNEY MORRISON
Previously with Lyric: Five roles, most recently Sister Rose/Dead Man Walking (2019/20), 
Confidante/Elektra (2018/19). This season: Fire Shut Up in My Bones, Metropolitan Opera; 
soloist, Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s MusicNOW: Homecoming; X, The Life and Times 
of Malcolm X, Michigan Opera Theatre.

Being in the Ryan Opera Center was, for me, a dream come true. The program afforded 
me countless opportunities to grow and learn as a budding professional performing 
artist. From master classes with world-renowned singers and conductors to coaching 
with accomplished and brilliant staff, I was constantly in the process of collaborative 
work, which led to creating memorable performances. Equally important were the 
numerous moments of close observation as an audience member and understudy. Those 
were the times when I was able to most clearly perceive the high level of execution and 
consummate artistry to which I aspire. For all these experiences and every other one that 
the Ryan Opera Center provided for my development as an artist, I am truly grateful.  
I count it a distinct honor and privilege to have been an Ensemble member.

David Portillo
A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream
Opéra de Lille

Amanda Majeski
Kát’a Kabanová
Concertgebouw 
(Amsterdam)

Richard Ollarsaba 
Don Giovanni
Opera Carolina

Administration
Dan Novak
	 Director, The Ryan Opera Center 

Board Endowed Chair

Craig Terry
	 Music Director
	 The Jannotta Family Endowed 

Chair

Julia Faulkner
	 Director of Vocal Studies
	 Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation

Renée Fleming
	 Advisor

Susanna McNatt
	 Manager

Annika Donnen
	 Associate Librarian

Faculty
Julia Faulkner
W. Stephen Smith
	 Vocal Instruction
	 Robert and Ellen Marks Ryan 

Opera Center Vocal Studies 
Program Endowment, in memory 
of Gianna Rolandi

Deborah Birnbaum
Sir Andrew Davis
Renée Fleming
Enrique Mazzola
Gerald Martin Moore
Stefano Sarzani
	 Guest Master Artists

Emanuele Andrizzi 
William C. Billingham
Alan Darling
Laurann Gilley
Celeste Rue
Eric Weimer
	 Coaching Staff

Irina Feoktistova
Julia Savoie Klein
Derek Matson
Klára Moldová
Sharon Peterson
Alessandra Visconti
Melissa Wittmeier
	 Foreign Language Instruction

Omer Ben Seadia
Louisa Muller
Todd Rhoades
	 Acting and Movement Instruction

Orit Carpenter
Beth Clayton
	 Performance Psychology

Roger Pines
	 Guest Lecturer and Consultant

Artistic/Production Personnel
Enrique Mazzola
Donald Palumbo
	 Conductors

Omer Ben Seadia
Kristine McIntyre
	 Directors

Kristen Barrett
	 Stage Manager

PROGRAM STAFF

THIS SEASON

Ryan Opera  
Center alumni  
around the world



Lyric On Demand
Explore an exciting and dynamic selection of 
FREE virtual programs, available for streaming 
whenever you like at lyricopera.org/ondemand

PAGLIACCI

Plus, listen to free, full length audio streams of La Traviata, The Barber of Seville, 
La bohème and more of your favorite titles at lyricopera.org/operastreaming.

Pasión Latina

VIRTUAL CONCERTS:

Sole e Amore

Starring Russell Thomas, Ailyn Pérez, 
Lucas Meachem, Quinn Kelsey, and Eric Ferring

Celebrating Sir Andrew Davis: 
from Mozart to Stravinsky

Photos: Kyle Flubacker

These projects and other programming innovations from Lyric Opera of Chicago are generously supported by Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel, 
Patricia A. Kenney & Gregory J. O’Leary, Susan & Robert Morrison, an Anonymous Donor, and Virginia Tobiason.
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With the generous support of individuals and  
organizations, Lyric is leading the advancement  
of opera in America—continually advancing 
artistic excellence, increasing relevance and 
reach for both traditional and new audiences, 
engaging our diverse communities through 
signature learning and exploration initiatives, 
and expanding our role as a cultural cornerstone  
in Chicago. You are our partners in this 
important shared enterprise—and we 
sincerely thank you.



Thank you for 
your support
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Bravissimi 

We gratefully acknowledge the members of the Lyric family who have 
contributed a total of $1 million+ throughout the history of the company. 
Lyric thrives due to the incredible generosity of these individuals, 
foundations, and corporations.

$50,000,000+
The Facilities Fund of Lyric Opera of Chicago and 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra, John H. Bryan°, James 
W. Cozad°, H. Laurance Fuller, and Patrick G. Ryan

$30,000,000+
Nancy W. Knowles°

$15,000,000+
Patrick G. and Shirley Welsh Ryan

$10,000,000+
The Chicago Community Trust
J. Thomas Hurvis and Ann Andersen  

and the Caerus Foundation
Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust  

and The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
National Endowment for the Arts
The Negaunee Foundation

$7,500,000+
The Crown Family
Sonia Florian
Martha Jacobshagen°
John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols
Anne and Chris Reyes
Donna Van Eekeren and Dale Connelly

$5,000,000+
Abbott Fund
Anonymous (4)
Ameritech/SBC/AT&T
Julie and Roger Baskes
Julius Frankel Foundation

Gramma Fisher Foundation of Marshalltown, Iowa
Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross
Illinois Arts Council Agency
Irma Parker°
The Kiphart Family
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The Monument Trust (UK)
Sidney L. and Bettie B. Port°
Earl and Brenda Shapiro Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Vance

$2,500,000+
American Airlines
Anonymous (3)
Aon
Mrs. A. Watson Armour°
Boston Consulting Group
Randy L. and Melvin R.° Berlin
Henry and Gilda Buchbinder Family
Carolyn S. Bucksbaum
The Butler Family Foundation
Challenge III Fund – Government
City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs  

and Special Events
Nelson D. Cornelius°
Mr.° and Mrs. John V. Crowe
The Davee Foundation
Stefan Edlis° and Gael Neeson
Mrs. Mary B. Galvin
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Graham°
Howard L. Gottlieb and  

Barbara G. Greis
The Grainger Foundation 
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund 
ITW
The Edgar D. Jannotta Family
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Mr.° and Mrs. Fred A. Krehbiel
Josef and Margot Lakonishok
Malott Family Foundation
Mazza Foundation
Sylvia Neil and Daniel Fischel
Northern Trust
PwC
Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Clarke and Adine Stayman Trusts
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation
Howard A. Stotler°
Mrs. Herbert A. Vance°
Cynthia Wood°

$1,000,000+
Katherine A. Abelson
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Anonymous (4)
Walter F. Bandi° and Elsa E. Bandi°
Bank of America and Merrill
Baxter International Inc.
James N. and Laurie V. Bay
Marlys Beider
BMO Harris Bank
The Brinson Foundation
Bulley & Andrews
Marion A. Cameron-Gray
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
Mr.° and Mrs. James W. Cozad
Joanne Toor Cummings°
The Edgar Foster Daniels Foundation
Deutsche Bank
Exelon
Maxine P. and W. James Farrell
Elaine Frank°
Richard and Barbara Franke
Brena & Lee A. Freeman, Sr. Charitable Association
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Getz Foundation
Ambassador and Mrs. Ronald Jay Gidwitz
Ethel and William Gofen
Sue and Melvin Gray
Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel and John H. Krehbiel, Jr.
The Harris Family Foundation
Harold Hartshorne, Jr.°
Mr. and Mrs. Ben W. Heineman°

Walter E. Heller Foundation
H. Earl and Miriam U. Hoover°
Invesco QQQ
Jenner & Block
Kemper Educational & Charitable Fund
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Kraft Foods
LaSalle Bank
Anne P. Lederer Research Institute
Arthur B. Logan°
Jim° and Kay Mabie
Brooks and Hope McCormick Foundation
Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick  

Family Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Trust
Fred McDougal° and Nancy Lauter McDougal
Jim° and Vicki Mills/Jon and Lois Mills
Robert and Susan Morrison
Richard M. Morrow°
Allan and Elaine Muchin
Jerome and Elaine Nerenberg Foundation
Susan & Nick Noyes / Make It Better Media Group
Nuveen Investments
David and Sheila Ormesher
Mr. and Mrs. William A. Osborn
I. A. O’Shaughnessy Foundation
Peer and Sarah Pedersen°
Polk Bros. Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts 
Mrs. Jay A. Pritzker
The Regenstein Foundation
Lloyd E. Rigler-Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation
Harry A. Root, Jr.°
Sara Lee Foundation
Rose L. Shure° and Sidney N. Shure°
Mr.° and Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom
The Wallace Foundation
Lois L. Ward°
Roberta L. Washlow and Robert J. Washlow
Robert and Floretta Weiss
Bernard E. Williams Trust
Zell Family Foundation

° Deceased
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Production sponsors

MACBETH
Alice & John Butler+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert & Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+
Julie & Roger Baskes
Marlys A. Beider
Patricia A. Kenney & Gregory J. O’Leary

THE ELIXIR OF LOVE
Alice & John Butler+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert & Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+
Sonia Florian

THE MAGIC FLUTE
The Negaunee Foundation
Nancy & Sanfred Koltun
Liz Stiffel
Gramma Fisher Foundation of Marshalltown, Iowa
Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross
Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin

FLORENCIA EN EL AMAZONAS
Anonymous
Marion A. Cameron-Gray

PROVING UP
Alice & John Butler+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert & Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+

TOSCA
Frances Pietch Trust
Mazza Foundation

FIRE SHUT UP IN MY BONES
Anonymous
Gael Neeson
Lauter McDougal Charitable Fund

SIR ANDREW DAVIS CONDUCTS BEETHOVEN 9
This concert is dedicated to the memory of Lady Gianna 

Rolandi Davis, with our love and admiration.

Lyric is grateful for our 2021/22 Season production sponsors.

To learn more about Lyric sponsorship opportunities, please visit 
lyricopera.org/support-lyric/major-investments/production-sponsorships

+ Enrique Circle
The Enrique Circle is comprised of Lyric’s most dedicated supporters who are committed to 

championing Maestro Enrique Mazzola’s exciting artistic vision and legacy.

Lyric’s 2021/22 Season is presented by 

°deceased

Additional support for Lyric’s 2021/22 Season is generously provided by the Production Circle. 

BULLEY &
ANDREWS

Building Matters®



A season 
of adventure
awaits

2021|22 SEASON
ON SALE NOW
CATÁN

Florencia en el Amazonas
Nov. 13 - 28, 2021

PUCCINI

Tosca
Mar. 12 - Apr. 10, 2022

BLANCHARD/LEMMONS

Fire Shut Up in My Bones
Mar. 24 - Apr. 8, 2022

Sir Andrew Davis Conducts Beethoven 9
Apr. 1, 2022

lyricopera.org
312.827.5600

MAZZOLI/VAVREK

Proving Up
Jan. 22 - 30, 2022

Official Airline

Photo: Lynn Lane / Houston Grand Opera
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Caring
Loyal
Compassionate 

donors will guide Lyric’s path forward. 

Help light the way.

Support Lyric Opera of Chicago
lyricopera.org/donatenow

312.827.3500 

Photo: Todd Rosenberg
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Supporting our future—
endowments at Lyric
As a perpetual fund that annually distributes a designated portion  
of earnings and investment income, endowments provide a steady  
source of funding so Lyric can be a leader in the opera world— 
now and into the future. 

LYRIC ENDOWED CHAIRS 
Supports	 Established by
Chorus Master	 Howard A. Stotler
Concertmaster	 Mrs. R. Robert Funderburg, 

 		     in honor of Sally Funderburg
Costume Designer	 Richard P. and Susan Kiphart
General Director	 The Women’s Board,  

		     in loving memory 
			      of Ardis Krainik
Lighting Director	 Mary-Louise and James S. Aagaard, 
			      in honor of Duane Schuler
Music Director	 John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols
Production and Technical 	 Allan and Elaine Muchin
	 Director+	
Wigmaster and Makeup 	 Marlys Beider, in loving 
	 Designer+	    memory of Harold Beider
Ryan Opera Center Director	 The Ryan Opera Center Board
Ryan Opera Center	 Edgar D. Jannotta Family
	 Music Director

LYRIC PRODUCTION ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Supports	 Established by
American Operas+	 Robert and Ellen Marks
Baroque Operas	 Anonymous
Bel Canto Operas+	 Mr. and Mrs. William H. Redfield
French Operas	 W. James and Maxine P. Farrell
German Operas	 Irma Parker
Italian Operas	 NIB Foundation
Mozart Operas	 Regenstein Foundation,  

		     in honor of Ruth Regenstein
Puccini Operas+	 Mary Patricia Gannon
Verdi Operas	 Guild Board
Wagner Operas	 Anonymous

LYRIC ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Sarah and A. Watson Armour III Endowment
Shirley and Benjamin Gould Endowment
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Endowment

DISCOVER LYRIC ENDOWMENT FUNDS
The Grainger Foundation Endowment

RYAN OPERA CENTER ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Dr. C. Bekerman Endowment+

Thomas Doran Endowment+

Boyd Edmonston & Edward Warro Endowment+

James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer Endowment+

H. Earl and Miriam U. Hoover Endowment Fund
J. Thomas Hurvis Endowment Fund,  

in memory of Richard P. Kiphart
Robert and Ellen Marks Ryan Opera Center Vocal Studies Program, 

in memory of Gianna Rolandi+

Lois B. Siegel Endowment+

Joanne Silver Endowment+

Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk Endowment+

LYRIC UNLIMITED — LEARNING AND CREATIVE 
ENGAGEMENT ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Katherine A. Abelson Education Endowment
The Chapters’ Education Endowment, in memory of Alfred Glasser
George F. and Linda L. Brusky Youth Education Endowment+

James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer Endowment+

Dr. C. Bekerman Endowment+

Raynette and Ned Boshell Endowment

With Major Support provided 
from the Nancy W. Knowles Student 
and Family Performances Fund
During her lifetime, Carol Fox Award recipient 
Nancy Knowles generously invested her 
time, talents, and leadership to advance Lyric 

through her membership on the Board of Directors, Executive 
Committee, and Guild Board.  In recognition of her extraordinary gift 
to the Campaign for Excellence, Lyric named the Nancy W. Knowles 
Lobby in 2007.  Later, Nancy made a significant gift in support of the 
Breaking New Ground Campaign, creating the Nancy W. Knowles 
Student and Family Performances Fund which she secured by 
including Lyric as a beneficiary of her estate plans—a remarkable 
continuation of her lifetime generosity.  Lyric will forever be grateful 
for Nancy’s extraordinary generosity and for creating a fund through 
her thoughtful gift planning that will support children and family 
programming at Lyric for years to come.

+	 Future Planned Gift  These donors have named Lyric in their will, trust, or IRA to establish an endowment fund in their name to support Lyric, its programs, and positions forever. 

Learn how to leave a legacy that lasts forever by contacting Lyric’s Gift Planning Office at 312.827.5654 or email gift_planning@lyricopera.org.

Caring
Loyal
Compassionate 

donors will guide Lyric’s path forward. 

Help light the way.

Support Lyric Opera of Chicago
lyricopera.org/donatenow

312.827.3500 

Photo: Todd Rosenberg



The Ardis Krainik Society
To learn more about The Ardis Krainik Society and leaving a lasting legacy  

at Lyric please contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Plannnig
mbiver@lyricopera.org | 312-827-5655

“
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With 100 years of Lyric attendance between us, we have 
indelible memories of brilliant voices, moving dramas, 
and stagecraft of the highest order. Because  
it has so enriched our lives, the future of opera matters 
to us. That's why we've named Lyric in our wills.
George Paterson & Allen Frantzen

PASSION...
Pass it on.
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ARIA BENEFACTORS
Lyric would like to acknowledge 
the extraordinary philanthropy 
of the following individuals who 
have made significant leadership 
commitments of $1,000,000 or 
more and who comprise the Aria 
Benefactors of the Ardis Krainik 
Society.   

Anonymous Donors (5)
Paul & Mary Anderson Family 

Foundation+
Marlys A. Beider+
Dr. C. Bekerman+
Christopher Carlo &  

Robert Chaney+
David & Orit Carpenter+
James W. Chamberlain+
Robert F. Finke
Amanda & Matthew Fox+ 
Diane Marie Tkach &  

James F. Freundt+    
Mary Patricia Gannon+
James K. Genden &  

Alma Koppedraijer+
Bruce A. Gober, M.D. &  

Donald H. Ratner+
Howard Gottlieb+
Sue & Melvin Gray+
James C. Kemmerer
Dr. Petra B. Krauledat &  

Dr. W. Peter Hansen
Philip G. Lumpkin+
John Nigh+
Julia Pernet
Lyn & Bill Redfield
Richard Ryan+
Lois B. Siegel+   
Marisela Varela, M.D.+    
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Willson   
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak+
Drs. Russ & Joan Zajtchuk+
Anne Zenzer+

SOCIETY MEMBERS
Anonymous Donors (128)
Mrs. James S. Aagaard
Valerie & Joseph Abel+
Louise Abrahams+
Richard Abram & Paul Chandler 
Carol A. Abrioux+
Ada & Whitney Addington
Ginny Alberts-Johnson &  

Lance Johnson+
Judy L. Allen+
Karen G. Andreae
Louise E. Anderson 

Catherine Aranyi
L. Robert Artoe
Bert Badillo+
Richard N. Bailey
David Gerald Baker
Susann Ball+
Randolph & Lorraine Barba+  
Margaret Basch+
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Beata+
Mrs. Bill Beaton
Alvin R. Beatty+
Martha Bell+
Daniel J. Bender+
Lynn Bennett+
Julie Anne Benson+
Charles E. & Nancy T. Berg
Joan Israel Berger+
Barbara Bermudez+
Kyle & Marge Bevers+
Patrick J. Bitterman+
M. J. Black & Mr. C Lancy
Richard Blackwell+
Dr. Debra Zahay Blatz
Merrill & Judy Blau+
Ann Blickensderfer+
D. Jeffrey & Joan H. Blumenthal+
Marlene R. Boncosky+
Mr. & Mrs. John Jay Borland+
Ned & Raynette Boshell
David Boyce
Dr. & Mrs. Boone Brackett+
Christine & Paul Branstad Family 

Foundation
Robert & Phyllis Brauer+
Danolda (Dea) Brennan+
Candace Broecker Loftus
Daniel A. & Leona B. Bronstein+
Carol & Alan Brookes+
Kathryn Y. Brown+
Richard M. & Andrea J. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Edward H. Bruske III
George F. & Linda L. Brusky+
Steven & Helen Buchanan+
Dr. Gerald & Mrs. Linda Budzik+
Lisa Bury
Robert J. Callahan
Amy & Paul Carbone+
Carla Carstens & Theodore Herr 

Patrick Vincent Casali+
Esther Charbit+
Jeffrey K. Chase, J.D.
Ramona Choos+
J. Salvatore L. Cianciolo
Heinke Clark+
Robert & Margery Coen+
Peter & Beverly Conroy+
Sharon Conway+
Sarah J. Cooney

Dr. W. Gene Corley Family
Joseph E. Corrigan+
Paul T. & Elaine D. Cottey
Una Creditor
Barbara L. Dean+
Phyllis Diamond
Roger & Linelle Dickinson+
Ms. Janet E. Diehl
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Dillon+
Catherine R. DiNapoli
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard J. Dobroski+
Thomas M. Dolan
Thomas Doran
Mary Louise Duhamel
Kathleen Dunn+
Roma Krystyna Dybalski+
Richard L. Eastline+
Carol A. Eastman
Judy Eckberg+
Boyd Edmonston & Edward Warro 

Endowment Fund+
Lucy A. Elam, in memory of 

Elizabeth Elam
Mr. & Mrs. Don Elleman
Cherelynn A. Elliott+
Terrence M. W. Ellsworth
Dr. James A. Eng
La & Philip Engel
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Ericson
Dr. & Mrs. James Ertle+
Ms. Mary T. Ethier+
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.+
Martha L. Faulhaber+
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Y. Feng
Felicia Finkelman+
Jack M. & Marsha S. Firestone
Eloise C. Foster+
Barbara Gail Franch
James Victor Franch+
Rhoda & Henry Frank Family 

Foundation+
Patricia & Maurice J. Frank+
Richard J. Franke
Ms. Susan Frankel
Thomas H. Franks, Ph.D.
Allen J. Frantzen
Penny & John E. Freund+
Dr. Paul Froeschl+
Mira Frohnmayer &  

Sandra Sweet+
Marie & Gregory Fugiel
Sheilah Purcell Garcia, Lady Witton
George & Mary Ann Gardner
Scott P. George
Melinda E. Gibson, M.D. in memory 

of Sylvia M. Morrison
Norden S. Gilbert+
John F. Gilmore

Michael Goldberger
Rick Greenman+
Dr. J. Brian Greis
James R. Grimes+
Patricia Grogan+
Carolyn Hallman
Carl J. Halperin+
Mr. Edwin Hanlon 
Miss Patricia O. Hanlon
CAPT Martin Hanson USN (Ret)
Ms. Geraldine Haracz
Mary Kathryn Hartigan
Julian W. Harvey+
Andrew Hatchell
William P. Hauworth+
Dr. & Mrs. David J. Hayden
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy+
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath+
Josephine E. Heindel+
Allen W. Heinemann &  

William Borden+
Mary Mako Helbert
Stephanie & Allen Hochfelder
Mrs. Marion Hoffman
Concordia Hoffmann
Stephen D. Holmes+
Edith A. Holst+
Mary & Jim Houston+
H. Eileen Howard &  

Marshall Weinberg+
Sarah & William Hufford
Kenneth N. Hughes
Michael Huskey
Cpt. Bernardo Iorgulescu,  

USMC Memorial Fund+
Merle Jacob+
J. Jeffrey Jaglois
Edgar D. Jannotta+
Stanley J. Janowiak
Dr. & Mrs. Todd &  

Peggy Janus+
Barbara Joabson
Diane & Alan Johnson+
John Arthur Johnson
Nancy Johnson Vazzano
Ronald B. Johnson+
Roy A. & Sarah C. Johnson+
Barbara Mair Jones+
Janet Jones+
Mr. Theodore Kalogeresis
Wayne S. & Lenore M. Kaplan
Kerma & John Karoly+
Kenneth Kelling
Chuck & Kathy Killman+
Diana Hunt King
Neil King+
R. William Klein, Jr.
Laura & LeRoy Klemt+

Gift planning at Lyric
Ardis Krainik Society at Lyric | This group consists of dedicated supporters who 
have designated a special gift, through their will, trust, IRA or other planned giving 
arrangements to benefit Lyric into the future. 
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J. Peter Kline
Helen Kohr+
Susan Kryl
Barbara A. Kummerer - in memory 

of Thomas H. Kummerer+
Mary S. Kurz+
Larry Lapidus+
Barbara K. Larsen+
Angela Larson &  

Bamshad Mobasher
Thomas & Lise Lawson
Henrietta Leary+
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew O. Lewicky
Pamela Forbes Lieberman+
Carole F. Liebson
Carol L. Linne
Doris C. Lorz
Carolyn Lovering
Carlotta & Ronald Lucchesi+
William & Terry Maher 
James C. & Suzette M. Mahneke+
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Malatesta
Jeanne Randall Malkin
Ann Chassin Mallow
Jennifer J. Malpass+
Dr. & Mrs. Karl Lee Manders
Allison R. Manley
Daniel T. Manoogian

Mrs. John Jay Markham
Daniel F Marselle
Dr. Christine Winter Massie &  

Mr. James Massie+
Michael P. Mayer
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Mayer+
Michael M. & Diane Mazurczak
Mrs. David McCandless
James G. & Laura G. McCormick
Gia & Paul McDermott
Nancy Lauter McDougal+
Blythe Jaski McGarvie+
William F. McHugh+
Leoni Zverow McVey &  

Bill McVey+
Martina M. Mead+
Mr. & Mrs. Leland V. Meader+
Bill Melamed+
Dr. & Mrs. Jack L. Melamed
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Mesrobian+
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Meyers
Barbara Terman Michaels+
Margaret & Craig Milkint+
Gerry M. Miller+
Michael Miller & Sheila Naughten
Susan M. Miller+
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Miller
Edward S. & Barbara L. Mills+

Martha A. Mills+
Vlasta A. “Vee” Minarich+
David & Justine K. Mintzer+
BettyAnn Mocek &  

Adam R. Walker+
Robert & Lois Moeller+
Dr. Virginia Saft Mond
Drs. Bill & Elaine Moor+
Allan & Elaine Muchin+
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Murphy
Ms. Diana K. Myers
Tom Myles+
David J. & Dolores D. Nelson+
John H. Nelson+
Edward & Gayla Nieminen+
Zehava L. Noah
Florence C. Norstrom
Renate P. Norum+
Patricia A. Noska+
Linda Moses Novak
Margo & Michael Oberman+
Mr. & Mrs. Paul W. Oliver, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Olson+
David & Sheila Ormesher+
Stephen S. Orphanos+
Jonathan Orser+
Gerald L. Padbury
John & Dawn Palmer+ 

Joan L. Pantsios+
Robert W. Parsons, M.D.+
Mr. Anthony Pasquinelli
George R. Paterson+
Donald Peck
George Pepper, M.D.+
Sunday & Charles Perry
Elizabeth Anne Peters
Susanne P. Petersson
Shirley Pfenning
Genevieve M. Phelps+
Karen & Dick Pigott+
Robert M. Pine+
Louis A. Pitschmann &  

Lillian A. Clark+
John J. W. Plampin+ 
Drs. Alan & Carol Pohl+
Ms. Lois Polakoff
Martilias A. Porreca, CFP
Kenneth Porrello &  

Sherry McFall+
D. Elizabeth Price+
Nathaniel W. Pusey
Dr. Sondra C. Rabin
Roberta Lyn Anderson Rains+
Dorothy V. Ramm+
Linda Raschke
Christina Rashid

Take your place 
in Lyric history 

We hope Lyric holds a permanent 
place in your heart, and we’d like to 
offer you a permanent place at Lyric.
Name a seat in the Ardis Krainik Theatre with a 

personalized brass plaque at the seat of your choosing.

It’s the perfect way to celebrate an event, remember 

a loved one, or simply commemorate your love of Lyric.

Learn more at lyricopera.org/nameaseat or call 312.827.5686.
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More information about becoming an Ardis Krainik Society member and the related levels and benefits associated with that 
generous support is available through Lyric’s Gift Planning Office at 312.827.5654 or gift_planning@lyricopera.org.

Mr. & Mrs. Keith A. Reed
Michael & Susan “Holly” Reiter+ 
Evelyn R. Richer+
Jennie M. Righeimer
Charles & Marilynn Rivkin+
Carol Roberts+
Mary Raffetto-Robins+
Jadwiga Roguska-Kyts, M.D.,  

in memory of Robert Kyts
Sylvie Romanowski+
James & Janet Rosenbaum
J. Kenneth & Susan T. Rosko+
Chatka Ruggiero+
Joseph C. Russo
Dennis Ryan
Louise M. Ryssmann+
Eugene Rzym, in memory of 

Adaline Rzym+
David Sachs
Suzanne & William Samuels
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Schaeffer+
Mary T. Schafer+
Mrs. Philip H. Schaff, Jr.
Douglas M. Schmidt
Franklin Schmidt
Martha P. Schneider
Ms. Frances A. Schrader
Donald Seibert
Lois B. Siegel+
Sandra Shane-DuBow+
Sherie Coren Shapiro+
Charles Chris Shaw
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon M. Shaw
David Shayne+
Jared Shlaes
Joanne Silver+ 
Mr. Andrew Barry Simmons & 

Mitchell Loewenthal-Grassini+
Ilene Simmons 
Larry G. Simpson+
Margles Singleton+
Dr. Ira Singer
Thomas G. Sinkovic
Craig Sirles+
Norman & Mirella Smith
Joan M. Solbeck+
Mary Soleiman
Philip & Sylvia Spertus+
Ms. Gay K. Stanek+  
James Staples+
Sherie B. Stein+
J. Allyson Stern
Lisbeth Cherniack Stiffel+
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Stirling+

Carol A. Stitzer
Clara Basch Stone
Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Stonebraker
Mary Stowell+
Daniel & Norene Stucka
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn L. Stuffers+
Emily J. Su
Sherwin A. Swartz
Mr. Charles A. Tausche+
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Telander
Cheryl Lorelle Thaxton+
L. Kristofer Thomsen
Carla M. Thorpe+
Dr. David Thurn
Karen Hletko Tiersky+
Myron Tiersky+
Jacqueline Tilles+
Lawrence E. Timmins+
Mrs. William C. Tippens+
Virginia Tobiason+
Paula Turner+
Robert & Gloria Turner+
Paul & Judith Tuszynski+
Ultmann Family Charitable 

Remainder Unitrust
Mrs. Elizabeth Upjohn Mason+
John H. Utley, Jr. &  

Mary L. Utley Trust
Cynthia Vahlkamp & Robert Kenyon 

Charitable Trust+
Mike & Mary Valeanu
Marlene A. Van Skike+
Lorraine & Dave Vander Ark+
David J. Varnerin+
Raita Vilnins+
Malcolm V. Vye, M.D.
Albert Walavich+
Darcy Lynn Walker
Gary T. Walther+
Albert Wang
Barbara M. Wanke
Louella Krueger Ward+
Karl Wechter+
Patricia M. Wees+
Claude M. Weil+
Eric Weimer & Edwin Hanlon+
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Weinberg
Joanna L. Weiss
Joan & Marco Weiss+
Mrs. Robert G. Weiss
Mrs. Melville W. Wendell+
Sandra Wenner
Caroline C. Wheeler+
Jane B. White

Claudia Winkler+
Nora Winsberg
Mr. David Winter
Florence Winters+
Stephen R. Winters &  

Don D. Curtis+
Brien & Cathy Wloch+
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wood II+
Mrs. William Wunder
Daniel R. Zillmann

ESTATE GIFTS
The following estates have 
generously provided gifts of 
bequests and other planned gifts 
to Lyric. Due to space limitations, 
listings include only planned 
bequests received in the past three 
years. With deepest regards, Lyric 
commemorates and remembers 
those departed Lyric patrons who 
have honored us with these most 
profound commitments. 

Donald Alderman
Judith Anderson
Mrs. Roger Anderson
Constance & Liduina Barbantini
Dr. Gregory L. Boshart
Joan Brugger
Jacqueline Brumlik
Dr. Mary Louise Hirsh Burger &  

Mr. William Burger
Terry J. Burgeson  
Muriel A. Burnet
Wiley Caldwell
June Choate
Ellen Clasen
Ellen Cole Charitable  

Remainder Trust
John C. Coleman Family 

Foundation
Ross & Vivian Conner Trusts
Barbara Coussement
Mrs. Campbell de Frise
Ellen Clasen
Marjorie Louise DeBoos
Barbara K. DeCoster
Victoria Defty
George Devron
Azile Dick
Edward Elisberg
Joseph R. Ender

Nadine Ferguson
Darlene & Kenneth Fiske
Thomas Frisch
Mrs. John Wilburn Garland
Lyle Gillman
Robert D. Gray
Mary Elizabeth Mako Helbert
Elsie Heyler
John Edward Hollender
Rebecca Jarabak
Judy A. Jasper
Laurence P. Johnson
Dr. Anne Juhasz
Stuart Kane
Bernice Kao
Robert & Jeanne Kapoun
Paul R. Keske
Esther Klatz
Nancy W. Knowles
Karen J. Kuehner
Ruth L. Labitzke
Sarrah & Sadie Lapinsky
Dr. William R. Lawrence
Arthur B. Logan
Hugo Lorenz
Dr. Alexis W. Maier Trust
Iris Maiter
Robert Marks
Florence D. McMillan+
Dr. Jack Melamed
Rosemary Murgas Charitable 

Living Trust
Dolores Nelson
Sydelle F. Nelson
Louis A. Nyman
Irma Parker
Dr. Frances Pietch
Sherrie Kahn Reddick
Joan Richards
Lois Schmidt
Del Snow
Elaine Soter
Franklin R. St. Lawrence
Barry Sullivan
Janis Sullivan
Peggy Sullivan
Miriam Swanson
David Thurn
Dorothy Vance
Josephine V. Wallace
Paul & Virginia Wilcox
Rita A. Zralek

+ Donor to 2021 or 2022 campaigns, as of September 9, 2021.
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VIRTUOSO CIRCLE BENEFACTORS
$75,000 to $99,999

Corporate partnership
Lyric appreciates the generosity of its corporate partners.

ARTIST CIRCLE BENEFACTOR
$25,000 to $34,999

ARIA SOCIETY
$1,000,000 and above

$250,000 to $499,999

$100,000 to $249,999

MAESTRO CIRCLE BENEFACTORS
$50,000 to $74,999

COMPOSER CIRCLE BENEFACTORS
$35,000 to $49,999



Lyric Opera of Chicago  |  57

PREMIER PATRONS 
$15,000 to $24,999
Anonymous
ComEd, an Exelon Compan
Wintrust Community Banks

DISTINGUISHED 
PATRONS 
$10,000 to $14,999
Alexander & Alexander, 

Attorneys at Law
Baird
Crowe LLP
KPMG LLP
Mayer Brown LLP
MUFG

PATRONS 
$5,000 to $9,999
Amsted Industries Foundation
Busey Bank
Chicago Title and Trust 

Company Foundation
FIfth Third Bank
Italian Village Restaurants
Reed Smith LLP
Sahara Enterprises, Inc.
Shure Incorporated
William Blair

PARTNERS 
$4,000 to $4,999
Entercom
Michuda Construction, Inc.
Ropes & Gray LLP

DEVOTEES 
$3,000 to $3,999
American Agricultural 

Insurance Company
Howard & Howard Attorneys 

PLLC

ADVOCATES 
$2,000 to $2,999
Innis Law Group
Old Republic International 

Corporation
Skadden

AFICIONADOS 
$1,000 to $1,999
Bumper Lanes Marketing
Midwest Cargo Systems, Inc.
Miller Shakman Levine & 

Feldman

MATCHING GIFTS
AbbVie
Allstate Giving Campaign
Bank of America Foundation
Benevity Community  

Impact Fund
Boston Consulting Group
BP Matching Funds Programs
Caterpillar Foundation Inc.
Cybergrants
Emerson Electric Company
Exelon Foundation
GE Foundation
HSBC - North America
IBM Corporation
ITW Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis
John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation
Motorola Foundation
Network for Good
Peoples Gas
PepsiCo Foundation
PNC Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Salesforce
Synchrony Bank
TIFF Charitable Foundation
United Way Metro Chicago
US Bank
W. W. Grainger, Inc.
William Blair
YourCause

SPECIAL THANKS
American Airlines for its 
39-year partnership as the 
Official Airline of Lyric Opera 
of Chicago.

CORT Furniture Rentals for 
its generous conference room 
furniture partnership.

Willkie Farr & Gallagher and 
Craig C. Martin, Chairman, 
Midwest, for the firm’s pro 
bono legal services throughout 
the year. 

Warner Classics as the Official 
Education and Promotion 
Music Provider.

IN-KIND GIFTS
American Airlines, Inc.
Brush Creek Ranch
Coco Pazzo
Crain-Maling Foundation
Dentons US LLP
Fellowes, Inc.
Shure Incorporated

Lyric Opera of Chicago 
acknowledges support from 
the Illinois Arts Council 
Agency.

Lyric Opera of Chicago is a 
member of OPERA America.

To learn more about corporate partnership opportunities, please contact Chelsea Lauing,  
Philanthropy Officer - Institutional Partnerships at clauing@lyricopera.org or 312.827.5762. 

Listings include donors whose gifts or pledges where received by September 9, 2021.
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Annual individual  
and foundation support

Lyric recognizes and appreciates gifts to its operating campaign 
made by generous individuals, foundations, and government 
organizations. Their continued support is vital. 

The Crown Family  
Lester & Renée Crown

Patrick G. & Shirley Welsh Ryan

ARIA SOCIETY
$1,000,000 and above

$500,000 to $999,999

$250,000 to $499,999

The Butler Family Foundation  
John & Alice Butler

Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel J. Christopher and Anne N. Reyes 
Foundation

Robert and Penelope Steiner  
Family Foundation

Henry M. & Gilda R. Buchbinder 
Family

Julius Frankel Foundation  
Julius Frankel°

Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross

Mr. & Mrs. Sanfred Koltun Josef & Margot Lakonishok Lauter McDougal Charitable Fund 
Fred°& Nancy McDougal

Lisbeth Stiffel

Donna Van Eekeren Foundation Zell Family Foundation

ANONYMOUS

ANONYMOUS
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$100,000 to $249,999

Mrs. James S. Aagaard Julie & Roger Baskes

Marlys Beider Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin Marion A. Cameron-Gray

Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation 
Elizabeth F. Cheney°

Mrs. John V. Crowe

Ethel & William Gofen Howard L. Gottlieb &  
Barbara G. Greis

Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel &  
John H. Krehbiel, Jr.

Sonia Florian 

John R. Halligan Charitable Fund 
John R. Halligan°

The Harris Family Foundation 
Caryn & King Harris	 Pam Friend Szokol

Patricia A. Kenney &  
Gregory J. O’Leary

Mr.° and Mrs. Fred A. Krehbiel

° deceased

ANONYMOUS 
DONORS (2) 

Julian Family Foundation  
Lori Julian

James & Brenda Grusecki
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$100,000 to $249,999
Continued

Mazza Foundation  
Joseph O. Rubinelli, Jr.,  
Mary Jane Rubinelli, Nicholas J. 
Lavezzorio, & Joan Lavezzorio 
Schniedwind

Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust 
Elizabeth Morse Genius°

Allan & Elaine Muchin

Jerome and Elaine Nerenberg 
Foundation  
Jerry° & Elaine Nerenberg°

John D. & Alexandra C. Nichols

Mr. & Mrs. William A. Osborn Nancy S. Searle

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Vance  
and Mrs. Herbert Vance°  
Carol & William Vance

Roberta L. Washlow &  
Robert J. Washlow

Richard O. Ryan Dr. Scholl Foundation  
Jack° & Catherine Scholl°

Susan & Robert Morrison

Gael Neeson and Stefan Edlis°

° deceased

Jim° & Kay Mabie
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VIRTUOSO CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$75,000 to $99,999
Anonymous
Robin Angly & Miles Smith
Eisen Family Foundation
The Hearst Foundations
The Knowles Foundation
Penny Pritzker & Bryan Traubert
Rose L. Shure & Sidney N. Shure
Lois B. Siegel
	
MAESTRO CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$50,000 to $74,999
Anonymous
The Beaubien Family
David Q. & Mary H. Bell
Cellmer/Neal Foundation Fund
The Chicago Community Trust
Ann Coleman
Nancy Dehmlow
Donald & Anne Edwards
James & Deborah Fellowes
Elaine S. Frank Fund
Maurice & Patricia Frank
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Ruth Ann M. Gillis &
	 Michael J. McGuinnis
Sue & Melvin Gray
Walter E. Heller Foundation
Martha A. Hesse
Eric & Deb Hirschfield
Mr. & Mrs. Charles K. Huebner
J. Thomas Hurvis & Ann Andersen
Illinois Arts Council Agency
Dr. & Mrs. Mark F. Kozloff
Rebecca & Lester Knight
Chauncey and Marion D.
	 McCormick Family Foundation
Frank B. Modruson &
	 Lynne C. Shigley
Martha C. Nussbaum
The C. G. Pinnell Family
Polk Bros. Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Santi
Michael Steinberg &  

Salme Harju Steinberg
Thierer Family Foundation
Walter Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Wood Prince

COMPOSER CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$35,000 to $49,999
Anonymous
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Joyce E. Chelberg
Vinay Couto & Lynn Vincent
Virginia & Gary Gerst
The Edgar D. Jannotta Family
Annie & Greg Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Oberlander
Burton X. & Sheli Rosenberg
Segal Family Foundation
Cynthia Vahlkamp & Robert Kenyon
Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom

Dr. David H. Whitney &
	 Dr. Juliana Chyu

ARTIST CIRCLE
BENEFACTOR
$25,000 to $34,999
Anonymous Donors (3)
Ken & Amy Aldridge
Paul & Mary Anderson
Robert and Isabelle Bass 

Foundation, Inc.
Diane & Michael Beemer
Norman and Virginia Bobins / 
	 The Robert Thomas Bobins 

Foundation
Heidi Heutel Bohn
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Bowen
Betty Bradshaw
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Broadie
Buehler Family Foundation
Maree G. Bullock
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Butler
Amy & Paul Carbone
Greg & Mamie Case
Dr. Byong Uk Chung and
	 Myung Soon Chung Family
Lynd W. Corley
Lawrence O. Corry
Crain-Maling Foundation
Anne Megan Davis
Cate & Jim Denny
Ann M. Drake
Drs. George & Sally Dunea
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene F. Fama
Film Funds Trust Funds
David & Janet Fox
Mary Patricia Gannon
Dan & Caroline Grossman
James & Brenda Grusecki
Mary Ellen Hennessy
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne J. Holman III
George E. Johnson
Ronald B. Johnson
Joseph M. Kacena Endowed Fund
Stephen A. Kaplan
Mike & Lindy Keiser
Stephen Kohl & Mark Tilton
Silvia Beltrametti Krehbiel &
	 Jay Krehbiel
Mr. Thomas V. Linguanti &  

Ms. Olivia Tyrrell
Robert & Evelyn McCullen
Blythe Jaski McGarvie
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew J. McKenna
Susan M. Miller
Martha A. Mills
Mr. & Mrs. Todd D. Mitchell
Charles Morcom
Drs. Funmi & Sola Olopade
Matt & Carrie Parr
Ingrid Peters
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Potter
Rosy & Jose Luis Prado
Anne & Chris Reyes
Dr. Petra & Mr. Randy O. Rissman
Susan M. Ruder
Mrs. Robert E. Sargent

Barbara and Barre Seid Foundation
Charles and M.R. Shapiro
	 Foundation, Inc.
Richard W. Shepro &
	 Lindsay E. Roberts
Morris Silverman &
	 Lori Ann Komisar
Kevin & Dana Smith
Ms. Gay K. Stanek
Dr. Cynthia V. Stauffacher
Mary Stowell
Cherryl T. Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Richard L. Thomas
Virginia Tobiason
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Trapp
Robert L. Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Weinberg
Drs. Joan & Russ Zajtchuk
Anne Zenzer & Dominick DeLuca

PREMIER PATRON
$15,000 to $24,999
Anonymous Donors (4)
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Applebaum
Judith Barnard & Michael Fain
Ron & Queta Bauer
James N. & Laurie Bay
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Beata
Mr. & Mrs. John Jay Borland
Drs. Walter & Anne-Marie
	 Bruyninckx
Marie Campbell
Allan Drebin
Stephen Dunbar
Erika E. Erich
Sonja & Conrad Fischer
Lafayette J. Ford
Mira Frohnmayer & Sandra Sweet
Gordon & Ann Getty

Mary & Lionel Go
Mr. Gerald & Dr. Colette Gordon
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Gray
Maria C. Green & Oswald G. Lewis
Joan W. Harris
James & Mary Houston
Mr. & Mrs. Roger B. Hull
Capt. Bernardo Iorgulescu, 
	 USMC Memorial Fund
Laurie & Michael Jaffe
The Jentes Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. L. D. Jorndt
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. King

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kizziah
MaryBeth Kretz & Robert Baum
Mrs. Paul Lieberman
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Mages
David Marshall &
	 Dr. Maija Freimanis
Jean McLaren & John Nitschke
Terry J. Medhurst
Chris & Eileen Murphy
Kenneth R. Norgan
Margo & Michael Oberman
	 and Family
Marian Phelps Pawlick
Andra & Irwin Press
D. Elizabeth Price
Regan Rohde
John W. & Jeanne M. Rowe
Sandra & Earl Rusnak, Jr.
Mary Beth Shea
Elizabeth S. Sheppard
The George L. Shields  

Foundation, Inc.
Louis and Nellie Sieg Fund
Ilene Simmons
Ms. Catherine E. Stewart
Carl & Marilynn Thoma
Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Marisela Varela, M.D.
Christian Vinyard
Mr. & Mrs. John Vogelstein
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wood II
Ann Ziff

DISTINGUISHED PATRON
$10,000 to $14,999
Anonymous Donors (11)
Katherine A. Abelson
Richard Abram & Paul Chandler
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Atkinson, Jr.

Paul and Robert Barker Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. William H. 

Baumgartner, Jr.
C. Bekerman, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Merrill E. Blau
John and Rosemary Brown
	 Family Foundation
Winston & Lally Brown
Joy Buddig
Margarita Chavez
City of Chicago Department of
	 Cultural Affairs and Special
	 Events

Lyric is where we learned to love opera 
for the past 25 years and holds a special 
place for us, and we want to ensure the 
quality of the art form perseveres.
Lance and Marcy F.

“
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Thomas A. Clancy & Dana I. Green
Winnie & Bob Crawford
Susan E. Cremin
Marsha Cruzan & Tom McGinnis
Gerry & Randee Curciarello
Dr. & Mrs. Tapas K. Das Gupta
Sally Davison
Decyk Charitable Foundation
Shawn M. Donnelley &
	 Christopher M. Kelly
Fred L. Drucker & Hon. Rhoda
	 Sweeney Drucker
Richard B. Egen
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
Theresa M. Forsythe
Mr. Steven L. Fradkin
Ms. Elisabeth O. Geraghty
Amb. & Mrs. Ronald J. Gidwitz
Brent & Katie Gledhill
Bruce A. Gober, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney L. Goldstein
Phillip & Norma Gordon
Chester A. Gougis & Shelley Ochab

James R. Grimes
Daniel Groteke & Patricia Taplick
Anders & Donna Gustafsson
Joan M. Hall
John Hart & Carol Prins
Lynn Hauser & Neil Ross
Dr. Judith & Mr. Mark C. Hibbard
Dr. Carolyn & Dr. Paul Jarvis
Howard E. Jessen
Elizabeth Khalil & Peter Belytschko
Dr. Katherine Knight
Albert & Rita Lacher
Marc & Franziska Lacher
Dr. M. S.W. Lee
Lemont Fund
Francine Manilow
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. and
	 Sandra E. Marjan
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
Shari Mayes
Mr. & Mrs. James A. McClung
Erma S. Medgyesy
Helen Melchior
Ms. Britt M. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Milliken
Drs. Bill & Elaine Moor
Brendan & Suzanne Mulshine
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Murphy
Phyllis Neiman
Arthur C. Nielsen, Jr. Family
	 Charitable Trust

John Nigh
Carol “Mickey” Norton
Julian Oettinger
Sheila & David Ormesher
Mr. & Mrs. Bruno Pasquinelli
Mrs. Vernon J. Pellouchoud
Laurie & Michael Petersen
Prince Charitable Trusts
Mrs. Diana Prince
Irene D. Pritzker
Mr. & Mrs. William Revelle
Rocco & Cheryl Romano
Betsy & Andy Rosenfield
J. Kenneth & Susan T. Rosko
Alan Schriesheim & Kay Torshen
George & Joan Segal
Ilene and Michael Shaw
	 Charitable Trust
The Shubert Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Alejandro Silva
The Siragusa Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Siragusa
Craig Sirles

Patricia Arrington Smythe
Carol Sonnenschein Sadow
Gene & Jean Stark
Ellen & Jim Stirling
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Struthers
Angela Tenta, M.D.
Mrs. Theodore D. Tieken
Ksenia A. & Peter Turula
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Underwood
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Van Nice
Scott D. Vandermyde
Albert R. Walavich
Dan & Patty Walsh
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Willson
Stephen R. Winters
Marsha & David Woodhouse
Debbie K. Wright

PATRON
$5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous Donors (14)
John & Ann Amboian
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Arensman
Susan & Bob Arthur
Peter & Lucy Ascoli Family Fund
Margaret Atherton &
	 Robert Schwarz
Mr. Phillip Austin
Robert S. Bartolone
Louise Bass
Mark & Judy Bednar

Daniel J. Bender
Mr. & Mrs. D. Theodore Berghorst
Mr. & Mrs. Turney P. Berry
Lieselotte N. Betterman
Patrick J. Bitterman
Mr. Andrew Blair
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew K. Block
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen A. Bolanowski, Jr.
Laurence & Patricia Booth
Mrs. Susan Bowey
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Bulley, III
Rosemarie & Dean L. Buntrock
Christopher Carlo & Robert Chaney
David & Orit Carpenter
Mrs. Warren M. Choos
Heinke K. Clark
Mrs. Christina Collins
Jane B. Colman
Scott Cozad
The Cozad Family
Franci N. Crane
Michael J. Cushing
The Dancing Skies Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Avrum H. Dannen
Rathin Datta
Harry & Marianne Dennis
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony DiGianfilippo
Mr. Charles Droege &
	 Ms. Julie A. Wroblewski
Richard & Ingrid Dubberke
Hon. Frank Easterbrook &
	 Mrs. B. Englert Easterbrook
Miss Gay Elfline
Cherelynn A. Elliott
Susanna & Helmut Epp
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Etherington
Timothy R. Farrell
Kathleen Field Orr &  

Dr. Edward S. Ogata
Elizabeth W. Fischer
Mr. & Mrs. James V. Franch
Ms. Lili Gaubin
Ms. Sharon Gibson
Helyn D. Goldenberg
Alfred G. Goldstein
Dr. Steven A. Gould
Glen & Claire Hackmann
The Blanny A. Hagenah
	 Family Fund
Mr. & Mrs. M. Hill Hammock
Mr. Jeffrey D. Hanna
Mrs. John M. Hartigan
Mr. & Mrs. Julian W. Harvey
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
Mrs. O. J. Heestand, Jr.
Dr. Allen W. Heinemann &
	 Dr. William Borden
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Herbst
Thomas W. & Helen C. Hill
Sandra Hoffman
Mrs. Richard S. Holson, Jr.
Michael & Leigh Huston
Hiromi Ishikawa
Ronald & Bett Jacquart
Dr. & Mrs. Todd and Peggy Janus
Mary Ann Karris

Mr. & Mrs. Neil T. Kawashima
Nancy Rita Kaz
Kate T. Kestnbaum
Marian Kinney
Mark & Betty Kjeldgaard
Mr. & Mrs. LeRoy C. Klemt
Thomas A. Kmetko & Rafael Leon
Mrs. Jackie Knight
Victoria M. Kohn
Eldon & Patricia Kreider
Jeanne LaDuke
Ms. Nataskia S. Lampe
Mr. Craig Lancaster &
	 Ms. Charlene T. Handler
Lannan Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lans
Jeffrey & Elise Lennard
Bernard° & Averill Leviton
Pamela Forbes Lieberman
Anne & Craig Linn
Laurel Appell Lipkin
Jennifer Malpass
Mr. & Mrs. Miles Marsh
Laura & Craig Martin
Mr. Andrew Mason
Thomas J. McCormick
Marilyn McCoy &
	 Charles R. Thomas
Judith W. McCue &
	 Howard M. McCue III
Dr. Walter S. Melion &
	 Dr. John M. Clum
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley W. Mize
John & Etta McKenna
Florence D. McMillan°
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew McNally V
Dhun Mehta
Bill Melamed & Jamey Lundblad
Lois Melvoin
Mary Lou & Jack Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Noel Moore
Music Performance Trust Fund
Yana Nedvetsky
John H. Nelson
Renate P. Norum
Mr. & Mrs. James J. O’Connor
Mr. John G. Palfrey &
	 Mrs. Catherine A. Carter
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Patterson
Michael W. Payette
Mr. & Mrs. John Pepe
Jean Perkins & Leland Hutchinson
Sandra & Michael Perlow
Jim & Polly Pierce
Harvey R. & Madeleine P. Plonsker
Bonnie Pritchard
Mrs. Jay Pritzker
Jennifer N. Pritzker
John Rau
Candy & Gary Ridgway
Charles & Marilynn Rivkin
Carol Roberts
Saul & Sarah Rosen
Marsha & Robert Rosner
Norman Sackar
Linda Samuelson & Joel Howell
Erica L. Sandner

There are moments in opera 
performances that touch  
and humanize us.

Michael H. and Nancy R.

“
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Ms. Inez Saunders
Betty & Jack Schafer
Karla Scherer
David Schiffman
Curt G. Schmitt
The Schroeder Foundation
Dr. S. P. Shah
Adele & John Simmons
Larry G. Simpson
Dr. & Mrs. R. John Solaro
Joan M. Solbeck
Ardath & Connie Solsrud
James A. Staples
Doris F. Sternberg
Ralph & Sally Stoll
MinSook Suh
Mr. O. Thomas Thomas &
	 Mrs. Sandra Inara Thomas
L. Kristofer Thomsen
Ms. Carla M. Thorpe
Myron & Karen Hletko Tiersky
Mr. Michael Tobin, M.D.
Mr. Charles Todd &
	 Mr. Mario Cervantes
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Toft
Howard & Paula Trienens
	 Foundation
Elizabeth K. Twede
Lori L. & John R. Twombly
David J. Varnerin
Raita Vilnins
Pam & David Waud
Dr. Catherine L. Webb
Marilee & Richard Wehman
Hilary & Barry Weinstein
	 Family Foundation
Michael Welsh & Linda Brummer
David & Linda Wesselink
Howard S. White
Kim° & Miles D. White
Claudia Winkler
Mr. & Mrs. Brien Wloch
Paul Wood & The Honorable
	 Corinne Wood°
Stephanie Wood
Mark & Randi Woodworth

PARTNER
$4,000 to $4,999
Anonymous Donors (8)
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Aaron
Ms. & Mr. Rana & Albert Baladi
Mr. & Mrs. George Bayly
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Benesh
Mr. & Mrs. John Bienko
Ms. Elizabeth Blinderman
Mr. & Mrs. James Bramsen
Philip Brilliant
Leona & Daniel Bronstein
Dr. Jack Bulmash
Ms. Sheila Burke
Susan Burkhardt
Robert & Emily Carroll
Karen & John Crotty
Mrs. Marcia W. Dam
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Denison
Marilyn & Terry Diamond

Bernard J. & Sally Dobroski
Maureen Dooley
La Ferrenn & Philip Engel
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Evanich
R. Michael Flores, M.D. &
	 Prof. Alan Grigg
Rhoda & Henry Frank
	 Family Foundation
Dr. Susan R. Goldman
Motoko Goto
David & Elizabeth Graham
Ms. Hanna H. Gray
Mr. & Mrs. Heinz Grob
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Grumman
Solomon Gutstein
Allen & Vivian Hager
Kimberlee S. Herold
James Huntington Foundation
John G. & Betty C. Jacobs
Charlene Jacobsen
The Jobs Initiative Chicago
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kallman
Diana & Neil King
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Kirkpatrick
Elaine H. Klemen
Jean Klingenstein
David Levinson & Kathy Kirn
Ms. Jody Lewis
Sherry & Mel Lopata
Craig & Jane Love
Mr. George Murphy
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph H. Oyama
Ms. Lynne L. Pantalena
Pat & Lara Pappas
George R. Paterson &
	 Allen J. Frantzen
Drs. Sarunas & Jolanta Peckus
Karen Petitte
Mr. Jeffry Pickus &
	 Ms. Mary C. Downie
Dr. Joe Piszczor
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Pool
Mrs. Elke Rehbock
Jerry & Carole Ringer
Drs. Cynthia & Gary Ruoff
Dr. Itai Seggev & Dr. Dara Goldman
Sherie Coren Shapiro
Ross A. Slotten & Ted Grady
Bill & Orli Staley Foundation
Andrea & Mark Taylor
Gayle & Glenn R. Tilles
Phil & Paula Turner
Eric Vaang
Louis Weber
F. C. Winters
Sarah R. Wolff & Joel L. Handelman
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Woolever
Owen & Linda Youngman

DEVOTEE
$3,000 to $3,999
Anonymous Donors (2)
Len & Cyndy Alaimo
Mrs. John H. Andersen
Eric A. Anderson
Dr. Edward Applebaum &
	 Dr. Eva Redel

Ms. Anne Armstrong
Susann Ball
Bastian Voice Institute
Geoffrey Bauer & Anna Lam
Joan Berman
Mrs. Arthur Billings
John Blosser
Ms. Virginia Boehme
Richard Boyum & Louie Chua
Warren & Patricia Buckler
Fairbank & Lynne Carpenter
Mr. Henry Clark &
	 Mrs. Elizabeth Simon
Mr. Marvin R. Cohen
Dr. Frank F. Conlon
Ms. Cecilia Conrad
Dr. Peter & Beverly Ann Conroy
Ms. Patricia S. Crise
Robert C. Cronin
Pamela Crutchfield
Ms. Elaine Cue
Robert Curley
Barbara Flynn Currie
Mr. & Mrs. John DeWolf
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Diamond
Richard Ernst & Claudine Malik
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Erwin
Thomas & Jean Evans
The Ferguson-Yntema
	 Family Charitable Trust
Suja Finnerty
Anita D. Flournoy
Stephen & Rosamund Forrest
Ms. Irene M. Fox
Ronald Ganellen
Stephen & Elizabeth Geer
Mr. Robert Gienko, Jr.

Gaylord & William Gieseke
David L. Gitomer
Judy & Bill Goldberg
Gary A. Goodman & Teresa E. Berry
Gordon & Nancy Goodman
Mr. Andrew Gore
Greene Family Foundation
Donald Haavind
Dr. Mona J. Hagyard
Dr. James & Mrs. Susan Hannigan
Midge & Frank Heurich
Anne P. Hokin

Cynthia & Ron Holmberg
Mr. & Mrs. R. Thomas Howell, Jr.
Mr. Robert Hudson
Merle L. Jacob
Dr. Nora Jaskowiak &
	 Mr. Matthew Hinerfield
Mel & Mary Ann Jiganti
Mr. Adrian Johns
Mr. Peter Keehn
Stephen Kraft
Peter N. Lagges, Jr.
Dr. Zafra Lerman
Ms. Rhonda Marcucci
Bob & Doretta Marwin
Robert McMillan
Martina M. Mead &
	 Michael T. Gorey
Sheila & Harvey° Medvin
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory L. Melchor
Pamela G. Meyer
Ms. Tammy Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Craig R. Milkint
Robert & Lois Moeller
John A. Morrison
Mr. & Mrs. Karlos Moser
John S. Mrowiec &
	 Dr. Karen L. Granda
Lenz & Eva Neuhauser
Gayla & Ed Nieminen
Carol M. Nigro
Zehava L. Noah
Marjory M. Oliker
Jonathan F. Orser
Karen & Richard Pigott
Mary & Joseph Plauche
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Polenzani
Mr. & Mrs. Barry F. Preston

Dennis C. Regan
Edward & Leah Reicin
Evelyn Richer
Helen H. Roberts
Susan B. Rubnitz
Chatka & Anthony Ruggiero
Dr. Cynthia J. Sanders &
	 Mr. Otis Sanders
Les & Joanne Sandlow
Robert & Mary Ann Savard
Mr. Max Schanzenbach
Rita Schnell

Lyric is one of the crown jewels of 
Chicago. Having a world-class opera 
helps make us a world-class city and  
I enjoy being part of something that 
does that.
Eitan A.	

“
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Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schwartz Jr
Thomas & Judy Scorza
Ms. Eun S. Shim
Prof. Laurel O. Sillerud PhD
Jeffrey Sosnick & Albert A. Carucci
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Steenson
Pam & Russ Strobel
Arthur Susman & Carole Stone
Joanne Tremulis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael I. Vender
Todd & Cari Vieregg
Kathryn Voland-Mann &
	 Robert Mann
Donald R Wertz
Heide Wetzel
Ted & Peggy Wolff

ADVOCATE
$2,000 to $2,999
Anonymous Donors (11)
Karen & Herand Abcarian
Louise Abrahams
Mr. Floyd Abramson
Mr. & Mrs. William Adams IV
Elizabeth Adkins
Hector Ahumada
Mrs. Judy Allen
Ms. Mary C. Allen
Peri M. Altan
Evelyn Alter
Ms. Joanne B. Alter
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald F. Altman
Ms. Jane Ambler
Karen Anderson
Ms. Arlene Anschel

Alison Avery
Ms. & Mr. Rana and Albert Baladi
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Baldwin
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Banks
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Barkei
James & Martha Barrett
Sandra M. Bass
Priscilla & Anthony Beadell
Prudence & Francis Beidler
Dr. Leonard & Phyllis Berlin
Mr. & Mrs. Loren M. Berry III
Kyle & Marge Bevers
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Bible
Ms. Bernice Bigelow
Mrs. John R. Blair
Ann Blickensderfer
D. Jeffrey & Joan H. Blumenthal

Ms. Kate Boege
Mr. & Mrs. Thaddeus M. Bond, Sr.
Mrs. Fred Bosselman
Dr. & Mrs. Boone Brackett
Ms. Kathryn Y. Brown
Mr. Jack Buoscio
Daniel Burkhardt
William & Gina Carithers
Patrick V. Casali
James W. Chamberlain
Mr. Mark Champion
Margery & Robert Coen
Richard B. Cogswell
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Cole
Elaine Collina
James G. Condon
John & Kathy Cook
Mrs. D. S. Corbett
Carol Corey
Denver Lyric Opera Guild
Drs. Manuel & Lorna Doria
Mr. Randall Doubet-King
Bernard T. Dunkel
Kathy Dunn
Dr. Deirdre Dupre &
	 Dr. Robert Golub
Kimberly A. Eberlein
Mrs. Barbara Eckel
Hugh & Jackie Edfors
James W. Edmondson
Marci Eisenstein & John Treece
Mrs. Joanne Epcke
Dr. & Mrs. James O. Ertle
Jim & Elizabeth Fanuzzi
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Faulhaber

Mr. William R. Fenner
Prof. Carter V. Findley
Penny Friedman
Firestone Family Foundation
Marvin Fletcher
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Flint
Mr. Lance Fortnow
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy R. Fox
Arthur L. Frank, M.D.
Franklin Philanthropic Foundation
Mr. & Ms. Ivars Freimanis
Fred Freitag & Lynn Stegner
Dr. Lucy Freund
Don & Abby Funk
Patricia H. Gates
James K. Genden &
	 Alma Koppedraijer

Dedre Gentner
Nancy S. Gerrie
Dr. Paul B. Glickman
Allen & Evi Goldberg
Amy & Michael Gordon
Enid Goubeaux
Annemarie H. Gramm
Dr. Ruth Grant & Dr. Howard
	 Schwartz
Dr. & Mrs. Frank R. Greer
Patricia Grogan
Devora Grynspan & Sam Stupp
Ms. Diana Guarin
Suzanne & Christopher Hagen
Dr. & Mrs. Norm A. Hagman
Michael G. Hansen &
	 Nancy E. Randa
CAPT Martin Hanson USN (Ret)
Clay & Claire Hardon
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Hartigan
Daggett Harvey
Mrs. John S. Hayford
Ross & Andrea Heim
Stephen Heller
Mr. Richard C. Higginbotham
Dr. Daniel J. Hirsch &
	 Ms. Cynthia L. Drapac
Geoffrey & Linda Hirt
Ms. Elizabeth Hoffman
Jackie & James Holland
Stephen D. Holmes
Joel Horowitz
Humanist Fund
Ms. Laurie Imhof
Robert & Sandra Ireland
Ms. Cynthia J. Jameson
Regina Janes
Maryl R. Johnson, M.D.
Dr. Sara T. Junya, MD
Marianne E. Kalinke
Drs. Perry & Elena Kamel
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Keane
Douglas & Christine Kelner
Mary Klyasheff
Dr. & Mrs. Vincent Ko
Ms. Constance A. Kozikowski
Mr. George Krupp
Konrad K. Kuchenbach
Erica Kuhlmann
Dr. Axel Kunzmann &
	 Mr. Bruce J. Nelson
Dr. & Mrs. Ken N. Kuo
Markian Kuzycz
Patricia Kwok
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Larsen
Phillip Lehrman
Dr. Michael C. Leland
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Leopold
Barry Lesht & Kay Schichtel
Carolyn S. Levin
Dr. & Mrs. Edmund Lewis
Lawrence Lipking
Lloyd R. Loback
Knox & Gabrielle Long
Wayne R. Lueders
Mr. Donald Luzin
Edward Mack
Albert & Paula Madansky

Ms. Nancy Main
Karen E. Maki
Liz & Arsen Manugian
William Mason & Diana Davis
James Massie & Christine Winter
Edward Matz
Marilyn & Myron Maurer
Ann & Philip May
Mrs. John H. McDermott
John Paul McMahon
Maryjanet McNamara
Claretta Meier
M.G. Menchaca
Mr. Joseph Michalak
Mrs. Pamela E. Miles
David E. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Miller
Vee Minarich
Charles Moore
Diana Moore
Robert Moriarty
Corinne S. Morrissey
Linda K. & Dennis M. Myers
Mr. & Mrs. Eric G. Neilson
David J. & Dolores D. Nelson
Janis Wellin Notz &
	 John K. Notz, Jr.
Penny J. Obenshain
Timothy O’Hara
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Olson
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce L. Ottley
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Paddock
John & Dawn Palmer
Joan L. Pantisios
Bohdan Pauk & Donald Carnahan
Jennifer Pavelec
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Pearlman
Mr. Toby Perlman
Norman & Lorraine Perman
Nick Petros
Lyneta Grap Piela
Gail S. Prins & Alice S. Wisse
Mr. Duane C. Quaini
Dorothy V. Ramm
Ms. Susan Ranft
John Reppy
Ms. Enid Rieser
Maggie Rock & Rod Adams
Gary Ropski & Barbara Schleck
Louise M. Ryssmann
Mr. & Mrs. Frank R. Safford
Sharon Salveter & Stephan Meyer
Charlene Salzman
Ms. Judith A. Sandstrom &
	 Mr. Peter Kohn
Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. Sawyier
Mary T. Schafer
Mrs. Rosita M. Schloss
Barbara & Lewis Schneider
Arvin Scott
Jim & Joan Sears
Dr. Phyllis W. Shafron &
	 Mr. Ethan Lathan
David Sherman
Dr. & Mrs. Alfred L. Siegel
Larry & Marge Sondler
Linda Soreff Siegel
Dr. & Mrs. Eric M. Spratford

The magnificent fire curtain will rise 
yet again on the passionate singing, 
spectacular sets, and world-class 
orchestra of Lyric Opera of Chicago. 
Nancy C.

“
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Carol D. Stein & James Sterling
Robert Stillman
Robert Stoll
Ellen Stone Belic
Lynn Strauss
Mrs. Kim Strickland
Walter & Caroline Sueske
	 Charitable Trust
Geraldine L. Szymanski
Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Tatar
Wilmer Thomas
The Trillium Foundation
Dulcie L. Truitt
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Turner
Aris Urbanes & Bill Hulsker
Dr. Annabelle Volgman
Robert & Camille Von Dreele
Dr. Richard Warnecke
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin C. Warnke
Mr. Steve Weber
Caroline C. Wheeler
Charles A. Whitver
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence W. Wick
Mr. Lee Wille
Chip & Jean Wood
Mr. Richard Wren
Priscilla T. Yu
Michael & Judy Zeddies
Alison Zehr & Judith Coates
Sarah Zesmer, in memory of
	 David & Suzanne Zesmer

AFICIONADO
$1,000 to $1,999
Anonymous Donors (23)
Mr. & Mrs. Sherwin D. Abrams
Ann Acker
Duffie A. Adelson
Judith A. Akers
Carlos Alban
Ginny Alberts-Johnson &
	 Lance Johnson
Mr. Charles Alcaraz &
	 Dr. Liana Tremmel
Duncan Alexander & Kit Keane
Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Allie
Ms. Jill Althage
Sheila & James Amend
Mr. Donald R. Anderson
Mr. Marshall Anderson
Robert Anderson
Marion Anderson-Peat
Harold Andrews
Doris W. Angell
Dr. Michael Angell
Alona Anspach
Daniel J. Anzia
Vania Apkarian
Drs. Vijayalakshmi &
	 Bapu Arekapudi
Dr. Erin L. Arnold
Kathleen Arthur & Stephen Wood
Ms. Marybeth Austin
Shirley M. Ballak
Patrick & Mariterese Balthrop
Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Barack
John P. Baran
William & Marjorie Bardeen

Marilyn R. Barmash
Ms. Carol Barnett
Richard & Shirley Baron
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Barrett
Peter Barrett
Leslie Barron
Mr. Wilbert Bartelt
Barbara Barzansky
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Baum
Roger B. Beck & Ann F. Beck
Jacquie Berlin
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Berman
Carla F. Berry
Kathleen L. Betterman
Jerry & Kathy Biederman
Mr. H. Michael Biscan
Richard & Heather Black
Richard Blackwell &
	 Linda Christianson
Diane & Tom Blake
Elaine & Harold Blatt
David M. Block
Mr. & Mrs. Albert H. Bloom
E. M. Bluhm
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel L. Blumen
Andrey Bobko
Ms. Barbara Boies
Terence & Mary Jeanne Bolger
Robert and Anne Bolz
	 Charitable Trust
Dr. H. Constance Bonbrest
Marlene R. Boncosky
Donald F. Bouseman
Dr. Gilbert W. Bowen
Mr. Norman Boyer
Keith Boyle
Michael Bradie
Mrs. John J. Bransfield, Jr.
Mr. Christopher Brathwaite
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
Giovanna & Joseph Breu
Jean Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Brown
Stephen P. Brown &
	 Sameer Maheshwaro
Mrs. Carol Brusslan
Ms. Janice Buchanon
Carolyn S. Bucksbaum
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald P. Budzik
Howard & Moira Buhse
George J. Burrows
Barry Bursak
Marci Butler
Ms. Pamela A. Cabeen
Wiley & Jo Caldwell
Cathleen Cameron
Mr. Brian Campbell
Ms. Evalyn Campbell
William Cape
Joseph A. Caprini, M.D.
Stephen H. Carr & Virginia
McMillan Carr
Nancy Case
Mr. & Mrs. William Chalberg
Mr. Rowland W. Chang
Mrs. Beatrice Chapman
Marianna Choldin
Dr. Francoise Chor

Marcia Christian
Mr. Bradly D. Clark
Connie Clark
Mrs. Mary Ellen Cain
Ms. Nancy J. Clawson
Ms. Diane S. Cleary
Ms. Betty L. Cleeland
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Clemens
Ms. Marsha Clinard &
	 Mr. Charles Boast
Mitchell Cobey
Jean M. Cocozza
Matthew Coffey
Maryclaire Collins

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Corrigan
William Covington
Katherine Hutter Coyner
Judith Crampton
Dr. Mary J. Crooks
Czarkowski Family
Mr. Lawrence E. Dagenais
James & Marie Damion
Paula D’Angelo
Jason Dantico
Jayne Davis
Ms. Laura Davis
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Davison
Linda De Guzman
Ms. Lisa DeAngelis
Marietta Dean-Weston
Katherine G. Deibert
Patty Litton Delony
Ms. Sarah Demet
Rosanne Diamond
Mariclaire & Lowell Dixon
Mr. Robert A. Doepp
Mr. & Mrs. Ramsey B. Donnell
Mr. & Ms. Thomas Donnelley
Mr. Fred M. Donner
Dr. & Mrs. Peter E. Doris
John Drake
Tom Draski
Paul E. Drennan
Susan Duda
Mr. & Mrs. Elliott E. Dudnik
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Durkes
Mr. & Mrs. Frank A. Dusek
Mr. Paul Earle & Ms. Ellen Rudnick
Judith Eckberg
Esther Edber
David K. Edelberg M.D.
Dr. Robert Edger &
	 Dr. Gunnbjorg Lavoll
Mari Egan
Ms. Anne E. Egger
Mrs. Karen Ejzak
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Elden

Bob Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Ellis
Peter Emery
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Epner
Wolfgang & Edna Epstein
Ms. Suzanne Faber
Dr. Robert A. Fajardo
William & Shelley Farley
Dr. Elizabeth Feldman &
	 Mr. Henry A. Feldman, Jr.
Drs. Sandra Feriubach &
	 Eric Russell
Dr. & Mrs. Morris A. Fisher
James Fitzgerald

Ms. Karen E. Flanagan
Mr. John H. Flannigan
William A. Fleig
Robert Fles
Patrice Fletcher
Nona C. Flores
Edwin Fontaine
Ms. Ashley L. Ford
Mr. Lewis Fortner &
	 Ms. Cheryl E. Smith
Eloise C. Foster
Elizabeth Fowler
Stanley Fox
Dr. Jacek Franaszek &
	 Kathleen McQueeny
Jenene Francis
Dietrich Freigang
Robert H. Frenier PhD &
	 Patricia Ames
Penny & John Freund
Raymond A. Frick, Jr.
Priscilla & Henry Frisch
Samuel & Adriana Front
Ms. Phyllis Funkenbusch
Karl-Heinz & Kathleen Gabbey
John Anthony Gable & Zoe Quan
Deb Gaebler & Neal Spira
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Gaile
Mr. & Mrs. Dale J. Garber
Dorothy & John Gardner
Susan Garfield
Paul F. Gehl
Carolyn & Stephen Geldermann
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Gepson
Hugh & Doris Gilbert
Roberta & George J. Gilbert
Kik & S. I. Gilman
James Ginsburg
Gay L. Girolami
Mrs. Leslie T. Gitlin
Cai Glushak & Martin DiCrisci
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Golden
Dr. & Mrs. Marshall Goldin

Opera is joy and we are so fortunate to 
have Lyric to provide it!
Sherie S. 

“
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Lyric gives to me more than I give to it.  
I am grateful for that.
Raymond C.

“

Scott Gomez
Jerry Goodman
Ms. Ingrid Gould
Mr. & Mrs. Delmon Grapes
Tim & Joyce Greening
John R. Grimes
Ms. Wendy Griswold
Matthias Grosse Perdekamp
Mrs. Rita Grunwald
Miss Cheryl L. Haack
Jennifer Haar
Mary E. Hallman

Mr. Stephen Ham
Charles Hample & Frances Bly
Sue Hanson
Charles Hanusin
Ms. Barbara A. Harcourt
Steven Harris
Brandon Hayes
Sheila Ann Hegy
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Heidenry
Robert & Raynelle Heidrick
Ms. Angeline Heisler
Robert Heitsch
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence A. Herbst Jr
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Herzog
Dr. & Mrs. Charles W. High
Dr. & Mrs. Roger D. Hilbert
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Hillman
Meghan Hitomi
Mr. Joseph Hogan
Ms. Carol A. Holdridge
Mrs. Barbara Holland
Jim & Wanda Hollensteiner
Bernard H. & Edith A. Holst
George R. Honig, M.D. &
	 Olga Weiss
Deborah Hopkinson
Douglas & Lola Hotchkis
Dr. Wei Hsueh
Michael S. Huckman
Mr. Thomas Hudak
Gregg Huennekens
Mr. & Ms. Gary Huff
William & Sarah Hufford
David Hunt
Mr. Michael Hyman
Michael P. Imbrogno
Ms. Helena Jackson
Mr. Kirk D. Jaglinski
Judy Hughes Janowiak
Dr. & Mrs. Craig T. January
Norman Jeddeloh
Barbara Jensen-Schweighauser
Jerry & Judy Johansen
Mr. Vinson M. Johnson

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Johnston
Gwynne & Susan Johnston
Dr. Peter H. Jones &
Marian M. Pearcy
JS Charitable Trust
Dr. Dorthea Juul
Bette Kahn
Michael Kalata
Janet Kanter
Kerma & John Karoly
Terrence Kavanagh
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Kearney

Peter Kempfer
Anne & John Kern
Jeffrey R. Kerr
Hansi Kess
Mr. & Mrs. Algimantas Kezelis
Mr. & Mrs. Joe King
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. King
Gordon & Carolyn Kirk
Joel Kirkpatrick
Ms. Marian Klaus
Frank & Alice Kleinman
Diane F. Klotnia
Mrs. Carla Knickrehm
Emil J. & Marie D. Kochton
	 Foundation
John & Mary Kohlmeier
Edward & Adrienne Kolb
Ms. Helen Kondos
Mrs. Kirsten Krause
Michael Krco
John Krebs
Mr. & Mrs. Konstanty Krylow
Mr. Stephen Kuhr
John & Lynn LaBarbera
Laimonis & Kristina Laimins
Susan Laing
Gavin Lambie
Ms. Nancy Lamia
Elisabeth M. Landes
Frederic S. Lane
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Langrehr
Larry Lapidus
Mrs. Robert E. Largay
Jules M. Laser
Harold & Neysa Laughlin
Mr. Xavier Laurens
Dr. & Mrs. Eugene Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Young I. Lee
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Leff
Mr. & Mrs. Dean and Rebecca Leff
Milton & Tobi Lefton
Eileen Leiderman & Ben L. Brener
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Letarte
Mrs. Chase C. Levey

Mrs. Nancy Levi
Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Levin
Ms. Debbie Levitan
Dr. Judith Lichtenstein
Mr. James Liechty
Robert E. Lindgren
Al & Patricia Linnerud
Ms. Dorothy Liphardt
Caroline P. Lippert
Melvin R. Loeb
Abby & George Lombardi
Thomas & Susan Long
Matthias Lorenz
Sharon & Henry Lorsch
Brian Lott
Ann Lousin
Michael A. LoVallo Esq.
Ms. Lorna Luebbers
Ms. Debbie Lund
Lutz Family Foundation
Charlene & Gary MacDougal
Mrs. Diane L. Macewicz
Michael & Denise Mack
Ms. Kim Madden
B. Tracy Madison
Jeffrey & Paula Malak
Thomas Malcolm & James Wicks Jr
Mr. Stephen Mannasmith
Judy & Robert Marth
David J. Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Martin
Mr. Howard Masur
Rev. Charles Matz
Mr. Donald Maves
Miles Maxwell
Mrs. John May
Mr. Mark Mayszak
Dr. & Mrs. John E. Mazuski
Helen McArdle
Maureen & Michael McCabe
Mr. Patrick McCabe
James & Darlene McCampbell
Mr. John T. McCarthy
Joyce McCarthy
Ms. Michelle McCarthy
James McClain
William & Jeanine McCole
Martin McConnell
Ms. Rita McConville
Alison McCrary
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey S. McCreary
Dr. W. & Dr. M.J. McCulloch
Sherry McFall & Kenneth Porrello
Condon McGlothlen
Ms. Penny McGuire
Therissa McKelvey
Mr. & Mrs. Leland V. Meader
Mr. Robert Meeker
Ms. Julia Mellow
Mr. Walter B. Michaels
Mr. Adam Michalak
John Midkiff
Mr. Loren R. Miller III
Barry & Sharon Millman
Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Mills
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Minnig

Mr. & Mrs. David Mintzer
Lee & Barbara Mitchell
Mrs. Charlotte G. Mittler
William Mondi
Jeffrey A. Mono
Steven Montner & Scott Brown
Mark Moore
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Moore IV
Lloyd Morgan
Deborah A. Morrin
Steven W. Morris
Ms. Helen H. Morrison
Paula Morrow
Beverly Mortensen
Alice Moss
Ms. Kathleen Mueller
Zane & Phyllis Muhl
J. Thomas Mullen
Dr. John S. & Nan D. Munn
Ms. Jeanette Murphy
Sheila Murphy
Thomas F. Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Myers
Teri-Ellen Naccarato Rogers
Pamela Narins
Ned Nasr M.D.
Dr. Belverd Needles &
	 Dr. Marian Powers
Ms. Esther Nelson
Gilberto Neri Jr
Elaine T. Newquist
Robert Nichlson
Jeffrey Nichols
Nancy A. Nichols
Eleanor A. Nicholson
Mr. Steven Noll
Ms. Sandra Norlin
Patrick J. Nugent &
	 Mary Kay Rehard
Jim & Gladys Nutt
Dr. Dragic M. Obradovic
Ms. Ruth O’Brien
Gail O’Gorman
Abby O’Neil & Carroll Joynes
Mrs. Virginia A. O’Neill
Keith & Irmgard Olson
Ms. Alexandra Oprescu
Willemien Otten
Michael Pagano
Edmond Parker
Alap Patel
Ilene Patty & Thomas Terpstra
Bruce & Nancy Payne
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry K. Pearlman
Eugene & Geraldine Pergament
Bonnie V. Perry
Neal Persky
Rita Petretti
Mr. & Mrs. V. E. Petritis
Lorna & Ellard Pfaelzer
Shirley Pfenning &
	 Robert J. Wilczek
Ms. Constance Philipps
Theodore Pincus
Mr. & Mrs. William Pinsof
John J. W. Plampin
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Lyric is very grateful to the many of donors who give gifts of less than $1,000 to our operating campaign. 
Due to space limitations, we are unable to list the names of these donors, but their generosity is greatly appreciated.

The list above includes donors whose gifts or pledges where received by September 9, 2021.

° Deceased

Cheryl & Jimmy Podolny
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Pohl
Peter Polak
Blase & Anastasia Polite
Mr. Tim Pontarelli
Dr. & Mrs. Leonard Potempa
Dorothy M. Press
Justin Price
Wanda Pryba von Kashub
Matous Ptacek
Mr. David Quell
Mary Quinn
Mary Raffetto-Robins
Roberta Lyn Anderson Rains
Dr. Lincoln & Dr. Carolyn Ramirez
Dr. & Mrs. Don Randel
Dr. & Mrs. Pradeep Rattan
Mrs. Mary Read & Mr. Ross Read
Mr. Daniel Real
Miss Mary L. Reed
Roseanne Zank Rega
James T. & Karen C. Reid
Mr. Charles T. Rhodes
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen L. 
Rinkenberger
Amy J. Robbins, M.D.
Dr. Diana M. Robin
Dr. & Mrs. Jared Robins
Mrs. Mary Robins
Elizabeth Rochford
Gabriel & Beth Rodriguez
Dorothy Romberg
Mr. Samuel Rosenberg &
	 Dr. Karen Altay
Dr. & Mrs. Ricardo Rosenkranz
Babette Rosenthal
Drs. Ronald & Linda Rosenthal
Thomas & Barbara Rosenwein
Mrs. & Mr. Kay C. Rossiter
Ms. Joanna Rowe
Gordon Rowley
Mr. Dale Rudy
Joanne Ryan
Eugene W. Rzym
Dr. & Mrs. Hans Sachse
John Sagos
Stephen & Leatrice Sandler
Ms. Gretchen C. Sauer
George & Terry Rose Saunders
Patricia Schaefer
Anne McMillen Scheyer

Edgar Schiller
Nancy Schmitt
James Schorr
Lisa Schwarz
Ms. Marilyn L. Schweitzer
Mr. Pascal Schweitzer
Mr. Anthony M. Scott
Ms. Dorothy F. Scott
Mr. John Beldon Scott &
	 Ms. Katherine H. Tachau
Judy & John Scully
Linda Seibert
Valentine & Blagovesta Seng
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. L. Senior
Susan Serbinski
John & Floria Serpico
Mr. F. Sheppard Shanley
Jay & Robin Shannon
David Shapiro
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Shapiro
The Sharing of Blessings
	 Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Shea
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Shea
Kate Sheehan
Christine Sheremeta
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Shields
Jessie Shih
Ms. Shannon Shin
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Shoenberger
Ellen & Richard Shubart
Cody Shulman
Irene Siegel
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth I. Siegel
Nancy Silberman
Joanne Silver
Mr. & Mrs. Frank M. Sims
Margles Singleton
DeAnne Slater
Sharon Sloan
Barbara Smith &
	 Timothy Burroughs
Louise K. Smith
Mr. Reeves E. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. David Snyder
Ms. Linda Snyder
Ms. Ronnie Jo Sokol
The Sondheimer Family
	 Charitable Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Hugo Sonnenschein
David Spector

Spertus Family Fund
Linda Spring
Michael Sprinker
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Squires
Helena Stancikas
Mary Stefani
Joyce L. Steffel
Dusan Stefoski & Craig Savage
Robert & Sandra Stein
Scott G. & Beth F.J. Stephenson
Mr. & Mrs. Mark J. Stern
Ms. Wilma T. Stevens
Jacob Stoll
Michael Stieber & Nancy Hart
Mrs. Marjorie M. Stinespring
Ms. Lauren Stokes
James H. Stone
Mr. Lawrence Stone
Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Straus
Mary W. Sullivan &
	 Coleman S. Kendall
Ms. Rita Sussman
Sharon Szadowski
Anne Taft
James Talano
Ms. Claudine Tambuatco
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Tarcov
Oscar Tatosian, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Terrence Taylor
Susan C. Taylor
Josephine Terlato
Cheryl L. Thaxton
Linda & Ronald Thisted
Andrew J. Thomas, M.D.
Tom Thorelli
Ann Thornton
Thomas B. Thuerer
Christine & Andrew Timcheck
Betsy Timm Newton &
	 Harold Newton
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Tittle
Diane Tkach & James Freundt
Eugene & Sylvia Tkalitch
F. Joseph Tomecek
Mr. & Ms. Kok-Chi Tsim
Mr. James W. Tucker
Erika Turckes & Janet Voss
Mr. & Mrs. R. P. Turcotte
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Tyner
Mr. & Mrs. Tal Tzur
Mr. Peter Vale

Dr. & Mrs. Jay Van Cura
Marlene A. Van Skike
Lorrie & Dave VanderArk
Dr. Eladio A. Vargas
A & T Vavasis Philanthropic Fund
Mr. & Ms. Francois Velde
Henrietta Vepstas
John N. Vinci
Ms. Lidia B. Vitello
Mrs. Barbara Vlack
Michal C. Wadsworth
Suzanne L. Wagner
Ms. Lucinda Wakeman
Douglas & Priscilla Walter
Jim & Chris Walters
Stephen & Karen Walton
Prof. Julie Ward & Mr. Ezio Vailati
Elizabeth K. Ware
Benjamin Wasmuth
Mr. David L. Weber &
	 Ms. Trudy Karlson
Richard & Karen Weiland
Mr. & Mrs. Melville W. Wendell
Manfred Wendt
Bill & Mary Wenzel
Dr. & Mrs. Dennis K. Wentz
Dr. & Mrs. Robert D. Wertz
Patricia & William Wheeler
Mr. & Mrs. Brian J. White
David P. Whitman &
	 Donna L. Reynolds
Rich & Kathy Wilders
Mr. Chad Williams &
	 Ms. Amy Williams
Mr. Bernie Wilson
James L. Wilson & Pamela D. Toler
Modena Wilson
Jolene M. Wise Silverman
Ms. Marylou Witz
Charles B. Wolf
Ms. Pamela Wolfe
Mr. Hak Wong
Nanajan Yakoub
Susan & Larry Yellen
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Yowell
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak &
	 James C. Kemmerer
Donna & Phillip Zarcone
Marianne & Ted Zelewsky
Mr. Kenneth Ziebarth
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IN MEMORY OF
Dr. Whitney Addington, from his 

many friends and family
Christopher Ainsley, from  

Cody Shulman
Jim Bay, from Liz Stiffel,  

Mrs. James N. Bay, Sylvlia Neil 
and Daniel Fischel

Mehroo Bhote & Maureen 
Glassberg, from Enio and Maria 
Rigolin and Evelyn Alter

John R. Blair, from Barbara Blair
Florence Corey Boone,  

from Marcia and Kenneth Dam
Terry Burgeson,  

from Ellen Burgeson
Inge de la Camp,  

from Stephanie Wood
Madeline J. Demet,  

from Sarah Demet
Charles VanNess DeWitt Jr, from his 

many friends and family
Lois Dunn, from Kathleen Dunn
Lyn Corbett Fitzgerald, from her 

many friends and family
Jack Forsythe,  

from Theresa Forsythe
John G. and Mary S. Gatsis,  

from Karen Anderson
Tom Hill, from Helen Hill
Rowena Kelley, from Clay and  

Claire Hardon
Audrey Klotnia, from Miller 

Shakmen Levine & Feldman
Walter C. & Edith V. Kozak,  

from David Kozak

Ardis Kranik, from Allen and Evi 
Goldberg and Elizabeth Walsh

Velta Liepins, from Raita Vilnins
Sister Candida Lund, from 

Wolfgang and Edna Epstein
James W. Mabie, from John Pepe 

and Roberta and Robert Washlow
Kathleen & Joseph Madden,  

from Anonymous
Florence Dalrymple McMillan,  

from her many friends and family 
Hugo Melvoin, from Lois Melvoin
Garnet Morrison, from the Estate  

of Susan Garland
Robert Nicholson,  

from James Liecht
Peer & Sarah Pedersen, from James 

and Elizabeth Bramsen
Bella Perlman, from her many 

friends and family
Kenneth Pigott, from Mariclaire  

and Lowell Dixon
Nancy L. Pines, from her many 

friends and family
Howard Preis, from Barbara Ruben
Donald H. Ratner,  

from Bruce Gober
Joan L. Richards, from Craig Sirles
Deborah Sobol,  

from Rowland Chang
Richard Taft, from Anne Taft
Virginia C. Vale, from Murray and 

Virginia Vale Foundation 
Edward & Constance Wachs,  

from Marcia & Kenneth Dam

Nancy Wald,  
from The Humanist Fund

Dr. Alice S. Wisse, from Gail Prins
Edward T Zasadil,  

from Larry Simpson
David & Suzanne Zesmer,  

from Sarah Zesmer

IN HONOR OF
Julie & Roger Baskes, from Michael 

and Margo Oberman, Peter 
Wender

Marion Cameron & Doug Gray, 
from their many friends and 
family

Stephen W. R. Dunbar,  
from Thomas and Diane Cleary 

Regan Friedmann,  
from Kay and Craig Tuber

Ruth Ann Gillis, from Liz Stiffel
Karen Gray-Krehbiel,  

from Mrs. James N. Bay, Trisha 
Rooney, James & Virginia Bobins

Sophia Howard, from S Hoxie
Caroline T. Huebner,  

from Briand & Margaret White, 
Don and Abby Fund, Liz Stiffel, 
Mrs. James N. Bay

Patricia Kenney & Greg O’Leary, 
from Ann Blickensderfer

Margot & Josef Lakonishok, from 
Arsen and Elizabeth Manugian

Jula Mellow, from Jonathon Mellow
Mimi Mitchell, from Marie Campbell, 

The Sue and Melvin Gray 
Foundation

Frank & Lynne Modruson, from 
Anders and Donna Gustafsson

Sylvia Neil,  
from Marica and Kenneth Dam

Sue Niemi,  
from the BCLLP Foundation

Dan Novak, from Richard Shepro 
and Lindsay Roberts,  
Allen and Evi Goldberg

Funmi Olopade & Anthony Freud, 
from John S. & James L. Knight 
Foundation

Jane DiRenzo Pigott,  
from Burton and Sheli Rosenberg

Jonathan Siner,  
from Edward and Barbara Mills

Liz Stiffel, from Ruth Ann Gillis & 
Michael McGinnis and  
Mrs. James N. Bay

Donna Van Eekeren, from Beth 
Bronner and Alan Singer

Ann Wagener,  
from Robert and Mary Savard

Richard & Vanya Wang,  
from Eric Vaang

Marilee Wehman, from Liz Stiffel
Mrs. Joan Weiss,  

from The Donnelley Foundation
Women’s Board members’ 

birthdays, from Charles and 
Caroline Huebner

Listings include donors whose gifts 
or pledges were received by  
September 9, 2021.

Gifts of $1,000 and above contributed in the name of a friend,  
loved one, or colleague are a unique expression of thoughtfulness.

Commemorative gifts



Lyric Opera of Chicago  |  69

SOPRANOS
Keri Alkema 
Michelle Bradley 
Teresa Castillo
Lila Dufy
Jacqueline Echols
Mathilda Edge
Ying Fang 
Alexandra Loutsion
Maria Novella Malfatti
Ana María Martínez 
Latonia Moore 
Whitney Morrison
Ailyn Pérez 
Sondra Radvanovsky
Liv Redpath
Gabriella Reyes 
Brittany Renée Robinson 
Ann Toomey
Talise Trevigne 
Denis Vélez  
Boya Wei 

MEZZO-SOPRANOS
Katherine Beck
Katherine DeYoung
Kathleen Felty 
Deborah Nansteel 
Stephanie Sanchez
Taylor Raven
Annie Rosen 

TENORS
Charles Castronovo
Mario Chang
Dominick Chenes
Martin Luther Clark 
Joshua Guerrero
Lunga Eric Hallam 
Dylan Morrongiello

Miles Mykkanen
Chauncey Packer
Pavel Petrov 
Huw Montague Rendall 
Mario Rojas 
Rodell Rosel
Brenton Ryan
Russell Thomas
Matthew Vickers

BARITONES
Justin Austin 
Leroy Davis
Norman Garrett
Levi Hernandez
Joshua Hopkins 
Christopher Kenney 
Steven LaBrie
Will Liverman
Zachary Nelson
Edward Parks 
Daniel Scofield
Reginald Smith, Jr.
Fabián Veloz
Ethan Vincent
Grant Youngblood

BASS-BARITONES
Craig Colclough 
Calvin Griffin 
Alan Higgs
Kyle Ketelsen
Christian Van Horn

BASSES
Raymond Aceto
Andrew Harris
Rivers Hawkins
Tareq Nazmi
Anthony Reed

CONDUCTORS
Daniela Candillari 
Sir Andrew Davis 
Jordan de Souza 
Karen Kamensek
Eun Sun Kim 
Enrique Mazzola

DIRECTORS
Suzanne Andrade
Camille A. Brown 
James Darrah
Barrie Kosky
David McVicar
Louisa Muller
Tobias Ribitzki 
James Robinson
Daniel Slater 
Francesca Zambello 

ASSOCIATE  
DIRECTOR
Leah Hausman

CHORUS MASTER
Michael Black

CHILDREN’S CHORUS 
MASTER
Josephine Lee

CHOREOGRAPHERS 
AND MOVEMENT 
DIRECTORS
Camille A. Brown
Tim Claydon
Eric Sean Fogel
Andrew George 
Rickey Tripp 
August Tye

BALLET MISTRESS
August Tye

FIGHT 
CHOREOGRAPHER
Nick Sandys

Artistic roster

The American Guild of Musical 
Artists, AFL-CIO (AGMA), is the union 
that represents the singers, dancers, 
actors, and staging personnel at 
Lyric Opera of Chicago.
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LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO
Anthony Freud, OBE,
General Director, President  

& CEO, The Women’s Board 
Endowed Chair

Enrique Mazzola, Music Director 
John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols 
Endowed Chair

Renée Fleming, Special Projects 
Advisor

Drew Landmesser, Deputy 
General Director and Chief 
Operating Officer 

Elizabeth Hurley, 
Chief Advancement Officer

Roberta Lane, Chief Financial and 
Administrative Officer

Robert Goodwin, Vice President, 
Lyric Unlimited - Learning & 
Creative Engagment

Ursulla McWhorter,  
Vice President, People & Culture

Andreas Melinat, 
Vice President, Artistic Planning

Vincente F. Milianti,  
Vice President, FInance

Dan Novak, Vice President and 
Director, Ryan Opera Center 
The Ryan Opera Center Board 
Endowed Chair

Will Raj, Vice President, 
Information Technology

Kate Sheehan, Vice President  
for Principal Gifts

Michael Smallwood,  
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WHAT IS YOUR ROLE AT LYRIC?
I am Vice President of Lyric Unlimited - Learning and  
Creative Engagement. 

WHAT LED YOU TO WORK AT LYRIC?
I was leading an engagement-related department at a west-
coast theatre festival; we were doing really innovative work 
exploring the intersection of 360-degree filmmaking, theatre, 
and location-based experiences along with digital, virtual, and 
community-centered artistic exploration. The pandemic hit, and 
I was responsible for downsizing my department; it was one of 
the hardest things I’ve ever done. Ultimately, I also was released 
as part of a departmental shuttering. As it’s said, when one 
door closes, another opens. A friend and colleague knew of this 
opportunity at Lyric, told me about it, and forwarded my name 
to the search firm. The rest is history. This time of pandemic 
and cultural challenge has especially prompted us to watch out 
for each other and consider how we define form, art, access . . . 
everything. Working in the arts involves examining the arts and 
how it defines and presents itself. As an arts practitioner who has 
spent a significant time exploring and advocating for this kind of 
consideration, it’s pretty wild and beautiful to see. I would have 
hoped this kind of change would have been prompted by less 
devastating events, but we will definitely look back at this moment 
from a personal, artistic, and organizational point of view and say, 
“Wow, what a moment that prompted change.” I know I will. 

WHAT’S A TYPICAL DAY LIKE FOR YOU, AS YOU BEGIN 
MAKING PLANS FOR THE LEARNING AND CREATIVE 
ENGAGEMENT DIVISION?
I don’t know if I have a “typical” day. Every day has been different 
and filled with interesting explorations and challenges. I start 
every day by asking questions, listening, and observing in order 
to analyze and receive information to inform the visioning process 
of Lyric Unlimited. There is a part of that daily work that is 
individualized, but a large portion of it has involved convening  
with staff to evaluate the current program portfolio. This has been 
really great because it allows me to get to know folks; be a part 
of a vital information-gathering and sharing process; and learn 
important organizational details, such as how to avoid getting lost 
coming from the opera house back to my office. 

YOU’RE EARLY IN YOUR TENURE AT LYRIC. WHAT’S 
THE MOST CHALLENGING ASPECT OF YOUR JOB 
RIGHT NOW?
Our stated intention with Lyric Unlimited is to bring the 
department from its adolescence into young adulthood. The fiscal, 
programmatic, and collaborative work required to support that 
intention is challenging at any point. Plus, we are undertaking  
this process during a global pandemic, in which all the pieces 
seem to be moving in very different ways. So, suffice it to say,  
I am constantly thinking and planning dynamically. It definitely 
keeps the work engaging! 

WHAT’S SOMETHING ABOUT YOUR JOB AND  
THE NATURE OF ENGAGEMENT-RELATED WORK  
IN GENERAL THAT PEOPLE MIGHT NOT KNOW?
Most people don’t know that, at their best, engagement 
departments are concentrated production spaces. On both sides 
of the work—education and engagement—you come up with an 
idea, find out how to create the content, and then produce the 
work across disciplines. It’s why in most performing arts spaces, 
engagement staff are some of the most multi-disciplinary and 
multi-talented professionals that you’ll come across. They create, 
produce, and operate content across modalities that range from  
a lecture-demonstration to a short-form performance across 
myriad art forms, as well as all kinds of exploration and 
innovation in between.

ANY FAVORITE LYRIC MOMENTS TO SHARE  
SO FAR?
Hearing a Macbeth rehearsal from the mezzanine. The purity, 
clarity, and power of the sound was stirring.

BEYOND OPERA, WHAT ARE YOUR OTHER 
PASSIONS?
Creating content across different platforms, a good opening night 
across any art form, and Harley-Davidson motorcycles.  

People of Lyric Rob Goodwin - Vice President, Lyric Unlimited - 
Learning & Creative Engagement




