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On the cover
The working title of Fiddler on the Roof remained Tevye deep into the creation of 
the musical. Indeed, the milkman was the main character in the Sholem Aleichem 
stories that provided the work’s source material. “But when it came time to start 
publicizing the show,” says Alisa Solomon, a Columbia University journalism 
professor and author of Wonder of Wonders: A Cultural History of Fiddler on the 
Roof, “they didn’t have a title.” Seeking inspiration for the show’s look—and for a 
winning name—Jerry Bock, Sheldon Harnick, and Joseph Stein, the main creators, 
had been “talking about Chagall a lot, and had a long list of possibilities,” but it 
seems to have been the original production’s director and choreographer, Jerome 
Robbins, who steered the group toward the final moniker. Robbins even asked the 
Russian-born painter to provide set design for the show. Chagall was not interested, 
and the job went to his associate Boris Aronson, whose original curtain paintings 
bear strong resemblance to Chagall’s style. It seems certain that the musical’s 
creative team would have known Green Violinist, a treasure of the Guggenheim’s 
collection, though it is just one of numerous works that not only reference Chagall’s 
homeland, but include images of violinists. Was this exact painting the title’s true 
origin? “No one knows,” Solomon says. “And new productions have very different 
aesthetics. But Chagall was definitely hovering over the original.”

Green Violinist, 1923-24
Oil on canvas, 77 3/4 x 42 3/4 in.
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York 
(Gifted to the Solomon R. Guggenheim Founding Collection)
© 2022 Artists Rights Society (ARS), New York / ADAGP, Paris

TWO GREAT WAYS TO GET INVOLVED WITH LYRIC

Take a study break with $20 tickets,
plus exclusive events and more.
lyricopera.org/next

Meet dynamic opera lovers under 45 and 
access $35 tickets and exclusive events.
lyricopera.org/LYP

PHOTOS: KYLE FLUBACKER

NEXT
For college students

Lyric Young
Professionals



At Lyric, you’ll be amazed, replenished, 
and inspired with must-see, must-hear live 
experiences. Through the timeless power of 
voice, acting that brings characters to life in 
triumph and tragedy, the splendor of a great 
orchestra and chorus—coupled with theater, 
dance, design, and truly magical stagecraft—
Lyric is devoted to immersing audiences 
in worlds both familiar and unexpected, 
creating shared experiences that resonate 
long after the curtain comes down.
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Anthony Freud  
General Director,  
President & CEO  

Enrique Mazzola  
Music Director 

Welcome 
to your Lyric



Lyric Opera of Chicago  |  10

Dear Lyric Family,
 
Welcome to the opera house to celebrate and enjoy a piece that has been part of many of our 
lives for as long as we can remember: Fiddler on the Roof. This wonderful work, with its focus on 
tradition, family, community, prejudice, persecution, and enforced exile tells a story which is both 
specific and completely universal. It is both timeless and highly topical.

Barrie Kosky’s magnificent and highly-acclaimed production was conceived for a full-scale opera 
company and had its premiere at the Komische Oper Berlin in 2017, performed in German. Lyric is 
proud to be presenting its North American and English language premiere. For Barrie, Fiddler on 
the Roof is an intensely personal work, his family having emigrated to Australia from a shtetl very 
like Anatevka. His identification with the characters and community of Anatevka is palpable. 

Kosky brings this very familiar piece to life in a way that confounds its familiarity. It offers us 
everything we expect from a performance of Fiddler on the Roof, but it also takes us by surprise 
through portraying the characters, their relationships, and their community with a powerful 
freshness and vividness. Kosky hopes we will laugh and cry, and he wants us to experience his 
production as if we are “seeing an old friend, who is speaking the truth.” 

We are delighted that you are joining us for Fiddler on the Roof, a work that is both grand in scale 
and incredibly intimate in its power to move and transform. As with so many of the shows that we 
produce, from Hansel and Gretel to West Side Story, we hope this performance will remind you of 
the incredible resilience of the human spirit and just how relevant this work remains to all of us.

L’chaim! To Life!

From the Chair  
and the General Director

SYLVIA NEIL
Chair

ANTHONY FREUD OBE
President, General Director & CEO
The Women’s Board Endowed Chair T
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Glenn Beck was welling up as he neared the conclusion 
of his Restoring Courage rally in Jerusalem in August 
2011. The conservative, conspiracy-mongering talk show 
host choked back tears as he bade his audience farewell. 
As he left the stage, exit music swelled: “Sabbath Prayer” 
from Fiddler on the Roof.

A few weeks later, Occupy Judaism was planning an 
outdoor radical Yom Kippur service as an extension of the 
demonstrations taking place in Lower Manhattan that fall. 
To get the word out, one of the organizers made a poster 
that adapted one of the Occupy Wall Street logos. He took 
the original image—a ballerina balancing on the back of the 
bronze Charging Bull statue that lurches in a park in New 
York’s financial district—and Photoshopped the dancer 
out. In her place, he substituted the silhouette of a tottering 
violinist: another invocation of Fiddler on the Roof.

There could hardly be more clashing sensibilities than those 
of Glenn Beck and Occupy activists—Beck condemned the 
movement as “worse than Robespierre”—yet both staked a 
claim to the Broadway musical about the affable dairyman 
Tevye and his three marriageable daughters living in the 
Jewish Pale of Settlement in 1905. Beck’s use of the song 
from the show was naive and even kitschy, while Occupy’s 
appropriation of the image winked with postmodern irony, 
but both operated from the assumption that Fiddler bears 
talismanic power to endow an event or object with a warm 
glow of Jewish authenticity.

The show—created by Jerry Bock (music), Sheldon 
Harnick (lyrics), Joseph Stein (book), and Jerome Robbins 
(direction and choreography)—was an instant blockbuster 
success when it opened in 1964, smashing all box office 
records in its day. The initial production played 3,242 

Introduction:
A Little Bit of This, A Little Bit of That

The creative team behind Fiddler on the Roof, from left: Sheldon Harnick, Joe Stein, Jerry Bock (at piano), and Jerome Robbins.
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By Alisa Solomon

Wonder of Wonders
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performances—the longest-running show on Broadway 
for years. It won Tony Awards in nine categories in 1965. 
National Public Radio featured Fiddler as one of the “100 
most important American musical works of the 20th 
century.” The American Film Institute named Norman 
Jewison’s movie version among the “100 most inspiring 
films of all time.” There have been four Broadway 
revivals, countless national tours, and probably more local 
productions than the licensing agency can count—more 
than it even knows about. Some two hundred schools 
across the country put it on each year. The show has 
survived censorious dictators, bad productions, and 
highbrow scolds.

As the first work of American 
popular culture to recall life in 
a shtetl—the Eastern European 
market towns with large Jewish 
populations—Fiddler felt tender, 
elegiac, even holy. It arrived just 
ahead of (and helped to instigate) 
the American roots movement. It 
was added to multicultural curricula 
and studied by students across the 
country in Jewish history units, as if 
Fiddler were an artifact unearthed 
from a destroyed world rather than 
a big-story musical assembled by 
showbiz professionals.

Beyond its continuing vibrant 
life in the theater, Fiddler, like no 
other musical before or since, 
has seeped into the culture more 
widely, functioning in sometimes 
contradictory ways—which 
makes sense, since the show’s 
essential gesture is dialectical: it 
looks backward and forward, favors both community 
and individual needs, honors the particular and the 
universal, struggles between stasis and change, bewails 
and celebrates. Tevye seems to be constantly caught in 
these opposing forces and, before our eyes, weighs the 
arguments of every dilemma—on the one hand, on the 
other hand . . .

Fiddler has served as a Jewish signifier: “Now, I know 
I haven’t been the best Jew,” Homer tells a rabbi from 
whom he is trying to borrow money in an episode of  
The Simpsons, “but I have rented Fiddler on the Roof and 
I intend to watch it.” And Tevye or the Fiddler can often 

be found sharing a rooftop with Santa Claus on interfaith 
winter holiday cards.

The show has operated as a barometer of Jewish political 
status: In 1974, Augusto Pinochet banned Fiddler in 
Chile as a “Marxist inspired” work containing “disruptive 
elements harmful to the nation.” Thirty-five years later, in 
2009 in Venezuela, Hugo Chavez defunded the orchestra 
for a theater presenting Fiddler because it wasn’t Marxist 
enough. Fiddler has been a powerful intertextual work, 
commenting from within in Joseph Cedar’s movie Footnote 
(a family torn by generational conflict goes to see a 
performance), David Bezmozgis’s novel The Free World (a 

Soviet émigré family with a Stalinist 
patriarch sees the movie while stuck 
in Rome, waiting for visas), and Nadia 
Kalman’s novel The Cosmopolitans 
(Fiddler as a structuring device), to 
name just a few cases.

Fiddler has become ritual: kids 
at summer camps sing “Sabbath 
Prayer” on Friday evening as they 
light candles in place of the Hebrew 
blessing, and for decades weddings 
didn’t feel complete without a 
rendition of “Sunrise, Sunset.”

And more. The show is a global 
touchstone for an astonishing 
range of concerns: Jewish identity, 
American immigrant narratives, 
generational conflict, communal 
cohesion, ethnic authenticity, 
and interracial bridge building, 
among them. It also solidified the 
origin story of American Jews as 
flight from persecution in Eastern 

European shtetls—never mind the actual origins of those 
from urban centers or from Sephardic and Middle  
Eastern backgrounds.

How could a commercial entertainment do all this? The 
answer lies in large part in where Fiddler came from and 
how it was made. My book sets out to tell that tale: to look 
at what prepared the way for the musical historically, 
culturally, and aesthetically, how it turned into a show 
with such abiding power, and where it has been a catalyst 
for cultural shifts. It is a story about ethnic assertion and 
cultural adaptation and about the exigencies and outsize 
personalities of showbiz. Tracing the surprising, enduring, 

Sholem-Aleichem
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shape-shifting utility of the beloved musical, Wonder of 
Wonders explores how a work of popular culture can glow 
with a radiant afterlife, illuminating for different audiences 
the pressing issues of their times.

Specifically, it is a story about theater, the making of it and 
the meanings that come from the messy and marvelous 
collaborations that are its essence—interactions among 
artists, between artists and audiences, between a show 
and the world.

The story begins at the source: Sholem-Aleichem, the 
great Yiddish writer who created Tevye in a short story  
in 1894 and, over the next two decades, occasionally put  
a new chapter about his tragicomic hero into the world. 
Best beloved as a story writer, Sholem-Aleichem also 
created novels and plays and he was eager to break into 
New York’s Yiddish theater scene.

His first major foray into the theater, with his first full-length 
play, was a smash. Called Tsezeyt un tseshpreyt (Scattered 
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Maria Karnilova, Bea Arthur, and Zero Mostel at a recording 

session for the legendary original cast album.
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Excerpted from 
WONDER OF WONDERS: A CULTURAL 
HISTORY OF FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
by Alisa Solomon. 

Copyright © 2013 by Alisa Solomon. 
Reprinted by permission of Metropolitan Books, 
a division of Henry Holt and Company. 
All Rights Reserved.

and Dispersed), the play, which dealt with intergenerational 
conflict, triumphed at the Elysium Theater in Warsaw in the 
spring of 1905. It was performed in Polish (because of the 
Russian Empire’s standing, if erratically enforced, ban on 
performances in Yiddish) and the house was packed. At the 
urging and expense of the producer and translator, Mark 
Arenshteyn, Sholem-Aleichem traveled from his home in 
Kiev to Warsaw to see for himself.

“What shall I write you about yesterday’s triumph?” 
Sholem-Aleichem asked his daughter in a letter the day 
after he saw the show. In ecstatic detail, he described how 
the audience “literally covered me with flowers” after 
the first act and how after every act that followed they 
called him to the stage repeatedly. In the fourth act, he 
reported, “the public simply went crazy, applauding every 
phrase that had any connection to the play’s theme. At the 
end, hats started flying in the air and some kind of wild, 
elemental force tried to gobble me up. For a moment  
I thought the theater might cave in.”

He wondered, with a little false modesty, as to the cause: Was 
it the popularity of the folk writer, the Jewish public’s yearning 
for a Yiddish theater, or simply the mob’s lack of restraint? In 
any case, Sholem-Aleichem evaded the “thousand-headed 
mass that awaited its prey” at the theater’s exit only because 
a police officer hid him away in a locked loge for half an hour 
and then slipped him out a back door. “My God! What would 
happen if it were possible to play in Yiddish?”

With more prescience than he could have guessed, 
Sholem-Aleichem concluded, “My fate and your future  
(I mean that of my successors) are tightly bound up with 
the Jewish theater. Write it down in your calendar.”

She would have done well to mark a date more than half 
a century later that would not only forever tie Sholem-
Aleichem’s fate to the theater but also shape the future  
of remembered Jewish history: September 22, 1964,  
the opening night of Fiddler on the Roof.   



Fiddler on the Roof 
(Komische Oper Berlin)

One of the world’s leading opera directors, Barrie 
Kosky is celebrated from Vienna to Paris and from 
Bayreuth to London, where his new Ring cycle will 
take the stage at the Royal Opera starting next year. 
When his production of Fiddler on the Roof premiered 
at Komische Oper Berlin in 2017, international critics 
heralded the arrival of a completely original and 
unique experience created from this revered, Tony 
Award-winning masterpiece. Experience a Fiddler 
like no other, with the full power of the Lyric Opera 
Orchestra and a production that is both grand in scale 
and intimate in its power to bring you directly to the 
heart of the village of Anatevka. Join us as Tevye, his 
wife Golde, and their five daughters experience the 
real joys and sorrows that have made this meaningful 
work an enduring part of our culture.
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Fiddler on the Roof 
(Komische Oper Berlin)

Fiddler on 
the Roof
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Fiddler on the Roof
Lyric Premiere | Sung in English

Based on Sholem Aleichem stories by special permission of Arnold Perl

Book by Joseph Stein | Music by Jerry Bock | Lyrics by Sheldon Harnick
Original New York Stage Production Directed and Choreographed by Jerome Robbins

CAST OF CHARACTERS
Tevye, a milkman   Steven Skybell+ 

Golde, his wife Debbie Gravitte+

Tzeitel Lauren Marcus+

Hodel Austen Danielle Bohmer+

Chava             his daughters Maya Jacobson+

Shprintze  Liliana Renteria+

Bielke Omi Lichtenstein+

Yente, a matchmaker   Joy Hermalyn+ 

Motel, a tailor Drew Redington+

Perchik, a student Adam Kaplan+

Lazar Wolf, a butcher David Benoit+

Mordcha, an innkeeper  Steven Strafford+

Rabbi  Bill McGough
Mendel, the Rabbi’s son Jackson Evans
Avram, a bookseller   Tommy Novak+ 

Grandma Tzeitel & Fruma  
Sarah, Lazar Wolf’s first wife  Melody Betts+

Nachum, a beggar Ed Kross+

Constable William Brown+

Fyedka, a young Russian Michael Nigro+

Shaindel, Motel’s mother  Corinne Wallace-Crane
The Fiddler   Drake Wunderlich

Conductor Kimberly Grigsby+

Director Barrie Kosky
Set Designer Rufus Didwiszus+

Costume Designer Klaus Bruns+

Original Lighting Designer Diego Leetz+

Revival Lighting Designer Marco Philipp+

Sound Designer Peter Wiejaczka 
Chorus Master Michael Black
Original Choreographer Otto Pichler+

Revival Choreographer Silvano Marraffa+

Ballet Mistress August Tye
Wigmaster and Sarah Hatten 
 Makeup Designer
Associate Director Esteban Muñoz+ 
Assistant Director Jordan Lee Braun
Stage Manager Rachel A. Tobias
Stage Band Conductor Brett Rowe
Musical Preparation William C. Billingham
  Noah Lindquist
  Brett Rowe
  Madeline Slettedahl••

Ballet Accompanist Greg Smith
Sound Mixing Engineer Stephanie Farina

First performed by Imperial Theatre, New York, New York 
on September 22, 1964. 
First performed by Lyric Opera of Chicago on September 17, 2022.

+ Lyric debut
••Alumna, The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center

}

Dancers
Carl Ponce Cubero+, Shane Dickson+, Derek Ege+, Michael Fernandez+, Marcus Hardy, 

Christopher Kelley+, Drew Lewis+, Michael Francis McBride, Alex Meeth+, Tyler Okunski+,
Oz Shoshan+, Mateus Sobral Barbosa da Silva+, James Monroe Števko

Actors
Noah Appel+, Harry Belden, Clint Campbell+, Jack DeCesare, Emerson Elias, David Gonzalez, Bill Gordon+, 

Austin Ryan Hunt+, Richard Manera, Kurt Merrill, Kirk Osgood, Beatrice Valenzuela+, David von Ehrlicher

A production by Komische Oper Berlin.
Produced on the New York Stage by Harold Prince.
Fiddler on the Roof is presented through special arrangements 
with Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance 
materials are also supplied by MTI. mtishows.com. 
The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production 
is strictly prohibited.
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Additional support is provided by Lyric 
Opera of Chicago’s Production Circle.

Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official 
Airline, American Airlines.

New York casting by Tara Rubin Casting/ 
Merri Sugarman, CSA.

Chicago casting by Becca McCracken, CSA.

Additional scenery by Big Image Systems 
and McGuire Scenic.

Additional costumes by Lyric Opera of 
Chicago Wardrobe Department.
Additional masks provided by Laura 
Whitlock.

APPROXIMATE TIMINGS
Act 1  1 hour 45 minutes
Intermission  30 minutes
Act 2  1 hour
Total 3 hours 15 minutes 

A long time ago, or perhaps not so very long ago… there was a Jewish 
shtetl called Anatevka, in Russia’s vast expanses, where the milkman 
Tevye lived with his wife, Golde, and their five daughters. The three 
oldest, Tzeitel, Hodel, and Chava, were expected to marry in accordance 
with the venerable dictates of Jewish tradition, and to find husbands as 
wealthy as possible, aided by the ministrations of the matchmaker, Yente.

But the daughters are headstrong in matters of love. It’s not the butcher 
that Tzeitel falls for, but a poor tailor, Motel. Hodel loses her heart to the 
family tutor, Perchik, a revolutionary, while Chava chooses an intellectual, 
the Orthodox Christian Fyedka. Against a background of troubles and 
celebrations, fear of pogroms targeting the village, Golde’s worries 
about the children, and Tevye’s struggle for his daily bread and true 
piety, the girls call time-honored traditions into question, posing tough 
challenges for their big-hearted father. Tevye strives to do the right thing 
and pardons all their crazy ideas. Well, not quite all. There are limits to 
his magnanimity, set by faith and tradition—for the sake of which he 
disowns one of his daughters. A short time later a pogrom happens, the 
villagers scatter in all directions, and the family is torn apart. Tevye and 
his children, friends, and neighbors leave Anatevka, their home, for good.

Courtesy of Komische Oper Berlin 

PRODUCTION SPONSORS

Lead Sponsor:  
The Negaunee Foundation

Production Sponsors:
Gramma Fisher Foundation 
  of Marshalltown, Iowa
Zell Family Foundation
Marlys A. Beider
The Davee Foundation
The Harris Family Foundation
Invenergy LLC
Lori Ann Komisar 
  and Morris Silverman
Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin
Ethel & William Gofen

° Deceased

Synopsis
TIME | 1905, on the eve of the Russian revolutionary period  
PLACE | Anatevka, Russia
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Artist profiles

JOSEPH STEIN | BOOK 
Lyric debut 

Stein started his career in television and was 
one of a noted group of writers on Your Show of 
Shows and The Sid Caesar Show. His first work 

for the theatre was as co-author of Plain And Fancy, the hit musical 
about the adventures of a pair of sophisticated New Yorkers living 
among the Amish in Pennsylvania. His next show was Mr. Wonderful, 
starring Sammy Davis, Jr. He created the libretto for the Bock and 
Harnick musical The Body Beautiful. His next librettos were for Take 
Me Along, based on Eugene O’Neill’s Ah, Wilderness!, and Juno, with 
score by Marc Blitzstein. He then wrote the adaptation for the hit stage 
comedy Enter Laughing. Fiddler on the Roof was his next show, for 
which he won the Tony as well as the Drama Critics’ Circle Award. He 
was also nominated for a Tony for his next show, Zorba, with score by 
Kander and Ebb. His other productions include King of Hearts, Irene, 
Rags (for which he also was nominated for a Tony), and The Baker’s 
Wife, which was produced in London and was nominated for the 
Laurence Olivier Award. Mr. Stein is also the author of the screenplays 
for Enter Laughing and Fiddler on the Roof.

JERRY BOCK | MUSIC 
Lyric debut 

Bock was born in New Haven, Connecticut, on 
November 23rd, 1928. That was his first out-of-
town tryout. Thirty years later, he and Sheldon 

Harnick gave birth to The Body Beautiful in Philadelphia. That was his 
fourth out-of-town tryout. In between was Catch a Star, a fleeting revue 
that, according to critic Walter Kerr, posed the question: “What do you 
call something between a flop and a smash?” Kerr’s answer? “A flash.” 
Next, Jule Styne and Tommy Valano midwifed Bock, Larry Holofcener, 
and George Weiss into birthing Mr. Wonderful starring Sammy Davis 
Jr. The title song and “Too Close For Comfort” are still active offsprings. 
Bock and Harnick’s celebrated collaboration yielded five scores in seven 
years: The Body Beautiful; Fiorello! (winner of Broadway’s triple crown: 
The Tony Award, The New York Critics’ Circle Award and The Pulitzer 
Prize in drama, the fourth musical to do so); Tenderloin; She Loves 
Me (winner of Variety’s poll of critics as best musical, citing Bock and 
Harnick as best composer and lyricist); Fiddler on the Roof (nine Tonys, 
notably the citation for best musical of the year); The Apple Tree; and 
The Rothschilds. In addition to the 1989 silver anniversary production of 
Fiddler (from which a major excerpt was featured in Jerome Robbins’ 
Broadway), a highly esteemed revival of The Rothschilds enjoyed a 
successful run off-Broadway the following year. Since then, Bock and 
Harnick were triply honored by being inducted into the Theater Hall of 
Fame, receiving the Johnny Mercer Award from the Songwriters Hall of 
Fame and the Spirit of American Creativity Award from the Foundation 
for a Creative America.  

SHELDON HARNICK | LYRICS 
Lyric debut 

Harnick’s career began in the 1950s with songs 
in revues (e.g., “The Boston Beguine,” “The 
Merry Little Minuet”). With Jerry Bock he created 

a number of memorable musicals, including Fiorello! (Tony Award, 
Pulitzer Prize), Tenderloin, She Loves Me (Grammy), Fiddler on the Roof 
(Tony), The Apple Tree, and The Rothschilds (subsequently revised as 
Rothschild & Sons). Other collaborations: Rex (Richard Rodgers), A 
Christmas Carol (Michel Legrand), A Wonderful Life (Joe Raposo), The 
Phantom Tollbooth (Arnold Black, Norton Juster), and The Audition 
(Marvin Hamlisch). He has written three musicals himself: Dragons,  
A Doctor in Spite of Himself, and Malpractice Makes Perfect.

JEROME ROBBINS | DIRECTOR 
AND CHOREOGRAPHER 
Lyric debut 

Robbins is world renowned for his work as a 
choreographer of ballets as well as his work 

as a director and choreographer in theater, movies, and television. 
Although he began as a modern dancer, his start on Broadway was 
as a chorus dancer before joining the corps de ballet of American 
Ballet Theatre in 1939, where he went on to dance principal roles in the 
works of Fokine, Tudor, Massine, Balanchine, Lichine, and de Mille. 
His first ballet, Fancy Free (1944) for ABT, still in many repertoires, 
celebrated its 50th birthday on April 18, 1994. While embarking on 
his career in the theater, Mr. Robbins simultaneously created ballets 
for New York City Ballet, which he joined in 1949, and became an 
Associate Artistic Director with George Balanchine. Mr. Robbins 
directed for television and film as well, with his co-direction and 
choreography of West Side Story winning him two Academy Awards. 
After his Broadway triumph with Fiddler On the Roof in 1964, Robbins 
continued creating ballets for New York City Ballet. He shared the 
position of Ballet-Master-in-Chief with Peter Martins until 1989. He has 
created more than 60 ballets, including Afternoon of a Faun (1953), The 
Concert (1956), Les Noces (1965), Dances At a Gathering (1969), In the 
Night (1970), In G Major (1975), Other Dances (1976), Glass Pieces (1983) 
and Ives Songs (1989) which are in the repertories of the New York 
City Ballet, the Ballet de l’Opera de Paris, and major dance companies 
throughout the world. His most recent ballets include A Suite of 
Dances with Mikhail Baryshnikov (1994), 2 & 3 Part Inventions (1994), 
West Side Story Suite (1995) and Brandenburg (1996), all of which 
premiered at New York City Ballet. In addition to his two Academy 
Awards, Robbins’s awards and citations include four Tony Awards, 
five Donaldson Awards, two Emmy Awards, the Screen Directors’ 
Guild Award, and the New York Drama Critics Circle Award.  
Mr. Robbins is a 1981 Kennedy Center Honors Recipient, was awarded 
the Commandeur de L’Order des Arts et des Lettres, is an honorary

CREATORS
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member of the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters, 
and was awarded a National Medal of Arts as well as the Governor’s 
Arts Awards by the New York State Council on the Arts. Some of 
his Broadway shows include On the Town, Billion Dollar Baby, High 
Button Shoes, West Side Story, The King and I, Gypsy, Peter Pan, Miss 
Liberty, and Call Me Madam. In 1989, Jerome Robbins’s Broadway 
won six Tony Awards including Best Musical and Best Director. He 
was awarded the French Chevalier dans l’Ordre National de la Legion 
d’Honneur. Robbins passed away in 1998. 

PRINCIPALS 

STEVEN SKYBELL | TEVYE 
Lyric debut 

Skybell most recently appeared off-Broadway 
in the New York premiere of Karen Hartman’s 
play The Lucky Star. He starred for two years 

as Tevye in Joel Grey’s acclaimed production of Fiddler on The Roof 
in Yiddish, for which he received the 2019 Lucille Lortel award for 
Outstanding Performance by Lead Actor in a Musical. Broadway 
credits include Fiddler On The Roof, Pal Joey, Wicked, The Full 
Monty, Love! Valour! Compassion!, Cafe Crown, and Ah, Wilderness! 
Off-Broadway appearances include Babette’s Feast, Cymbeline, and 
Antigone in New York (Obie Award). Other credits include: Camelot 
(Helen Hayes nomination), Broken Glass and Caucasian Chalk 
Circle (both Connecticut Critics Circle nominations), and Henry V 
(Shakespeare’s Globe, London). Skybell’s numerous TV and film 
credits include The Good Fight, Blue Bloods, Elementary, Chicago PD, 
Cradle Will Rock, and Simply Irresistible.

DEBBIE GRAVITTE | GOLDE 
Lyric debut 

A Tony Award winner and Emmy nominee, 
Gravitte made her Broadway debut in the 
original cast of They’re Playing Our Song, and 

went on to appear in Perfectly Frank (Drama Desk nomination), 
Blues in the Night, Ain’t Broadway Grand, Zorba, Chicago, Jerome 
Robbins’ Broadway (Tony Award, Drama Desk nomination), and 
Les Misérables. Off-Broadway credits include Carnival, The Boys 
from Syracuse, and Tenderloin. Gravitte has performed with more 
than 175 orchestras in the U.S. and abroad, and has recorded four 
solo CDs. She has performed her nightclub act worldwide, and 
is one of the voices in Disney’s The Little Mermaid film. Television 
credits include Trial and Error, Pursuit of Happiness, and several 
specials for PBS, including a solo show premiering this fall. 

LAUREN MARCUS | TZEITEL 
Lyric debut 

The Glencoe native appeared on Broadway
as Brooke Lohst in Be More Chill and most
recently in Sarah Silverman’s The Bedwetter

at The Atlantic. Regional credits include Little Shop of Horrors,
The Humans, Company, and Love in Hate Nation. She recently made
her feature film debut in Lin-Manuel Miranda’s tick, tick…Boom! 
A writer as well, Marcus was a recipient of Penn State’s New Musical
Theatre Initiative Commission, and has developed work with Two
River Theater in New Jersey as well as at New York Stage and Film.

AUSTEN DANIELLE BOHMER | 
HODEL 
Lyric debut 

Bohmer was an understudy for the title role 
of Diana on Broadway. Off-Broadway credits 

include Days of Rage, and regional credits include performances 
with Sacramento Music Circus, Barrington, Goodspeed, and St. 
Louis Rep. She was seen on TV in FBI: Most Wanted, and performs 
and records her original music under the name Plain Austen.

MAYA JACOBSON | CHAVA 
Lyric debut 

Jacobson appeared Off-Broadway in the 
production of Fidler Afn Dakh (Fiddler On 
The Roof in Yiddish) directed by Joel Grey 

and in Amerike: The Golden Land. She originated the role of 
Myra Nadell in A Walk on the Moon at George Street Playhouse. 
A graduate of The Boston Conservatory at Berklee, Jacobson 
was a 2013 Regional Winner and National Finalist in the Michael 
Feinstein Great American Songbook Competition.

DREW REDINGTON | MOTEL 
Lyric debut

Redington recently appeared as Riff in Marriott 
Theatre’s production of West Side Story. 
Broadway credits include Mean Girls, The 

Prom, and Holiday Inn. Regional highlights include Tulsa (Gypsy), 
Chip (Jerome Robbins’ Broadway) and Mark (A Chorus Line) at 
The Muny, and roles at TUTS in Houston. Redington has also been 
featured on TV on The Late Show with Stephen Colbert, The Best of 
Broadway (NBC), Good Morning America and The Macy’s Parade. 
This marks his fourth production of Fiddler on the Roof.

ADAM KAPLAN | PERCHIK 
Lyric debut

Kaplan recently appeared as Simon Lovewell 
on the TV series The Big Leap (Fox/Hulu). He 
starred on Broadway in A Bronx Tale, and 

other credits include Kinky Boots (Charlie Price), Newsies (Jack 
Kelly u/s), Show Boat (NY Philharmonic and PBS), and numerous 
shows at Goodspeed, Flat Rock Playhouse, and Music Theatre 
Wichita. Other television credits include Deception (ABC) and the 
upcoming series Up Here (Hulu). 
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MICHAEL NIGRO | FYEDKA
Lyric debut

Nigro was featured as Patrick in the national 
tour of Radio City Christmas Spectacular. He 
played Friedrich Von Trapp in NBC’s Sound 

of Music Live and Jim Hawkins in Treasure Island at the Fulton 
Theater; he reprised that role and also played Barnaby Tucker in 
Hello Dolly! at Maine State Music Theater. 

DAVID BENOIT | LAZAR WOLF
Lyric debut

Benoit most recently appeared as Bob Mattey 
in Seattle Rep’s Bruce, about the making of 
the movie Jaws. He appeared in the Broadway 

and national tours of Les Misérables (Thenardier), Avenue Q (Nicky/
Trekkie), Jekyll and Hyde (Bishop/Spider), and Dance of the Vampires. 
Additional national tours include Phantom of the Opera (Firmin), 
All Shook Up (Sheriff Earl), Young Frankenstein (Inspector Kemp/
Blind Hermit), Forbidden Broadway, and Forbidden Hollywood. 
Off-Broadway appearances include Forbidden Broadway: Summer 
Shock!, Forbidden Broadway: 10th Anniversary, and Forever Plaid 
(Sparky). He previously appeared as Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof for 
Virginia Rep, and in Boston Lyric Opera’s Martin Guerre (The Priest).

JOY HERMALYN | YENTE
Lyric debut

Hermalyn recently appeared on Broadway 
as Grandma Gellman in the Tony-nominated 
revival of Caroline, or Change. Other Broadway 

credits include Fiddler on the Roof (Fruma/Yente), Cyrano the Musical 
(Chaperone), Christmas Carol (Mrs. Fezziwig), Candide, and Baz 
Luhrmann’s La bohème. Regional appearances include Cabaret, 
Souvenir, Gypsy, Sweeney Todd, Oliver!, and Beauty and the Beast. 
Hermalyn sang Minnie in La fanciulla del West in repertory with Abigail 
Adams/1776 at Utah Festival Opera. Other opera credits include La 
fille du régiment, Le Comte Ory, Rigoletto, Il trittico, Madama Butterfly, 
La bohème (Leoncavallo), Faust, Der Rosenkavalier, Die Fledermaus, 
Trouble in Tahiti, and Hansel and Gretel, and she has toured widely in 
the major Gilbert and Sullivan operettas. She was a featured performer 
in Sound of Music Live! on NBC and in Sweeney Todd with the New 
York Philharmonic for Live from Lincoln Center on PBS, and has sung 
at Avery Fisher, Carnegie, and the Royal Albert Halls.  

LILIANA RENTERIA| SHPRINTZE
Lyric debut 

Renteria’s theater credits include The Polar 
Express (Rail Event Productions), Matilda 
(Drury Lane Theater), Miracle on 34th Street 

and It’s a Wonderful Life (Theater at the Center), Sunday in the 
Park with George, and Merrily We Roll Along (Chicago Academy 
for the Arts), and Billy Elliot (Highland Park Players). She appeared 
at Lyric as Witch/Macbeth (2021/22), and Child/Crocodile/The 
Magic Flute and Les Troyens (both 2016/17).

OMI LICHTENSTEIN | BIELKE
Lyric debut

Lichtenstein recently appeared as Brigitta in 
The Sound of Music (The Marriott Theatre) 
and as Little Girl in Ragtime (Music Theater 

Works). Hailing from the North Shore of Chicago, Omi trains 
regularly at The Performer’s School. 

JACKSON EVANS | MENDEL
Previously at Lyric: Harry & Charles/My Fair 
Lady (2016/17).

Evans’ regional credits include Beauty and the 
Beast (Paramount Theater—Jeff nomination); 

Boys in the Band (Windy City Playhouse); Ride the Cyclone, 
Seussical, and SS! The Taming of the Shrew (Chicago Shakespeare); 
Matilda and Spamalot (Drury Lane Oakbrook); Bunny Bunny and 
Avenue Q (Mercury); Peter and the Starcatcher and The Full Monty 
(Peninsula Players); Dad’s Season Tickets (Milwaukee Rep); Singin’ 
in the Rain (Marriott Lincolnshire); The Producers (McLeod Summer 
Playhouse); as well as work with Victory Gardens, Theatre at the 
Center, and About Face. Evans toured in The Realish Housewives 
with Second City, and film and television credits include Christmas 
is Canceled, Chicago PD, and Sirens.  

TOMMY NOVAK | AVRAM
Lyric debut

Novak, a Chicago native, was nominated for 
a Jeff Award for playing Max Bialystok in 
Night Blue’s production of The Producers. 

Other credits include Mr. Mushnik in Little Shop of Horrors 
(Mercury Theater Chicago), Edna Turnblad in Hairspray (Skylight 
Music Theater), Mr. Braithwaite in Billy Elliot and Fatso O’Rear in 
Do Re Mi (Porchlight), Anthony Dull in Love’s Labour’s Lost and 
Salisbury in King John (Utah Shakespeare Festival), Marcellus 
Washburn in The Music Man, Baptisa Minola in The Taming of the 
Shrew (Arkansas Shakespeare Theater), and Sam the Snowman 
in Rudolph and Friar Tuck in Robin Hood (First Stage). Novak has 
toured nationally as an actor with Utah Shakespeare Festival as 
well as Arkansas Shakespeare Theater. 

STEVEN STRAFFORD | MORDCHA
Lyric debut

Strafford is an actor and playwright. He 
played Prince Herbert in Spamalot (Original 
Vegas Cast) and appeared in the national 

and international tours of Peter Pan, Cinderella, and Grease! In 
Chicago, he has appeared at the Goodman, About Face Theatre, 
Windy City Playhouse, Marriott Theatre, Drury Lane Theatre, 
and First Folio. He has played men, women, rivers, giraffes, and 
aliens. His plays Small Jokes About Monsters, Greater Illinois, The 
Match Game, Mona Quimby: Age 38, and The Model Congressman 
have been produced and workshopped around the country.
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BILL McGOUGH | RABBI
Previously at Lyric: Lord Boxington/George 
the Barkeep/My Fair Lady (2016/17).

McGough has numerous Chicago theatre 
appearances, including Dee Snider’s Rock 

‘n’ Roll Christmas Tale (Scratch/Santa Claus) and Miracle on 34th 
Street (Mr. Macy), and at the Goodman Theatre (Continuity), the 
Royal George (Old Jews Telling Jokes), Timeline Theatre (The 
Front Page, The Farnsworth Invention, The Seagull), Steppenwolf 
Theatre (The Time of Your Life, As I Lay Dying), Raven Theatre 
(Glengarry Glen Ross, The Crucible), and The Hypocrites (Three 
Sisters, Death of a Salesman, The Cherry Orchard). He has had 
four residencies with the UV Theatre Project at Ragdale (Uncle 
Vanya, The Seagull, The Cherry Orchard, Three Sisters). Television 
credits include Chicago Med, Chicago Fire, South Side, Sirens, and 
Shameless. Film credits include Monuments, Let’s Go to Prison, In 
Memoriam, The Christians, Design, and the award-winning short 
Reversal.

WILLIAM BROWN | CONSTABLE
Lyric debut

Brown has acted in more than 100 
productions, including work at Writers 
Theatre, Court, Goodman, Northlight, 

Marriott Lincolnshire, Cincinnati Playhouse, La Jolla Playhouse, 
Ahmanson, NY Public, and Regina Opera. Favorite roles include 
Falstaff in Henry IV (Court), Fagin in Oliver! (Marriott), Jody in 
the world premiere of Lonely Planet (Northlight), and Kissinger in 
Nixon’s Nixon (Writers Theatre). At Writers Theatre he has directed 
17 plays including Company, The Liar, A Little Night Music, and 
Incident at Vichy. He is an Associate Artist at TimeLine where he 
directed the world premiere of Wasteland, the Midwest premiere 
of Not About Nightingales, and the world premiere of To Master the 
Art—a play co-written with Doug Frew about Julia Child’s early 
years in Paris. Brown has received three Joseph Jefferson Awards 
and a Spirit of Diversity Award from Actor’s Equity.

MELODY BETTS | GRANDMA/
FRUMA SARAH
Lyric debut

Betts has appeared on Broadway in Waitress 
and with a national tour of The Sound of 

Music (Mother Abbess). Her numerous regional credits include 
The Rain Lady in Witness Uganda/Invisible Thread (2012-2015), 
The Ghost of Christmas Present in A Christmas Carol (Milwaukee 
Rep, 2010-2012), Sylvia in All Shook Up (Marriott Theater) and 
The Courtesan in Chicago Shakespeare Theater’s production of 
A Comedy Of Errors. She appeared in the Jeff Award-winning 
production of Ragtime as Sarah’s Friend. Television credits include 
Chicago Code, Chicago PD, Chicago Fire, HBOMax’s Southside, 
Power on STARZ and Jesus Christ Superstar LIVE on NBC. 

ED KROSS | NACHUM
Previously at Lyric: Glad Hand/West Side 
Story (2018/19). 

The actors stage credits include The Jungle 
Book and Animal Crackers (The Goodman), 

Hazel (Drury Lane Oakbrook), Sister Act and Shear Madness 
(Mercury Theater), I Love Lucy: Live Onstage (Broadway 
Playhouse), as well as productions at Chicago Shakespeare 
Theater, Northlight, Peninsula Players, The Royal George, and 
Second City Theatricals. Kross is a 24-year ensemble member of 
American Blues Theater. On television he has appeared in Chicago 
Med, Fargo, Patriot, Chicago Fire, Sirens, and Boss, and in the 
films Road To Perdition and Ocean’s 12.

DRAKE WUNDERLICH | THE FIDDLER
Lyric debut

Currently in 5th grade, Wunderlich is an 
award-winning violinist in the Chicago Youth 
Symphony Orchestra’s Concert Orchestra, 

and for three seasons has served as concertmaster for CYSO’s Prep 
Strings and Debut Orchestras. He has performed at venues including 
the Harris Theater, Northwestern University’s Pick-Staiger Concert 
Hall, Navy Pier, and Millennium Park. A composer and pianist as 
well, Wunderlich recently played piano in a Haydn trio at the New 
Music School’s Chamber Showcase.

CARL PONCE CUBERO | DANCER
Lyric debut

Currently based in New York City, Cubero 
performed domestically and internationally 
with Ailey II from 2018 to 2020 and was a guest 

artist with Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater in the Spring of 2022. 
Cubero has danced works by Donald McKayle, Alvin Ailey, Aszure 
Barton, Lar Lubovitch, Andrea Miller, Robert Battle, Jae Man Joo, 
and David Parsons, and received his BFA in Dance Performance with 
a minor in Anthropology from the University of California, Irvine.

SHANE DICKSON | DANCER
Lyric debut

The Texas native studied musical theater 
at Oklahoma City University and currently 
resides in Berlin. He performed in the 

national tours of Footloose and the 42nd Street revival. From 2010 
to 2013, he toured Germany, Austria, and Switzerland in CATS, 
where he played 6 different parts. In 2013, he first began working 
with Barrie Kosky and Otto Pichler at the Komische Oper Berlin. 
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DEREK EGE | DANCER
Lyric debut

Ege appeared at The Metropolitan Opera in 
Tannhäuser and Turandot, and performed on 
tours of Shrek The Musical and Fiddler on the 

Roof. He has danced with the Trey McIntyre Project and Keigwin 
+ Co, and hold a BFA from The Juilliard School.

MICHAEL FERNANDEZ | DANCER
Lyric debut

A resident of Berlin, Fernandez works 
frequently with Komische Oper Berlin, 
Frankfurt Opera, Stuttgart Opera, and other 

companies. He has previously toured and danced with the Garth 
Fagan Dance Company, Momix, Buglisi Dance Theatre, and 
Nimbus Dance Works. He holds a BFA in dance from the New 
World School of the Arts in Miami.

MARCUS HARDY | DANCER
Previously at Lyric: Fire Shut Up in My Bones 
(2021/22). 

After receiving his BFA in Dance 
Performance from East Carolina University, 

Hardy joined the Inaside Chicago Dance company, where he 
spent five years. He has performed as a guest artist with SueMo 
Dance Company, Waterstreet Dance Company, and Chicago 
Dance Crash.

CHRISTOPHER KELLEY | DANCER
Lyric debut

Kelley’s recent credits include Rock of Ages, 
Cinderella, Kinky Boots, Beauty and The Beast, 
Newsies, Wizard of Oz, and The Producers at 

the Paramount Theatre, Gypsy at The Muny, and How to Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying at Porchlight Music Theatre. Kelley 
danced with The Chicago Repertory Ballet in 2020 and 2021, and  
is also a teaching artist on the faculty of Visceral Dance Chicago,  
The Paramount School of The Arts, and Wings Dance Center.

DREW LEWIS | DANCER
Lyric debut

Originally from Oak Park, Illinois, Lewis 
performed extensively with Sidra Bell 
Dance New York from 2016 to 2019, during 

which time he guest lectured at the University of the Arts in 
Philadelphia. Additional performance credits include C-LS, 
Project 44, Attack Theatre, The Joel Hall Dancers, and Lucy Riner.

MICHAEL FRANCIS McBRIDE | 
DANCER
Previously at Lyric: Florencia en el Amazona 
(2021/22) 

McBride joined the Alvin Ailey American 
Dance Theater in 2009 while finishing his BFA at Fordham 
University. From 2009 to 2019 with the Ailey Company, McBride 
performed over 65 ballets in 15 countries by choreographers such 
as Alvin Ailey, Ronald K. Brown, Garth Fagan, George Faison, 
Geoffrey Holder, Bill T. Jones, Jiří Kylián, Wayne McGregor, 
Ohad Naharin, David Parsons, Paul Taylor, and Twyla Tharp. 
He appeared in Santa Fe Opera’s production of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream in 2021, and recently performed in Bucks County 
Playhouse’s production of Kinky Boots.

ALEX MEETH | DANCER
Lyric debut

Meeth appeared in the Boston Early Music 
Festival’s Orlando generoso (2019), and 
recently understudied with the Mark Morris 

Dance Group for their 2022 restaging of L’Allegro, il Penseroso ed 
il Moderato. He holds a BFA in contemporary dance performance 
from the Boston Conservatory at Berklee.

TYLER OKUNSKI | DANCER
Lyric debut

The California native’s credits include Monty 
in Violet and Boy/Peter in Peter and the 
Starcatcher. He holds a BFA in Music Theatre 

from Elon University.

OZ SHOSHAN | DANCER
Lyric debut

Shoshan appeared in the national tours of 
Bandstand and Elf. Regional credits include 
A Chorus Line, Kinky Boots, and The Little 

Mermaid; International appearances include Hair, West Side Story, 
Cabaret, and Fiddler on the Roof in Israel. 

MATEUS SOBRAL BARBOSA  
DA SILVA | DANCER
Lyric debut

Recent performing credits include the 
national tours of Fiddler on the Roof and 

Spamalot, West Side Story at The Guthrie Theatre, South Pacific at 
Theatre Under the Stars, Catch Me If You Can at The REV, On Your 
Feet! at North Carolina Theatre, La Cage Aux Folles and Mamma 
Mia! at Short North Stage, Mary Poppins at Virginia Musical 
Theatre, and numerous performances at The Fireside Theatre. 
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JAMES MONROE ŠTEVKO | DANCER
Previously at Lyric: 6 productions since 
2009/10, most recently Tannhauser (2014/15) 
and Rusalka (2013/14). 

The New York-based actor and dancer 
appeared in Fiddler on the Roof in Yiddish as Mendl, and is a 
featured soloist on the cast album. Other credits include The 
Metropolitan Opera, The Radio City Christmas Spectacular,  
The Met Gala with Katy Perry, and Milwaukee Ballet. 

KIMBERLY GRIGSBY | CONDUCTOR
Lyric debut

The New York-based music director and 
conductor has enjoyed a 24-year Broadway 
career which has included collaborations 

with composers David Byrne, Adam Guettel, and Stephin Merritt 
and with directors James Lapine, Kathleen Marshall, Michael 
Mayer, Bartlett Sher, Leigh Silverman, and Julie Taymor, among 
numerous others. Her credits include the original productions of 
To Kill A Mockingbird; Caroline, or Change; Spring Awakening; 
Coraline; The Light in the Piazza; Head Over Heels; The Full Monty; 
Amélie; Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark; Songs From an Unmade 
Bed; The Fortress of Solitude; Here Lies Love; and last season’s 
Flying Over Sunset. Other collaborations include The Light In The 
Piazza with Renée Fleming; the premiere of Jeanine Tesori’s The 
Lion, The Unicorn and Me for Washington National Opera; Susan 
Botti’s Telaio: Desdemona; and most recently, an appearance with 
The Grant Park Music Festival, conducting the 2022 Lights On 
Broadway performances. 

BARRIE KOSKY | DIRECTOR
Previously at Lyric: Original Director/The 
Magic Flute (2021/22).

The Australian director recently completed 
his tenure as Intendant and Chief Director 

of the Komische Oper Berlin. Among the highlights of Kosky’s 
productions there, including Fiddler on the Roof, was The Magic 
Flute, which has been seen by more than a quarter of a million 
people on three continents. Kosky’s many awards include the 
Olivier Award for Best New Opera Production and the 2016 Royal 
Philharmonic Society Award for Opera and Music Theatre. In 
2016 he was named Director of the Year by Opernwelt. Kosky has 
directed for the Glyndebourne and Bayreuth festivals, as well 
as the major houses of London, Munich, Frankfurt, Amsterdam, 
Zurich, Madrid, Barcelona, Vienna, and numerous German 
theaters. Recent highlights among new productions include 
Prince Igor (Opéra National de Paris) and Salome (Oper Frankfurt). 
Born in Melbourne, Kosky was Artistic Director of Gilgul Theatre 
Company from 1990 to 1997 and Artistic Director of the 1996 
Adelaide Festival, and from 2001 to 2005 he was co-Artistic 
Director of the Vienna Schauspielhaus.

RUFUS DIDWISZUZ | SET DESIGNER
Lyric debut

Didwiszus has worked with directors such as 
Barrie Kosky, Thomas Ostermeier, Christian 
Spuck, Sasha Waltz, and Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui at 

venues including the Komische Oper Berlin, Bayerische Staatsoper 
Munich, the Schaubühne Berlin, Deutsches Theater Berlin, the 
Schauspielhaus Hamburg, Opernhaus Zurich, Opera Bastille, The 
Royal Swedish Opera, and The Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow, among 
many others. Festival appearances include Salzburger Festspiele, 
Avignon Festival, and Edinburgh Festival. Together with the 
performance artist Joanna Dudley, he has presented his own music 
theatre works at the Sophiensaele Berlin, the Schaubühne Berlin, 
and the BOZAR in Brussels.
 

KLAUS BRUNS | COSTUME 
DESIGNER
Lyric debut

Bruns has worked in theaters such as 
Schauspielhaus Hamburg, Munich 

Kammerspiele, Vienna Burgtheater, and Deutsches Theater 
Berlin; the national theatres of Stuttgart, Munich, Hannover, 
and Hamburg; and the theaters of Cologne, Frankfurt, Zurich, 
and many others. His work has been seen in numerous opera 
productions at Oper Frankfurt, Theater an der Wien Vienna, 
Opera Antwerp, Rossini Opera Festival Pesaro, Teatro Real 
Madrid, Palau de les Arts Valencia, Opera di San Carlo Naples, 
Zurich, Bayerische Staatsoper, De Nationale Opera in Amsterdam, 
Wiener Staatsoper, Royal Opera House London, Bayreuther 
Festspiele, and Opéra national de Paris. He has a longstanding 
artistic relationship at the Komische Oper Berlin. 

DIEGO LEETZ | ORIGINAL 
LIGHTING DESIGNER 
Lyric debut

The Berlin native’s work includes lighting 
design for the Staatsoper Unter den Linden: 

Verdi’s La forza del destino for Stefan Herheim, Haydn’s Il 
mondo della luna for Karoline Gruber (a co-production with the 
Innsbrucker Festival of Early Music), Paul Abraham’s The Flower 
of Hawaii for Andrea Schwalbach, Donizetti’s Maria Stuarda for 
Karsten Wiegand, and Zwischen Licht und Schatten for Derek 
Gimpel and Klangforum Wien. Leetz’s other works include Puccini’s 
Turandot for Alain Wullschleger at the Istana Budaya Kuala 
Lumpur, Handel’s Ezio with Günter Kramer at the Schwetzingen 
Festival, Gluck’s Iphigénie en Tauride and Telemaco with Torsten 
Fischer at the Theater an der Wien, and Wagner’s Ring Cycle for 
Günter Krämer at the Opéra Bastille in Paris. Other work with 
Barrie Kosky includes The Magic Flute, The Pearls of Cleopatra, 
Tales of Hoffmann, The Beautiful Helena, and Pierrot Lunaire.



29  |  Lyric Opera of Chicago

MARCO PHILIPP | REVIVAL 
LIGHTING DESIGNER 
Lyric debut

Philipp began his career as a teenaged 
apprentice at the Komische Oper Berlin, and 

has served as the company’s head lighting designer since 2003. 
He has worked in major theaters in Asia and across Europe, and 
made his U.S. debut in 2019 with La bohème at the L.A. Opera, 
directed by Barrie Kosky.

PETER WIEJACZKA | SOUND 
DESIGNER 
Previously at Lyric: Nine productions since
2013, most recently The New Classics: Songs
from the New Golden Age of Musical Theater
(2020/21) and West Side Story (2018/19).

Wiejaczka is a frequent collaborator on Lyric’s musical theater
productions. Other notable productions include sound design for 
The Joffrey Ballet’s performances at Lyric, the Ravinia Festival’s 
2020 virtual Lawn Party, and a groundbreaking ceremony with 
the Prague Symphony Orchestra in honor of a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Past projects include the Xbox Press Conference at 
E3, the NBA Legends Brunch Live Broadcast, Fox Sports Network 
Upfronts, and events for T-Mobile, Microsoft, Intel, and Starbucks.

MICHAEL BLACK | CHORUS 
MASTER

The Australian chorus master is beginning his 
11th season at Lyric, having held this position 
at Opera Australia in Sydney from 2001 to 

2013. Black has served in this capacity for such distinguished 
organizations as the Edinburgh International Festival, Opera 
Holland Park (London), the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and, 
in Australia, the Sydney Symphony Orchestra, the Philharmonia 
Choir, Motet Choir, the Cantillation chamber choir, and the 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. Other activities include preparing 
The Damnation of Faust chorus and Haydn’s Creation at the Grant 
Park Music Festival, where he has worked for two seasons. He 
has served as chorus master for close to 140 different operas on 
four continents, and his work has been recorded and/or aired on 
ABC, BBC, PBS, for many HD productions in movie theaters, and 
on television. Michael Black is supported by the Howard A. Stotler 
Chorus Master Endowed Chair.

OTTO PICHLER | ORIGINAL 
CHOREOGRAPHER 
Lyric debut

The Austrian choreographer has worked on 
more than 60 pieces in the fields of drama, 

opera, operetta, and musicals, including shows at the Amsterdam 
Opera, Komische Oper Berlin, Berlin State Opera, La Monnaie 

Brussels, Semperoper Dresden, Frankfurt Opera, Glyndebourne 
Festival, Royal Opera House London, Bavarian State Opera Munich, 
Opera Bastille, and the Salzburg Festival. His own directing work 
includes Csardasfürstin (Augsburg Theater, Magdeburg Theater), 
Hello, Dolly! (Linz Theater), Jekyll & Hyde, Jesus Christ Superstar, and 
Two Hearts in Three Quarter Time (Coburg Theater). He was co-
director of West Side Story (Komische Oper Berlin).

SILVANO MARRAFFA | REVIVAL 
CHOREOGRAPHER
Lyric debut

Marraffa has worked on numerous 
productions at the Komische Oper Berlin, 

including Kiss Me Kate, My Fair Lady, Candide, and Anatevka (the 
original title for Fiddler on the Roof). He has also choreographed 
or danced at the Royal Opera House, Glyndebourne Opera 
Festival, Adelaide Festival, and in many productions in Italy.

AUGUST TYE | BALLET MISTRESS
Previously at Lyric: 42 productions since 
1993/94 as dancer, choreographer, or ballet 
mistress, most recently Fire Shut Up in My 
Bones (2021/22); Madama Butterfly, Don 
Giovanni (both 2019/20). 

The American dancer and choreographer’s operatic credits include 
remounting the choreography of Lyric’s Iphigènie en Tauride at San 
Francisco Opera and the Royal Opera House Covent Garden. She 
has presented a 20-year retrospective of her work at Chicago’s Vittum 
Theater and Ruth Page Dance Center, as well as in her hometown of 
Kalamazoo, Michigan. A graduate of Western Michigan University, 
Tye performed with the Kalamazoo Ballet, dancing leading roles in 
Sleeping Beauty, Cinderella, and The Nutcracker. In addition to Lyric 
and Joel Hall Dancers, she has performed in Chicago with Salt Creek 
Ballet, Second City Ballet, and Chicago Folks Operetta. Tye is artistic 
director at the Hyde Park School of Dance, which she founded in 
1993. Four years later she founded Tyego Dance Project, which has 
performed at Steppenwolf, the Athenaeum, and throughout America 
in a revival of Spike Jones’s Nutcracker. 

SARAH HATTEN | WIGMASTER & 
MAKEUP DESIGNER 

Lyric’s wigmaster and makeup designer has 
worked in a wide repertoire at Des Moines 
Metro Opera, Michigan Opera Theatre (now 

known as Detroit Opera), Columbus Opera, Toledo Opera, the 
Cabrillo Music Festival, and the University of Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of Music. She has also worked at the Glimmerglass 
Festival and the major opera companies of Los Angeles, Omaha, 
Cleveland, Sarasota, and Central City, as well as Wisconsin’s 
American Players Theatre and, in Los Angeles, the Pantages Theatre 
and the Geffen Playhouse. Sarah Hatten is supported by the Marlys 
A. Beider Wigmaster and Makeup Designer Endowed Chair.  
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ESTEBAN MUÑOZ | ASSOCIATE 
DIRECTOR  
Lyric debut

Muñoz has worked with many directors around 
the world including Calixto Bieito, Michael 

Hampe, Emilio Sagi, Keith Warner, Balázs Kovalik, and Tobias Kratzer 
in productions of the Teatro Municipal, Opernhaus Zürich, Bayerische 
Staatsoper, Houston Grand Opera, Oper Köln, and the Opéra national 
du Rhin. His most recent engagements include Karl V with Carlus 
Padrissa at the Bayerische Staatsoper, the revival of Orphée aux enfers 
by Barrie Kosky at the Düsseldorf Opera, and Die Blume von Hawaii at 
the Komische Oper Berlin, where he currently works as staff director. 

CHICAGO CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Previously at Lyric: 14 productions since 
2000/01, most recently Tosca (2021/22);  
The Queen of Spades (2019/20).

Chicago Children’s Choir (Josephine Lee, 
president and artistic director) is the nation’s preeminent youth 
choral organization, serving 5,200 students across the city of Chicago. 
Founded in Hyde Park in direct response to the Civil Rights Movement 
in 1956, CCC has grown from one choir into a vast network of in-
school and after-school programs driven by one mission: to inspire 
and change lives through music. CCC has impacted more than 50,000 
diverse youth throughout its 62-year history. Since its founding, 
CCC has focused on building programs that reflect the racial and 
economic diversity of Chicago. Eighty percent of youth served are 
from low-moderate income homes, with over 4,000 students annually 
participating completely free of charge. All singers in CCC programs 
receive some level of subsidy. High school seniors enrolled in CCC 
have a 100% graduation and college acceptance rate.

Music Theatre International (MTI) is one of the world’s leading 
theatrical licensing agencies, granting theatres from around the 
world the rights to perform the greatest selection of musicals 
from Broadway and beyond. Founded in 1952 by composer Frank 
Loesser and orchestrator Don Walker, MTI is a driving force in 
advancing musical theatre as a vibrant and engaging art form. 
MTI works directly with the composers, lyricists, and book writers 
of these musicals to provide official scripts, musical materials, 
and dynamic theatrical resources to over 100,000 professional, 
community, and school theatres in the US and in over 150 countries 
worldwide. MTI is particularly dedicated to educational theatre, and 
has created special collections to meet the needs of various types of 
performers and audiences. MTI’s Broadway Junior™ shows are 30- 
and 60-minute musicals for performance by elementary and middle 
school-aged performers, while MTI’s School Editions are musicals 
annotated for performance by high school students.   
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Orchestra & Chorus
MUSIC STAFF
William C. Billingham
Susan Miller Hult
Keun-A Lee
Noah Lindquist
Francesco Milioto
Lee Mills+

Jerad Mosbey
Chris Reynolds
Michelle Rofrano
Brett Rowe
Stefano Sarzani
Madeline Slettedahl
Eric Weimer
Zoe Zeniodi

ORCHESTRA
Violin I
Robert Hanford, Concertmaster
John Macfarlane, Acting 

Assistant Concertmaster
Alexander Belavsky
Kathleen Brauer
Bing Jing Yu
Laura Miller
Liba Shacht
Heather Wittels

Violin II
Yin Shen, Principal
John Macfarlane, Assistant 

Principal
Diane Duraffourg-Robinson
Ann Palen
Irene Radetzky
John D. Robinson
David Volfe
Albert Wang*

Viola
Carol Cook, Principal
Terri Van Valkinburgh, 

Assistant Principal
Frank W. Babbitt
Patrick Brennan
Amy Hess
Melissa Trier Kirk 

Cello
Calum Cook, Principal
Paul Dwyer, Assistant Principal
Mark Brandfonbrener
William H. Cernota
Walter Preucil

String Bass
Ian Hallas, Principal
Samuel Shuhan,
  Assistant Principal
Andrew L. W. Anderson
Gregory Sarchet
Collins R. Trier

Flute
Marie Tachouet, Principal
Dionne Jackson, Assistant Principal
Alyce Johnson*

Piccolo
Alyce Johnson*

Oboe
Paul Lueders**,  

Acting Principal
Judith Zunamon Lewis,  

Acting Assistant Principal

English Horn
Judith Zunamon Lewis

Clarinet
Susan Warner,  

Acting Principal
Danny Mui**,  

Acting Assistant Principal

Bass Clarinet
Danny Mui**

Bassoon
Preman Tilson, Principal
Lewis Kirk, Assistant Principal

Contrabassoon
Lewis Kirk

Horn
Jonathan Boen, Principal
Fritz Foss, Assistant Principal/ 

Utility
Robert E. Johnson, Third Horn
Samuel Hamzem
Neil Kimel

Trumpet
William Denton, Principal
Rebecca Oliverio,  

Acting Assistant Principal

Trombone
Jeremy Moeller, Principal
Mark Fisher, Assistant Principal

Tuba
Andrew Smith, Principal

Timpani
Edward Harrison, Principal

Percussion
Douglas Waddell,  

Acting Principal
Eric Millstein 

Acting Assistant Principal

Harp
Lynn Williams, Principal

Librarian
John Rosenkrans*, Principal
Crozet Duplantier**, Acting 

Principal

Stage Band Contractor
Christine Janicki

EXTRA MUSICIANS
Rebecca Swan, viola
Robyn Niedhold, cello 
Dave Inmon, trumpet
Mike Brozick, trumpet
David Victor, drum set
Steve Roberts, guitar/ 

mandolin/lute
Ronnie Kuller, accordion/

celeste

The Lyric Opera Orchestra string sections utilize revolving seating. Players behind the front desk change seats systematically
and are listed alphabetically in the roster above.

 * On leave, 2022/23 Season
 ** Season Substitute 
 + Solti Foundation U.S. Opera Residency
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CHORUS MASTER
Michael Black,  

Chorus Master,
 The Howard A. Stotler 

Endowed Chair

REGULAR CHORUS
Soprano
Elisa Billey Becker
Sharon Garvey Cohen
Cathleen Dunn
Desirée Hassler
Rachael Holzhausen
Laureen Janeczek-Wysocki
Kimberly McCord
Heidi Spoor
Stephani Springer
Sherry Watkins

Mezzo-Soprano
Marianna Kulikova
Colleen Lovinello
Yvette Smith
Marie Sokolova
Emma Sorenson
Maia Surace
Corinne Wallace-Crane
Pamela Williams
Michelle K. Wrighte

Tenor
Geoffrey Agpalo
Timothy Bradley
Hoss Brock
William M. Combs
John J. Concepcion
Kenneth Donovan
Joseph A. Fosselman
Cullen Gandy
Cameo T. Humes
Tyler Samuel Lee
Thomas L. Potter

Bass
David DuBois
Robert Morrissey
Kenneth Nichols
Rafael W. Porto
Craig Springer
Vince Wallace
Nicholas Ward
Ronald Watkins
Nikolas Wenzel
Max Wier

CORE SUPPLEMENTARY
CHORUS
Soprano
Joelle Lamarre
Emily Mwila
Tara Wheeker
Carla Janzen

Mezzo-Soprano
Christina G. Adams
Cara Collins

Tenor
Jared V. Esguerra
Joe Shadday

Bass
Christopher Filipowicz
David Govertsen
Nicolai Janitzky
Jonathan Wilson

SUPPLEMENTARY 
CHORUS
Soprano
Elise Hurwitz
Katelyn Lee
Rosalind Lee
Leah Rockweit
Diana Stoic

Mezzo-Soprano
Leah Dexter
Christine Ebeling
Elizabeth Frey
Sarah Ponder
Emily Price
Marissa Simmons

Tenor
Matthew Daniel
Klaus Georg
Darell Haynes
Jianghai Ho
Ernest C. Jackson Jr
Nathan Oakes
Steven Michael Patrick
Edward Washington

Bass
Evan Bravos
Matthew Carroll
Michael Cavalieri
Dimitri German
Kirk Greiner
Stephen Hobe
Brian Hupp
Dorian McCall
De’Ron McDaniel
Michael Parham
Wilbur Pauley
Douglas Peters
William Powell III
Ian R. Prichard
William Roberts III
Sean Stanton

SUPERNUMERARIES
Peter Cutrera
Dennis Delavara
Mike Goode
Hank Mandziara
Michael Ortyl
Howard White

Members of Chicago 
Children’s Choir
Edison Gong    
Jared Gong
Vikram Konkimalla
Nicholas Muthu  
Anthony Rosario
Avi Ruby  
Maxwell Stone

+ Lyric debut
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Making it personal
The director Barrie Kosky, Australian by birth, makes his 

home in Berlin, where he served as artistic director of the 

Komische Oper Berlin for ten seasons. While there, he 

created many new productions, including a silent-movie-

inspired production of The Magic Flute that was featured 

in Lyric’s 2021/22 season, and this highly successful 

production of Fiddler on the Roof, making its United States 

debut here. Lyric spoke with Kosky about his life with 

Fiddler and the show’s legacy.

by Graham Meyer
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LYRIC OPERA OF 
CHICAGO: DO 
YOU HAVE SOME 
PERSONAL HISTORY 
WITH THIS SHOW?
BARRIE KOSKY: 
My parents had the 
original Broadway 
recording with Zero 
Mostel, which I used 
to dance around to in 
my bedroom before 
I’d seen the film or 

the show on stage. I can still see the record cover as I 
speak. I danced around to the music, which I found very 
infectious, and also I loved the sort of melancholy without 
knowing what melancholy is.

LYRIC: DID YOU SEE IT WHILE YOU WERE STILL A KID?
BK: I remember trying to sit through the film on 
television, being a bit bored by it when I was an 
adolescent—too long, and something about Topol [who 
played Tevye] irritated me and still does. Then I saw it 
on the stage around the same time. The production was 
done by Opera Australia in Melbourne, so it was a larger, 
operatic version, and I loved it then when I saw it onstage.

LYRIC: AND IT WAS YOUR PARENTS’ RECORD…  IT MUST 
HAVE HAD SOME CONNECTION WITH YOUR FAMILY.
BK: In any diasporan Jew’s upbringing, in the English-
speaking world, Fiddler plays a part. Fiddler on the Roof 
is either something you adore and love or something you 
run away from. I have a lot of Jewish friends who can’t 
listen to one single note of it, but I think it’s ingrained in 
the diaspora’s DNA, for good and for bad, too.

LYRIC: DNA! THAT’S GOING BACK A LONG WAY.
BK: The other bit of connection personally is that 
the shtetl Anatevka is exactly like the shtetl that my 
grandparents came from when they left Belarus in the 
early part of the 20th century, almost the same time 
as Tevye. There’s a very beautiful poster on my wall in 
Berlin of my very young grandfather before his bar 
mitzvah, so he must have been around 10 or so, with my 
great-grandfather, who just looks like Tevye from central 
casting. So I’ve always had this slight fantasy that my 
great-grandfather was Tevye.

LYRIC: WAS IT A DREAM OF YOURS TO HAVE A 
CHANCE TO DIRECT FIDDLER ON THE ROOF?
BK: Oh yes. I’ve done three musicals at the Komische Oper 
in a way that no ordinary production could do. I did Kiss 
Me, Kate in 2008, West Side Story in 2013, and Fiddler on 
the Roof. All three were with a very large orchestra, as they 
were written for, which you never get now. When you hear 

Kiss Me, Kate or West Side Story performed by an orchestra 
of 60 or 70, it’s a very different experience. If you do Fiddler 
on the Roof with an opera company, you can have a real 
shtetl on stage; you can have over 150 people on stage. No 
Broadway or West End theater could ever do that.  

LYRIC: VISUALLY, WHAT WERE YOU HOPING FOR WITH 
THE PRODUCTION?
BK: Our set is made up of hundreds of pieces of second- 
and third-hand furniture from East and West Berlin shops. 
Bits of wardrobes, bits of tables, and it’s all piled together 
like the shtetls were. People lived side by side. There are no 
rooms in our production. People enter through doors that 
are in the wardrobes. People can hide and move and climb. 
This is like a potpourri of furniture. This furniture that we 
got, none of it is made for the show. Some of it is from old 
East German families, and some of it is probably—because 
it was still in Berlin—from old Jewish families from the ’30s. 
So it has an enormous power.   

LYRIC: ONE SIMILARITY WITH NON-OPERA-HOUSE 
PRODUCTIONS IS THAT THESE PERFORMERS COME 
MORE FROM THE MUSICAL-THEATER WORLD THAN  
THE OPERA WORLD.
BK: I did not use opera singers for the main roles because 
the main roles, I think, are acting roles. They need actors 
who can sing, not singers who can act. The last thing  
I want to hear is an opera singer sing Tevye. 

LYRIC: YOU THINK ACTING IS PARAMOUNT FOR  
A GREAT TEVYE?
BK: I think—I’m putting myself on the line here—I think 
Tevye’s the greatest role in musicals for a man. I do.  
I think it’s the Mother Courage of male musical roles. 
It’s existential. He talks to God. He talks about really 
large issues with great irony and humor. Tell me another 
musical where the lead male carries the show with such 
complexity and humor and emotion.

LYRIC: HE HAS TO SHOW HEARTBREAK, AND HE ALSO 
HAS TO COMMUNICATE THAT HE RECOGNIZES THE 
NEED TO CHANGE.
BK: In rehearsal, we talked about what happens to Tevye 
and Golde when they land at Ellis Island. I imagine Tevye 
had a great time in New York. And then his daughters of 
course went to school, went to university, and became 
famous lawyers. That’s the great joy of immigration, and 
second- and third-generation immigrants. What’s great 
about the piece is it’s not didactic. It doesn’t say to the 
audience, “This is what you should feel, this is what you 
should think at the end.” It’s all before the Holocaust and 
never mentions the Holocaust. And yet the shadow of 
the Holocaust is right through it. You think to yourself, 
“Uhhh, the daughters that stay—are they going to get out 
in time?” I always had the feeling that Hodel and Perchik 
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died, that they never got to America, that [Tevye and 
Golde] never saw them again.

LYRIC: DO YOU THINK THE STAKES OF THE DAUGHTERS’ 
RELATIONSHIPS IN FIDDLER FEEL THE SAME FOR 
MODERN AUDIENCES? WHEN THE MUSICAL FIRST 
OPENED, MARRYING OUTSIDE ONE’S RELIGION OR 
RACE OR INSIDE ONE’S GENDER WERE MUCH LESS 
ACCEPTED THAN THEY ARE NOW. NOW ALL THOSE 
THINGS ARE BARELY DEBATED.
BK: You seem to have a very utopian, rose-colored vision of 
gay marriage. It’s certainly approved by the people we know, 
but it’s not approved by everybody. You don’t see rainbow 
flags in small German villages glorifying gay marriage. I 
think interracial marriage is still, in lots of communities, 
a huge, huge problem. So I would actually disagree with 
you. The piece becomes, as the years go on, even more 
pointed and contemporary. The idea of parents wanting their 
children to do certain things is unfortunately like it’s been for 
thousands of years. I don’t think it’s changed at all.

LYRIC: DO YOU THINK THAT’S WHY THE SHOW IS SO 
WIDELY LOVED AND PERFORMED? THAT IT COULD 
REALLY BE ABOUT ANY COMMUNITY OF PEOPLE, 
NOT SPECIFICALLY EARLY 20TH-CENTURY 
EUROPEAN JEWS?
BK: Universality comes from specificity. If something’s 
universal, it’s because it’s specific. I don’t know how much 

Japanese audiences know about Judaism, but they certainly 
relate to the story of this father and his five daughters. Can 
you maintain tradition and change? Is it possible to maintain 
one foot in tradition and one foot in the future?

LYRIC: IS PART OF YOUR MESSAGE WITH THIS 
PRODUCTION THAT FIDDLER ON THE ROOF, THE 
SHOW, MUST ALSO CONFRONT THE TENSION BETWEEN 
THE TRADITIONAL PRESENTATION OF THE BELOVED 
MUSICAL AND ITS CONTINUED RELEVANCE TO  
A CHANGING WORLD?
BK: Absolutely. Sometimes we forget that. People think, 
“Oh, it’s such a lovely play and musical. I love the songs.” 
Everyone knows what’s going to happen, and you think, 
“This is harmless, this is kitschy.” The piece itself is set 
in Ukraine. This is where the Russian government, for a 
time, allowed Jews to settle and live and work without 
being able to own the land. But this is all set in what are 
now battlefields. This area for hundreds of years has been 
fought over, abused, trampled through. There are many, 
many ghosts here. When you see the photos of people 
with very similar-looking wagons to Tevye’s and Golde’s 
at the end hauling their possessions—when you stand in 
the Berlin railway station and you see the trains coming 
in from Ukraine daily, from Budapest and Warsaw, with 
mothers and children with tiny amounts of luggage, you 
can’t help but think Fiddler on the Roof is the show for this 
moment. How much more contemporary can you get?  

Fiddler on the Roof (Komische Oper Berlin)
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Beyond the stage, and beyond the boundaries  
that often define opera companies, Lyric is 
igniting creativity across Chicago. Through 
innovative learning opportunities, creative 
exploration, and artistic creation and 
collaboration, Lyric, with your support, 
encourages students, educators, families, 
audiences, and Chicagoans from  
neighborhoods across the city to share 
their voices and embrace the power and 
relevance of opera as a catalyst for growth 
and change.
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A view from the stage at Smyser Elementary, at the final session of an Elementary Opera Residency.



37  |  Lyric Opera of Chicago

Beyond  
the stage
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During the 2021/22 school year, technology allowed for teaching across physical boundaries.

Opera goes back to school

In previous years, Lyric Unlimited has established opera and 
choir residency programs in roughly 30 schools across Chicago —
reaching more than 2,000 students during the 2019/20 school year. 
These programs are often the first introduction to the art form 
for many students, an endeavor LaBarge is incredibly passionate 
about: “I love beginners,” she says. “I love people who are new 
to singing. I love people who think that they have no voice and 
helping them to discover they have a voice.” 

When asked how they felt about Lyric Opera’s in-school 
programming, students shared their enjoyment in waves: “[I liked] 
that we got to be in a safe environment where we can be creative,” 
said one student. “I liked that they taught us to find [the] courage 
to sing,” shared another. Creating a space filled with endless 
opportunities and fostering a willingness to engage is essential 
to the core values of Lyric’s work. “Giving access to the arts, to 
everyone, really creates a sense of possibility,” says LaBarge. 
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Lyric’s Learning & Creative Engagement division, Lyric Unlimited, is 

dedicated to creating educational and community partnerships and 

programs that provide a real, concrete service to learners of all ages 

across Chicago. The 2022/23 Season once again offers a chance 

for Lyric to return to in-person teaching, continuing its commitment to 

partnering with schools across Chicago and our region. Elise LaBarge, 

Lyric’s Learning Programs Manager, recently offered a peek behind the 

curtain into one of the company’s most enriching programs. 
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For many students, the residency program is their first contact with opera.

This process begins with the work of Lyric’s teaching artists. The 
relationship between classroom teachers and teaching artists is 
fundamental, often creating lasting bonds that extend far beyond 
Lyric’s initial involvement. But how does it work? “Teaching 
artistry is a lot of feeling out the room,” says LaBarge. A former 
teaching artist herself, LaBarge is no stranger to adapting to 
classrooms full of boisterous students. Activities like singing, 
acting, and opera education are intentionally left flexible, helping 
to foster connections throughout the classroom. The program 
“expanded my understanding and my students’ understanding 
of the creative process, and opened them up to a new genre,” 
shares one elementary school teacher from the 2021/22 school 
year. Often, through consistent meetings between teachers 
and teaching artists, outside elements can also be incorporated 
into the overall curriculum, supplementing core goals  such as 
teamwork, team-building, and social-emotional learning. 

Even though Lyric’s 2021/22 educational programs were mostly 
virtual, these flexible programs were able to transcend even the 
confines of Zoom to establish successful residencies across 15 Chicago 
schools. Thankfully, Lyric is returning to in-person instruction this 
season, allowing for a new team of teaching artists to continue this 
momentum into the new school year. “Teaching artistry is a lot like a 
performance,” LaBarge explains. “If you’re not getting feedback from 
an audience directly, it’s figuring out other ways to get that feedback, 
and continuing to move the room in a positive direction.” 

Positive direction, indeed. Many classrooms still feel the effects 
of previous partnerships with Lyric today. Jonathan Zielinski, a 
teacher from Drummond Montessori who previously worked with 
LaBarge, replicated Lyric’s residency with an adaptation of Romeo 

and Juliet that his students created and performed. “He was able 
to apply the exercises that I had run with the students in his own 
way. It’s like he became his own teaching artist,” says LaBarge. 

This season, LaBarge most looks forward to being in-person.  
“I’m excited to be back in classrooms!” she says. “That, to me, is 
just everything we’ve wanted.” Although Lyric had great success 
with its virtual residencies, there’s nothing quite like the vibrant 
energy of an in-person classroom learning about opera for the 
first time. “I just can’t wait to see everyone in the room together, 
learning alongside one another, and being creative,” says LaBarge. 

Typically, an elementary residency lasts for a Fall or Spring 
semester, with teaching artists working closely alongside 
classroom teachers at least once a week as they plan a lesson for 
the duration of one full class period. Fondly referred to as “opera 
class” by students, each lesson begins with icebreakers and name 
games, then shifts into warm ups with movement, encouraging 
students to get active. Students will then transition into vocal 
exercises and improvisation. Finally, their lessons culminate  
in art-making, such as writing dialogue, creating different 
characters, and potentially creating their own opera. 

Not only is art-making significant for students and their 
development, but LaBarge herself continues to be motivated by 
Lyric’s impact and community. Reflecting on the final performance 
of Cook Elementary’s residency with Lyric, LaBarge fondly 
remembers “two classrooms of 3rd grade performers and 
audience members—including parents and siblings of the  
performers—were singing and dancing together. It was a 
beautiful sight!”  
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To keep opera a must-see, must-hear experience,  
the art form needs outstanding artists who can 
convey through singing and acting the emotional 
range and engaging storytelling that are opera’s 
hallmarks. Lyric, through The Patrick G. and  
Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center, identifies 
exceptionally talented emerging artists from 
around the world and provides them with 
comprehensive training and performance 
opportunities. On the world’s stages, the  
Center’s impressive roster of alumni continually 
proves the value of training at Lyric.

Standing L-R: Kathryn Henry, Donald Lee III, Ian Rucker, Ron Dukes, Katherine DeYoung, Alejandro Luévanos, Denis Vélez
Sitting L-R: Lunga Eric Hallam, Laureano Quant, Ryan Capozzo, Martin Luther Clark, Lindsey Reynolds, Wm. Clay Thompson, Chris Reynolds
Front L-R: Luther H. Lewis III, Tess Naval
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Sopranos
Kathryn Henry
Lindsey Reynolds
Denis Vélez

Mezzo-soprano
Katherine DeYoung

Tenors
Ryan Capozzo
Martin Luther Clark
Lunga Eric Hallam
Alejandro Luévanos 

Baritones
Laureano Quant
Ian Rucker

Basses
Ron Dukes
Wm. Clay Thompson

Conductor/Pianist
Donald Lee III

Pianist
Chris Reynolds

Director
Luther H. Lewis III

Stage Manager
Tess Naval

Ryan Opera 
Center
The 2022/23 Ryan Opera Center Ensemble
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LAURA WILDE
Previously at Lyric: Eight roles since 2013/14, most recently Chlöe/The Queen of Spades 
(2019/20), Ortlinde/Die Walküre (2017/18). Also this season: Ellen Orford/Peter Grimes, 
The Metropolitan Opera; title role/Tosca, Arizona Opera and Opera Theatre of Saint Louis.

It’s hard to put into words how grateful I am for my time in the Ryan Opera Center. I flew in for 
the Final Auditions, a mezzo beginning the transition to soprano, having no idea what would 
come of the audition. I’m so deeply thankful that the Ryan Opera Center took a chance on me 
and helped me through the tumultuous experience of switching voice types. Everyone in the 
company was encouraging and helpful as I worked through the change and discovered my 
new soprano instrument. The entire Ryan Opera Center team as well as other administrators, 
patrons, and mainstage colleagues made my time at Lyric extremely memorable and invaluable 
to my launch into the opera world. Having been blessed with many professional opportunities 
since then, I remain grateful to call Lyric Opera of Chicago home.

Levi Hernandez
Manon Lescaut
North Carolina 
Opera

Emily Magee
Lohengrin
Oper Leipzig

Leroy Davis 
Il barbiere di 
Siviglia
Florentine Opera

Administration
Dan Novak
 Director, The Ryan Opera Center 

Board Endowed Chair

Craig Terry
 Music Director
 The Jannotta Family Endowed 

Chair

Julia Faulkner
 Director of Vocal Studies
 Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation

Renée Fleming
 Advisor

Susanna McNatt
 Manager

Annika Donnen
 Associate Librarian

Faculty
Julia Faulkner
 Vocal Instruction
 Robert and Ellen Marks Ryan 

Opera Center Vocal Studies 
Program Endowment, in memory 
of Gianna Rolandi

Deborah Birnbaum
Sir Andrew Davis
Renée Fleming
Enrique Mazzola
Gerald Martin Moore
Patricia Racette
 Guest Master Artists

William C. Billingham
Alan Darling
Laurann Gilley
Jonathan Gmeinder

Noah Lindquist
Celeste Rue
Eric Weimer
 Coaching Staff

Emanuele Andrizzi
 Conducting Instruction

Isabelle Druc
Julia Savoie Klein
Derek Matson
Klára Moldová
Sharon Peterson
Alessandra Visconti
 Foreign Language Instruction

August Tye
 Movement Instruction

Orit Carpenter
Beth Clayton
 Performance Psychology

Roger Pines
 Guest Lecturer and Consultant

Katrina Bachus
Rachel A. Tobias
 Production Mentors

Artistic/Production Personnel
Enrique Mazzola
Stefano Sarzani
 Conductors

Kristine McIntyre
 Director

Peggy Stenger
Bill Walters
 Stage Managers

PROGRAM STAFF

THIS SEASON

Ryan Opera  
Center alumni  
around the world
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Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official Airline, American Airlines, 

and acknowledges support from the Illinois Arts Council Agency.

Lyric’s presentation of West Side Story is generously made possible by Lead Sponsor  

The Negaunee Foundation with additional support from The Davee Foundation and Bank of America.

BERNSTEIN/SONDHEIM/ROBBINS/LAURENTS

Featuring favorites “Tonight,”  
“Maria,” “America,” and more

June 2 - 25, 2023
lyricopera.org/WSS

Tickets from $39
lyricopera.org

Join us for the best of 
opera and Broadway

Don Carlos
Nov. 9 - 25, 2022

Le Comte Ory
Nov. 13 - 26, 2022

The Factotum
Feb. 3 - 12, 2023
Performed at the Harris Theater

Carmen
Mar. 11 - Apr. 7, 2023

Proximity
Mar. 24 - Apr. 8, 2023

West Side Story
Jun. 3 - 25, 2023

Hansel & Gretel
Jan. 25 - Feb. 5, 2023



With the generous support of individuals and  
organizations, Lyric is leading the advancement  
of opera in America—continually advancing 
artistic excellence, increasing relevance and 
reach for both traditional and new audiences, 
engaging our diverse communities through 
signature learning and exploration initiatives, 
and expanding our role as a cultural cornerstone  
in Chicago. You are our partners in this 
important shared enterprise—and we 
sincerely thank you.
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Thank you for 
your support
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Bravissimi 

We gratefully acknowledge the members of the Lyric family who have 
contributed a total of $1 million+ throughout the history of the company. 
Lyric thrives due to the incredible generosity of these individuals, 
foundations, and corporations.

$50,000,000+
The Facilities Fund of Lyric Opera of Chicago and 

Chicago Symphony Orchestra, John H. Bryan°, James 
W. Cozad°, H. Laurance Fuller, and Patrick G. Ryan

$30,000,000+
Nancy W. Knowles°

$15,000,000+
Patrick G. & Shirley Welsh Ryan

$10,000,000+
Julie & Roger Baskes 
The Chicago Community Trust
J. Thomas Hurvis & Ann Andersen  

and the Caerus Foundation
Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust  

and The Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
National Endowment for the Arts
The Negaunee Foundation

$7,500,000+
Anonymous 
The Crown Family
Sonia Florian
Julius Frankel Foundation
Martha Jacobshagen°
John D. & Alexandra C. Nichols
Anne & Chris Reyes

$5,000,000+
Abbott Fund
Anonymous (4)
Ameritech/SBC/AT&T

Stefan Edlis° & Gael Neeson
Gramma Fisher Foundation of Marshalltown, Iowa
Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross
Illinois Arts Council Agency
Irma Parker°
The Kiphart Family
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The Monument Trust (UK)
Sidney L. & Bettie B. Port°
Earl & Brenda Shapiro Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Vance

$2,500,000+
American Airlines
Anonymous (3)
Aon
Mrs. A. Watson Armour°
Boston Consulting Group
Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin
Henry & Gilda Buchbinder Family
Carolyn S. Bucksbaum
The Butler Family Foundation
Challenge III Fund – Government
City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs  

and Special Events
Nelson D. Cornelius°
Mr.° & Mrs. John V. Crowe
The Davee Foundation
Mrs. Mary B. Galvin
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. William B. Graham°
Howard L. Gottlieb & Barbara G. Greis
The Grainger Foundation
John R. Halligan Charitable Fund 
Invesco QQQ
ITW
The Edgar D. Jannotta Family
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Mr.° & Mrs. Fred A. Krehbiel
Josef & Margot Lakonishok
Fred MacDougal° & Nancy Lauter McDougal
Malott Family Foundation
Mazza Foundation
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel
Northern Trust
PwC
Daniel F. & Ada L. Rice Foundation
Dr. Scholl Foundation
Clarke and Adine Stayman Trusts
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation
Howard A. Stotler°
Mrs. Herbert A. Vance°
Cynthia Wood°

$1,000,000+
Katherine A. Abelson
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Anonymous (3)
Walter F. Bandi° & Elsa E. Bandi°
Bank of America and Merrill Lynch
Baxter International Inc.
James N. & Laurie V. Bay
Marlys A. Beider
BMO Harris Bank
The Brinson Foundation
Bulley & Andrews
Marion A. Cameron-Gray
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation
Mr.° & Mrs. James W. Cozad
Joanne Toor Cummings°
The Edgar Foster Daniels Foundation
Deutsche Bank
Exelon
Maxine P. & W. James Farrell
Elaine Frank°
Richard° & Barbara Franke
Brena & Lee A. Freeman, Sr. Charitable Association
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Ambassador & Mrs. Ronald Jay Gidwitz
Ethel & William Gofen
Sue & Melvin Gray.
The Harris Family Foundation
Harold Hartshorne, Jr.°

Mr. & Mrs. Ben W. Heineman°
Walter E. Heller Foundation
H. Earl & Miriam U. Hoover°
Jenner & Block
Kemper Educational & Charitable Fund
Kirkland & Ellis Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Sanfred Koltun
Kraft Foods
Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel & John H. Krehbiel, Jr.
LaSalle Bank
Anne P. Lederer Research Institute
Arthur B. Logan°
Jim° & Kay Mabie
Brooks and Hope McCormick Foundation
Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick  

Family Foundation
Robert R. McCormick Trust
Jim° & Vicki Mills/Jon & Lois Mills
Robert & Susan Morrison
Richard M. Morrow°
Allan & Elaine Muchin
Jerome and Elaine Nerenberg Foundation
Susan & Nick Noyes/Make It Better Media Group
Nuveen Investments
Gregory O’Leary & Patricia Kenney Household
David & Sheila Ormesher
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Osborn
I.A. O’Shaughnessy Foundation
Peer & Sarah Pedersen°
Polk Bros. Foundation
Prince Charitable Trusts
Mrs. Jay A. Pritzker
The Regenstein Foundation
Lloyd E. Rigler - Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation
Harry A. Root, Jr.°
Sara Lee Foundation
Rose L. Shure° & Sidney N. Shure°
Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom °
The Wallace Foundation
Lois L. Ward°
Roberta L. Washlow & Robert J. Washlow
Robert & Floretta Weiss
Bernard E. Williams Trust
Zell Family Foundation

° Deceased
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Production sponsors

Lyric is grateful for our 2022/23 Season production sponsors.

Lyric’s 2022/23 Season is presented by 

ERNANI
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+ 

Patricia A. Kenney & Gregory J. O’Leary.

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
Lead Sponsor: The Negaunee Foundation 
Gramma Fisher Foundation of Marshalltown, Iowa
The Zell Family Foundation
Marlys A. Beider
The Davee Foundation

The Harris Family Foundation
Lori Ann Komisar and Morris Silverman
Randy L. & Melvin R.* Berlin
Ethel & William Gofen

DON CARLOS
Presenting Sponsors: Julie & Roger Baskes
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+
Josef & Margot Lakonishok
Sonia Florian 
The Julius Frankel Foundation

LE COMTE ORY
Alice & John Butler+
H. Gael Neeson+
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+ 

HANSEL AND GRETEL

THE FACTOTUM
Ford Foundation
Roberta L. & Robert J. Washlow
John R. and Grace K. Stanek Charitable Fund 
Gene & Jean Stark

Bill & Orli Staley Foundation
Mary Stowell

CARMEN 

Liz Stiffel
The Lauter McDougal Charitable Fund

PROXIMITY

WEST SIDE STORY
Lead Sponsor: The Negaunee Foundation
The Davee Foundation
Bank of America

To learn more about Lyric sponsorship opportunities, please visit lyricopera.org/support-lyric/major-investments/production-sponsorships

°Deceased

Additional support for Lyric’s 2022/23 Season is generously provided by the Production Circle. 

+ Enrique Circle
The Enrique Circle is composed of Lyric’s most 

dedicated supporters who are committed to 
championing Maestro Enrique Mazzola’s exciting 
artistic vision and legacy.
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PHOTOS: KYLE FLUBACKER

The music continues  
after the curtain falls

Explore virtual performances,  
behind-the-scenes content and  
more at lyricopera.org.  
 
Follow us on social @LyricOpera
for the latest content

theßrightness ofLight

PHOTOS: LAWRENCE K HO/LA OPERALyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official Airline, American Airlines, 

and acknowledges support from the Illinois Arts Council Agency. 

RENÉE FLEMING & ROD GILFRY

Saturday, October 8, 2022 at 7:30pm

Experience a Chicago premiere by Pulitzer Prize winner Kevin Puts 
followed by a delightful selection of Broadway favorites. 

Tickets from $35. Secure your seats today.

lyricopera.org/brightness
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Join a community of friendly 
and enthusiastic arts lovers who 
are forging the future of opera.

Support Lyric Opera of Chicago
lyricopera.org/donatenow
312.827.3500

Photo: Kyle Flubacker
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Join a community of friendly 
and enthusiastic arts lovers who 
are forging the future of opera.

Support Lyric Opera of Chicago
lyricopera.org/donatenow
312.827.3500

Photo: Kyle Flubacker

Supporting our future—
endowments at Lyric
As a perpetual fund that annually distributes a designated portion  
of earnings and investment income, endowments provide a steady  
source of funding so Lyric can be a leader in the opera world— 
now and into the future. 

LYRIC ENDOWED CHAIRS 
Supports Established by
Chorus Master Howard A. Stotler
Concertmaster Mrs. R. Robert Funderburg, 

      in honor of Sally Funderburg
Costume Designer Richard P. and Susan Kiphart
General Director The Women’s Board,  

     in loving memory 
      of Ardis Krainik
Lighting Director Mary-Louise and James S. Aagaard, 
      in honor of Duane Schuler
Music Director John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols
Production and Technical  Allan and Elaine Muchin
 Director+ 
Wigmaster and Makeup  Marlys A. Beider, in loving 
 Designer+    memory of Harold Beider
Ryan Opera Center Director The Ryan Opera Center Board
Ryan Opera Center Edgar D. Jannotta Family
 Music Director

LYRIC PRODUCTION ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Supports Established by
Baroque Operas Anonymous
Bel Canto Operas+ Mr. and Mrs. William H. Redfield
French Operas W. James and Maxine P. Farrell
German Operas Irma Parker
Italian Operas NIB Foundation
Mozart Operas Regenstein Foundation,  

     in honor of Ruth Regenstein
Puccini Operas+ Mary Patricia Gannon
Verdi Operas Guild Board
Wagner Operas Anonymous

LYRIC ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Sarah and A. Watson Armour III Endowment
Shirley and Benjamin Gould Endowment
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Endowment
Public Engagement Endowment Fund

DISCOVER LYRIC ENDOWMENT FUNDS
The Grainger Foundation, for the NEXT program

RYAN OPERA CENTER ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Dr. C. Bekerman Endowment+

Thomas Doran Endowment+

Boyd Edmonston & Edward Warro Endowment+

James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer Endowment+

H. Earl and Miriam U. Hoover Endowment Fund
J. Thomas Hurvis Endowment Fund,  

in memory of Richard P. Kiphart
Robert and Ellen Marks Ryan Opera Center Vocal Studies Program, 

in memory of Gianna Rolandi+

Lois B. Siegel Endowment+

Joanne Silver Endowment+

Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk Endowment+

LYRIC UNLIMITED — LEARNING AND CREATIVE 
ENGAGEMENT ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Katherine A. Abelson Education Endowment
The Chapters’ Education Endowment, in memory of Alfred Glasser
George F. and Linda L. Brusky Youth Education Endowment+

James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer Endowment+

Dr. C. Bekerman Endowment+

Raynette and Ned Boshell Endowment

With Major Support provided 
from the Nancy W. Knowles Student 
and Family Performances Fund
During her lifetime, Carol Fox Award recipient 
Nancy Knowles generously invested her 
time, talents, and leadership to advance Lyric 

through her membership on the Board of Directors, Executive 
Committee, and Guild Board. In recognition of her extraordinary gift 
to the Campaign for Excellence, Lyric named the Nancy W. Knowles 
Lobby in 2007. Later, Nancy made a significant gift in support 
of the Breaking New Ground Campaign, creating the Nancy W. 
Knowles Student and Family Performances Fund, which she secured 
by including Lyric as a beneficiary of her estate—a remarkable 
continuation of her lifetime generosity. Lyric will forever be grateful 
for Nancy’s extraordinary generosity and for creating a fund through 
her thoughtful gift planning that will support children and family 
programming at Lyric for years to come.

+ Future Planned Gift  These donors have named Lyric in their will, trust, IRA, or other planned giving possibilities to establish an endowment fund in their name to support Lyric, its programs, 

and positions forever. Learn how to leave a lasting legacy by contacting Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning, at 312.827.5655 or email mbiver@lyricopera.org.



The Ardis Krainik Society

PASSION...
Pass it on.

To learn more about leaving a lasting legacy at Lyric, 
please contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning 
mbiver@lyricopera.org  |  312.827.5655
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“Lyric performances are our nirvana. What emerges 
from the singing, orchestra, sets, lights, dancing, 
and acting is important to thrive and be shared. 
That’s why we are leaving a legacy gift to Lyric —  
so that future generations may experience the 
ecstasy of grand opera.
Ron & Peggy Beata
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ARIA BENEFACTORS
Lyric would like to acknowledge 
the extraordinary philanthropy 
of the following individuals who 
have made significant legacy 
commitments of $1,000,000 or more 
and who comprise the Aria 
Benefactors of the Ardis Krainik 
Society. 

Anonymous Donors (5)
Paul & Mary Anderson  

Family Foundation
Marlys A. Beider
Dr. C. Bekerman
Dr. Gerald & Mrs. Linda Budzik 
Christopher Carlo &  

Robert Chaney
David° & Orit Carpenter
Robert F. Finke
Amanda & Matthew Fox
Diane Marie Tkach &  

James F. Freundt   
Mary Patricia Gannon
James K. Genden &  

Alma Koppedraijer
Bruce A. Gober, M.D. &  

Donald H. Ratner°
Howard Gottlieb
Sue & Melvin Gray
Dr. Petra B. Krauledat &  

Dr. W. Peter Hansen
Philip G. Lumpkin
John Nigh
Julia Pernet
Lyn & Bill Redfield
Richard Ryan
Lois B. Siegel  
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Willson
Rabbi Larry° & JoAnne  

Johnson Winer  
Stephen R. Winters &  

Don D. Curtis    
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak &  

James C. Kemmer
Drs. Russ & Joan Zajtchuk
Anne Zenzer

SOCIETY MEMBERS
Anonymous Donors (148) 
Mrs. James S. Aagaard°
Valerie & Joseph Abel
Louise Abrahams
Richard Abram & Paul Chandler
Carol A. Abrioux

Dr. Whitney Addington
Ginny Alberts-Johnson &  

Lance Johnson
Carl H. & Cynthia Albright
Judy L. Allen
Louise E. Anderson
Catherine Aranyi
L. Robert Artoe
Bert Badillo
Richard N. Bailey
David Gerald Baker
Susann Ball
Randolph & Lorraine Barba 
Margaret Basch
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Beata
Mrs. Bill Beaton
Martha Bell
Daniel J. Bender
Lynn Bennett
Julie Anne Benson
Charles E. & Nancy T. Berg
Joan Israel Berger
Barbara Bermudez
Susan Bernstein
Kyle & Marge Bevers
Patrick J. Bitterman
M. J. Black & Mr. C Lancy
Richard Blackwell
Dr. Debra Zahay Blatz
Merrill & Judy Blau
Ann Blickensderfer
D. Jeffrey & Joan H. Blumenthal
Marlene R. Boncosky
Mr. & Mrs. John Jay Borland
Ned & Raynette Boshell
David Boyce
Dr. & Mrs. Boone Brackett
Christine & Paul Branstad  

Family Foundation
Robert & Phyllis Brauer
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
Candace Broecker Loftus
Daniel A. & Leona B. Bronstein
Carol & Alan Brookes
Kathryn Y. Brown
Richard M. & Andrea J. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Edward H. Bruske III
George F. & Linda L. Brusky
Steven & Helen Buchanan
Dr. Gerald & Mrs. Linda Budzik
Lisa Bury
John E. & Alice Butler
Robert J. Callahan
Amy & Paul Carbone
Patrick Vincent Casali
Esther Charbit

Jeffrey K. Chase, J.D.
Ramona Choos
J. Salvatore L. Cianciolo
Heinke Clark
Robert & Margery Coen
Elaine Collina
Peter & Beverly Conroy
Sharon Conway
Sarah J. Cooney
Dr. W. Gene Corley Family
Joseph E. Corrigan
Paul T. & Elaine D. Cottey
Una Creditor
Barbara L. Dean
Phyllis Diamond
Roger & Linelle Dickinson
Ms. Janet E. Diehl
Mr. & Mrs. William S. Dillon
Catherine R. DiNapoli
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard J. Dobroski
Thomas M. Dolan
Mary Louise Duhamel
Kathleen Dunn
Roma Krystyna Dybalski
Richard L. Eastline
Carol A. Eastman
Judy Eckberg
Boyd Edmonston & Edward Warro 

Endowment Fund
Lucy A. Elam,  

in memory of Elizabeth Elam
Mr. & Mrs. Don Elleman
Cherelynn A. Elliott
Terrence M. W. Ellsworth
Dr. James A. Eng
La & Philip Engel
Susanna & Helmut Epp
Erika E. Erich
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Ericson
Dr. & Mrs. James Ertle
Ms. Mary T. Ethier
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
Martha L. Faulhaber
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Y. Feng
Felicia Finkelman
Jack M. & Marsha S. Firestone
Eloise C. Foster
Barbara Gail Franch
James Victor Franch
Patricia & Maurice J. Frank
Richard J. Franke
Ms. Susan Frankel
Thomas H. Franks, Ph.D.
Allen J. Frantzen
Penny & John E. Freund
Dr. Paul Froeschl

Marie & Gregory Fugiel
Sheilah Purcell Garcia, Lady Witton
George & Mary Ann Gardner
Scott P. George
Melinda E. Gibson, MD,  

in memory of Sylvia M. Morrison
Norden S. Gilbert
John F. Gilmore
Michael Goldberger
Mr. & Mrs. Delmon Grapes
Rick Greenman
Dr. J. Brian Greis
James R. Grimes
Patricia Grogan
Carolyn Hallman
Carl J. Halperin
Mr. Edwin Hanlon
Miss Patricia O. Hanlon
Ms. Geraldine Haracz
Mary Kathryn Hartigan
Julian W. Harvey
Andrew Hatchell
William P. Hauworth
Dr. & Mrs. David J. Hayden
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
Josephine E. Heindel
Allen W. Heinemann &  

William Borden
Mary Mako Helbert
Carla Carstens & Theodore Herr
Stephanie & Allen Hochfelder
Mrs. Marion Hoffman
Stephen D. Holmes
Edith A. Holst
Mary & Jim Houston
H. Eileen Howard &  

Marshall Weinberg
Sarah & William Hufford
Kenneth N. Hughes
Michael Huskey
Cpt. Bernardo Iorgulescu, USMC 

Memorial Fund
Merle Jacob
J. Jeffrey Jaglois
Edgar D. Jannotta
Stanley J. Janowiak
Dr. & Mrs. Todd & Peggy Janus
Barbara Joabson
Diane & Alan Johnson
John Arthur Johnson
Nancy Johnson Vazzano
Ronald B. Johnson
Roy A. & Sarah C. Johnson
Barbara Mair Jones
Janet Jones

Gift planning at Lyric
Ardis Krainik Society at Lyric | This group consists of dedicated supporters who 
have designated a special gift through their will, trust, IRA, or other planned giving 
arrangements to benefit Lyric into the future. 

The Ardis Krainik Society

PASSION...
Pass it on.

To learn more about leaving a lasting legacy at Lyric, 
please contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning 
mbiver@lyricopera.org  |  312.827.5655
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“Lyric performances are our nirvana. What emerges 
from the singing, orchestra, sets, lights, dancing, 
and acting is important to thrive and be shared. 
That’s why we are leaving a legacy gift to Lyric —  
so that future generations may experience the 
ecstasy of grand opera.
Ron & Peggy Beata

°Deceased
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Mr. Theodore Kalogeresis
Wayne S. & Lenore M. Kaplan
Kerma & John Karoly
Kenneth Kelling
Chuck & Kathy Killman
Diana Hunt King
Neil King
R. William Klein, Jr.
Laura & LeRoy Klemt
J. Peter Kline
Helen Kohr
Susan Kryl
Edward & Adrienne Kolb
Barbara A. Kummerer,  

in memory of Thomas H. 
Kummerer

Carol & John Kunze
Mary S. Kurz
Larry Lapidus
Barbara K. Larsen
Angela Larson &  

Bamshad Mobasher
Thomas & Annelise Lawson
Henrietta Leary
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew O. Lewicky
Pamela Forbes Lieberman
Mrs. Paul Lieberman

Carole F. Liebson
Carol L. Linne
Doris C. Lorz
Carolyn Lovering
Carlotta & Ronald Lucchesi
Dorette P. S. Luke
William & Terry Maher
James C. & Suzette M. Mahneke
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Malatesta
Jeanne Randall Malkin
Ann Chassin Mallow
Jennifer J. Malpass
Dr. & Mrs. Karl Lee Manders
Allison R. Manley
Daniel T. Manoogian
Mrs. John Jay Markham
Daniel F Marselle
Judy Marth
Dr. Christine Winter Massie &  

Mr. James Massie
Michael P. Mayer
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
Michael M. & Diane Mazurczak
Mrs. David McCandless
James G. & Laura G. McCormick
Gia & Paul McDermott
Nancy Lauter McDougal

Blythe Jaski McGarvie
William F. McHugh
Leoni Zverow McVey &  

Bill McVey
Martina M. Mead
Mr. & Mrs. Leland V. Meader
Bill Melamed
Dr. & Mrs. Jack L. Melamed
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Mesrobian
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Meyers
Barbara Terman Michaels
Margaret & Craig Milkint
Gerry M. Miller
Michael Miller & Sheila Naughten
Susan M. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Miller
Edward S. & Barbara L. Mills
Martha A. Mills
Vlasta A. “Vee” Minarich
David & Justine K. Mintzer
BettyAnn Mocek &  

Adam R. Walker
Robert & Lois Moeller
Dr. Virginia Saft Mond
Drs. Bill & Elaine Moor
Allan & Elaine Muchin
Julia Garrofe Munoz

Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Murphy
Ms. Diana K. Myers
Tom Myles
David J. & Dolores D. Nelson
John H. Nelson
Edward & Gayla Nieminen
Zehava L. Noah
Florence C. Norstrom
Renate P. Norum
Patricia A. Noska
Linda Moses Novak
Margo & Michael Oberman
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Olson
David & Sheila Ormesher
Jonathan Orser
Gerald L. Padbury
John & Dawn Palmer
Joan L. Pantsios
Robert W. Parsons, M.D.
George R. Paterson
Donald Peck
George Pepper, M.D
Sunday & Charles Perry
Susanne P. Petersson
Shirley Pfenning
Genevieve M. Phelps
Karen & Dick Pigott

Invest in your community
Give your company brand visibility and showcase your commitment to 

a rich and vibrant quality of life: sponsor performances and programs 

at one of Chicago’s most prestigious performing arts organizations. 

Corporate sponsorships support Lyric in creating groundbreaking 

community experiences—while increasing the gravitational pull of our 

art form, our company, and our city.

GET IN TOUCH
Chelsea Lauing | Philanthropy Officer - Institutional Partnerships

clauing@lyricopera.org     312.827.5762

Photo: Kyle Flubacker
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For more information about becoming an Ardis Krainik Society member and the related levels and benefits associated 
contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning, at 312.827.5655 or mbiver@lyricopera.org.

Robert M. Pine
Louis A. Pitschmann &  

Lillian A. Clark
John J. W. Plampin
Drs. Alan & Carol Pohl
Ms. Lois Polakoff
Kenneth Porrello & Sherry McFall
D. Elizabeth Price
Nathaniel W. Pusey
Dr. Sondra C. Rabin
Roberta Lyn Anderson Rains
Dorothy V. Ramm
Linda Raschke
Christina Rashid
Mr. & Mrs. Keith A. Reed
Michael & Susan “Holly” Reiter
Evelyn R. Richer
Jennie M. Righeimer
Charles & Marilynn Rivkin
Carol Roberts
Mary Raffetto-Robins
Jadwiga Roguska-Kyts, M.D.,  

in memory of Robert Kyts
Sylvie Romanowski
James & Janet Rosenbaum
J. Kenneth & Susan T. Rosko
Chatka Ruggiero
Joseph C. Russo
Dennis Ryan
Louise M. Ryssmann
Eugene Rzym,  

in memory of Adaline Rzym
David Sachs
Suzanne & William Samuels
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Schaeffer
Mary T. Schafer
Mrs. Philip H. Schaff, Jr.
Douglas M. Schmidt
Franklin Schmidt
Martha P. Schneider
Ms. Frances A. Schrader
Donald Seibert
Lois B. Siegel
Sandra Shane-DuBow
Sherie Coren Shapiro
Charles Chris Shaw
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon M. Shaw
David Shayne
Jared Shlaes
Joanne Silver
Mr. Andrew Barry Simmons & 

Mitchell Loewenthal-Grassini
Ilene Simmons
Larry G. Simpson
Dr. Ira Singer
Margles Singleton
Thomas G. Sinkovic
Craig Sirles
Norman & Mirella Smith
Mr. Reeves E. Smith

Joan M. Solbeck
Mary Soleiman
Philip & Sylvia Spertus
Ms. Gay K. Stanek 
James Staples
Sherie B. Stein
J. Allyson Stern
Lisbeth Cherniack Stiffel
Mr. & Mrs. James P. Stirling
Carol A. Stitzer
Clara Basch Stone
Dr. & Mrs. Peter W. Stonebraker
Mary Stowell
Daniel & Norene Stucka
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn L. Stuffers
Emily J. Su
Sherwin A. Swartz
Mr. Charles A. Tausche
Mr. & Mrs. John C. Telander
Cheryl Lorelle Thaxton
L. Kristofer Thomsen
Carla M. Thorpe
Karen Hletko Tiersky
Myron Tiersky
Jacqueline Tilles
Lawrence E. Timmins
Mrs. William C. Tippens
Virginia Tobiason
Paula Turner
Robert & Gloria Turner
Paul & Judith Tuszynski
Ultmann Family Charitable 

Remainder Unitrust
Mrs. Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Cynthia Vahlkamp & Robert Kenyon 

Charitable Trust
Mike & Mary Valeanu
Marlene A. Van Skike
Lorraine & Dave Vander Ark
David J. Varnerin
Raita Vilnins
Malcolm V. Vye, M.D.
Albert Walavich
Darcy Lynn Walker
Gary T. Walther
Albert Wang
Barbara M. Wanke
Louella Krueger Ward
Karl Wechter
Patricia M. Wees
Claude M. Weil
Eric Weimer & Edwin Hanlon
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Weinberg
Joan & Marco Weiss
Joanna L. Weiss
Mrs. Robert G. Weiss
Mrs. Melville W. Wendell
Sandra Wenner
Caroline C. Wheeler
Jane B. White

Claudia Winkler
Nora Winsberg
Mr. David Winter
Florence Winters
Brien & Cathy Wloch
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wood II
Mrs. William Wunder
Daniel R. Zillmann

ESTATE GIFTS
The following estates have 
generously provided gifts of 
bequests and other planned gifts 
to Lyric. Due to space limitations, 
listings include only planned 
gifts received in the past three 
years. With deepest regards, Lyric 
commemorates and remembers 
those departed Lyric patrons who 
have honored us with these most 
profound commitments.

Donald Alderman
Judith Anderson
Mrs. Roger Anderson
Dorothy Avedisian
Constance & Liduina Barbantini
Dr. Michael O. Blackman
Dr. Gregory L. Boshart
Judy Bober
Joan Brugger
Jacqueline Brumlik
Dr. Mary Louise Hirsh Burger &  

Mr. William Burger
Terry J. Burgeson 
Muriel A. Burnet
Wiley Caldwell
June Choate
Ellen Clasen
Ellen Cole Charitable  

Remainder Trust
Colman Family Foundation
Ross & Vivian Conner Trusts
Barbara Coussement
Mrs. Campbell de Frise
Ellen Clasen
Marjorie Louise DeBoos
Barbara K. DeCoster
Victoria Defty
George Devron
Azile Dick
Thomas Doran
Edward Elisberg
Joseph R. Ender
Nadine Ferguson
Darlene & Kenneth Fiske
Roy Fisher
Rhoda & Henry Frank
Thomas Frisch

Mrs. John Wilburn Garland
Lyle Gillman
Robert D. Gray
Mary Elizabeth Mako Helbert
Elsie Heyler
John Edward Hollender
Rebecca Jarabak
Judy Jasper
Laurence P. Johnson
Dr. Anne Juhasz
Stuart Kane
Bernice Kao
Robert & Jeanne Kapoun
Paul R. Keske
Esther Klatz
Nancy W. Knowles
Karen J. Kuehner
Ruth L. Labitzke
Sarrah & Sadie Lapinsky
Dr. William R. Lawrence
Rosalie Loeding
Arthur B. Logan
Hugo Lorenz
Dr. Alexis W. Maier Trust
Iris Maiter
Bella G. Malis
Robert Marks
Dr. Jack Melamed
Susan Messinger
J. Clifford Moos
Rosemary Murgas  

Charitable Living Trust
Dolores Nelson
Sydelle F. Nelson
Louis A. Nyman
Irma Parker
Dr. Frances Pietch
Charles Putnam
Sherrie Kahn Reddick
Mary Lee Reed
Joan Richards
Richard P. Schieler
Lois Schmidt
Caroline Seabright
Del Snow
Elaine Soter
Franklin R. St. Lawrence
Barry Sullivan
Janis Sullivan
Peggy Sullivan
Miriam Swanson
David Thurn
Dorothy Vance
Joseph & Elizabeth Walczak
Josephine V. Wallace
Marilee Wehman
Caroline Wheeler
Max & Joyce Wildman
Paul & Virginia Wilcox
Rita A. Zralek

°Deceased
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VIRTUOSO CIRCLE BENEFACTORS
$75,000 to $99,999

Corporate partnership
Lyric appreciates the generosity of its corporate partners.

ARTIST CIRCLE BENEFACTOR
$25,000 to $34,999

ARIA SOCIETY
$1,000,000 and above

$500,000 to $999,999

$100,000 to $249,999

MAESTRO CIRCLE BENEFACTORS
$50,000 to $74,999

COMPOSER CIRCLE BENEFACTORS
$35,000 to $49,999

$250,000 to $499,999
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To learn more about corporate partnership opportunities, please contact Chelsea Lauing,  
Philanthropy Officer - Institutional Partnerships at clauing@lyricopera.org or 312.827.5762. 

This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by July 1, 2022.

PREMIER PATRONS 
$15,000 to $24,999
Exelon
McMaster-Carr Supply 

Company
Wintrust Community Banks

DISTINGUISHED 
PATRONS 
$10,000 to $14,999
Amsted Industries Foundation 
Baird
Crowe LLP
Italian Village Restaurants
KPMG LLP
Mayer Brown LLP

PATRONS 
$5,000 to $9,999
BNSF Railway Foundation
Chicago Title and Trust 

Company Foundation
FIfth Third Bank
Sahara Enterprises, Inc.

PARTNERS 
$4,000 to $4,999
Howard & Howard Attorneys 

PLLC
Michuda Construction, Inc.

DEVOTEES 
$3,000 to $3,999
American Agricultural 

Insurance Company

ADVOCATES 
$2,000 to $2,999
Innis Law Group
Old Republic International 

Corporation
Shure Incorporated
Skadden

AFICIONADOS 
$1,000 to $1,999
Concierge Unlimited 

International
Bumper Lanes Marketing

MATCHING GIFTS
AbbVie
Allstate Giving Campaign
Bank of America Foundation
Benevity Community Impact 

Fund
Boston Consulting Group
BP Matching Funds Programs
Caterpillar Foundation Inc.
Charityvest
Cybergrants
Emerson Electric Company
Exelon Foundation
GE Foundation
HSBC - North America
IBM Corporation
ITW Foundation
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Kirkland & Ellis
John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation
Motorola Foundation
Network for Good
Peoples Gas
PepsiCo Foundation
PNC Foundation
Polk Bros. Foundation
Salesforce
Synchrony Bank
TIFF Charitable Foundation
United Way Metro Chicago
US Bank
W. W. Grainger, Inc.
William Blair
YourCause

SPECIAL THANKS
American Airlines for its 40 
year partnership as the Official 
Airline of Lyric Opera of 
Chicago.

Willkie Farr & Gallagher and 
Craig C. Martin, Chairman, 
Midwest, for the firm’s pro 
bono legal services throughout 
the year.

Warner Classics as the Official 
Education and Promotion 
Music Provider.

IN-KIND GIFTS
American Airlines, Inc.
Brush Creek Ranch
Coco Pazzo
Crain-Maling Foundation
Dentons US LLP
Fellowes, Inc.
Shure Incorporated

Lyric Opera of Chicago 
acknowledges support from 
the Illinois Arts Council 
Agency.

Lyric Opera of Chicago is a 
member of OPERA America.
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Annual individual  
and foundation support

Lyric recognizes and appreciates gifts to its operating campaign 
made by generous individuals, foundations, and government 
organizations. Their continued support is vital. 

Julie and Roger Baskes

Patrick G. & Shirley Welsh Ryan

ARIA SOCIETY
$1,000,000 and above

$500,000 to $999,999

The Butler Family Foundation  
John & Alice Butler

Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel J. Christopher and Anne N. Reyes 
Foundation

Robert and Penelope Steiner  
Family Foundation

ANONYMOUS 
DONORS (2)

THE DAVEE 
FOUNDATION

Gael Neeson & Stefan Edlis°

THE NEGAUNEE
FOUNDATION
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$250,000 to $499,999

Mr. & Mrs. Dietrich 
M. Gross

Mr. & Mrs. Sanfred Koltun

Josef & Margot Lakonishok Lauter McDougal Charitable Fund 
Fred°& Nancy McDougal

Lisbeth Stiffel

Zell Family Foundation

ANONYMOUS

John R. Halligan Charitable Fund

Marlys A. Beider

GRAMMA FISHER
FOUNDATION OF
MARSHALLTOWN,
IOWA

° Deceased
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$100,000 to $249,999

Mrs. James S. Aagaard° Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin

Marion A. Cameron-Gray Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation Mrs. John V. Crowe

Ethel & William Gofen Howard L. Gottlieb &  
Barbara G. Greis

Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel &  
John H. Krehbiel, Jr.

Sonia Florian 

The Harris Family Foundation  
Caryn & King Harris and 
Pam Friend Szokol

Patricia A. Kenney &  
Gregory J. O’Leary

ANONYMOUS 

James & Brenda Grusecki

MIKE & LINDY 
KEISER

Amanda C. Fox

RHODA AND HENRY 
FRANK FOUNDATION

THE RICHARD P.
& SUSAN KIPHART
FAMILY

Lori Ann Komisar &  
Morris Silverman
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Mazza Foundation  
Joseph O. Rubinelli, Jr., Mary Jane 
Rubinelli, Nicholas J. Lavezzorio, 
& Joan Lavezzorio Schniedwind

Allan & Elaine Muchin Jerome and Elaine Nerenberg 
Foundation 

John D. & Alexandra C. Nichols

Mr. & Mrs. William A. Osborn Nancy S. SearleRichard O. Ryan

Susan & Robert Morrison

PENNY PRITZKER & 
BRYAN TRAUBERT

$100,000 to $249,999
Continued

Mr. & Mrs. William C. Vance  
and Mrs. Herbert Vance°  
Carol & William Vance

Roberta L. Washlow &  
Robert J. Washlow

Lois B. Siegel Donna Van Eekeren Foundation

Jim° & Kay MabiePhillip G. LumpkinMr.° and Mrs. Fred A. KrehbielThe Knowles Foundation  
Nancy W. Knowles°

°Deceased
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VIRTUOSO CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$75,000 to $99,999
Robin Angly & Miles Smith
David Q. & Mary H. Bell
Amy & Paul Carbone
The Crown Family
Mr. & Mrs. Charles K. Huebner
OPERA America
Susan M. Ruder
Mary Stowell

MAESTRO CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$50,000 to $74,999
Anonymous Donors (3)
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur J. Atkinson, Jr.
The Beaubien Family
The Brinson Foundation
Henry M. & Gilda R. 

Buchbinder Family
David° & Orit Carpenter
Sarah Crane
Nancy Dehmlow
Eisen Family Foundation
Maurice & Patricia Frank
Sue & Melvin Gray
Walter E. Heller Foundation
Martha A. Hesse
Illinois Arts Council Agency
The Joyce Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kizziah
Rebecca & Lester Knight
Victoria M. Kohn
Dr. & Mrs. Mark F. Kozloff
Mrs. Fred Krehbiel
Chauncey & Marion D. 

McCormick Family 
Foundation

Martha C. Nussbaum
Polk Bros. Foundation
The C. G. Pinnell Family
Betsy & Andy Rosenfield
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Santi
Earl & Brenda Shapiro 

Foundation
Rose L. Shure &  

Sidney N. Shure
Bill & Orli Staley Foundation
Ms. Gay K. Stanek
Gene & Jean Stark
Michael Steinberg &  

Salme Harju Steinberg
Thierer Family Foundation
Walter Family Foundation

COMPOSER CIRCLE 
BENEFACTOR 
$35,000 to $49,999
The Barker Welfare Foundation
Ross° & Patricia D. Bender
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Broadie
Greg & Mamie Case
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Cole
Vinay Couto & Lynn Vincent

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Virginia & Gary Gerst
The Edgar D. Jannotta Family
Annie & Gregory K. Jones
Julian Family Foundation
Rosalie Loeding
Frank B. Modruson &  

Lynne C. Shigley
Segal Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Trapp

ARTIST CIRCLE
BENEFACTOR
$25,000 to $34,999
Anonymous Donors (2)
Ken & Amy Aldridge
Paul & Mary Anderson
Robert & Isabelle  

Bass Foundation, Inc.
Diane & Michael Beemer
Norman & Virginia Bobins/

The Robert Thomas Bobins 
Foundation

Molly Boed
Heidi Heutel Bohn
Buehler Family Foundation
Maree Bullock
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Butler
Joyce E. Chelberg
Lawrence O. Corry
Crain-Maling Foundation
Michael J. Cushing
Mrs. Marcia W. Dam
Anne Megan Davis
Cate & Jim Denny
Ann M. Drake
Mr. Charles Droege &  

Ms. Julie A. Wroblewski
Drs. George & Sally Dunea
Elaine S. Frank Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene F. Fama
Timothy R. Farrell
James & Deborah Fellowes
David & Janet Fox
Mary Patricia Gannon
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald J. Gidwitz
Ruth Ann M. Gillis &  

Michael J. McGuinnis
Dan & Caroline Grossman
Mary Ellen Hennessy
Sandra Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne J.  

Holman III
James & Mary Houston
The Jentes Family Foundation
George E. Johnson
Joseph M. Kacena Endowed 

Fund
Stephen A. Kaplan
Dr. Katherine Knight
Stephen Kohl & Mark Tilton
Silvia Beltrametti Krehbiel &  

Jay Krehbiel

Mr. Thomas V. Linguanti &  
Ms. Olivia Tyrrell

Robert & Evelyn McCullen
Blythe Jaski McGarvie
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew J. McKenna
Susan M. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Todd D. Mitchell
Cellmer/Neal Foundation Fund
Arthur C. Nielsen, Jr. Family 

Charitable Trust
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Oberlander
Matt & Carrie Parr
Ingrid Peters
Dr. Petra & Mr. Randy O. 

Rissman
Mrs. Robert E. Sargent
Barbara & Barre Seid 

Foundation

Marsha Serlin & Jerry Sloan
Charles & M.R. Shapiro  

Foundation, Inc.
Elizabeth S. Sheppard
Richard W. Shepro &  

Lindsay E. Roberts
Kevin & Dana Smith
Cherryl T. Thomas
Virginia Tobiason
Robert L. Turner
Cynthia Vahlkamp &  

Robert Kenyon
Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom°
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. 

Weinberg
Dr. David H. Whitney &  

Dr. Juliana Chyu
Drs. Joan & Russ Zajtchuk

PREMIER PATRON
$15,000 to $24,999
Anonymous Donors (3)
Richard Abram & Paul 

Chandler
Alexander & Alexander,  

Attorneys at Law
John & Ann Amboian
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart Applebaum
Judith Barnard & Michael Fain
Mrs. James N. Bay
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Beata
Mr. & Mrs. Merrill E. Blau
Winston & Lally Brown
Dr. Young Chung Family

Thomas A. Clancy &  
Dana I. Green

Ann Coleman
Susan E. Cremin &  

Paul Dykstra
Allan Drebin
Stephen Dunbar
Donald & Anne Edwards
Erika E. Erich
Kathleen Field Orr &  

Dr. Edward S. Ogata
Lafayette J. Ford
Mr. Jack Graber
Maria C. Green &  

Oswald G. Lewis
Dr. Judith & Mr. Mark C. 

Hibbard
Joel Horowitz

Ronald B. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. L. D. Jorndt
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. King
Dr. M.S.W. Lee
David Marshall &  

Dr. Maija Freimanis
Terry J. Medhurst
Dhun Mehta
Martha A. Mills
Charles Morcom
Linda K. & Dennis M. Myers
Jean McLaren & John Nitschke
Sheila & David Ormesher
Mr. & Mrs. Bruno Pasquinelli
Karen Petitte
Marian Phelps Pawlick
D. Elizabeth Price
Hon. S. Louis Rathje &  

Maria Rosa Costanzo
John W. & Jeanne M. Rowe
Mary Beth Shea
The George L. Shields  

Foundation, Inc.
Louis & Nellie Sieg Fund
Craig Sirles
Mira Frohnmayer &  

Sandra Sweet
Christian Vinyard
Cheryl Walczak
Hilary & Barry Weinstein 

Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wood II
Debbie K. Wright

There are moments in opera 
performances that touch  
and humanize us.

Michael H. and Nancy R.

“
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DISTINGUISHED PATRON
$10,000 to $14,999
Anonymous Donors (9)
Katherine A. Abelson
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Arras
Mr. & Mrs. Larry A. Barden
Paul & Robert Barker 

Foundation
Ron & Queta Bauer
Mr. & Mrs. George Bayly
Mark & Judy Bednar
C. Bekerman, M.D.
Ross & Patricia D. Bender
Mr. & Mrs. Turney P. Berry
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Bowen
Helen Brach Foundation
John & Rosemary Brown 

Family Foundation
Drs. Walter & Anne-Marie 

Bruyninckx
Joy Buddig
Marie Campbell
Margarita Chavez-Tatro &  

Mark Tatro
Sam Crews
Dr. & Mrs. Tapas K. Das Gupta
Decyk Charitable Foundation
Dan Draper
Richard & Ingrid Dubberke
Bernard & Nancy Dunkel
Hon. Frank Easterbrook &  

Mrs. B. Englert Easterbrook
Richard B. Egen
Susanna & Helmut Epp
Dr. & Mrs. James O. Ertle
Marc Foster
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen 

Etherington
Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.
The Ferguson-Yntema Family 

Charitable Trust
Film Funds Trust Funds
Theresa M. Forsythe
Don° & Abby Funk
Carl A. & Fern B. Gaensslen 

Charitable Giving Fund
Ms. Elisabeth O. Geraghty
Mary & Lionel Go
Bruce Gober, M.D.
Judy & Bill Goldberg
Mr. Gerald & Dr. Colette 

Gordon
Phillip & Norma Gordon
Chester A. Gougis &  

Shelley Ochab
David & Elizabeth Graham
Mrs. Mary Winton Green
James R. Grimes
Daniel Groteke &  

Patricia Taplick
Anders & Donna Gustafsson
Dr. James & Mrs. Susan 

Hannigan

Irving Harris Foundation
John Hart & Carol Prins
Lynn Hauser & Neil Ross
Mrs. Thomas D. Heath
Anne P. Hokin
Linda Samuelson &  

Joel Howell
Capt. Bernardo Iorgulescu,  

USMC Memorial Fund
Laurie & Michael Jaffe
Dr. Carolyn & Dr. Paul Jarvis
Jessen Family
Sarah & Kip Kelley II
Elizabeth Khalil & Peter 

Belytschko
Mr. & Mrs. LeRoy C. Klemt
MaryBeth Kretz &  

Robert Baum
Albert & Rita Lacher
Phillip Lehrman
Lemont Fund
Michael A. Leppen
Dr. Zafra Lerman
Bernard & Averill Leviton
Mrs. Paul Lieberman
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Mages
Jennifer Malpass
Francine Manilow
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. &  

Sandra E. Marjan
Shari Mayes
Mr. & Mrs. James A. McClung
Erma S. Medgyesy
Ms. Britt M. Miller
Drs. Bill & Elaine Moor
Corinne S. Morrissey
Brendan & Suzanne Mulshine
Ms. Cherilyn G. Murer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Murphy
Music Performance Trust Fund
Phyllis Neiman
John Nigh
Carol “Mickey” Norton
Margo & Michael Oberman & 

Family
Julian Oettinger
Cindy Pan & Eric Easterberg
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Pearlman
The Family of Seymour H. 

Persky
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Potter
Rosy & Jose Luis Prado
Andra & Irwin Press
Prince Charitable Trusts
Mrs. Diana Prince
Bonnie Pritchard
Irene D. Pritzker
Mr. & Mrs. William Revelle
Angela Tenta, M.D.
Candy & Gary Ridgway
Burton X. & Sheli Rosenberg
Mr. Paul Earle &  

Ms. Ellen Rudnick

George & Terry Rose Saunders
Curt G. Schmitt
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. L. Senior
Surendra & Dorothie Shah
Mr. & Mrs. Alejandro Silva
Larry G. Simpson
The Siragusa Family 

Foundation
Craig Sirles
Patricia Arrington Smythe
Joan M. Solbeck
Carol Sonnenschein Sadow
Ellen & Jim Stirling
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Struthers
Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Tatar
Ms. Carla M. Thorpe
Mr. Michael Tobin, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Turner
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Underwood
Elizabeth Upjohn Mason

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Van Nice
Scott D. Vandermyde
David J. Varnerin
Albert R. Walavich
Dan & Patty Walsh
Gary T. Walther
Alan & Harriet Weinstein
Kim & Miles D. White
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Willson
John & Evonne Yonover
Priscilla T. Yu
Anne Zenzer &  

Dominick DeLuca

PATRON
$5,000 to $9,999
Anonymous Donors (9)
Mr. & Mrs. William Adams IV
Mr. Gerald Adelman
Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Allie
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Arensman
Richard & Harriet Arons
Susan & Bob ArthurFund
Margaret Atherton &  

Robert Schwarz
Ms. & Mr. Rana & Albert Baladi
Robert S. Bartolone

Mr. & Mrs. D. Theodore 
Berghorst

Patrick J. Bitterman
Mr. & Mrs. James Bramsen
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
Mr. & Mrs. Allan Bulley, III
Chapters Executive Board
Mrs. Warren M. Choos
Heinke K. Clark
Dr. Walter S. Melion &  

Dr. John M. Clum
Mr. & Ms. Douglas Cohen
Jane B. Colman
Francesca Cornelli &  

Stuart Bradley
Laura Cox
The Cozad Family
Pamela Crutchfield
Marsha Cruzan &  

Tom McGinnis

The Dancing Skies Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Avrum H. Dannen
Harry & Marianne Dennis
Dr. & Mrs. Anthony 

DiGianfilippo
Shawn M. Donnelley &  

Christopher M. Kelly
Fred L. Drucker & Hon. Rhoda 

Sweeney Drucker
John Edelman &  

Suzanne Krohn
Miss Gay Elfline
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Erwin
Anita D. Flournoy
Adrian Foster
Mr. & Mrs. James V. Franch
Ms. Lili Gaubin
Gerald & Michal Ginsburg
Mr. & Mrs. Stanford Goldblatt
Helyn D. Goldenberg
Peter Gotsch
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gray
Greene Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Heinz Grob
Glen & Claire Hackmann
The Blanny A. Hagenah  

Family Fund

Lyric is one of the crown jewels of 
Chicago. Having a world-class opera 
helps make us a world-class city and  
I enjoy being part of something that 
does that.
Eitan A. 

“
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Mrs. John M. Hartigan
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Herbst
Kimberlee S. Herold
Dr. Nora Jaskowiak &  

Mr. Matthew Hinerfield
Hinsdale Chapter
Cynthia & Ron Holmberg
Mrs. Richard S. Holson, Jr.
Michael & Leigh Huston
Ronald & Bett Jacquart
Regina Janes
Mary Ann Karris
Nancy Rita Kaz
Marian Kinney
Thomas A. Kmetko &  

Rafael Leon
Dr. & Mrs. Sung-Tao Ko
Eldon & Patricia Kreider
Dr. & Mrs. Ken N. Kuo
Lake Geneva Chapter
Mr. Craig Lancaster &  

Ms. Charlene T. Handler
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Lans
Jeffrey & Elise Lennard

Anne & Craig Linn
Knox & Gabrielle Long
Dorette Luke
Laura & Craig Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
John & Etta McKenna
Sheila Medvin
Bill Melamed &  

Jamey Lundblad
Mary Lou & Jack Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher 

Milliken
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Moore
Rosemary Murgas Charitable 

Living Trust
Near North Chapter
Zehava L. Noah
Renate P. Norum
Brian O’Dea
Pat & Lara Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Patterson
Jean Perkins &  

Leland Hutchinson

Mr. Jeffry Pickus &  
Ms. Mary C. Downie

Jim & Polly Pierce
Harvey R. & Madeleine P. 

Plonsker
Charles & Marilynn Rivkin
Carol Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald A. Rolighed
Ms. Mary Rundell
Norman Sackar
Erica L. Sandner
Ms. Inez Saunders
Judy & David Schiffman
Adele Simmons
Ilene Simmons
Dr. & Mrs. R. John Solaro
Ardath & Connie Solsrud
James A. Staples
Dusan Stefoski & Craig Savage
Doris F. Sternberg
Ralph & Sally Stoll
Roger & Susan Stone Family 

Foundation/Jennifer Stone
Michael & Damona 

Strautmanis

MinSook Suh
Andrea & Mark Taylor
Mr. O. Thomas Thomas &  

Mrs. Sandra Inara Thomas
L. Kristofer Thomsen
Mrs. Theodore D. Tieken
Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Toft
Ksenia A. & Peter Turula
Frances & Peter Vandervoort
Raita Vilnins
Benjamin Wasmuth
Pam & David Waud
Dr. Catherine L. Webb
Marilee & Richard Wehman
Michael Welsh &  

Linda Brummer
Howard S. White
Stephen R. Winters
Mark & Randi Woodworth
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Woolever
Mr. Richard Wren
Owen & Linda Youngman

PARTNER
$4,000 to $4,999
Sandra M. Bass
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew K. Block
John Blosser
Fred & Phoebe Boelter
Dr. Peter & Beverly Ann 

Conroy
Mr. & Mrs. Charles G. Denison
John Anthony Gable &  

Zoe Quan
Dr. Ruth Grant &  

Dr. Howard Schwartz
Ms. Diana Guarin
Stephen D. Holmes
Judith L. Kaufman
Stavros Maltezos
Mrs. John H. McDermott
Dr. Joe Piszczor
Mrs. Elke Rehbock
Saul & Sarah Rosen
Sherie Coren Shapiro
Bill & Harlan Shropshire
Oscar Tatosian, Jr.
Gayle & Glenn R. Tilles
Phil & Paula Turner
Suzanne L. Wagner
Sarah R. Wolff & Joel L. 

Handelman

DEVOTEE
$3,000 to $3,999
Anonymous Donors (7)
Peri M. Altan
Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Baldwin
Barbara Barzansky
Bastian Voice Institute
Ms. Bernice Bigelow
Ms. Sheila Burke
Mr. Henry Clark &  

Mrs. Elizabeth Simon
Elaine Collina
Ms. Elaine Cue
Robert Curley
Hon. Barbara Flynn Currie
Ms. Sarah Demet
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Diamond
Bernard J. & Sally Dobroski
Susan Duehl
Deane Ellis
Suja Finnerty
Marvin Fletcher
Stephen & Rosamund Forrest
Ms. Irene M. Fox
Arthur L. Frank, M.D.
Patricia H. Gates
Nancy S. Gerrie
Motoko Goto
Annemarie H. Gramm
Mary E. Hallman
Mr. & Mrs. M. Hill Hammock
Mrs. O. J. Heestand, Jr.

Dr. Allen W. Heinemann &  
Dr. William Borden

Humanist Fund
Ms. Marian Klaus
Tod Kovara
Erica Kuhlmann
Marc & Franziska Lacher
Frederic S. Lane
Lannan Foundation
Pamela Forbes Lieberman
Mr. & Mrs. Gregory L. Melchor
Pamela G. Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Craig R. Milkint
John H. Nelson
Penny J. Obenshain
Mr. & Mrs. James J. O’Connor
Drs. Funmi & Sola Olopade
Jonathan F. Orser
Sandra & Michael Perlow
Karen & Richard Pigott
Mary & Joseph Plauche
Mr. Tim Pontarelli
Edward & Leah Reicin
Alicia Reyes & Rathin Datta
Riverside Chapter
Dr. Cynthia J. Sanders &  

Mr. Otis Sanders
Dr. Phyllis W. Shafron &  

Mr. Ethan Lathan
Mrs. Charles Shea
Ms. Fay Shong &  

Mr. Tracy Mehr
Tracy Singer
Ms. Catherine E. Stewart
Pam & Russ Strobel
Geraldine L. Szymanski
Mr. Charles Todd &  

Mr. Mario Cervantes
Marisela Varela, MD
Kathryn Voland-Mann &  

Robert Mann
Louis Weber
G. Marc & Tracy S. Whitehead
Claudia Winkler
F. C. Winters
Mr. & Mrs. Brien Wloch

ADVOCATE
$2,000 to $2,999
Anonymous Donors (3)
Andrew Abbott &  

Susan Schlough
Duncan Alexander & Kit Keane
Mrs. Judy Allen
Ms. Mary C. Allen
Evelyn Alter
Ms. Joanne B. Alter
Ms. Jill Althage
William & Marjorie Bardeen
Barrington & Northwest 

Suburban Chapter
Mrs. Arthur Billings
Mrs. John R. Blair

The magnificent fire curtain will rise 
yet again on the passionate singing, 
spectacular sets, and world-class 
Orchestra of Lyric Opera of Chicago. 
Nancy C.

“
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Ann Blickensderfer
Ms. Virginia Boehme
Dr. H. Constance Bonbrest
Laurence & Patricia Booth
Mrs. Fred Bosselman
Richard Boyum & Louie Chua
Ms. Kathryn Y. Brown
Mrs. Carol Brusslan
Meghan & Dan Burns
Ms. Pamela A. Cabeen
Christopher Carlo &  

Robert Chaney
James W. Chamberlain
Sei Ok Oh Chung
Jean M. Cocozza
Mrs. Christina Collins
Stevie Conlon & Sue Skau
Gary Crosby
Kathy Dunn
Mr. & Mrs. Richard W. Durkes
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Elden
Cherelynn A. Elliott
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Evanich
Jim & Elizabeth Fanuzzi
Mr. & Mrs. John H. Faulhaber
Mr. William R. Fenner
Penny Friedman
Firestone Family Foundation
Franklin Philanthropic 

Foundation
Dr. Lucy Freund
Gaylord & William Gieseke
Hugh & Doris Gilbert
Mr. & Mrs. John Ginascol
Glencoe-Wilmette Chapter
Cai Glushak & Martin DiCrisci
Alfred G. Goldstein
Dr. Deirdre Dupre &  

Dr. Robert Golub
Solomon Gutstein
Clay & Claire Hardon
Mr. & Mrs. Julian W. Harvey
Dr. & Mrs. David Jerome 

Hayden
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Heidenry
Jackie & James Holland
Mr. Thomas Hudak
Robert & Sandra Ireland
Hiromi Ishikawa
Mr. & Mrs. John Arthur 

Johnson
Dr. Sara T. Junya, MD
Drs. Perry & Elena Kamel
Wayne S. & Lenore M. Kaplan
Dr. Joon Kim MD
Mr. & Mrs. Joe King
Diana & Neil King
Frank & Alice Kleinman
Mary Klyasheff
James K. Genden° &  

Alma Koppedraijer
Thomas P. Kuczwara
Markian J. Kuzycz, MD

Jeanne LaDuke
Peter N. Lagges, Jr.
Howard & Carolyn Sue Landon
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Leff
Eileen Leiderman &  

Ben L. Brener
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Leopold
Barry Lesht & Kay Schichtel
Lloyd R. Loback
Craig & Jane Love
Ms. Kurtice C. Luther
William Mason & Diana Davis
Mr. Donald Maves
Ann & Philip May
William & Jeanine McCole
Thomas J. McCormick
Marilyn McCoy &  

Charles R. Thomas
Martina M. Mead &  

Michael T. Gorey
Claretta Meier
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Edward S. Mills
Robert & Lois Moeller
Charles Moore
Robert Moriarty
David J. & Dolores D. Nelson
Nancy A. Nichols
Gayla & Ed Nieminen
Janis Wellin Notz &  

John K. Notz, Jr.
Marjory M. Oliker
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Olson
Jeff O’Neill
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce L. Ottley
Luis A. Pagan-Carlo, M.D.
Joan L. Pantisios
George R. Paterson &  

Allen J. Frantzen
Bohdan Pauk &  

Donald Carnahan
Mr. & Mrs. John Pepe
Norman & Lorraine Perman
Shirley Pfenning &  

Robert J. Wilczek
Lyneta Grap Piela
Dr. & Mrs. Alan Pohl
Mrs. Carol Pollock
Jennifer N. Pritzker
Mr. David Quell
Dr. & Mrs. Don Randel
Dennis C. Regan
John Reppy
Alicia & Myron Resnick
Mary Robins
Maggie Rock & Rod Adams
Susan B. Rubnitz
Sharon Salveter &  

Stephan Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. Sawyier
Daphne Schneider
Susan H. Schwartz
Thomas & Judy Scorza

Jim & Joan Sears
Nancy Silberman
The Sondheimer Family  

Charitable Foundation
Carol D. Stein & James Sterling
Walter & Caroline Sueske 

Charitable Trust
Anne Taft
James Talano

Carl & Marilynn Thoma
Mr. & Mrs. Harold B. Tobin
Joanne Tremulis
Dulcie L. Truitt
Aris Urbanes & Bill Hulsker
Mr. & Mrs. Michael I. Vender
James Verraster
Todd & Cari Vieregg
Caroline C. Wheeler
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence W. Wick
Mr. Lee Wille
Chip & Jean Wood
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Yowell
Francesca Zambello

AFICIONADO
$1,000 to $1,999
Anonymous Donors (19)
Mr. & Mrs. Sherwin D. Abrams
Ann Acker
M. Bruce A. Adamec
Mr. David R. Adler
Judith A. Akers
Giustino Albanese
Robert Albert
Ginny Alberts-Johnson &  

Lance Johnson
Dr. & Mrs. Carl H. Albright
Mr. Charles Alcaraz &  

Dr. Liana Tremmel
Carnot & Luceile Allen 

Foundation
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald F. Altman
Sheila & James Amend
Patricia Ames
David Anderson
Doris W. Angell

Dr. Michael Angell
Dr. Edward Applebaum &  

Dr. Eva Redel
Drs. Vijayalakshmi &  

Bapu Arekapudi
Angela Arnott
Ms. Maribeth Babler
Shirley M. Ballak
Mr. Stan Balog

Patrick & Mariterese Balthrop
Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Banks
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Barrett
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Baum
Patricia Bayerlein &  

Michael Hoffman
Priscilla & Anthony Beadell
W.C. Beatty
Mr. & Ms. Beck
Elizabeth Beck
Martha Bell
Daniel J. Bender
Roy C. Bergstrom
Dr. Leonard & Phyllis Berlin
Kyle & Marge Bevers
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Bible
Jerry & Kathy Biederman
Mr. & Mrs. John Bienko
Richard Blackwell &  

Linda Christianson
Elaine & Harold Blatt
Dr. Debra Zahay Blatz
Ms. Elizabeth Blinderman
Mr. & Mrs. Albert H. Bloom
E. M. Bluhm
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel L. Blumen
D. Jeffrey & Joan H. 

Blumenthal
Terence & Mary Jeanne Bolger
Robert & Anne Bolz  

Charitable Trust
Mr. & Mrs. David Bomier
Mr. & Mrs. Thaddeus M. Bond, Sr.
Anastasia Boucouras
Donald F. Bouseman
Michael Bradie

Opera makes me feel connected to 
human history—all of the emotions and 
experiences and wonder of our creative 
existence, refined and expressed over 
millennia. 
Thomas G.

“
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Mr. & Mrs. Eric 
Brandfonbrener

Christopher J. Brathwaite
Giovanna & Joseph Breu
Mr. & Mrs. Edward H. Bruske III
Warren & Patricia Buckler
Stephen & Elizabeth Geer
Dr. & Mrs. Gerald P. Budzik
Howard & Moira Buhse
Mr. Jack Buoscio
George J. Burrows
Philip Charles Burton
Ms. Bonnie Bush
Mrs. Jane Calvin
Cathleen Cameron
William Cape
William & Gina Carithers
Walter & Nancy Carlson
Stephen H. Carr &  

Virginia McMillan Carr
Mr. Rowland W. Chang
Mrs. Beatrice Chapman
Mr. Donald Clark
Ms. Nancy J. Clawson

Ms. Betty L. Cleeland
Margery & Robert Coen
Dr. Edward A. Cole &  

Dr. Christine A. Rydel
Maryclaire Collins
Dr. Frank F. Conlon
Katherine Hutter Coyner
Stuart Creason
Ms. Patricia S. Crise
Czarkowski Family
Silvija & John Danielson
Sally Davidson
Patty Litton Delony
Jon W. DeMoss
Mr. & Mrs. John DeWolf
Rosanne Diamond
Mr. & Mrs. Roger F. Dickinson
Sara Dix
Ms. Louise Dixon
Mariclaire & Lowell Dixon
Mrs. Ruth B. Doninger
Mr. & Mrs. Ramsey B. Donnell
Mr. & Ms. Thomas Donnelley
Maureen Dooley

Ms. Jill Dougherty
Tom Draski
Susan Duda
Mr. & Mrs. Frank A. Dusek
Ms. Roma Dybalski
Kimberly A. Eberlein
Barbara & John Eckel
Hugh & Jackie Edfors
Paula Elliott
Bob Ellis
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Ellis
Emil J. & Marie D. Kochton 

Foundation
Paul Epner & Janet Gans Epner 
Susan & Larry Yellen
James Fitzgerald
Ms. Karen E. Flanagan
R. Michael Flores, MD &  

Prof. Alan Grigg
Nona C. Flores
Paul Fong
Ms. Ashley L. Ford
Mr. Lance Fortnow
Eloise C. Foster

Penny & John Freund
Diane Tkach & James Freundt
Raymond A. Frick, Jr.
Priscilla & Henry Frisch
Mr. & Mrs. Dale J. Garber
Carolyn & Stephen 

Geldermann
William Georgis
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Gepson
Gregory Geuther
Melinda Gibson
Mrs. Patricia Gill
Cindy Gilmore
Gay L. Girolami
David L. Gitomer
Barbara & Norman Gold
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel D. Golden
Amy & Michael Gordon
Enid Goubeaux
Dr. Steven A. Gould
Mr. & Mrs. Delmon Grapes
Ginger Griffin
John R. Grimes
Patricia Grogan

Robert Grover
Carl Halperin
Charles Hample & Frances Bly
Dean P. Hansen
Michael G. Hansen &  

Nancy E. Randa
Sue Hanson
Charles Hanusin
Daggett Harvey
Sheila Ann Hegy
Robert & Raynelle Heidrick
Ross & Andrea Heim
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Herzog
Dr. & Mrs. Charles W. High
Thomas W. & Helen C. Hill
Edward C. Hirschland
Mr. Joseph Hogan
Jim & Wanda Hollensteiner
George R. Honig, M.D. &  

Olga Weiss
Janice Honigberg
Larry & Ann Hossack
Mr. & Mrs. R. Thomas Howell, Jr.
Dr. Wei Hsueh
Mr. & Ms. Gary Huff
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Huizenga
Amy Hutchison
Merle L. Jacob
Kirk, Cheryl & Hannah 

Jaglinski
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. James
Ms. Cynthia J. Jameson
Judy Hughes Janowiak
Norman Jeddeloh
Don & Susan Jeffers
Kim Jenson & Tom Elsen
Jerry & Judy Johansen
Maryl R. Johnson, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Johnston
Dr. Peter H. Jones &  

Marian M. Pearcy
Michael Kalata
Marianne E. Kalinke
Anita J. Kallman
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Kearney
Mr. Peter Keehn
Larry M. Keer, M.D.
Patricia Kersey &  

Charles Erlichman
Mr. Basil Kezios &  

Ms. Carole L. Heiman-Kezios
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. King
Gordon & Carolyn Kirk
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Kittle-

Kamp
Diane F. Klotnia
Emily & Christopher Knight
Edward & Adrienne Kolb
William Konczyk &  

Stanley Conlon
John Koski
Ms. Constance A. Kozikowski
Stephen Kraft

Richard Kron &  
Deborah Bekken

Dr. Axel Kunzmann &  
Mr. Bruce J. Nelson

Mr. Arthur Ladenburger
Laimonis & Kristina Laimins
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Langrehr
Harold & Neysa Laughlin
Laurie Lawton
Mr. & Mrs. Young I. Lee
Laurence Leive
Dominique Leonardi
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Letarte
Mrs. Nancy Levi
David Levinson & Kathy Kirn
Dr. Judith Lichtenstein
Mr. James Liechty
Al & Patricia Linnerud
Lawrence Lipking
Caroline P. Lippert
Sherry & Mel Lopata
Michael A. LoVallo Esq.
Wayne R. Lueders
Lutz Family Foundation
Gary MacDougal
Edward Mack
Jeffrey & Paula Malak
Cantor Andrea Rae Markowicz
Mr. & Mrs. Miles Marsh
Anna Mattson
Dr. & Mrs. John E. Mazuski
Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Mesrobian
Barb & Bob Meyer
Ms. Nancy Meyerson
Michuda Construction, Inc.
Barry and Sharon Millman
Vee Minarich
Mr. & Mrs. David Mintzer
Lee & Barbara Mitchell
William Mondi
Mark Moore
Noel & Michele Moore
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Moore IV
Lloyd Morgan
John A. Morrison
John S. Mrowiec &  

Dr. Karen L. Granda
J. Thomas Mullen
Mary Anne Lynskey &  

John F. Mullins
Dr. John S. & Nan D. Munn
Chris & Eileen Murphy
Mr. George Murphy
Thomas Myles
Ms. Mary Nair
Dr. Belverd Needles &  

Dr. Marian Powers
Dr. Gilberto S. Neri Jr, MD
Lenz & Eva Neuhauser
Jeffrey Nichols
Eleanor A. Nicholson
Robert Nichlson
Jim & Gladys Nutt

Lyric is where we learned to love opera 
for the past 25 years and holds a special 
place for us, and we want to ensure the 
quality of the art form perseveres.
Lance and Marcy F.

“
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Due to space limitations, we are unable to list all of the generous donors who support Lyric Opera of Chicago.  
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to each and every one who enable us to fulfill our mission. 
This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by July 1, 2022.

Gail O’Gorman
Irmgard & Keith Olson
Mr. Michael K. Oman
Mrs. Virginia A. O’Neill
Ms. Alexandra Oprescu
Ms. Leslie Osterberg &  

Mr. Lawrence Osterberg
Gerald L. Padbury
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Paddock
Mr. John G. Palfrey &  

Mrs. Catherine A. Carter
Mr. Tomas Palubinskas
Edmond Parker
Bruce & Nancy Payne
Lorna & Ellard Pfaelzer
William & Meg Phelan
Mr. Joseph Phillips
John J. W. Plampin
Peter Polak
Sherry McFall &  

Kenneth Porrello
Mrs. Charlene Posner &  

Mr. Richard Posner
Matous Ptacek
Susan Rabe
Roberta Lyn Anderson Rains
Dorothy V. Ramm
Jeffrey Rappin & Penny Brown
Dr. & Mrs. Pradeep Rattan
Mrs. Mary Read &  

Mr. Ross Read
Mr. Daniel Real
James T. & Karen C. Reid
Jerry & Carole Ringer
Elizabeth Rochford
Gabriel & Beth Rodriguez
Anita Rogers
Trisha Rooney
Mr. Samuel Rosenberg &  

Dr. Karen Altay
Dr. & Mrs. Ricardo Rosenkranz
Babette Rosenthal

Lorelei Rosenthal
Drs. Ronald & Linda Rosenthal
Marsha & Robert Rosner
Mrs. & Mr. Kay C. Rossiter
Drs. Cynthia & Gary Ruoff
Eugene W. Rzym
Dr. & Mrs. Hans Sachse
John Sagos
Richard H. Sanders
Robert & Mary Ann Savard
Patricia Schaefer
Mary T. Schafer
Mrs. Rosita M. Schloss
Rita Schnell
Alan Schriesheim &  

Kay Torshen
The Schroeder Foundation
Julie Schwertfeger &  

Alexander Zajczenko
Mr. John Beldon Scott &  

Ms. Katherine H. Tachau
Judy & John Scully
Dr. Itai Seggev &  

Dr. Dara Goldman
Jane A. Shapiro
Myron & Beverly Shapiro
David Shayne
Mr. & Mrs. James F. Shea
Kate Sheehan
Thomas & Pamela Sheffield
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Shoenberger
Carolyn M. Short
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth I. Siegel
Mr. & Mrs. Frank M. Sims
Margles Singleton
Barbara Smith &  

Timothy Burroughs
Melissa & Chuck Smith
Louise K. Smith
Larry & Marge Sondler
Dr. & Mrs. Hugo Sonnenschein
Carole & Bob Sorensen

Ron Bauer & Michael Spencer
Spertus Family Fund
Dr. & Mrs. Eric M. Spratford
Ms. Julie Staley
Scott G. & Beth F.J. Stephenson
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence A. Sterkin
Mr. Albert Stipes
Mr. Lawrence Stone
Lorna P. Straus
Charles Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Tarcov
Mr. Charles A. Tausche
Susan C Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Terrence Taylor

Cheryl L. Thaxton
Linda & Ronald Thisted
William Novshek &  

Lynda Thoman
Andrew J. Thomas, M.D.
Myron & Karen Hletko Tiersky
Ms. Janis Tomecek
Mr. & Ms. Kok-Chi Tsim
Mr. James W. Tucker
Mr. & Mrs. R. P. Turcotte
Mr. & Mrs. Howard Tyner
Eric Vaang
Manuel S. Valderrama
Mr. Peter Vale
Dr. & Mrs. Jay Van Cura
Marlene A. Van Skike
A & T Vavasis Philanthropic 

Fund

Henrietta Vepstas
John N. Vinci
Ms. Lidia B. Vitello
Mrs. Barbara Vlack
Robert & Camille Von Dreele
Ms. Lucinda Wakeman
Douglas & Priscilla Walter
Richard & Barbara Waxman
Audrey Weaver
Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Wehrle
Richard & Karen Weiland
Susan & Arvin Weindruch
Mr. Glen Weisberg
Tamra & Jack Weiss

Elizabeth Welsh
Mr. & Mrs. Melville W. Wendell
Dr. & Mrs. Dennis K. Wentz
Dr. & Mrs. Robert D. Wertz
Patricia H. & William H. 

Wheeler
Margaret & Brian White
James L. Wilson &  

Pamela D. Toler
Charles B. Wolf
Ted & Peggy Wolff
Christopher & Julie Wood
Kathleen Arthur &  

Stephen Wood
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak &  

James C. Kemmerer
Michael & Judy Zeddies
William Ziemann

°Deceased

Opera is joy and we are so fortunate to 
have Lyric to provide it!
Sherie S. 

“
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Commemorative gifts

IN MEMORY OF
Dorothy Avedisian  

from Meghan & Dan Burns

John R. Blair  
from Mrs. John R. Blair

Jim Genden 
from Suzanne L. Wagner

Mehroo Bhote & Maureen 
Glassberg 
from Evelyn Alter

Thomas W. Hill 
from Helen C. Hill

Howard E. Jessen & 
Susanne C. Jessen 

from the Jessen Family

Rowena Kelley 
from Laura Cox, Clay & 
Claire Hardon

William Laird Kleine-Ahlbrandt 
from Sheila Ann Hegy

Ardis Krainik 
from Elizabeth Welsh

Florence McMillan 
from Patrick & Mariterese 
Balthrop, Mr. & Mrs. Andrew 
K. Block, Patrick G. & Shirley 
Welsh Ryan, Lisbeth Stiffel, 
Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel & 
John H. Krehbiel, Jr., The 
Crown Family

Sarah and Peer Pedersen 
from Mr. & Mrs. James 
Bramsen

Bella Perlman 
from an Anonymous Donor

Kenneth Pigott 
from Mariclaire & Lowell 
Dixon

Joan L. Richards 
from Craig Sirles

Gianna Rolandi 
from William Brock, Howard 
L. Gottlieb & Barbara G. Greis, 
The Richard P. & Susan 
Kiphart Family 

Ronald Rolighed 
from Mrs. Ronald A. 
Rolighed

Devin Shafron 
from Dr. Phyllis W. Shafron &  
Mr. Ethan Lathan

Deborah Sobol 
from Mr. Rowland W. Chang

Violet Staley 
from the Henry M. Staley 
Charitable Trust

Edward & Constance Wachs 
from Kenneth & Marcia Dam

Joseph & Elizabeth Walczak 
from Cheryl Walczak

Nancy Wald 
from the Humanist Fund

Sarita Warshawsky 

Edward T. Zasadil 
from Larry G. Simpson 

IN HONOR OF
Evelyn Crews 

from Sam Crews

Angela DeStefano 
from Anne P. Hokin

Renée Fleming 
from Patrick G. & Shirley  
Welsh Ryan

Anthony Freud 
from Robin Angly & Miles 
Smith, Francesca Zambello

Gael Neeson 
from Mr. & Mrs. Paul Gray

Mary Galvin 
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Ellis

Marion Cameron-Gray & Doug 
Gray 
from an anonymous donor, 
Susan & Bob Arthur, Donna 
Van Eekeren, Lee & Barbara 
Mitchell, Blythe Jaski 
McGarvie, Mr. & Mrs. Miles 
Marsh, Robert Moriarty, 
Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel, 
Alan Schriesheim,  
Kay Torshen

Karen Gray-Krehbiel 
from Norman & Virginia 
Bobins/The Robert Thomas 
Bobins Foundation, Dr. Kris 
& Mrs. Trisha Rooney Alden,  
Mrs. James N. Bay

Caroline Huebner 
from Don & Abby Funk, 
Margaret & Brian White,  
Mrs. James N. Bay

Caroline & Charlie Huebner 
from Mr. & Mrs. John 
Ginascol

Meaghan Stainback 
from John Edelman &  
Suzanne Krohn

Allan & Elaine Muchin 
from Richard & Barbara 
Waxman

Sylvia Neil 
from Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. 
Weinberg

Sue Niemi 
from Elaine & Harold Blatt

Greg O’Leary & Pat Kenney 
from Suzanne L. Wagner

Jane Pigott 
from an Anonymous Donor

Shirley and Patrick Ryan 
from Brendan & Suzanne 
Mulshine, Robert & Penelope 
Steiner

Mary Selander 
from Don & Abby Funk

Jon Siner 
from Mr. & Mrs. Edward  
S. Mills

Liz Stiffel 
from Mrs. James N. Bay

Marilee Wehman 
from Patrick G. & Shirley  
Welsh Ryan

Joan Weiss 
from Shawn M. Donnelley & 
Christopher M. Kelly

Women’s Board Members’ 
Birthdays 
from Mr. & Mrs. Scott Santi

Gifts of $1,000 and above contributed in the name of a friend,  
loved one, or colleague are a unique expression of thoughtfulness.

This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by July 1, 2022.
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Artistic roster

SOPRANOS
Melody Betts
Renée Fleming 
Alaysha Fox
Marya Grandy
Debbie Gravitte 
Kathryn Henry
Kathryn Lewek
Alexandra LoBianco
Emily Pulley
Liv Redpath
Gabriella Reyes
Lindsey Reynolds
Golda Schultz
Alexandria Shiner
Heidi Stober
Denis Vélez
Rachel Willis-Sørensen
Tamara Wilson

MEZZO-SOPRANOS
Katherine Beck
Austen Danielle Bohmer 
J’Nai Bridges
Kayleigh Decker
Katherine DeYoung
Hannah Fernandes
Samantha Hankey
Joy Hermalyn
Maya Jacobson 
Madison Kauffman
Rebecca Keeshin
Omi Lichtenstein 
Lauren Marcus 
Clémentine Margaine
Michaela Martens 
Catherine Martin
Sarah Mesko
Zoie Reams
Liliana Renteria
Stephanie Sanchez
Estella McCarthy Schultz

COUNTERTENORS
John Holiday
Randall Scotting

TENORS
Lawrence Brownlee
Ryan Capozzo
Charles Castronovo
Dominick Chenes
Terrence Chin-Loy
Martin Luther Clark
Joshua Guerrero
Lunga Eric Hallam
Adam Kaplan
Ruchir Khazanchi
Sam Linda
Alejandro Luévanos
Will Mobley
Michael Nigro 
Tommy Novak
Drew Redington 
Issachah Savage
Richard Trey Smagur
Taylor Stayton
Russell Thomas
Matthew Vickers

BARITONES
David Benoit
Ian Paul Custer
Norman Garrett
Rod Gilfry
Igor Golovatenko
Gordon Hawkins
Joshua Hopkins
Mark David Kaplan
Quinn Kelsey
Michael Kingston
Andrei Kymach
Will Liverman
Lucia Lucas 
Andrew Manea
Laureano Quant
Ian Rucker
Daniel Scofield
Steven Skybell 
Alfred Walker

BASS-BARITONES
Hidenori Inoue
Nicholas Newton
Christian Van Horn

BASSES
Matthew Anchel
Dmitriy Belosselskiy
Peixin Chen
Ron Dukes
Soloman Howard
Mirco Palazzi
Wm. Clay Thompson

SPEAKING ROLES
William Brown
Emerson Elias
Bill McGough
Jeff Parker
Beatrice Valenzuela

NON-SPEAKING ROLES
Joshua Moaney  
Sean Michael Williams 

SOLO DANCERS
Carl Ponce Cubero
Shane Dickson
Derek Ege
Michael Fernandez
Marcus Hardy
Christopher Kelley
Drew Lewis
Michael Francis McBride
Alex Meeth
Tyler Okunski
Oz Shoshan
Mateus Sobral Barbosa da Silva
James Monroe Stevko

CONDUCTORS
Kazem Abdullah
Kedrick Armstrong
Sir Andrew Davis 
Kimberly Grigsby
Enrique Mazzola
Henrik Nánási

DIRECTORS
Eric Einhorn 
Richard Jones
Barrie Kosky
Marie Lambert
Rajendra Ramoon Maharaj
David McVicar
Louisa Muller
Yuval Sharon
Bartlett Sher
Kathleen Smith Belcher 
Axel Weidauer

ASSOCIATE  
DIRECTORS
Alexander Gedeon
Esteban Muñoz

CHORUS MASTER
Michael Black

CHILDREN’S CHORUS 
MASTER
Josephine Lee

CHOREOGRAPHERS
Rena Butler 
Linda Dobell
Andrew George  
Silvano Marraffa 
Stephanie Martinez
Otto Pichler
August Tye

BALLET MISTRESS
August Tye

FIGHT 
CHOREOGRAPHERS
Chuck Coyl
Nicholas Sandys

The American Guild of Musical 
Artists, AFL-CIO (AGMA), is the union 
that represents the singers, dancers, 
actors, and staging personnel at 
Lyric Opera of Chicago.



Lyric Opera of Chicago  |  70

Lyric staff
LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO
Anthony Freud, OBE,
General Director, President  

& CEO, The Women’s Board 
Endowed Chair

Enrique Mazzola, Music Director, 
John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols 
Endowed Chair

Renée Fleming, Special Projects 
Advisor

Drew Landmesser, Deputy 
General Director and Chief 
Operating Officer 

Elizabeth Hurley, 
Chief Advancement Officer

Roberta Lane, Chief Financial and 
Administrative Officer

Matthew Ozawa, Chief Artistic 
Administration Officer

Paul Gunning,  
Vice President and Chief 
Marketing Officer

Robert C. Goodwin,  
Vice President, Lyric Unlimited - 
Learning & Creative Engagment

Anna Mattson,  
Vice President, Development 

Andreas Melinat, 
Vice President, Artistic Planning

Vincente F. Milianti,  
Vice President, Finance

Dan Novak, Vice President and 
Director, Ryan Opera Center 
The Ryan Opera Center Board 
Endowed Chair

Will Raj, Vice President, 
Information Technology

Kate Sheehan, Vice President  
for Principal Gifts

Michael Smallwood,  
Vice President and Technical 
Director, Allan and Elaine Muchin 
Endowed Chair

OFFICE OF THE  
GENERAL DIRECTOR
Anthony Freud, OBE, General 

Director, President & CEO, The 
Women’s Board Endowed Chair

Linda Nguyen, Manager, Office of 
the General Director

Gregg Valentine, Executive 
Assistant, Office of the General 
Director

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY 
GENERAL DIRECTOR
Drew Landmesser, Deputy 

General Director and Chief 
Operating Officer 

Joshua Carroll, Director of 
Environmental Health and Safety

Michael Schoenig, Operations 
Finance Director

ARTISTIC
Matthew Ozawa, Chief Artistic 

Administration Officer
Tabitha Boorsma,  

Operations Associate

Artistic Planning
Andreas Melinat, Vice President, 

Artistic Planning
Cory Lippiello,  

Director of Artistic Programs
Evamaria Wieser,  

Casting Consultant 

Music Administration
Stephanie Karr, Senior Director of 

Music Administration
Sarah Cohn, Manager,  

Chorus and Dancers
Kourtnea Stevenson, Manager, 

Orchestra and Assistant 
Conductors

Annika Donnen, Associate Librarian
Christine Janicki, Orchestra 

Personnel Manager

Company Management
Ben Bell Bern, Director of Company 

Management
Kevin Krasinski, Associate Director 

of Company Management
Jeffrey Jauch, Company 

Management Associate
Faith Hart
Jordan Thomas  

Company Management Assistants 

ADVANCEMENT
Elizabeth Hurley,  

Chief Advancement Officer
Leigh Folta, Manager,  

Board of Directors
Felecia Coleman, 

Executive Assistant to the  
Chief Advancement Officer

Development 
Anna Mattson, Vice President, 

Development 
Mike Biver,  

Senior Director of Gift Planning
Scott Podraza, 

Senior Director, Fund for Lyric 
and Development Operations

Jonathan P. Siner, Senior Director  
of Gift Planning 

Angela DeStefano,  
Senior Philanthropy Officer

Claire Ryan, CFRE, Director, 
Development Operations

Nate Groonwald, Philanthropy 
Officer

Lauren Harrison, Philanthropy 
Officer 

Chelsea Lauing, Philanthropy 
Officer, Institutional Partnerships

Tara Lenardi, Grants Manager 
Paul D. Sprecher,  

Philanthropy Officer
Jennifer Mindrum,  

Associate Director of Gift Planning

Meghan Pioli, Associate Director  
of the Fund for Lyric

Aaron Sorensen, Development 
Operations Manager

Alec Perlow, Development Associate
Kassandra Hernandez, 

Development Services 
Coordinator

Mason Stahl, Development Services 
Coordinator 

Kate Sheehan, Vice President for  
Principal Gifts 

Lawrence DelPilar, Senior Director 
of Development, Principal Gifts

Kendria Perry-Madden,  
Senior Director of Development, 
Principal Gifts

Linda Macias, 
Associate Director, Principal Gifts

Deborah Hare, Senior Director of 
the Boards and Special Events

Marisa Lerman, Fundraising Events 
Manager

Nick Roman, Manager, Boards
Jonah Levi-Paesky, Coordinator, 

Boards, Guild Board, Chapters, 
and Lyric Young Professionals

Lydia Spettel, Coordinator, Boards, 
Women’s Board and Ryan Opera 
Center Board

Allison VerSteegh, 
Special Events Coordinator

Marketing and Communications
Paul Gunning,Vice President and 

Chief Marketing Officer
Janie Ragsdale, Marketing and 

Public Relations Coordinator

Tracy Galligher Young, Senior 
Director, Marketing & Audience 
Development

Brittany Gonzalez Camuy,  
Director of Group Sales and 
Partnerships

David Nutt, Director of Sales  
and Advertising

Jake Fruend,  
Graphic Design Specialist

Jessica Pedroza, Marketing Creative 
Project Associate

Victoria Pizzuto, Marketing Associate, 
Advertising & Promotions 

Holly H. Gilson, Senior Director, 
Communications

Michael Solomon,  
Director of Media Relations

David Zivan, Program Book Editor

Brad Dunn, Senior Director  
of Digital Initiatives

Michael Musick,  
Director of Digital Marketing

Samantha Berger, Website Content 
Manager

Erik Dohner, Digital Marketing 
Manager, Fundraising

Amanda Reitenbach, Manager  
of Social Media and Content

John Renfroe, Associate Director of 
Ticketing and Analytics

Andrew Cioffi,  
Digital Content Producer

Shannan Moore,  
Digital Marketing Associate

Ticketing Department/ 
Audience Services
Susan Harrison Niemi, Senior 

Director of Audience Services
Achilles Bezanis,  

VIP Ticketing Associate
Rosemary Walsh, Sales Manager, 

Customer Service & Call Center
Emily Brink,  

VIP Ticketing Coordinator

Kathy Butera
Zachary Adams 
Madeline Curtin
Emily DePalma
Kelly Figley
Sophia Formella  
Stephanie Gubin
Erin Hogan
Joseph Ryan
Avery Sujkowski  
Robert Ther 
Aren Thompson
William Vallandigham
Leonard Walker

Celia Williams 
Maria Wojtas 
Emma Younger 

Ticket Staff

FINANCE
Roberta Lane, Chief Financial and 

Administrative Officer 
Vincente F. Milianti,  

Vice President, Finance
Whitney Bercek, Controller
Nicky Chaybasarskaya,  

Senior Accountant
Ana Joyce, Senior Accountant
Nancy Ko, Accounting Manager
Faye Eisenberg, Staff Accountant
Erin Johnson,  

Advancement Budget Analyst
Idalia Andrade,  

Accounts Payable Associate
Zachary Kurzenberger,  

Financial Analyst

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Will Raj, Vice President,  

Information Technology
Eric Hayes, Director of IT Operations
Rita Parida, Director of Data Services
Bill Anderson, Senior Systems 

Administrator
Bob Helmuth, Systems Administrator
Jessica Keener, Systems Analyst

LYRIC UNLIMITED – LEARNING 
& CREATIVE ENGAGEMENT
Robert C. Goodwin,  

Vice President, Lyric Unlimited - 
Learning & Creative Engagement

Jill LeCesne Potter, Senior Director, 
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Learning Programs
Tarah Ortiz Durnbaugh, 

Director, Creative 
Engagement

Megan Elk, Engagement 
Producer

Elise LaBarge, Learning 
Programs Manager

Anthony Jones, Lyric 
Unlimited Coordinator

PEOPLE & CULTURE
Dawn Cerrito, Payroll 

Director 
Stephanie Strong, Director 

of Compensation, 
Benefits and HR 
Operation

Charity Franco,  
Human Resources 
Associate

Shanell Reynolds, Payroll 
Associate

Camilla Fernandez, Human 
Resources Coordinator 

Sean Hepp, Payroll 
Coordinator

Julian Lewis, Payroll 
Coordinator

Ericka Carmona-Vega,  
Talent Acquisition 
Consultant

PRESENTATIONS AND 
EVENTS
John Yelen, Senior Director 

of Facilities
Megan St. John, Director of 

Facility Operations
David Jaworski
Ramon Alex Perez  

Porters

Geri LaGiglio, Director of 
Front of House Operations

Sheila Matthews
Lena Sneed 

House Managers
Adam Bumber,  

House Supervisor
Jason Thomas,  

Bar Manager

Alyssa Bisanz 
Daniel Chavez
Alana Clark
Jose Garcia Cisneros
Monica Govea
Kevin Jackson
David Jaworski
Rachel Martinez
Ramon Perez
Jesus Rios
Felipe Valadez
Peter Wood 

Bartenders/Barbacks

Clara Blakemore
Nina Charlotten
Judith Parker
Boris Powell 

Coat Check Attendants

Stefan Peters, Maître d’

Patrick Dowling,  
Patron Services Manager

Linda Cuellar
Elbert Simon, 

Doorpersons

Linda Cuellar 
Tim Dodd
David Jaworski
Ramon Alex Perez
Ellen Pomes
Kevin Topp 

Stage Door Staff

Paulette Alonzi
David Barcena
Patricia Bell
Dominic Bialecki
Summer Burk
Nadine Burruss
Nila Cabrejos Lau
Daro Cook
Carl Corry
Sage Czerwinski
Marlene Delemore
Dora Forte
Griselda Garcia
Sharon Gaston
Ramona Hawkins
Gina Jacobs
Kristen Jamerson
Carl Lawson
Marlyn Love
Keisha Matthews
Thomas Miller
Talia Neidorf
Steven Pace
Eduard Pulst
Frank Reckitt
John Rosenthal
Leslie Rowan
Edwina Schorn
Ursula Sturgeon
Mary Thomas
Gina Tovar
Adam Wang
Katwanya West 
Cal Willis 

Ushers

Gregg Brody 
Box Office Manager

Kevin Belsey
Richard Diver 
Joseph Dunn
David Fitzgerald
Destiny Mack
Jessica Reinhart
Allan Waite
Laura Waters 

Box Office Assistant 
Treasurers

Joe Minogue,  
Chief Engineer

Michael LaPorte,  
Lead Engineer 

Philip Casica
Anthony Fasano
Brian McMahon
Bernard McNeela
Kevin O’Keefe
Thomas Setina 

Engineers

PRODUCTION 
Rachel A. Tobias, Production 

Stage Manager 

Katrina Bachus
Kristen Barrett

Alaina Bartkowiak
Jordan Lee Braun
David Toulson 

Assistant Stage Directors

Katrina Bachus
Alaina Bartkowiak
Gina Hays
Sandra Moore
Sandra Zamora 

Stage Managers

Katrina Bachus
Kristen Barrett
Alaina Bartkowiak
Gina Hays
Daniel Sokalski
Peggy Stenger
Amy C. Thompson
Bill Walters
Sandra Zamora 

Assistant Stage Managers

RYAN OPERA CENTER
Dan Novak, Vice President 

and Director, Ryan Opera 
Center, The Ryan Opera 
Center Board Endowed 
Chair

Craig Terry, Music Director, 
The Jannotta Family 
Endowed Chair

Julia Faulkner, Director of 
Vocal Studies, Elizabeth 
F. Cheney Foundation

Susanna McNatt, Manager

TECHNICAL
Michael Smallwood
 Vice President and 

Technical Director,  
The Allan and Elaine  
Muchin Endowed Chair

April Busch, Technical  
Operations Director

Scott Marr, Wardrobe, Wigs, 
and Makeup Director

Scott Wolfson, Associate  
Technical Director

Maria DeFabo Akin, 
Properties and Scenic 
Design Director

Chris Maravich, Lighting 
Director, Mary-Louise 
and James S. Aargard 
Lighting Director  
Endowed Chair

Benjamin McCormack,  
Assistant Technical 
Director

Kathryn Johnson, 
Properties and Special 
Projects Coordinator

Sarah Riffle
Bridget Williams
 Assistant Lighting 

Designers

Joe Dockweiler,  
Master Carpenter

Mike Reilly, Head Flyman/
Automation

Jeffrey Streichhirsch,  
Automation Assistant

Chris Barker
Robert Hull, Jr. 

Rigging/Automation 
Assistants

Mark Shanabrough,  
Head Shop Carpenter

Brian Grenda,  
Layout Carpenter

Drew Trusk,  
Head Shop Welder

Bruce Woodruff,  
Layout Welder

Dan DiBennardi  
Warehouse Coordinator

Dan Donahue
Justin Hull
Ryan McGovern 

Assistant Carpenters
Anthony Bernardy
Tyler Gil Ramos
Connor Ingersoll
John Ingersoll
Frank McPartlin
Johnny Rivers
Chase Torringa
Luigi Trupiano
Brian Walsh 

Carpenters 

Anthony Coia,  
Master Electrician

Soren Ersbak,  
Board Operator

John Clarke, Jr.
Thomas Hull
Robert Reynolds 

Assistant Electricians
Jason Combs
Thomas Fernandez
Brian Hobbs
Daniel Kuh
Tristan Ramirez
Jeremy Thomas
Jose Villalpando
Amador Williams 

Electricians 

Nick Charlan,  
Head Audio Technician

Matt Eble 
Asiel Simpson
Matt Swiatkowski 

Audio Technicians 

Charles Reilly,  
Property Master

Michael McPartlin,  
Properties Crew Head

Phil Marcotte,  
Prop Carpenter

Bob Ladd, Armorer
Rachel Boultinghouse, 

Upholsterer
Michael Buerger
Gordon Granger
Robert Hartge 

Assistant Properties
Johnny Collins
Joseph Collins
Adam Gorsky
Kevin McPartlin
Taylor Torringa 

Properties 

Brian Traynor,  
Charge Artist

Michael Bensancon 
Michael Murtaugh
Donna Slager 

Scenic Artists 

Maureen Reilly, Costume  
Director, The Richard  
P. and Susan Kiphart  
Endowed Chair

Lucy Lindquist,  
Wardrobe Mistress

Katelynn Barker
Laurel Clayson 
Drake Dabbs
Theresa Haack
Molly Herman
Samantha Holmes
Mary Keefe
Cecylia Kinder
Krystina Lowe
Bryan McDonald 
Lavinia Morozan
Elise Petrucci
Kathy Rubel
Joanna Rzepka
Marguerite Scott
Ewa Szylak
Barbara Szyllo
Michelle Tan
Isaac Turner
Megan Turner
Maggie Zabierowski 

Wardrobe Staff

Isabel Andrade
Scott Barker
Louie Barrios
Whitney Boyd
Bridget Brown
Lauren Crotty
Dawn-Marie Hamilton
David Hough
Charlie Junke
Wendy McCay
Joycenette Richardson
Sarah Santiago
Dulce Santillan
Angele Shadd
Andrew Swanson
Christopher Valente
Roger Weir
Kristi Wood 

Dressers 

Sarah Hatten, Wigmaster 
and Makeup Designer, 
The Marlys A. Beider 
Endowed Chair

Allison Burkholder,  
Department Coordinator

James Ogle, Wig and 
Makeup Crew Foreman

Necole Bluhm
Martha Contreras
Brittany Crinson
Krista D’Agostino
Eric Daniels
Mattison Drobney
June Gearon
Ansley Hughes
Chantelle Johnson
Lynn Koroulis
Claire Moores
Megan Pirtle
Olivia Roach
Emily Santiago
Rachel Stiles
Pat Tomlinson
Franziska Valus 

Wig and Makeup Department
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For its 2022/23 Ensemble,  
The Patrick G. and Shirley W. 
Ryan Opera Center expanded 
its roster to include a new 
position: Stage Manager. This 
exciting step demonstrates 
Lyric’s commitment to nurture 
the talents of artists involved 
in all aspects of our field. We 
are thrilled to introduce the first 
Ensemble member to take on 
this new role, Tess Naval.

HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE THE FIRST ARTIST 
IN THIS NEW STAGE MANAGER ROLE WITH 
THE RYAN OPERA CENTER?
It is incredibly exciting! I’m forging a new path, with the help of 
the Stage Management department and the Ryan Opera Center 
team. I’ve been given the opportunity to learn from the best in the 
business, and I couldn’t be more grateful. This role is furthering 
my professional training in a very meaningful way and will do the 
same for my successors.

WHAT LED YOU TO LYRIC? 
My journey to Lyric has had many twists and turns. After 
graduating from Boston University with my BFA, my career path 
took me to theme parks, magic shows, plays, musicals, and opera. 
I first explored opera while in college, where I stage managed our 
production of Così fan tutte. It was challenging and very different 
from what I had been working on previously and piqued my 
interest. My love of the art form and desire to continue pursuing 
it was invigorated by working with Yale Opera. Last spring Yale 
alumnus and fellow Ryan Opera Center Ensemble member Ryan 
Capozzo shared the news of the creation of this exciting new role 
and suggested I apply. And I did.

WHAT’S A TYPICAL DAY LIKE FOR YOU AND  
WHAT IS THE NATURE OF YOUR TRAINING?
There is never a typical day in stage management, which is 
one reason why I love this industry. When I started in May, 
rehearsals for the Ryan Opera Center Scenes Workshop began 
right away. Each day I would arrive at Lyric at least a half hour 
before the start time to prepare: look at the daily rehearsal 
schedule, pick up costumes from the Wardrobe Department, 
check in with the Props Department, directing team, and 
other departments about the day’s plan—and then, head to the 
rehearsal room. I would be in rehearsal all day helping and 
observing the stage management team. 
 After that performance project was completed, my days were 
spent diving through archival material from past Lyric seasons, 
watching archival footage of this season’s productions  
to familiarize myself with them, taking language classes in 
German and Italian, and prepping my scores for the season.  

My training is hands-on work assisting the stage management 
team on productions, as well as observation. I’ve already learned 
a lot about how things run here at Lyric and look forward to 
expanding that knowledge in the months ahead.

WHAT IS THE MOST CHALLENGING ASPECT 
OF STAGE MANAGEMENT? 
Keeping the big picture in mind, while being focused on the details. 
It’s important to always think about how things could affect other 
departments. For example, when a singer is staged to be sitting on 
the floor, you need to think about the floor treatment: Is it rough? 
Is it smooth? Is the stage raked on an incline? Does the singer’s 
costume restrict their movement to sit on the floor? Do they need 
to adjust their position for better breath support? How are their 
knees? Do they need knee pads? How does their costume need to 
be altered to allow knee pads? That’s just one of the many facets of 
operatic performance that need to be considered.

WHAT’S SOMETHING ABOUT STUDYING TO BE A 
STAGE MANAGER THAT PEOPLE MIGHT NOT KNOW?
We need to understand everyone’s role. Each person is vital. 
Being fully aware of how our colleagues contribute to the 
production and supporting them in those efforts results in a more 
cohesive production. As a stage manager, you are never done 
learning, and it’s important to consider new ideas. I’m always 
keeping my eyes and ears open to different approaches that might 
help me be a better stage manager.

BEYOND OPERA, WHAT ARE YOUR OTHER PASSIONS? 
I LOVE books. I love to read and be transported to exciting and 
thrilling new worlds. I also love nonfiction books about diverse 
topics such as environmental science or scientific discoveries. 
In a different life perhaps I would have been an environmental 
scientist or marine biologist. I also enjoy teaching my bird Winky 
new tunes to whistle. My family is local to the area, and we like to 
spend time together and try new restaurants. 

A FAVORITE LYRIC MOMENT? 
I have a couple memorable moments from the three months I’ve 
been here. My first week, I was given at least four separate tours 
of the building. Each person led me on a different route with tips 
and tricks to maneuvering around the many Lyric spaces.  
It was fascinating to see the “world of Lyric” through their eyes 
and footsteps. What really sticks with me is how everyone was 
excited to meet me and share their love of Lyric. The warm 
welcoming feeling I received then—and continue to receive 
now—is incredible.
 The Ryan Opera Center Board gifted the Ensemble an 
architecture boat tour as a welcome to the season. Even though  
I have lived in Chicago for five years, I’ve never had the chance 
to take this tour. It was so much fun to spend some time outside 
the opera house with my colleagues, while also learning about the 
city. As the boat passed the opera house, we all cheered and took 
selfies with the building where we spend A LOT of time. 

People of Lyric Tess Naval
Stage Manager in The Patrick G. and 
Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center Ensemble
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