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In Memoriam

Dietrich Gross
(1933-2024)

Lyric Opera of Chicago dedicates these performances of Rigoletto
to Dietrich Gross in honor of his extraordinary generosity and
service as a member of the Board of Directors from 1990 until
2022 when he was elected as a Life Director. In 2009, he was
presented the Carol Fox Award recognizing his distinguished
service and dedication to Lyric. He and his wife, Erika, became
subscribers in the 1970s and have been a constant presence in the
opera house ever since.

Please join us in expressing our deep gratitude to Erika, who is
sponsoring Lyric’s 2024/25 Season in loving memory of Dietrich.
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At Lyric, you’ll be amazed, replenished,

and inspired with must-see, must-hear live
experiences. Through the timeless power of
voice, acting that brings characters to life in
triumph and tragedy, the splendor of a great
orchestra and chorus—coupled with theater,
dance, design, and truly magical stagecraft—
Lyric is devoted to Iimmersing audiences

in worlds both familiar and unexpected,
creating shared experiences that resonate
long after the curtain comes down.
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A message from the Chair

Welcome, everyone!

A new season at Lyric Opera of Chicago is always a cause for celebration. Artists from around the world arrive
at our house and begin the long work of putting productions together. The pit hums with surging strings,
backstage rings with voices in rehearsal—and onstage, hammers bang and lights glow once again. It’s a
breathtaking time, and this Rigoletto is the first work in an exceptionally strong season which will bring to life
some of the greatest works in the repertoire, as well as deliver the Lyric premieres of two exciting 21st century
works that have already received great critical acclaim.

This season brings with it, too, a special, extra jolt of energy. As you likely know, we are proud to announce the
appointment of John Mangum as Lyric’s fifth General Director, President & CEO. Renowned as an innovative
visionary and collaborator with significant artistic and executive leadership roles at some of the country’s
foremost performing arts organizations, John comes to us from Houston Symphony where he served as
Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer. He led the organization through hurricanes, the pandemic, and
change with notable safety, growth, and artistic achievement, all while creating and implementing meaningful
community and educational programming.

John already has had a series of productive and exciting conversations with Music Director Enrique Mazzola as
they prepare to lead our world-class company into the future. He will begin full-time in October and I hope you
will join me in offering him a warm welcome.

And now we have this thrilling production of Rigoletto. Our Maestro, beginning his fourth full season at Lyric,
takes the podium for another masterpiece from Verdi, a composer at the core of his repertoire. Renowned New
York-based director Mary Birnbaum makes her Lyric debut-and she’s not the only one. The superb Armenian
soprano Mane Galoyan debuts here as Gilda, a role she has sung with success, and joining us for the first time
also is the dazzling Mexican tenor Javier Camarena, bringing his bravura voice to the feckless Duke. Taking the
title role is the formidable Igor Golovatenko, among the most lauded baritones in the opera world today.

On behalf of the entire Lyric family, let me say how delighted we are to welcome you once again to the Lyric
Opera House. None of the splendid work we do, onstage and off, could happen without your ongoing support.
We thank you!

9%4/7‘& ol

SYLVIA NEIL
Chair
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Talent Centiral

This season marks the 50th anniversary of The Patrick G. and Shirley W.
Ryan Opera Center. Here's a brief retrospective of highlights
of this extraordinary program’s evolution.

By Alana Guggenheim

As Luciano Pavarotti looks on, Ensemble soprano Marcia Cope delivers an aria during a 1983 master class.
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“I¥'s truly remarkable to look back on The Patrick G. and
Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center’s legacy,” says Dan Novak, who
has worked at the Ryan Opera Center since 2000, becoming
director in 2013. Recognized globally for its standard-setting
training, the Ryan Opera Center is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this season, an astonishing benchmark that
speaks to its innumerable successes and ongoing impact

on the field. Hundreds of artists have participated in the
program’s Ensemble, and dozens continue to grace stages
around the globe. The roster of its instructors, mentors, and
visiting artists reads as a who’s-who of the opera world. The
Ryan Opera Center is indeed one of Lyric Opera of Chicago’s
most significant calling cards.

Originally named the Lyric Opera School of Chicago,
what is now the Ryan Opera Center was established

in 1974 under the visionary leadership of then-General
Manager Carol Fox, Music Director Bruno Bartoletti,

and Assistant Manager Ardis Krainik. Their goal was to
attract and nurture the country’s best emerging singers
by providing advanced coaching and training, along with
opportunities to perform in comprimario roles on the
Lyric stage. The Chicago Tribune hailed the program as a
groundbreaking development in local opera history.

Under the direction of the American lyric tenor and
conductor Herbert Handt, the program enrolled its first
cohort of 10 up-and-coming American singers, including
the future internationally acclaimed contralto Kathleen
Kuhlmann. One of the early highlights was the Ensemble’s
own production of Domenico Puccini’s II Ciarlatano,
performed with orchestra at the University of Chicago
and at Lake Forest’s Barat College, setting a precedent for
excellence, collaboration, and performance opportunities
that continues to define the program today.

Notable productions including Ensemble artists have
become cornerstones in the Ryan Opera Center’s history.
Among these, the 1990 performances and recording by
New World Records of Hugo Weisgall’s Six Characters in
Search of an Author stands out, showcasing the training
program’s dedication to contemporary opera. In fact,
Lyric’s Composer-in-Residence program was overseen
by the Ryan Opera Center and resulted in several world
premieres, among them The Song of Majnun (1992) by
Bright Sheng, Between Two Worlds (The Dybbuk) (1997)
by Shulamit Ran, and Lovers and Friends: The Chautauqua
Variations (2001) by Michael John LaChiusa.

Ryan Opera Center artists have also made remarkable
contributions to Lyric’s mainstage productions, often
performing supporting roles as well as understudying
principal roles—and, quite often, stepping in to perform
them. This has not only provided invaluable experience

. g '."-‘:‘
>)
.

A,

surround Denyce Graves, in Lyric’s 4 4 . | b
2005/06 Carmen. Clockwise from left: I,
Susanna Phillips, David Cangelosi, T

Rodell Rosel, and Lauren McNegSe.

Former and current Ensemble membe;.i,.-:—' v

for the artists but has also enriched Lyric Opera’s offerings
with fresh and dynamic talent. Audience members won't
soon forget the last-minute, remarkable substitution of
Ensemble soprano Kathryn Henry into the title role of
Jentifa in its last performance during the 2023/24 Season.

Since its inception, the Ryan Opera Center has
undergone several name changes and significant
program evolutions, each reflecting a new phase in its
development and mission. In 1981, the name was changed
to the Lyric Opera Center for American Artists to better
represent its mission of nurturing American talent who
might otherwise have needed to go to Europe for post-
graduate professional development. This period saw the
introduction of master classes led by renowned stars like
Luciano Pavarotti, Alfredo Kraus, Evelyn Lear, Sherrill
Milnes, and more, enhancing the training experience for
Ensemble artists.

In 2006, the program was renamed The Patrick G.
and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center in recognition of a
transformative gift from the Ryans, reflecting the program’s
broadened mission and elevated status within the opera
community. That year was significant also due to the
appointment of Gianna Rolandi as the Ryan Opera Center’s

13 | Lyric Opera of Chicago




new Director, a position she held until 2013. The coloratura
soprano brought with her a wealth of experience on

the world’s stages, including her 1986 debut at Lyric as
Dorinda in Handel’s Orlando. “It was so beneficial for

our young singers to work with Gianna,” noted William
Mason, Lyric’s General Director from 1997 to 2012. “She
truly understood what singing was all about and what it
meant to have a career.”

Between the tenures of Handt and Rolandi, the Ryan
Opera Center enjoyed a series of visionary Directors: Lee
Schaenen (1977-1991), Andrew Foldi (1991-1995), and
Richard Pearlman (1995-2006). The administration later
grew to include a Music Director and Director of Vocal
Studies, positions held today by Craig Terry and Julia
Faulkner. Ensemble positions of pianist, conductor, stage
director, and stage manager have recently been added to
reflect the training program’s leadership in nurturing the
talents of artists across the full spectrum of the field. The
program has also evolved to include international artists,
further diversifying its talent pool.

Each season, the Ryan Opera Center attracts over
600 applicants from around the globe, competing for
the coveted spots in the Ensemble. This level of interest
reflects the Ryan Opera Center’s reputation as one of the

Clockwise from top left: The 1993/94 Ensemble
presented Maurice Ravel's 1911 one-act comedy, L’heure
espagnole; Ensemble tenor Kenneth Gayle gets some
hands-on encouragement from Renata Scotto; the
2012/13 Ensemble strikes a pose.
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premier operatic training programs in the world. Lyric
Music Director Enrique Mazzola provides invaluable
insights and mentorship to Ensemble members, as does
Ryan Opera Center Advisor-at-Large Renée Fleming.

The achievements of the Ryan Opera Center’s alumni
and current Ensemble members are a testament to the
program’s impact. Graduates have gone on to perform
in leading roles at prestigious opera houses worldwide,
including the Metropolitan Opera, Royal Opera House,
and Vienna State Opera. It’s no surprise that season after
season over the past five decades, Lyric has welcomed
home numerous distinguished alumni to perform in the
Ardis Krainik Theater.

All the success and growth stem from the unwavering
support and dedicated leadership established at the very
beginning. “We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to
the hundreds of Ryan Opera Center Board members and
donors, whose generosity made everything the program
has accomplished possible,” says Novak. “We will always be
grateful for their vision, investment, and advocacy to create
the Opera Center 50 years ago and guide its growth. As
we look ahead, we aim to build on this strong foundation,
explore new opportunities for our artists, and ensure the
Ryan Opera Center remains a beacon of excellence in artist
development for the next 50 years and beyond!”
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Adapting a play by Victor Hugo, Giuseppe Verdi brought
astounding intensity to the court jester Rigoletto, tragically
obsessed with avenging his daughter Gilda’s dishonor.
The score’s highlights are unforgettable, from Rigoletto’s
hair-raising denunciation of the Duke of Mantua’s courtiers,
“Cortigiani,” to the immoral, philandering Duke’s

“La donna e mobile,” to Gilda’s ecstatic “Caro nome.”
Conducted by Music Director Enrique Mazzola, an
acclaimed Verdian, Lyric’s visually sumptuous production
stars the sensational Russian baritone Igor Golovatenko.
He’s joined by two other international luminaries making
eagerly awaited company debuts: Mané Galoyan, the
exquisite Armenian soprano, and Javier Camarena,

the spectacular Mexican tenor.
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Mané Galoyan as Gilda in the Wolf
Trap Opera production of Rigoletto.

Scott Suchman - Wolf Tr
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Rigoletto

Music by Giuseppe Verdi | Opera in three acts in Italian
Libretto by Francesco Maria Piave
September 14, 18m, 22m, 25, 28, and October 1, 6m, 2024

CHARACTERS IN ORDER OF VOCAL APPEARANCE

Duke of Mantua Javier Camarena+ Conductor
Borsa Travon D.Walker** Director
Countess Ceprano Adia Evans**® Set Designer
Rigoletto Igor Golovatenko Costume Designer
Marullo Sankara Harouna® Lighting Designer
Count Ceprano Christopher Humbert, Jr.* ° Chorus Director
Monterone Andrew Manea* Wig Master and
Sparafucile Soloman Howard Makeup Designer
Gilda Mané Galoyan* Assistant Director
Giovanna Maire Therese Carmack™* Stage Manager
Page Gemma Nha** Stage Band Conductor
Usher Vince Wallace Musical Preparation
Maddalena Zoie Reams
Actors Susie Griffith

Sheena Laird Fight Director

Intimacy Director
Projected English Titles

Enrique Mazzola
Mary Birnbaum+
Robert Innes Hopkins
Jane Greenwood
Duane Schuler
Michael Black

John Metzner*

Jordan Lee Braun
Alaina Bartkowiak
Francesco Milioto
Kyrian Friedenberg”
Keun-A Lee

Noah Lindquist
Francesco Milioto
Jerad Mosbey
Samantha Kaufman
Samantha Kaufman
Francis Rizzo

First performed at La Fenice, Venice, on March 11, 1851.
First performed by Lyric Opera of Chicago on November 1, 1955.

+ Lyric debut

® Current Member, The Patrick G.and Shirley W.Ryan Opera Center

~ Solti Foundation U.S. Opera Residency

Lyric
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Synopsis

TIME | 16th century
PLACE | In and near Mantuaq, ltaly

ACTI

Scene 1. In his palace, the Duke of Mantua tells a courtier, Borsa,

about his newest love. The girl has enchanted the Duke, but ultimately

it makes no difference to him whether he pursues one woman or the
other—they’re all the same (Ballata: Questa o quella). The Duke flirts with
Countess Ceprano, as Rigoletto cruelly mocks her husband. Another
courtier, Marullo, excitedly tells his friends of his surprising discovery:
Rigoletto has a mistress.

Rigoletto suggests several unscrupulous methods of disposing of
superfluous husbands. Realizing that he is the object of Rigoletto’s
sarcasm, Count Ceprano arranges for a midnight meeting with some of
the courtiers to obtain vengeance.

Another nobleman, Monterone, storms in to denounce the Duke for
dishonoring his daughter. He curses the Duke, and when mocked viciously
by Rigoletto, Monterone turns on Rigoletto and curses him as well.

Scene 2. Brooding over Monterone’s curse, Rigoletto returns to the
secluded house where he shields his daughter, Gilda, away from the
licentiousness of the Duke’s court. He is confronted by Sparafucile, a
professional assassin (Duet: Va! Non ho niente), who offers his services
should Rigoletto ever wish to rid himself of an enemy. Rigoletto sends the
man away. He muses on the similarity of their professions (Monologue:
Pari siamo)—Rigoletto constantly wounding others with his wit, while
Sparafucile uses a knife.

Gilda greets her father (Duet: Figlia! Mio padre!). She asks him about her
mother, but he replies only that his wife was an angel who loved him.
He refuses to divulge his real name and repeats his command that Gilda
not leave their home, except to attend church. When her father asks if
she has talked to any strangers, she evades his question. While Rigoletto
is warning Giovanna, his housekeeper, to admit no one, the Duke steals
in and hides. He is astonished to hear Rigoletto call Gilda his daughter.
Father and daughter bid each other farewell, and Rigoletto departs.

LYRIC'S 2024/25 SEASON IS
PRESENTED BY

Erika Gross in loving
memory of Dietrich Gross
Julie & Roger Baskes

PRODUCTION SPONSORS

Lisbeth Stiffel

Marlys A. Beider

Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin

Alice & John Butler*

H.Gael Neeson+*

Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel*

Robert and Penelope Steiner
Family Foundation*

° Deceased

* Enrique Circle Members

Additional costumes by Austin Pettinger.
Katrina Benedict, Krostyne Studio,
and The Costume Shop.

Lyric Opera of Chicago gratefully
acknowledges the support of the

NIB Foundation Italian Opera Endowed
Chair and the Guild Board of Directors
Verdi Endowed Chair.

Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its
Official Airline, American Airlines.

APPROXIMATE TIMINGS
This production will be performed
with one intermission.

Act | 1 hour
Infermission 25 minutes

Acts Il &I 1 hour 10 minutes
TOTAL 2 hours 35 minutes
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Synopsis

continued

Gilda confesses to Giovanna that she is in love with a
young man who has been following her home every
day after church. The Duke now appears and declares
his love for Gilda (Duet: E il sol dell’ anima). He identifies
himself as Gualtier Malde, a penniless student. Hearing
footsteps, he rushes off, leaving Gilda thinking lovingly
of his name (Aria: Caro nome).

The courtiers appear, masked, ready to abduct
Rigoletto’s supposed mistress. Rigoletto surprises them
by returning, but Marullo convinces him that they are
planning to abduct the wife of Count Ceprano, who
lives nearby. Rigoletto falls into their trap, permitting
himself to be blindfolded and masked. Unknowingly,
he assists the conspirators (Chorus: Zitti, zitt). Gilda
cries out desperately to her father as she is carried off.
Becoming suspicious, Rigoletto tears off the blindfold,
realizes Gilda is gone, and cries, “Ah, the curse!”

INTERMISSION

ACT I

The Duke laments the loss of Gilda (Recitative and Aria:
Ella mi fu rapital... Parmi veder le lagrime). After the
courtiers tell him of the abduction, he rejoices that the
girl is now in the palace (Cabaletta: Possente amor).

When Rigoletto appears, he feigns nonchalance. Once
it becomes clear to him that Gilda must be with the
Duke, he tries to reach her, but the courtiers hold him
back. His denunciation of their treachery dissolves

into a bereft father’s pleading (Aria: Cortigiani, vil razza
dannata). Left alone with Rigoletto, Gilda confesses

that she is in love with the Duke (Duet: Tutte le feste al
tempio... Piangli, fanciulla) and begs her father to forgive
him. As Monterone appears on his way to prison,
Rigoletto swears that they both will be avenged.

ACT Il

Rigoletto has brought Gilda to Sparafucile’s inn to prove
her lover’s faithlessness. As they lurk in the darkness,
the Duke swaggers in. After proclaiming the fickleness
of woman (Canzone: La donna ¢ mobile), he showers
attention on Maddalena, the assassin’s attractive

sister. As the flirtation progresses, Rigoletto tries to
comfort his despairing daughter (Quartet: Un di, si ben
rammentomi... Bella figlia dell” amore). He orders her
to return home, disguise herself as a boy, and meet him
in Verona. He strikes a bargain with Sparafucile for the
Duke’s murder and then departs.

Gilda overhears Maddalena begging her brother to
spare the handsome stranger’s life. Sparafucile agrees
to deceive Rigoletto by substituting the corpse of the
next person who appears at the inn. Having returned to
the inn determined to sacrifice herself so the Duke may
live, Gilda becomes Sparafucile’s next victim.

At the stroke of midnight, Rigoletto pays the assassin.
Sparafucile offers to dispose of the body, but Rigoletto
reserves for himself the satisfaction of throwing

the sack containing his enemy’s corpse in the river.
Suddenly he hears the Duke’s voice. Rigoletto frantically
cuts open the sack and finds his dying daughter (Duet:
V’ho ingannato...Lassu in cielo). Begging her father’s
forgiveness, she dies. The despairing Rigoletto cries out
once more, “Ah, the curse!”
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Director's note

by Mary Birnbaum

One of the most rewarding aspects of directing
standard repertoire is the opportunity to re-examine
characters who were crafted before the dawn of modern
dramaturgy in order to try to give voice to their stories
with sufficient complexity and agency.

Is a woman a priceless treasure worth stealing, or
a worthless and interchangeable commodity (“Questa o
quella”)? The conflict within Rigoletto about the value of
women (despite their virginity—or rather, the loss of it)
exists within every courtier in the stormy, godless autocracy
of Mantua in the 1550s. The repellent attitudes of the
charismatic Duke and his cronies (and Rigoletto, when it
comes to women who are not related to him), set to Verdi’s
catchiest music makes us understand why the censors of
the composer’s own day were “triggered” by the work.

Two often overlooked details of the text of the
libretto fashioned after Victor Hugo’s play haunted me
as I thought about telling the story of Rigoletto and his
daughter to the audience at Lyric: the absence of an
actual Duchess of Mantua from the stage and the story,
and Gilda’s complete lack of any memory of her mother,
who died when Gilda was a helpless infant. These
two clues pointed me to a world where women were
completely absent.

Mantua is a court without “the female touch”—the
out-of-court Duchess of Mantua (in a striking parallel
with the Last Duchess in the poem of Robert Browning,
Verdi’s contemporary) is present only in a fresco on the
wall. Rigoletto’s wife is an angel (but she is dead), and
women who serve at the pleasure of the court are just
trying to survive. Women don't have a voice at the Duke’s
court: Verdi didnt include a female chorus. Even when
women are dressed as men—Ilike the Page, or Gilda in the
final act—they are always lacking some critical piece of
information, and, as a result, are disenfranchised.

In light of this prevalent power dynamic, it’s easy
at first to imagine Gilda as a victim of sexual assault
who has been brainwashed by her subservient love for
the Duke. Gilda’s actions to save a despicable if vocally
sweet seducer despite his disregard for her are, by
modern-day standards, indefensible, a pure hangover
from the trauma he has caused.

Then I started to think about Gilda’s core need, even
before the Duke enjoys and then abandons her, to have
her father tell her about their family, about her mother,
to learn any shred of personal detail; she even begs
Rigoletto to disclose his—their—family name. I began to
think: What if, in the grand tradition of teenage girls,
Gilda was a partial agent rather than a victim? What
if she has been thinking of other ways to escape the
perpetual and suffocating nameless present that her
father has trapped her in, even as he claims that her
lockdown only stems from his paternal love?

The Duke’s romancing fulfills a deep need when
he gives Gilda a name to hang her dreams of a future
on—a name for herself no matter how silly—Gualtier
Malde. From the Duke, Gilda receives a purpose and
a mission—to make his name hers or go down trying.

I researched the history of abduction during
the 16th century in Italy, which reveals that women
were political property although not always and not
necessarily in a purely sexual way. What if, though
Gilda’s abduction was terrifying, her experience at court
was not? “Tutte le feste,” Gilda’s confession, includes
her own guilt at betraying her father’s wishes, but she
shares no details of her encounter with the Duke. It may
be obvious to read her omission as a confession of an
act of violence, but what if her shame was not wholly
due to survivor’s guilt but instead was the shame of a
daughter who had ambitions—a life with a name of her
own—outside of what her father demanded? How would
the story change if Gilda’s consent had been given on
the basis of a life of stability promised, even if falsely,
to Gilda by the Duke?

These are the questions with which I started to re-
stage and re-envision a 19-year-old production using the
pre-existing design. For inspiration in staging the bodies
within the storm, I looked to Caravaggio and, possibly
more importantly, the great 17th-century artist Artemisia
Gentileschi, a sexual assault victim who took matters into
her own storytelling hands both by painting her rapist
and calling him out in legal proceedings. I felt that Gilda,
even if denied this full agency by her death, deserves her
own story, and [ have tried to let her tell it.
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Lyric

Rigolettos at Lyric

More than a dozen baritones have taken the demanding lead
role here. Allow us to re-introduce five of the giants who graced
the Lyric stage in the company’s first 40 years.

by Roger Pines

Over 12 seasons, 16 prominent
baritones have taken on the title
role in Verdi’s Rigoletto at Lyric
Opera of Chicago. Many will still be
well remembered by aficionados,
while others have proven less
immortal. Still, all carry a piece of
the company’s rich history with
this work, which dates back to its
premiere here in 1955.

Of all Verdi’s baritone roles,
Rigoletto’s protagonist is surely
the most vocally, theatrically,
and emotionally demanding. The
role requires a sizable, warm-
toned, wide-ranging instrument,
capable of extraordinarily varied
expressiveness. The singing must
excel not only at full power but also
in some of the most intimately scaled
passages Verdi ever gave a singer.
Any Rigoletto needs tremendous
acting skill, as well as exceptional
physical stamina. Here we take
a look back at the portrayals by
five titans—four Italians and an
American—who graced the Lyric
stage during the company’s first
four decades.
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Ettore Bastianini with Gianna D’Angelo in Lyric’s 1962 production of Rigolett
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Tito Gobbi
The Complete Artist

This company’s unofficial “godfather,” Tito Gobbi
provided wise counsel in many artistic matters during
Lyric’s first quarter-century. Backstage he exuded
warmth and bonhomie, while always communicating
a passionate devotion to his art. From 1955 to 1973 at
Lyric, he sang 21 of the nearly 100 roles in his repertoire.
The Chicago Sun-Times 1955 review of his performance
in the company’s first Rigoletto noted that he “gave a
galvanizing performance. It was a choice piece of drama
and equally honorable vocally.” He would return to the
role three seasons later.

Gobbi recorded Rigoletto in 1955, but any
portrayal of his needed to be seen, not just heard.
Although only 33 years old at the time, he’s in
commanding form throughout a 1946 television film.
Achingly tender in the scenes with Gilda, he also has
the biting rage for the dramatic confrontation with the
courtiers. Never a luxuriant or unfailingly effortless
sound, Gobbi’s voice nonetheless handles each
challenge comfortably, often achieving memorable
beauty (for example, when Rigoletto tells Gilda how
his now-dead wife had loved him, Gobbi’s singing is
exquisitely sweet). In every moment his face, voice,
and physicality work in perfect unity, with a truly
complete portrayal as the gratifying result.

Ettore Bastianini

(lower right) with
Richard Tucker as the
Duke in Lyric’s 1962
production of Rigoletto.
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Ettore Bastianini
The Lion

Following Titta Ruffo’s vocal decline in the mid-1920s,
Italians found their new baritone hero three decades later
in Ettore Bastianini. Ruffo famously possessed “la voce
del leone” (“the voice of a lion”), and the same could have
been said of Bastianini, whose power and sheer density of
sound were astonishing. He earned legions of admirers in
Europe and America—including Chicago, where Rigoletto
was the third of his seven Lyric roles from 1955 to 1965.
Alas, he died in 1967, at only 43.

Bastianini’s throat cancer was diagnosed in
November 1962, the same month that he sang Rigoletto
at Lyric. Unaware of his condition, the critics judged
him harshly—in fact, one called his singing “dry” and
“monochromatic,” which is simply not true. Admittedly,
in surviving recorded excerpts from that production
his pitch is often questionable, and softer passages
no longer come easily, but it’s clear that this is still an
impressive instrument.

No video exists of Bastianini in the role, but in a 1960
studio recording, he’s simply magnificent. The voice
stuns with its power and dark mahogany timbre, which
are never an end in themselves—the vocalism serves the
character. This is absolutely honest, unfettered singing,
with the words always meaningfully inflected. The
leonine sound in the “vendetta” duet with Gilda is hair-
raising, but in contrast, whenever Verdi needs restraint
from Rigoletto—for example, in his low-lying portion of
the quartet—Bastianini is also ideal.
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Cornell MacNeil
The American

Minnesota-born Cornell MacNeil, Lyric’s first
American Rigoletto, was also the first American Verdi
baritone to achieve a significant presence in Italy. Having
debuted at Milan’s La Scala in 1959, he subsequently
starred in Verona, Palermo, Naples, Turin, and Parma,
earning huge acclaim for his imposing voice and innate
sense of Verdi style.

MacNeil appeared in eight operas at Lyric over
a quarter century (1957 to 1982), including two runs
with Rigoletto (1958, 1965). Following his first Lyric
performance as the jester—replacing Gobbi at the last
moment—the Chicago Daily Tribune review commented
that his Rigoletto might eventually be compared with that
of another American baritone, the great Leonard Warren.
The promise would soon be fulfilled, with Rigoletto
becoming one of his signature roles.

More than his two studio recordings of Rigoletto,
MacNeil’s 1981 Metropolitan telecast truly reveals his
eminence. The 59-year-old singer’s voice has retained the
necessary scale, his Italian is exemplary, and he delivers
all the key moments with fervor. His vast experience
in the role makes even small physical gestures telling.
Watch, for example, when Rigoletto suddenly grips his
daughter’s hand in their first duet, or when, thinking of
her, he picks up a scarf in the Duke’s palace and barely
suppresses a sob of disappointment in seeing that it
isn’t Gilda’s. MacNeil delivers unusual dignity in the
final dialogue with Sparafucile, contrasting with his
character’s agonizing disbelief when he hears the Duke’s
voice in the distance.

Piero Cappuccilli
The Master

Revered at La Scala and everywhere else in Europe,
Piero Cappuccilli starred in 10 operas at Lyric from 1969
to 1986 (all but two were by Verdi). Critics hailed his
1971 Rigoletto for the portrayal’s unfailingly beautiful
vocalism. At the same time, the Sun-Times review
mentioned the moment in Act Two when this Rigoletto
“abandoned his jesting to ride fury and revenge on
the courtiers”—it was “full-bodied and important and
theatrically moving.”

Cappuccilli’s greatest strength was always his
impeccable singing. He accomplished feats of masterfully
smooth phrasing, the voice inevitably flowing with
incomparable consistency. Many Rigolettos overreach
vocally, but that was not Cappuccilli’s way. Never forcing
his voice, in every instance he shows the value of truly
singing rather than ranting through the role.

Those familiar with Cappuccilli’s recordings, which
aren’t always sufficiently dramatic, will be surprised to
watch him onscreen in a 1981 Rigoletto from Geneva.
Even without detailed stage direction, he’s totally
absorbed in the role. Adopting a heavy, plodding
walk, he seems a deeply pathetic figure. At the palace,
singing the “La ra, lara” passage, he’s dazed, even
broken, seeming hardly to know where he is. When
the courtiers throw him to the floor, he begins his aria
lying prostrate, singing and acting very movingly. In Act
Three, when gazing at the sack and singing “Egli ¢ la...
morto” [“He’s there...dead”], his voice is almost choked
with stunned incredulity. Seconds later, seeing that it’s
his dying daughter and not the Duke, on the phrase “Chi
t’ha colpita?” (“Who struck you?”) Rigoletto’s emotional
pain—indeed, his humanity—is all there.
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Leo Nucci

The Singing Actor

With a splendidly colorful instrument, plus the
necessary range and style, Leo Nucci became a crucial
Verdi performer beginning in the late 1970s. At Lyric he
sang Verdi’s Renato (1980), Don Carlo di Vargas (1988),
and Rigoletto (1990). The Chicago Sun-Times found
Nucci “superlative” as a Rigoletto who “easily dominates
the stage in his big scenes.” Having already sung the
role nearly 150 times by then, he was still singing it at
age 74 (1) at La Scala in 2016.

Onstage in a Zurich production from 2006, Nucci’s
Rigoletto shows exceptional physical and facial detail.
Remarkably agile when cavorting in his jester costume,
he’s also very strong physically, even pulling the sack
containing Gilda’s body while sustaining a high G. He
has amazingly expressive eyes, memorably reflecting the
haunted quality he brings to the words “Quel vecchio
maledivami” (“That old man cursed me”). There’s some
effortful singing occasionally, but late in his career,
Nucci still has the music fully in hand.

For the Gilda/Rigoletto scenes to touch the heart,
there must be truly sincere affection between them—
Verdi’s music demands it. In the Zurich production,
Nucci gets this from Romanian soprano Elena Mosuc,
and he responds in kind. How wonderful to watch his
whole face and demeanor soften in their first duet (when
leaving the house, he actually blows her a kiss). Later, at
the palace, he’s desperately sad, especially when singing
his heartbroken plea to the backs of the unfeeling
courtiers. Like his great predecessors, Nucci never fails
to reach the truth of a role that demands everything a
great baritone has to give.

Roger Pines writes regularly for Opera magazine (U.K.),
opera-company programs throughout America, and
major recording companies. He has been a faculty
member at Northwestern University’s Bienen School of
Music since 2019.
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Baritone Igor Golovatenko demonstrated
extraordinary musical versatility early on, graduating
first as a cellist from the Saratov Conservatory, then as
a conductor from Moscow’s Tchaikovsky Conservatory
before turning to vocal studies at the Moscow
Academy of Choral Arts. He first wowed Chicago
audiences in 2022, with his Lyric debut as Posa in

Don Carlos. Stage and Cinema noted his “soaring and
sinuous voice” and “gorgeously sonorous tone.”

Now a mainstay at his hometown Bolshoi
Theatre, Golovatenko has made an indelible mark
at top houses around the world in a wide variety of
repertoire, including classic Russian lyric-baritone
roles such as Yeletsky in The Queen of Spades (his
Metropolitan Opera debut role in 2019) and the title
role in Eugene Onegin. Laura Servidei of Bachtrack,
reviewing his Zurich Onegin, called him “elegant and
aristocratic, but capable of outbursts which managed
to cut through [the] thick orchestral texture,” adding
that, “in the finale, his transformation was impressive,
his desperation palpable.”

Golovatenko’s Italianate tone, natural slancio,
and grand-scale theatrical presence seem made to
order for the meaty dramatic roles of Giuseppe Verdi,
which form the heart of his repertoire. His Verdi
credentials include all the staples—Germont in La
traviata, Rodrigue in Don Carlos, Renato in Un ballo in
maschera, lago in Otello, Di Luna in Il trovatore and,
of course, his current Lyric role, Rigoletto—as well as
some less often heard but equally intense characters
such as Montfort in Les vépres siciliennes, Seid in I
corsaro, and Don Carlo in La forza del destino, which
he unveiled in a riveting performance at the Met
last season.

What makes Verdi’s towering figures such a
perfect fit for Golovatenko? “I love his mode of
writing for the voice,” the baritone said during a Met
intermission interview. “This is very wise, you know—
he doesn’t do the full energy in the first aria or first
scene. He builds the role like a very good dramaturg.”

In his current assignment, Golovatenko will have
an opportunity to take full advantage of Verdi’s careful
pacing and dramatic range. A YouTube video of the
embittered jester’s showpiece, “Cortigiani! vil razza
dannata,” makes it clear that Chicago audiences are
in for a treat. Golovatenko throws himself into Verdi’s
roiling opening phrases like a fury, figurative fists flying,
then encases those angry fists in a glove of vocal velvet
for the aria’s pleading second half, the warmth of his
tone and his smooth legato expressing the full depth of
his paternal affection. After his first outing in the role,
in Savona, La Repubblica called him “an admirable
Rigoletto . . . a splendid voice, beautiful portamento,
ductile phrasing, and perfect diction”—clearly a worthy
successor to the great Lyric Rigolettos of the past.

—Louise T. Guinther



Artist profiles

IGOR GOLOVATENKO

RIGOLETTO

Previously at Lyric: Rodrigue/Don Carlos
(2022/23).

The Russian baritone has been acclaimed

for his performances in theatres such as the Royal Opera House
Covent Garden, Metropolitan Opera, Vienna State Opera, Opéra
national de Paris, and his home theatre, the Bolshoi in Moscow.
Recent roles include Simon Boccanegra at the Teatro Regio di
Parma, lago/Otello at the Teatro di San Carlo in Naples, Robert/
Iolanta (Berlin Philharmonic), Riccardo/I puritani (Vienna), and the
title role of Eugene Onegin at the Metropolitan Opera. Last season,
Golovatenko appeared as Don Carlo/La forza del destino at the
Met, Amonasro/Aida in Arena di Verona, Rodrigue/Don Carlos

for his debut at the Vienna State Opera, where he later returned

as Germont/La traviata, Guido di Monforte/I Vespri Siciliani and
Tlago/Otello. In the 2019/20 Season, he made his Met debut as
Prince Yeletsky in Pique Dame, and in 2018/19 he made his North
American debut as Eugene Onegin at Washington National Opera.

MANE GALOYAN
GILDA
Lyric debut

This season the Armenian soprano will sing
Micaéla in Carmen at the Royal Opera House
in London, and have two more role and house debuts: as Vitellia in
La clemenza di Tito at Opéra de Monte Carlo and as Liu in Turandot
at the Theater Basel. Additionally, she will return to the Bayerische
Staatsoper as Adina in Lelisir d’amore. Last season, she performed
Suor Angelica and Lauretta in a new production of II Trittico at the
Deutsche Oper Berlin, Pamina in Die Zauberflote at the Wiener
Staatsoper, Donna Anna in Don Giovanni with the Canadian Opera
Company, Violetta in La traviata with Santa Fe Opera and Deutsche
Oper Berlin, Suor Angelica with the Bayerische Staatsoper, and
the title role in The Cunning Little Vixen with Detroit Opera. Some
concert highlights included Rachmaninoff’s The Bells with The
Halle at the BBC Proms and a gala concert with the Detroit Opera
Orchestra. Other recent highlights include her debut with Dutch
National Opera as Violetta, the title role in Luisa Miller with the
Glyndebourne Festival, and her Metropolitan Opera debut as
Prilepa/Chloe in Pique Dame.

JAVIER CAMARENA
DUKE OF MANTUA
Lyric debut

The Mexican tenor’s 2024/25 Season includes
a house debut with Dallas Opera as Alfredo
in La traviata staged by Louisa Muller; he will sing the role also at
the Gran Teatre del Liceu in a David McVicar production. The tenor
also returns to Bergamo to sing Ernesto in Don Pasquale, and to the

Teatro di San Carlo in Naples to portray Roméo in Gounod’s Roméo
et Juliette. Recent highlights include Elvino in La sonnambula at the
Vienna Staatsoper, his signature role of Nemorino in Lelisir d’amore
at the Staatsoper Munich, and Tonio in a new production of La fille
du régiment at Opera de Monte Carlo. In the 2023/24 Season, he
returned to Spain three times, for Miguel del Arco’s new production
of Rigoletto (Duke) at Teatro Real de Madrid, as Roméo in Roméo

et Juliette at the Palacio Euskalduna in Bilbao, and Ramiro in La
cenerentola at Barcelona’s Liceu. Other recent highlights include a
return to the Metropolitan Opera as Nemorino in Lelisir d’amore,
Edgardo in Lucia di Lammermoor at the Opéra national de Paris, and
a debut as Alfredo in La traviata at the Opéra de Monte-Carlo.

SOLOMAN HOWARD
SPARAFUCILE

Previously at Lyric: Grand Inquisitor/Don
Carlos (2022/23) and Wurm/Luisa Miller
(2019/20).

4

A graduate of Washington National Opera’s Cafritz Young Artist
Program, Howard’s recent highlights include appearances with the
Metropolitan Opera (La forza del destino, Turandot, Aida, The Magic
Flute), Royal Opera House (Aida, Das Rheingold), Teatro Real (Don
Carlos), LA Opera (Don Carlos), Opéra National de Bordeaux (Simon
Boccanegra), Staatsoper Hamburg (Rigoletto), San Francisco Opera
(Turandot), and the Santa Fe Opera (La Bohéme, Don Giovanni). At
Washington National Opera, he performed in The Magic Flute, Show
Boat, Don Giovanni, Approaching Ali, The Lion, The Unicorn, and

Me, Nabucco, and Philip Glass’s Appomattox. Future performances
include the roles of Hunding in Wagner’s Die Walkiire with both the
Royal Opera House and the Santa Fe Opera, Sparafucile/Rigoletto
and Sarastro/Die Zauberflite with the Metropolitan Opera, Colline in
La Bohéme with the Santa Fe Opera, and Banquo in Macbeth with
Washington National Opera. Future performances include Washington
National Opera, as well as English National (Luisa Miller), Gran Teatre
del Liceu (The Barber of Seville), and the Met (The Magic Flute).

ZOIE REAMS

MADDELENA

Previously at Lyric: Chief’s Daughter #2 and
Sibyl/Proximity (2022/23) and Ragonde/Le
Comte Ory (2022/23).

Recent engagements for the American mezzo-soprano include
Mandane/Idaspe at Quantum Theatre, Beggar Woman/Sweeney
Todd at Austin Opera, and soloist in Messiah at Washington
National Cathedral. Other recent highlights include Lily in the
Metropolitan Opera’s Porgy and Bess, Jane in Cincinnati Opera’s
Castor and Patience, the title role/Carmen (Opéra Louisiane),
Margret/Wozzeck (Des Moines Metro Opera), and Bernstein’s
Symphony No. 1: Jeremiah (Staatstheater Cottbus Philharmonic
Orchestra). She has also been heard as Maddalena/Rigoletto (Wolf
Trap Opera), in Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 (National Symphony

Lyric
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Orchestra), and in Handel’s Messiah (Las Vegas Philharmonic). An
alumna of the Houston Grand Opera Studio, Reams appeared in
HGO productions of La traviata, Elektra, West Side Story, Nixon in
China, and in world premieres of Jake Heggie’s It's a Wonderful
Life and Laura Kaminsky’s Some Light Emerges. Other notable
appearances include Clarice/La pietra del paragone (Wolf Trap
Opera), Tituba/Robert Ward’s The Crucible (The Glimmerglass
Festival), and Sandman/Hansel and Gretel (Opéra Louisiane).

ANDREW MANEA
MONTERONE

Lyric debut

f“ . The Romanian American baritone recently
made his role debut as the Duke of
Nottingham in Roberto Devereux with San Francisco Opera. Last
season, he made house debuts with Nashville Opera, singing
Tonio in Pagliacci; North Carolina Opera as Germont in La traviata;
Sarasota Opera as Escamillo in Carmen; and The Grange Festival
in Hampshire, U.K. singing Scarpia in Tosca. He also returned to
Maryland Opera for Scarpia, joined the Indianapolis Symphony
for Handel’s Messiah, and participated in the Metropolitan Opera’s
workshop of Mason Bates’s The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier
and Clay. This season, he returns to North Carolina Opera to sing
Don Carlo in Ernani. Recent highlights include Ford in Falstaff with
Palm Beach Opera, and soloist for Carmina Burana at Carnegie
Hall and for the Bravissimo Bel Canto concert at Maryland Opera.
Previously, Manea debuted with Arizona Opera as Escamillo in
Carmen and Opera Omaha as Lorenzo in I Capuleti e | Montecchi,
performed the role of Montano in Pacific Symphony’s Otello, and
returned to Palm Beach Opera as Danilo in The Merry Widow.

TRAVON D. WALKER
BORSA
Lyric debut

The second-year Ryan Opera Center tenor
recently received his master’s degree from
Rice University, where he sang Sam Kaplan/Street Scene. In Lyric’s
2024/25 Season, he will also appear as 1st Prisoner/Fidelio, Son/
Blue, and Parpignol/La Bohéme. A native of Hinesville, Georgia,
Walker completed his undergraduate studies at the Eastman School
of Music. While there, he made his operatic debut in Ricky lan
Gordon’s The Tibetan Book of the Dead. Walker has been a Studio
Artist at Wolf Trap Opera and was invited to participate in Renée
Fleming’s 2023 SongStudio and Joyce DiDonato’s 2024 Masterclass
Series, both at Carnegie Hall, as well as the 2023 Britten Pears
Young Artist Programme. Other engagements include the Erie
Philharmonic and Houston Grand Opera (Jeremy Howard Beck’s
Another City, world premiere). Walker received an Encouragement
Award from the Kansas City District in the 2023 Metropolitan
Opera Laffont Competition and a 2024 Luminarts Cultural
Foundation Men'’s Voice Fellowship. Travon D. Walker is sponsored
by the Robert & Isabelle Bass Foundation, Inc.

SANKARA HAROUNA

MARULLO

Previously at Lyric: Benny Paret and Benny
Jr./Champion (2023/24).

A Chicago native and first-year Ryan Opera
Center baritone, Harouna joined Portland Opera as a Resident
Artist in the 2023/24 Season, where he was seen in Le nozze di
Figaro and The Snowy Day. A former apprentice artist at Des
Moines Metro Opera, he performed there as Morales/Carmen and
Homecoming Soldier/Redler’s The Falling and the Rising. Other
previous engagements include Greensboro Opera, Atlanta Opera,
Dayton Opera, Kentucky Opera, and Cincinnati Opera. In concert,
he performed Mozart’s Missa Brevis with the Dayton Philharmonic
Orchestra. Harouna previously participated in the artist-development
programs of Atlanta Opera, Kentucky Opera, and Dayton Opera.
He received his Bachelor of Arts in Music in Vocal Performance

at Kentucky State University. Sankara Harouna is sponsored by
Lead Sponsors Michael Steinberg and Salme Harju Steinberg.

CHRISTOPHER HUMBERT, JR.
COUNT CEPRANO
Lyric debut

Originally from Akron, Ohio, the second-year
Ryan Opera Center bass-baritone has performed
widely, including soloist appearances with Minnesota Orchestra (The
Listening Project, 2022), Civic Orchestra of Chicago, Palm Beach Opera,
Des Moines Metro Opera, Florida Grand Opera, Detroit Opera, and
Boston Lyric Opera. In the 2024/25 Season, Humbert will also appear

at Lyric as 2nd Prisoner/Fidelio and 3rd Policeman/Blue. In 2023, he

was a winner in the Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition, St. Louis
district. Humbert is a former participant in the young artist programs
at Palm Beach Opera (Lelisir d’amore, Carmen, La Bohéme, Die
Zaubertlote) and Opera Theatre of Saint Louis. Concert appearances
include Carnegie Hall (a debut as baritone soloist in Vaughan Williams's
Dona Nobis Pacem) and the Erie Philharmonic. Recipient of a 2024
American Opera Society of Chicago Scholarship Award, Humbert
holds a Bachelor of Music degree from Capital University in Columbus,
Ohio and a Master of Music degree from Boston Conservatory.
Christopher Humbert, Jr. is sponsored by Lead Sponsor Patricia Frank
and cosponsor Mary Houston, in loving memory of James Houston.

ADIA EVANS
COUNTESS CEPRANO
Lyric debut

A first-year Ryan Opera Center soprano from
Baltimore, Evans will also appear this season
as Girlfriend 2/Blue and Theresa Alvarez/The Listeners. In the 2023/24
Season, the soprano debuted at The Cliburn in Recital with Jake
Heggie, the Dayton Philharmonic (Handel’s Messiah), and Annapolis
Opera (First Lady/The Magic Flute). Other recent highlights include
Mimi/La bohéme with the Borderland Arts Foundation and
Beethoven’s 9th with the National Orchestral Institute and Marin
Alsop. Evans has performed with the Santa Fe Opera, Merola

Opera Program, Fort Worth Opera, Dallas Opera Guild, Opera
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Columbus, Tulsa Opera, and Knoxville Opera, among others. Her
numerous honors include an Encouragement Award from the

2024 London Foundation Competition, third place in the 2023 and
2024 Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition, Midwest Region,
second place and the soprano prize in the 2023 George Shirley Vocal
Competition, and first place in the 2023 Dallas Opera Guild Lonestar
Vocal Competition. Adia Evans is sponsored by Lead Sponsor the

H. Earl and Miriam U. Hoover Foundation and cosponsors

Peggy and Ron Beata.

MAIRE THERESE CARMACK
GIOVANNA
Lyric debut

This season, the American mezzo-soprano
will make her house debut at Houston Grand
Opera as Dodo in Missy Mazzoli’s Breaking the Waves and return to
the Metropolitan Opera for The Magic Flute—Holiday Presentation
(Second Lady). She also makes her San Francisco Opera debut in
Die Zauberflote (Dritte Dame) and returns to Deutsche Oper Berlin
to reprise Der Missmut in Rued Langgaard’s Antikrist, which will
be released on DVD in a collaboration with NAXOS. In concert,
Carmack makes debuts with the Oregon Bach Festival as alto
soloist in Beethoven’s 9th Symphony and with UF Symphony
Orchestra as alto soloist in Mahler’s Resurrection Symphony.
Carmack joined the Metropolitan Opera for the 2023/24 Season as
a member of the Lindemann Young Artist Development Program.
The 2022/23 Season marked her European debut with Deutsche
Oper Berlin, where she opened the season in the title role of
Carmen. During her year-long tenure with the company, she was
seen in Don Quichotte (Dulcinée), Rigoletto (Giovanna/Maddalena),
Die Zauberflote (Dritte Dame), Lucia di Lammermoor (Alisa), Manon
Lescaut (Singer), Salome (Page), and Antikrist (Der Missmut).

GEMMA NHA
PAGE
Lyric debut

The Korean-Australian soprano and first-year

Ryan Opera Center member was a national
semi-finalist for the 2024 Metropolitan Opera Laffont Competition
and a winner in the 2024 Gerda Lissner Foundation Vocal
Competition. In the 2022/23 Season, Nha made her house and role
debut at Volksoper Wien as Barbarina/Le nozze di Figaro, a role she
will perform this season at Lyric. She will also appear at Lyric this
season as Jess/The Listeners. Nha recently received her Master of
Music degree from The Juilliard School, where she was a Toulmin
Scholar and recipient of the Kovner Fellowship. Roles there
included Ruth Baldwin/John Musto and Mark Campbell’s Later
the Same Evening and Flerida/Cavalli’s Erismena. Other operatic
credits include Zerlina/Don Giovanni and Esmeralda/Die verkaufte
Braut with the University of Music and Performing Arts Vienna,
where she completed undergraduate studies. In concert, Nha has
sung Handel’s Dixit Dominus and Messiah, and she performed with
Patti Lupone on her 2018 Don’t Monkey with Broadway tour at the
Sydney Opera House. Gemma Nha Is sponsored by Lead Sponsor
Peter Scheuermann and cosponsors Drs. George and Sally Dunea.

ENRIQUE MAZZOLA
CONDUCTOR

Lyric’s Music Director—only the third in

the company’s history—is renowned as an
expert interpreter and champion of bel canto
opera and Verdi repertoire, and as a specialist

in French repertoire. Lyric audiences first experienced the Italian
conductor’s artistry in Donizetti’s Lucia di Lammermoor in 2016/17,
and subsequently in Bellini’s I puritani in 2017/18. During 2019/20, he
led Verdi’s Luisa Miller to launch the company’s Early Verdi Series.
Mazzola’s first opera as Lyric’s music director, Sir David McVicar’s new
production of Verdi’s Macbeth, opened the 2021/22 Season, followed
by Donizetti’s The Elixir of Love as well as Verdi Voices and Rising Stars
in Concert. Mazzola is Principal Guest Conductor at the Deutsche
Oper Berlin and, since 2022, the first ever Conductor-in-Residence

at the Bregenz Festival. He served as Artistic and Music Director of
the Orchestre National d'fle de France from 2012 to 2019. Symphonic
guest work has included the London Philharmonic, Philharmonia
Orchestra, Vienna Symphony, Orchestre National de France, and Oslo
Philharmonic. He has conducted at the Metropolitan Opera, La Scala,
Paris’s Théatre des Champs-Elysées, and the major houses of Florence,
Berlin, Zurich, Moscow, and Tokyo, in addition to a historic Meyerbeer
cycle for Deutsche Oper Berlin. Past major European festivals have
included Glyndebourne (including DVD releases of Il barbiere di
Siviglia, Poliuto, and Don Pasquale), new productions in 2019 for
Bregenz (Rigoletto and Madama Butterfly) and Salzburg (Orphée aux
Enfers), Pesaro (Rossini Opera Festival), Venice, and Aix-en-Provence.
Mazzola was born in Barcelona, Spain, into a musical family, and grew
up in Milan, where he studied violin and piano, earning diplomas in
composition and orchestral conducting at the Conservatorio Giuseppe
Verdi in Milan. Enrique Mazzola is supported by the John D.and
Alexandra C. Nichols Endowed Chair.

MARY BIRNBAUM
DIRECTOR
Lyric debut

Birnbaum has directed opera and music theater
around the world, including staging critically
acclaimed productions of Rossi’s L'Orfeo, Missy Mazzoli's Proving

Up, and Britten’s The Rape of Lucretia at The Juilliard School and

The Classical Style at Ojai and Carnegie Hall. In 2019, her production
of Puccini’s La Bohéme opened the Santa Fe Opera season, and her
production of Purcell’s Dido and Aeneas toured to Opera Holland Park
and Opéra de Versailles. Birnbaum has also directed productions at
Opera Philadelphia, The New York Philharmonic, Seattle Opera, Bard
Music Festival, Virginia Opera, Virginia Arts Festival, Ojai Festival,
Montclair Peak Performances, and Boston Baroque in the US, as

well as in Taiwan (with the National Symphony Orchestra), Central
America (National Theatre of Costa Rica and Guatemala), Australia,
and Israel. World premieres include In a Grove by Christopher
Cerrone and Stephanie Fleischmann and The Classical Style by Steven
Stucky and Jeremy Denk. On the faculty of The Juilliard School since
2011, Birnbaum also coaches acting in the Lindemann Young Artist
Development Program at the Metropolitan Opera. She was named
general and artistic director of Opera Saratoga in 2023.

Lyric
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ROBERT INNES HOPKINS

SET DESIGNER

Previously at Lyric: Four productions since
2005, most recently, Siegfried (2018/19) and
Die Walktire (2017/18).

The renowned British designer has earned equal acclaim in opera
and theater. Recent highlights at the Royal Shakespeare Company
include this season’s The Merry Wives of Windsor, All's Well That
Ends Well (2022), and Pericles (2020). Last season, he designed
Dalibor, Orfeo ed Eurydice, and Dido and Aeneas at The Grange
Festival. At San Francisco Opera, he recently designed La traviata
(2022) and Tosca (2021). In the 2018/19 Season, Innes Hopkins
designed for a new production of War and Peace (Welsh National
Opera), the latter a collaboration with his frequent colleague, director
David Pountney. Among Hopkins’s many previous productions with
Pountney have been Prince Igor (Zurich Opera House), Carmen
(Bolshoi Theatre), and most recently Iain Bell’s In Parenthesis (Welsh
National Opera, world premiere). Among the designer’s most
important operatic achievements are works of Verdi (Rigoletto,
Welsh National Opera), Wagner (The Flying Dutchman, WNO;
Lohengrin, San Francisco Opera; Tristan und Isolde, Venice), Janacek
(The Cunning Little Vixen, San Francisco Opera), Britten (Peter
Grimes, Billy Budd, both at The Santa Fe Opera), and Bernd Alois
Zimmermann (Die Soldaten for the Ruhr Triennale, which won
Germany’s highly prestigious Opernwelt Award).

JANE GREENWOOD

COSTUME DESIGNER

Previously at Lyric: Four productions since
1981, most recently Nabucco (2015/16) and
Rigoletto (2012/13).

Originally from Liverpool, England, Greenwood has done
extensive work at the Metropolitan Opera, including Dialogue

of the Carmelites; Center Theatre Group, the Guthrie Theater,
Shakespeare Theatre Company, Manhattan Theatre Club, the
Dallas Opera, including the premiere of Moby Dick; Opera Theatre
of St. Louis, and Shakespeare in the Park for the Public Theater.
She has worked on more than 125 productions for Broadway
since The Ballad Of The Sad Café in 1963. Recent Broadway credits
include Saint Joan, The Little Foxes, The Parisian Woman, Thérése
Raquin, You Can't Take It With You, Act One, The Snow Geese,
Harvey, The House of Blue Leaves, That Championship Season,
Driving Miss Daisy, Million Dollar Quartet, and A View From The
Bridge. Film credits include Arthur, Glengarry Glen Ross, Oleanna,
and Can’t Stop the Music. Greenwood has received 21 Tony
nominations, the Tony Award for Lifetime Achievement, the 2016
Tony Award for The Little Foxes, and the Helen Hayes Lifetime
Achievement Award. Costume Designers are supported by the
Richard P.and Susan Kiphart Costume Designer Endowed Chair.

DUANE SCHULER

LIGHTING DESIGNER

Previously at Lyric: More than 200
productions since 1977, most recently
Cinderella (2023/24) and Ernani (2022/23).

Lyric’s former resident lighting designer has recently created
lighting for the National Taichung Theatre Taiwan (Cendrillon),
the Santa Fe Opera (The Flying Dutchman), and LA Opera

(Tosca). Other operatic highlights have included works as diverse
as Turandot (La Scala), Pelléas et Mélisande and La Rondine
(Metropolitan Opera, where he has designed more than 25
productions), La fanciulla del West (Opéra national de Paris),
Elektra, Benvenuto Cellini (Salzburg Festival), Fidelio (Royal Opera
House), Béatrice et Bénédict (Glyndebourne Festival Opera), The
Bassarids (Dutch National Theatre in Amsterdam), and Lohengrin
(Festspielhaus Baden-Baden). Ballet credits include Swan Lake,
Of Love and Rage, The Snow Maiden (American Ballet Theatre),
The Sleeping Beauty (Stuttgart Ballet), Giselle (Deutsche Ballet),
and The Nutcracker (Houston Ballet). Theater credits include
House and Garden (Manhattan Theatre Club), The Royal Family
(Ahmanson Theatre in Los Angeles), and The Importance of Being
Earnest (Broadway). Schuler is a founding partner of the Schuler
Shook design firm. Duane Schuler is supported by the Mary-Louise
and James S. Aagard Lighting Director Endowed Chair.

MICHAEL BLACK
CHORUS DIRECTOR

The Australian Chorus Director is in his 12th
season at Lyric, having held this position at
Opera Australia in Sydney from 2001 to 2013.
Black has served in this capacity for such distinguished organizations
as the Edinburgh International Festival, Opera Holland Park
(London), the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and, in Australia, the
Sydney Symphony Orchestra, the Philharmonia Choir, Motet Choir,
the Cantillation chamber choir, and the Melbourne Symphony
Orchestra. Other activities include preparing The Damnation of Faust
chorus and Haydn’s Creation at the Grant Park Music Festival, where
he has worked for five seasons. He has served as chorus director

for close to 140 different operas on four continents, and his work

has been recorded and/or aired on ABC, BBC, PBS, for many HD
productions in movie theaters, and on television. Michael Black is
supported by the Howard A. Stotler Chorus Director Endowed Chair.

JOHN METZNER
WIG MASTER & MAKEUP DESIGNER

The versatile designer first joined the

staff of Lyric for the 2022/23 Season. He

has previously collaborated with Chicago
Shakespeare Theatre, Lookingglass Theatre, and The Court
Theatre. He served for nine years as Head of Wig and Makeup for
Webster University’s Conservatory of Theatre Arts, and designed
hair and makeup for more than 50 performances at The Repertory
Theatre of St. Louis. Other regional credits include work at The
Muny, Great River Shakespeare Festival, and Opera Theatre

of Saint Louis, where he designed for The Pirates of Penzance,
among many other productions. His advanced training includes
wig styling at the Wig Room Training Academy and London
School of Wig Making in London. John Metzner is supported

by the Marlys A. Beider Wigmaster and Makeup Designer

Endowed Chair.
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The Marriage of Figaro
Nov. 9 - 30, 2024

Blue
Nov. 16 - Dec. 1, 2024

Singin’ in the Rain
Feb. 7, 2025

The Puccini Heroines
Feb. 8, 13, 16, 2025

La Bohéme
Mar. 15 - Apr. 12, 2025

The Listeners
Mar. 30 - Apr. 11, 2025

A Wondrous Sound
Apr. 16, 19, 2025

SUBSCRIBE TODAY Music Director

Lyric’s 2024/25 Season is sponsored by Erika Gross in loving memory of Dietrich Gross; and Julie & Roger Baskes.
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MUSIC STAFF
Kedrick Armstrong
Elizabeth Askren
Michael Banwarth
William C. Billingham
Kyrian Friedenberg”
Susan Miller Hult
Keun-A Lee
Chi-Yuan Lin™"
Noah Lindquist
Francesco Milioto
Jerad Mosbey

Laura Poe

Blair Salter

Stefano Sarzani
Madeline Slettedahl

ORCHESTRA

Violin 1

Robert Hanford, Concertmaster,
Mrs. R. Robert Funderburg
Endowed Chair

Emily Nebel,
Assistant Concertmaster

Eleanor Bartsch

Alexander Belavsky

Kathleen Brauer

Renée-Paule Gauthier®®

Laura Miller

Liba Shacht

Heather Wittels

Bing Jing Yu

Violin 1l
Yin Shen, Principal
John Macfarlane,
Assistant Principal
Diane Duraffourg-Robinson
Ann Palen
Irene Radetzky
John D. Robinson
David Volfe

* On leave, 2024/25 Season
** Season Substitute

Viola

Carol Cook, Principal

Terri Van Valkinburgh,
Assistant Principal

Patrick Brennan

Amy Hess

Melissa Trier Kirk

Cello

Calum Cook, Principal

Ana Kim, Assistant Principal
Mark Brandfonbrener
William H. Cernota

Walter Preucil

String Bass
Ian Hallas®, Principal
Samuel Shuhan,
Acting Principal
Andrew L. W. Anderson,
Acting Assistant Principal
Gregory Sarchet
Collins R. Trier

Flute
Marie Tachouet, Principal
Dionne Jackson,
Assistant Principal
Alyce Johnson

Piccolo
Alyce Johnson

Oboe

Paul Lueders, Principal

Judith Zunamon Lewis,
Assistant Principal

English Horn
Judith Zunamon Lewis

Clarinet

Heesoo Kim, Principal

Susan Warner,
Assistant Principal

" Solti Foundation U.S. Opera Residency

" Ryan Opera Center Conductor

Orchestira & Chorus

Bass Clarinet
Susan Warner,
Acting

Bassoon
Preman Tilson, Principal
Lewis Kirk, Assistant Principal

Contrabassoon
Lewis Kirk

Horn

Jonathan Boen, Principal

Fritz Foss, Assistant
Principal/Utility

Robert E. Johnson, Third Horn

Samuel Hamzem

Neil Kimel

Trumpet
William Denton, Principal
Rebecca Oliverio,

Acting Assistant Principal

Trombone

Jeremy Moeller, Principal
Mark Fisher, Assistant Principal
Will Baker

Bass Trombone
Will Baker

Tuba
Andrew Smith, Principal

Timpani
Edward Harrison, Principal

Percussion
Douglas Waddell,
Acting Principal
Eric Millstein,
Acting Assistant Principal

Harp
Lynn Williams, Principal

The Lyric Opera Orchestra string sections utilize revolving seating.

Librarian
John Rosenkrans, Principal

Stage Band Contractor
Christine Janicki

EXTRA MUSICIANS
Cristina Bugiu, violin
Jennifer Cappelli, violin
Lisa Fako, violin
Laura Chen, violin
Injoo Choi, violin
Karyn Macfarlane, violin
Beatrice Chen, viola
Josef Fischer, viola
Rebecca Swan, viola
Mara McClain, cello
Paula Kosower, cello
Jeremy Attanaseo, bass
Trevor O’Riordan, clarinet
Tamara Winston,
oboe/English horn

STAGE BAND

Scott Metlicka, piccolo
Priya Fink, flute

Amy Barwan, oboe
Wagner Campos, clarinet
Theresa Zick, clarinet
Hanna Sterba, bassoon
Angela Bilger, horn
Brian Goodwin, horn
Emma Sepmeier, horn
Renée Vogen, horn
David Inmon, trumpet
Adam Moen, trombone
Mark Fry, bass trombone
Matthew Gaunt, tuba
Rich Janicki, percussion

Players behind the front desk change seats systematically and
are listed alphabetically in the roster above.
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CHORUS DIRECTOR
AND HEAD OF MUSIC
Michael Black
The Howard A. Stotler
Endowed Chair

REGULAR CHORUS
Soprano

Cathleen Dunn

Desirée Hassler

Rachael Holzhausen
Laureen Janeczek-Wysocki
Kimberly McCord

Heidi Spoor

Stephani Springer
Sherry Watkins

Tara Wheeker

Mezzo-Soprano

Emma Dickens
Marianna Kulikova
Yvette Smith

Marie Sokolova

Maia Surace

Corinne Wallace-Crane
Pamela Williams
Michelle K. Wrighte

Tenor

Geoffrey Agpalo
Timothy Bradley
Hoss Brock
William M. Combs
John J. Concepcion
Kenneth Donovan
Jared V. Esguerra
Joseph A. Fosselman
Cullen Gandy
Cameo T. Humes
Tyler Samuel Lee
Joseph Shadday

Bass

David DuBois
Christopher Filipowicz
Robert Morrissey
Rafael W. Porto
Craig Springer
Vince Wallace
Nicholas Ward
Ronald Watkins
Nikolas Wenzel
Max Wier
Jonathan Wilson

CORE SUPPLEMENTARY
CHORUS

Soprano

Carla Janzen

Emily Mwila

Kelsea Webb

Mezzo-Soprano
Christina G. Adams
Cara Collins

Ola Rafalo

Tenor
Joshua Benevento
Ace Gangoso

Bass

Michael Cavalieri
David Govertsen
Nicolai Janitzky
Atticus Yonnan-Rego

SUPPLEMENTARY
CHORUS

Soprano

Nicole Besa

Anna Donnelly

Megan Fleischmann
Elise Hurwitz

Emily Louise Robinson
Diana Stoic

Mezzo-Soprano
Leah Dexter

Sadie Cheslak
Miya Higashiyama
Emily Price
Marissa Simmons

Tenor

Esteban Cordero
Klaus Georg

Ernest C. Jackson Jr
Steven Michael Patrick
Christopher Sierra
Brian Skoog

Bass

Samuel Dewese
Joseph Lodato
Douglas Peters
Ian R. Prichard
Dan Richardson

SUPERNUMERARIES
Peter Cutrera

James Edward Dauphin
Ellen Distelheim*

Jenny Hale

Alicia Hilton

Cameron Kidd*

Edwina “Fresh” Lake-Burrage*
Margarita Olevsky
Michael Ortyl

Vanessa Passini

Sophia Westcott Peterson
Sasha Rashidee

Katrina Seabright
Torrance (TJ) Smith, Jr.
Olivia Wheeler*

Pete Walters

Roger Warner

+ Lyric debut

Lyric
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With the generous support of individuals and
organizations, Lyric is leading the advancement
of opera in America—continually advancing
artistic excellence, increasing relevance and
reach for both traditional and new audiences,
engaging our diverse communities through
signature learning and exploration initiatives,
and expanding our role as a cultural cornerstone
in Chicago. You are our partners Iin this
important shared enterprise—and we
sincerely thank you.
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Lyric

Thank you for
your support




Bravissimi

We gratefully acknowledge the members of the Lyric family who have
contributed a total of $1 million+ throughout the history of the company.
Lyric thrives due to the incredible generosity of these individuals,
foundations, and corporations.

$50,000,000+ $5,000,000+
The Facilities Fund of Lyric Opera of Chicago and Abbott Fund
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, John H. Bryan®, James  Anonymous (4)
W. Cozad®, H. Laurance Fuller®, and Patrick G. Ryan Ameritech/SBC/AT&T

Stefan Edlis® and Gael Neeson
The Grainger Foundation
$30,000,000+ Josef and Margot Lakonishok
Nancy W. Knowles® John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
The Monument Trust (UK)
$15,000,000+ Irma Parker®
Patrick G. & Shirley Welsh Ryan Sidney L.° & Bettie B. Port°®
Earl & Brenda Shapiro Foundation
Mr.° & Mrs. William C. Vance

$10,000,000+

Anonymous

Julie and Roger Baskes $2,500,000+

The Chicago Community Trust American Airlines

The Crown Family Anonymous (3)

Sonia Florian Aon

J. Thomas Hurvis and Ann Andersen Mrs. A. Watson Armour®

and the Caerus Foundation Boston Consulting Group
Elizabeth Morse Genius Charitable Trust Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin
and the Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust Henry & Gilda Buchbinder Family

National Endowment for the Arts Carolyn S. Bucksbaum

The Negaunee Foundation The Butler Family Foundation
Challenge III Fund — Government
City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs

$7.500,000+ and Special Events

Anonymous Nelson D. Cornelius®

Julius Frankel Foundation Mr.° & Mrs. John V. Crowe

Gramma Fisher Foundation of Marshalltown, Iowa The Davee Foundation

Mr.° & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross Mrs. Mary B. Galvin

Illinois Arts Council Agency Mary Patricia Gannon®

Martha J. Jacobshagen® Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation

The Kiphart Family Mr. & Mrs. William B. Graham®

John D.° & Alexandra C. Nichols Howard L. Gottlieb & Barbara G. Greis

Anne & Chris Reyes John R. Halligan Charitable Fund

Lisbeth Stiffel The Harris Family Foundation
Invesco QQQ
ITW
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The Edgar D. Jannotta Family

Mr.° & Mrs. Fred A. Krehbiel

Malott Family Foundation

Mazza Foundation

Fred McDougal® & Nancy Lauter McDougal®
Robert and Susan® Morrison

Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel

Northern Trust

Mr. & Mrs. William A. Osborn

PwC

Daniel F & Ada L. Rice Foundation

Dr. Scholl Foundation

Clarke and Adine Stayman Trusts

Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation
Howard A. Stotler®

Mrs. Herbert A. Vance®

Cynthia Wood®

Zell Family Foundation

$1,000,000+

Katherine A. Abelson

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Anonymous (3)

Atkinson Family Foundation

Walter F Bandi® & Elsa E. Bandi®
Bank of America and Merrill Lynch
Baxter International Inc.

James N. & Laurie V. Bay

Marlys A. Beider

BMO Financial Group

The Brinson Foundation

Bulley & Andrews

Marion A. Cameron-Gray

Amy & Paul Carbone

David W. Carpenter® and Orit K. Carpenter
JP Morgan Chase & Co.

Elizabeth F. Cheney Foundation

Mr.° & Mrs. James W. Cozad

Joanne Toor Cummings®

The Edgar Foster Daniels Foundation
Deutsche Bank

Exelon

Maxine P. & W. James Farrell

Elaine Frank®

Richard® & Barbara Franke

Brena & Lee A. Freeman, Sr. Charitable Association
Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Ambassador & Mrs. Ronald Jay Gidwitz
Ethel & William® Gofen

Sue & Melvin Gray

Harold Hartshorne, Jr.°

Mr. & Mrs. Ben W. Heineman?®

Walter E. Heller Foundation

H. Earl & Miriam U. Hoover®

Invenergy

Jenner & Block

Stephen A. Kaplan

Kemper Educational & Charitable Fund

Kirkland & Ellis Foundation

Mr.° & Mrs. Sanfred Koltun

Kraft Foods

Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel & John H. Krehbiel, Jr.

LaSalle Bank

Anne P. Lederer Research Institute

Arthur B. Logan®

Jim® & Kay Mabie

Brooks and Hope McCormick Foundation

Chauncey and Marion D. McCormick
Family Foundation

Robert R. McCormick Trust

Gerry M. Miller®

Jim®° & Vicki Mills/Jon & Lois Mills

Richard M. Morrow®

Allan & Elaine Muchin

Jerome and Elaine Nerenberg Foundation

Susan & Nick Noyes/Make It Better Media Group

Nuveen Investments

Gregory O’Leary & Patricia Kenney

David & Sheila Ormesher

[.A. O’Shaughnessy Foundation

Peer & Sarah Pedersen®

Polk Bros. Foundation

Prince Charitable Trusts

Mrs. Jay A. Pritzker

The Regenstein Foundation

Lloyd E. Rigler - Lawrence E. Deutsch Foundation

Harry A. Root, Jr.°

Richard O. Ryan

Sara Lee Foundation

Carole and Gordon Segal

Rose L. Shure® & Sidney N. Shure®

Joanne Silver®

Virginia Tobiason

Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom?®

The Wallace Foundation

Lois L. Ward®

Roberta L. Washlow & Robert J. Washlow

Robert & Floretta Weiss

Bernard E. Williams Trust

Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP
° Deceased
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Production sponsors

Lyric’s 2024/25 Season is sponsored by Erika Gross in loving memory of Dietrich Gross;

and Julie & Roger Baskes.

Rigoletto

Lisbeth Stiffel

Marlys A. Beider

Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin

Alice & John Butlert

H. Gael Neesont

Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel*

Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation*

The Negaunee Foundation

Anonymous Donor

Patricia A. Kenney & Gregory J. O'Leary

Alice & John Butler+

H. Gael Neesont

Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+

Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundationt

=

The Marriage of Figaro

The Negaunee Foundation
Mary Stowell

Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin
Ethel and Bill° Gofen

WILLKIE

WILLEIE FARE & GALLMHER o

Invenergy

BULLEY &
ANDREWS

Pritzker Traubert Foundation
The Joyce Foundation

Sondra Radvanovsky in Concert:
The Puccini Heroines

Sonia Florian

Alice & John Butler+

H. Gael Neeson+

Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel+

Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation+

La Bohéme

Lisbeth Stiffel

Anonymous Donor

The Julius Frankel Foundation

The Beaubien Family

Gramma Fisher Foundation
of Marshalltown, Iowa

WILLKIE

WILLEIE FARE & GALLMGHFR o

The Listeners

Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundationt#
Zell Family Foundation

National Endowment for the Arts

Alice & John Butlert

H. Gael Neesont

Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel*

+ Enrique Circle

The Enrique Circle is composed of Lyric’s most dedicated supporters
who are committed to championing Maestro Enrique Mazzola’s
exciting artistic vision and legacy.

* The New Work Fund

Supporters of the New Work Fund allow Lyric to lead the creation
of tomorrow’s classics, and broaden the appeal and relevance of our
art form to ensure that grand opera is alive and meaningful for 21st-
century audiences.

Additional support for Lyric’s 2024/25 Season is generously provided by the Production Circle.

To learn more about Lyric sponsorship opportunities, please visit lyricopera.org/support-lyric/majorinvestments/production-sponsorships.

°Deceased
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A ticklish twist on
tying the knot.
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Lyric’s 2024/25 Season s sponsored by Erika Gross in loving memory of Dietrich Gross; and Julie & Roger Baskes.
Lyric's presentation of Mozart's The Marriage of Figaro is generously made possible by The Negaunee Foundation, Mary Stowell, Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP, Invenergy, Randy L. & Melvin R.* Berlin, Bulley & Andrews, and Ethel and Bill* Gofen.
Lyric Opera of Chicago thanks its Official Airline, American Airlines, and acknowledges support from the Illinois Arts Council. *deceased
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Supporting our future—
endowments at Lyric

As a perpetual fund that annually distributes a designated portion
of earnings and investment income, endowments provide a steady
source of funding so Lyric can be a leader in the opera world—

now and into the future.

LYRIC ENDOWED CHAIRS

Supports Established by
Chorus Director Howard A. Stotler
Concertmaster Mrs. R. Robert Funderburg,

in honor of Sally Funderburg
Richard P. and Susan Kiphart
The Women'’s Board,
in loving memory
of Ardis Krainik
Mary-Louise and James S. Aagaard,
in honor of Duane Schuler
John D. and Alexandra C. Nichols
Allan and Elaine Muchin

Costume Designer

General Director

Lighting Director

Music Director
Production and Technical

Director*
Wigmaster and Makeup Marlys A. Beider, in loving
Designer* memory of Harold Beider

The Ryan Opera Center Board
Jannotta Family

Ryan Opera Center Director
Ryan Opera Center
Music Director

LYRIC PRODUCTION ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Supports Established by
Baroque Operas Anonymous
French Operas W. James and Maxine P. Farrell
German Operas Irma Parker
Italian Operas NIB Foundation
Mozart Operas Regenstein Foundation,
in honor of Ruth Regenstein
Mary Patricia Gannon
Guild Board
Anonymous

Puccini Operas
Verdi Operas
Wagner Operas

LYRIC ENDOWMENT FUNDS

Sarah and A. Watson Armour III Endowment
Shirley and Benjamin Gould Endowment

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Endowment
Public Engagement Endowment Fund

Joanne Silver Endowment

DISCOVER LYRIC ENDOWMENT FUNDS

The Grainger Foundation, for the NEXT program
Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner Endowment Fund*

RYAN OPERA CENTER ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Dr. C. Bekerman Endowment*
Thomas Doran Endowment*
Boyd Edmonston & Edward Warro Endowment*
James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer Endowment™
Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner Endowment Fund*
H. Earl and Miriam U. Hoover Endowment Fund
J. Thomas Hurvis Endowment Fund,
in memory of Richard P. Kiphart
Robert and Ellen Marks Ryan Opera Center Vocal Studies Director
Endowment, in memory of Gianna Rolandi
Lois B. Siegel Endowment
Joanne Silver Endowment
Drs. Joan and Russ Zajtchuk Endowment*

LYRIC UNLIMITED — LEARNING AND CIVIC
ENGAGEMENT ENDOWMENT FUNDS

Katherine A. Abelson Education Endowment

Dr. C. Bekerman Endowment*

Raynette and Ned Boshell Endowment

George F. and Linda L. Brusky Youth Education Endowment*
The Chapters” Education Endowment, in memory of Alfred Glasser
James K. Genden and Alma Koppedraijer Endowment*

Bruce Gober MD and Donald Ratner Endowment Fund*

With major support provided

from the Nancy W. Knowles Student

and Family Performances Fund

During her lifetime, Carol Fox Award recipient
Nancy Knowles generously invested her

time, talents, and leadership to advance Lyric
through her membership on the Board of Directors, Executive
Committee, and the Guild Board. In recognition of her extraordinary
gift to the Campaign for Excellence, Lyric named the Nancy W.
Knowles Lobby in 2007. Later, Nancy made a significant gift in
support of the Breaking New Ground Campaign, creating the
Nancy W. Knowles Student and Family Performances Fund, which
she secured by including Lyric as a beneficiary of her estate—a
remarkable continuation of her lifetime generosity. Lyric will forever
be grateful for Nancy’s extraordinary generosity and for creating a
fund through her thoughtful gift planning that will support children
and family programming at Lyric for years to come.

Lyric

*Future Planned Gift These donors have named Lyric in their will, trust, IRA, or other planned giving possibilities to establish an endowment fund in their name to support Lyric, its programs,
and positions forever. Learn how to leave a lasting legacy by contacting Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning, at 312.827.5655 or email mbiver@lyricopera.org.
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With 100 years of Lyric attendance between us, we

have indelible memories of brilliant voices, moving

dramas, and stagecraft of the highest order. Because
“ﬂ-ﬁ# 8. it has so enriched our lives, the future of opera matters
i fo us. That's why we've named Lyric in our wills.

ASSION...
Pass it on.

To learn more about leaving a lasting legacy at Lyric, ~
please contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning =
mbiver@lyricopera.org | 312.827.5655

Lyric

Kyle Flubacker



Gift planning at Lyric

Ardis Krainik Society at Lyric | This group consists of dedicated supporters who
have designated a special gift through their will, trust, IRA, or other planned giving

method to benefit Lyric into the future.

ARIA BENEFACTORS

Lyric would like to acknowledge
the extraordinary philanthropy

of the following individuals who
have made significant legacy
commitments of $1,000,000 or more
and who comprise the Aria
Benefactors of the Ardis Krainik
Society.

Anonymous (6)
Paul & Mary Anderson

Family Foundation
Marlys A. Beider
Dr. C. Bekerman
Ann Blickensderfer
Marion A. Cameron-Gray
Christopher Carlo & Robert Chaney
David® & Orit Carpenter
Amanda & Matthew® Fox
James K. Genden® &

Alma Koppedraijer
Bruce Gober MD & Donald Ratner®
Howard Gottlieb
Sue & Melvin Gray
Dr. Petra B. Krauledat &

Dr. W. Peter Hansen
Susan K. Lesher
Philip G. Lumpkin
Blythe Jaski McGarvie
Susan & Robert Morrison
John Nigh
Julia Pernet
Kenneth Porrello & Sherry McFall
Richard O. Ryan
Diane Marie Tkach &

James F. Freundt
Virginia Tobiason
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Willson
Rabbi Larry Winer® &

JoAnne Johnson Winer
Stephen R. Winters & Don D. Curtis
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak &

James C. Kemmerer
Drs. Russ & Joan Zajtchuk
Anne Zenzer

SOCIETY MEMBERS
Anonymous (141)
Rich & Jan Aaron
Valerie & Joseph Abel
Louise Abrahams
Richard Abram & Paul Chandler
Dr. Whitney Addington
Ginny Alberts-Johnson &
Lance Johnson

For more information about becoming an Ardis Krainik Society member and the related levels and benefits associated,

Carl H. & Cynthia Albright
Judy L. Allen

Gary & Barbara Allie
Louise E. Anderson
Catherine Aranyi

L. Robert Artoe

Bert Badillo

Richard N. Bailey

David Gerard Baker
Susann Ball

Randolph & Lorraine Barba
Marilyn R. Barmash
Margaret Basch

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Beata
Mrs. Bill Beaton

Mark & Judy Bednar
Steve Beier

Martha Bell

Geraldine C. Bellanca
Daniel J. Bender

Lynn Bennett

Julie Anne Benson
Charles E. & Nancy T. Berg
Joan Israel Berger
Barbara Bermudez

Susan Bernstein

Kyle & Marge Bevers
Patrick J. Bitterman

M. J. Black & Mr. C. Lancy
Richard Blackwell

Dr. Debra Zahay Blatz
Merrill & Judy Blau

D. Jeffrey & Joan H. Blumenthal

Marlene R. Boncosky

Mr. & Mrs. John Jay Borland

Ned & Raynette Boshell

David Boyce

Dr. & Mrs. Boone Brackett

Christine & Paul Branstad
Family Foundation

Robert & Phyllis Brauer

Danolda (Dea) Brennan

Daniel A. & Leona B. Bronstein

Carol & Alan Brookes
Kathryn Y. Brown

Richard M. & Andrea J. Brown

George E° & Linda L. Brusky
Steven & Helen Buchanan

Dr. Gerald & Mrs. Linda Budzik

Lisa Bury

John E. & Alice Butler
Robert J. Callahan
Julienne Campbell
Amy & Paul Carbone
James & Penny Carper

Carla Carstens & Theodore Herr

Patrick Vincent Casali

Dinah Jacobs Castle

Esther Charbit

Jeffrey K. Chase, J.D.

Ramona Choos

J. Salvatore L. Cianciolo

Heinke Clark

Robert & Margery Coen

Eugenia Collias

Elaine Collina

Peter & Beverly Conroy

Sharon Conway

Sarah J. Cooney

Dr. W. Gene Corley Family

Joseph E. Corrigan

Paul T. & Elaine D. Cottey

Una Creditor

David Curry

Barbara L. Dean

Phyllis Diamond

Roger & Linelle Dickinson

Ms. Janet E. Diehl

Mr. & Mrs. William S. Dillon

Catherine R. DiNapoli

Dr.° & Mrs. Bernard J. Dobroski

Thomas M. Dolan

Jane M. Drezen

Mary Louise Duhamel

Kathleen Dunn

Roma Krystyna Dybalski

Carol A. Eastman

Judy Eckberg

Boyd Edmonston & Edward Warro
Endowment Fund

Mr.° & Mrs. Don Elleman

Cherelynn A. Elliott

Peter & Kelli® Emery

Dr. James A. Eng

La & Philip Engel

Susanna & Helmut Epp

Erika E. Erich

Mr. & Mrs. James D. Ericson

Dr. & Mrs. James Ertle

Ms. Mary T. Ethier

Christopher & Brigitte Evans

Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.

Martha L. Faulhaber

Dr. & Mrs. Paul Y. Feng

Nancy R. Fifield

Robert F. Finke

Felicia Finkelman

Jack M. & Marsha S. Firestone

Morris & Natalie Fisher

Eloise C. Foster

Jack B. Franaszek &
Kathleen A. McQueeny

contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning, at 312.827.5655 or mbiver@lyricopera.org.

Patricia & Maurice J.° Frank

Richard J. Franke

Ms. Susan Frankel

Thomas H. Franks, Ph.D.

Penny & John E. Freund

Marie & Gregory® Fugiel

Sheilah Purcell Garcia, Lady Witton

George & Mary Ann Gardner

Scott P. George

Margaret & Patrick Ghielmetti

Melinda E. Gibson, MD, in memory
of Sylvia M. Morrison

Norden S. Gilbert

John E Gilmore

Michael Goldberger

John A. Goldstein

Mr. & Mrs. Delmon Grapes

Rick Greenman

Dr. J. Brian Greis

James R. Grimes

Patricia Grogan

Carolyn Hallman

Carl J. Halperin

Mr. Edwin Hanlon

Miss Patricia O. Hanlon

Ms. Geraldine Haracz

Mary Kathryn Hartigan

Julian W. Harvey

Andrew Hatchell

William P. Hauworth

Dr. & Mrs. David J. Hayden

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas C. Heagy

Mrs. Thomas D. Heath

Josephine E. Heindel

Allen W. Heinemann &
William Borden

Michael E Hillbruner

Stephanie & Allen Hochfelder

Mrs. Marion Hoffman

Elizabeth Holding

Stephen D. Holmes

Edith A. Holst

Mary & Jim Houston

H. Eileen Howard &
Marshall Weinberg®

Sarah & William Hufford

Kenneth N. Hughes

Michael Huskey

Cpt. Bernardo lorgulescu, USMC
Memorial Fund

Merle Jacob

J. Jeffrey Jaglois

Edgar D. Jannotta

Stanley J. Janowiak

Dr. & Mrs. Todd & Peggy Janus

Barbara Joabson

°Deceased
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Diane & Alan Johnson
John Arthur Johnson
Ronald B. Johnson
Roy A. & Sarah C. Johnson
Barbara Mair Jones
Mr. Theodore Kalogeresis
Wayne S. & Lenore M. Kaplan
Kerma & John Karoly
Kenneth Kelling
Chuck & Kathy Killman
Diana Hunt King
Mary King
R. William Klein, Jr.
Laura & LeRoy Klemt
J. Peter Kline
Helen Kohr
Judith Kolata
Edward & Adrienne Kolb
Susan Kryl
Barbara A. Kummerer, in memory
of Thomas H. Kummerer
John C. & Carol Anderson Kunze
Axel Kunzmann & Bruce J. Nelson
Mary S. Kurz
Larry Lapidus
Barbara K. Larsen
Angela Larson &
Bamshad Mobasher

Thomas & Annelise Lawson

Henrietta Leary

Gloria & Donald LeBoyer

Dr. & Mrs. Andrew O. Lewicky

Pamela Forbes Lieberman

Mrs. Paul Lieberman

Carole F. Liebson

Carol L. Linne

Candace Broecker Loftus

Doris C. Lorz

Carolyn Lovering

David and Bernadette Lowum

Carlotta & Ronald Lucchesi

Dorette PS Luke

William & Terry Maher

James C. & Suzette M. Mahneke

Mr. & Mrs.° Nicholas Malatesta

Jeanne Randall Malkin

Ann Chassin Mallow

Jennifer J. Malpass

Dr.° & Mrs. Karl Lee Manders

Allison R. Manley

Daniel T. Manoogian

Daniel F Marselle

Judy Marth

Mrs. Elizabeth Upjohn Mason

Dr. Christine Winter Massie &
James Massie

Take your place

Michael P. Mayer

Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Mayer
Michael M. & Diane Mazurczak
Mrs. David McCandless

James G. & Laura G. McCormick
Gia & Paul McDermott

William E. McHugh

Bill McVey

Martina M. Mead

Mr. & Mrs. Leland V. Meader
Bill Melamed

Dr.° & Mrs. Jack L. Melamed

Mr. & Mrs. Peter M. Mesrobian
Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Meyers
Regina Mezydlo

Pauline Michael

Barbara Terman Michaels
Margaret & Craig Milkint
Michael Miller & Sheila Naughten
Susan M. Miller

Mr. & Mrs. William A. Miller
Edward S.° & Barbara L. Mills
Martha A. Mills

Vlasta A. “Vee” Minarich

David & Justine K. Mintzer
BettyAnn Mocek & Adam R. Walker
Robert & Lois Moeller

Dr. Virginia Saft Mond

e——

Dr. Ann H. Montague
Drs. Bill° & Elaine Moor
Allan & Elaine Muchin
Julia Garrofe Munoz
Mr. & Mrs. Michael E. Murphy
Ms. Diana K. Myers
Tom Myles
David J.° & Dolores D. Nelson
John H. Nelson
Edward & Gayla Nieminen
Zehava L. Noah
Renate P. Norum
Patricia A. Noska
Linda Moses Novak
Margo & Michael Oberman
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Olson
Virginia O'Neill
David & Sheila Ormesher
Jonathan Orser
Gerald L. Padbury
John & Dawn Palmer
Joan L. Pantsios
Robert W. Parsons, M.D.
George R. Paterson &

Allen J. Frantzen
Donald Peck
George Pepper, M.D
Sunday & Charles Perry

°Deceased

with a personalized brass plaque at: ’rhe seat of 'your choosmg.
It's the perfect way to celebrate an event, remember
a loved one, or simply commemorate your love of Lyric.

Learn more at lyricopera.org/nameaseat.
or call 312.827.5686.

Ll

Todd Rosenberg
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Susanne P. Petersson

Shirley Pfenning

Genevieve M. Phelps

Karen & Dick Pigott

Robert M. Pine

Louis A. Pitschmann &
Lillian A. Clark

John J. W. Plampin

Drs. Alan® & Carol Pohl

Ms. Lois Polakoff

D. Elizabeth Price

Nathaniel W. Pusey

Dr. Sondra C. Rabin

Mary Raffetto-Robins

Stanley Ransom

Roberta Lyn Anderson Rains

Dorothy V. Ramm

Stanley Ransom

Linda Raschke

Christina Rashid

Mr. & Mrs. Keith A. Reed

Kenneth Reid

Michael & Susan “Holly” Reiter

Jennie M. Righeimer

Charles & Marilynn Rivkin

Sylvie Romanowski

James & Janet® Rosenbaum

J. Kenneth & Susan T. Rosko

Anthony & Chatka Ruggiero

Joseph C. Russo

Dennis Ryan

Louise M. Ryssmann

Eugene Rzym, in memory of
Adaline Rzym

David Sachs

Mary Ann Sadilek

Suzanne & William® Samuels

Mary Ann & Bob Savard

Dr. & Mrs. Anthony J. Schaeffer

Mary T. Schafer

Mrs. Philip H. Schaff, Jr.

Margaret Schermerhorn

Douglas M. Schmidt

Franklin Schmidt

Martha P. Schneider

Ms. Frances A. Schrader

Dr. Itai Seggev

Donald Seibert

Curt Shaffer® & Margaret Orbon

Sandra Shane-DuBow

Amy H. Shapiro, Ph.D.

Sherie Coren Shapiro

Charles Chris Shaw

Mr. & Mrs. Gordon M. Shaw

David Shayne

Jared Shlaes

Larry G. Simpson

Dr. Ira Singer

Margles Singleton

Thomas G. Sinkovic

Craig Sirles

John A. Smetanka

Dennis R. & Patricia M. Smith

Norman & Mirella Smith

Mr. Reeves E. Smith

Joan M. Solbeck

Mary Soleiman

Philip & Sylvia® Spertus

Ms. Gay K. Stanek

James Staples

Sherie B. Stein

Michael Steinberg &
Salme Harju Steinberg

J. Allyson Stern

Lisbeth Cherniack Stiffel

Mr. & Mrs.® James P. Stirling

Carol A. Stitzer & Marshall Marcus

Clara Basch Stone

Dr. & Mrs.° Peter W. Stonebraker

Mary Stowell

Daniel & Norene Stucka

Mr.° & Mrs. Glenn L. Stuffers

Emily J. Su

Sherwin A. Swartz

Mr. Charles A. Tausche

Mr.° & Mrs. John C. Telander

Cheryl Lorelle Thaxton

L. Kristofer Thomsen

Carla M. Thorpe

Karen Hletko Tiersky

Myron Tiersky

Jacqueline Tilles

Lawrence E. Timmins

Mrs. William C. Tippens

Paula Turner

Robert & Gloria Turner

Paul & Judith Tuszynski

Ultmann Family Charitable
Remainder Unitrust

Cynthia Vahlkamp & Robert Kenyon
Charitable Trust

Mike & Mary Valeanu

Marlene A. Van Skike

Lorraine & Dave Vander Ark

David J. Varnerin

Nancy Johnson Vazzano

Raita Vilnins

Malcolm V. Vye, M.D.

Albert Walavich

Cheryl Walczak, M.D.

Darcy Lynn Walker

Gary T. Walther

Stephen & Karen Walton

Albert Wang

Barbara M. Wanke

Louella Krueger Ward

Diane M. Weber

Dr. Catherine L. Webb

Karl Wechter

Patricia M. Wees

Claude M. Weil

Eric Weimer

Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Weinberg
Joan & Marco® Weiss
Joanna L. Weiss

Mrs. Robert G. Weiss

Mrs. Melville W. Wendell
Sandra Wenner

Jane B. White

Claudia Winkler

Nora Winsberg

Mr. David Winter

Florence Winters

Brien & Cathy Wloch

Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wood 11
Mrs. William Wunder

Daniel R. Zillmann

ESTATE GIFTS

The following estates have
generously provided gifts of
bequests and other planned gifts
to Lyric. Due to space limitations,
listings include only planned gifts
received in the past three years
and is current as of September 1,
2024. With deepest regards, Lyric
commemorates and remembers
those departed Lyric patrons who
have honored us with these most-
profound commitments.

James S. & Mary-Louise Aagaard

Carol A. Abrioux

Judith Anderson

Ross C. Anderson

Dorothy Avedisian

Dr. Michael O. Blackstone

Dr. Gregory L. Boshart &
Dr. William R. Lawrence

Judy Bober

Joan Brugger

Dr. Mary Louise Hirsh Burger &
Mr. William Burger

Wiley Caldwell

Irma M. Caprioli

David Carpenter

Henry J. Carson

Charles Putnam Case

Ellen Clasen

James Compton

Louise H. Curry

Victoria Defty

Azile Dick

Thomas Doran

Richard L. Eastline

Barbara Faber

Nadine Ferguson

Roy Fisher

Rhoda & Henry Frank

For more information about becoming an Ardis Krainik Society member and the related levels and benetfits associated,
contact Mike Biver, Senior Director of Gift Planning, at 312.827.5655 or mbiver@lyricopera.org.

Mary Patricia Gannon

Lyle Gillman

John R. Grimes

Carolyn Hallman

Mary Elizabeth Mako Helbert

Elsie Heyler

Rebecca Jarabak

Judy Jasper

Janet Jones

Dr. Anne Juhasz

Jack Kanuk & Richard Foster

Robert & Jeanne Kapoun

Neil King

Nancy W. Knowles

David F. Kunca

Gerald Lee

Nancy R. Levi

Rosalie Loeding

Hugo Lorenz

Edward Mack

Dr. Alexis W. Maier Trust

Iris Maiter

Bella G. Malis

Mrs. John Jay Markham

Robert Marks

Nancy Lauter McDougal

Dr. Jack Melamed

Susan Messinger

Gerry M. Miller

J. Clifford Moos

Rosemary Murgas

Florence C. Norstrom

Louis A. Nyman

Irma Parker

Dr. Frances Pietch

Sherrie Kahn Reddick

Mary Lee Reed

Evelyn R. Richer

Carol Roberts

Jadwiga Roguska-Kyts, M.D.,
in memory of Robert Kyts

Richard P. Schieler

Lois Schmidt

Caroline Seabright

Lois B. Siegel

Joanne Silver

Elaine Soter

Suzanne & Karl Stein

Miriam Swanson

David Thurn

Maureen Tokar

Mr. & Mrs. J. W. Van Gorkom

Dorothy Vance

Joseph & Elizabeth Walczak

Marilee Wehman

Caroline Wheeler

Max & Joyce Wildman

Bonnie Zeitlin

Rita Zralek

°Deceased
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Corporate partnership

Lyric appreciates the generosity of its corporate partners.

Abbott
WILLKIE Abbof MO

TWILLKIE FARR & GALLAGIFR

American\ .
$100,000 to $249,999 Airlines ‘

ANDREWS 1T
CIBCO KIRKLAND & ELLs  Lopank

Invenergy

$25,000 to $34,999
ANONYMOUS
$75,000 to $99,999

Cabrera Capital
ACN Fr, NORTHERN
L/ TRUsT

ComéEd, an Exelon Company

CNA Feliowes

JENNER&BLOCK L

-,

League of Chicago Theatres

V] Sipi
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DISTINGUISHED
PATRON

$10,000 to $14,999

Amsted Industries Foundation
Henry Crown & Company
Mayer Brown LLP

PATRON

$5,000 to $9.999

BNSF Railway Foundation
Italian Village Restaurants

PARTNER

$4,000 to $4,999

Fifth Third Bank

Howard & Howard Attorneys
PLLC

Sahara Enterprises, Inc.

DEVOTEE

$3,000 to $3,999

American Agricultural
Insurance Company

AFICIONADO

$1,000 to $1,999

Concierge Unlimited
International

MATCHING GIFTS

Bulley & Andrews

IBM Corporation

ITW Foundation

Invenergy

Invesco QQQ

John D. & Catherine T.
MacArthur Foundation

JPMorgan Chase Foundation

Kirkland & Ellis Foundation

The Pledgeling Foundation

PNC Foundation

Polk Bros. Foundation

United Way Metro Chicago

US Bank

SPECIAL THANKS IN-KIND GIFTS
American Airlines for its American Airlines
42-year partnership as the Bittersweet
Official Airline of Lyric Opera Coco Pazzo

of Chicago. Ember Technologies, Inc.
Greater Chicago Food

Willkie Farr & Gallagher and Depository

Craig C. Martin, Chairman, HMS Media

Dr. Sara Junya

Shure Incorporated

Mr. & Mrs. Alejandro Silva

Robert and Penelope Steiner
Family Foundation

Midwest, for the firm’s pro
bono legal services throughout
the year.

Warner Classics as the Official
Education and Promotion
Music Provider. Lyric Opera of Chicago
acknowledges support from

the Illinois Arts Council.

Lyric Opera of Chicago is a
member of OPERA America.

To learn more about corporate partnership opportunities, please contact Bryan Hulscher,
Philanthropy Officer, Institutional Partnerships at bhulscher@lyricopera.org or 312.827.5692.

This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by July 31, 2024.

CAPITAL GIFTS

Lyric is deeply grateful to the following donors for recent capital pledges and gifts that enhance the patron experience,
maintain the beauty of our landmark opera house, and enable the magic on our stage.

Irma Parker Estate

Elevator renovation project through
the Capital Improvement Initiative Fund

Anonymous

Theatre seat renovation through
the Patron Accessibility Initiative

Jack and Peggy Crowe

Glass curtain project for enhanced
climate control for patron comfort
through the Capital Improvement
Initiative Fund

Lyric
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|
Aria Society

Lyric recognizes and appreciates gifts made by generous individuals,
foundations, and government organizations.

$1,000,000 and above

AN ANONYMOUS
DONOR

(.
Julie & Roger Baskes Mrs. John V. Crowe

THE NEGAUNEE
FOUNDATION

Robert and Penelope Steiner
Family Foundation

$500,000 to $999,999

AN ANONYMOUS
DONOR

The Butler Family Foundation The Crown Family
John & Alice Butler

Sylvia Neil & Daniel Fischel J. Christopher & Anne N. Reyes Patrick G. & Shirley Welsh Ryan Lisbeth Stiffel
Foundation
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$250,000 to $499,999

GRAMMA FISHER
FOUNDATION OF
MARSHALLTOWN,
IOWA

Randy L. & Melvin R.° Berlin Marion A. Cameron-Gray Julius Frankel Foundation

BF.

Mr.® & Mrs. Dietrich M. Gross John R. Halligan Charitable Fund Patricia A. Kenney &
Gregory J. O'Leary

e
PRITZKER
FOUNDATION l
Lauter McDougal Charitable Fund Richard O. Ryan Nancy S. Searle
Fred & Nancy McDougal®

SEGAL FAMILY MARY
FOUNDATION STOWELL

Mr.° & Mrs. William C. Vance Zell Family Foundation
and Mrs. Herbert Vance®

¢ Deceased
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$100,000 to $249,999

ANONYMOUS
DONORS (4)

NANCY
DEHMLOW

Ethel & William® Gofen

STEPHEN A.
KAPLAN

Philip G. Lumpkin

Atkinson Family
Foundation

JAMES &
DEBORAH
FELLOWES

Howard L. Gottlieb &
Barbara G. Greis

MIKE & LINDY
KEISER

JACQUELINE B.

MARS

THE BEAUBIEN
FAMILY

Sonia Florian

James & Brenda Grusecki

THE RICHARD P.°
& SUSAN KIPHART
FAMILY

enoowmint: ARTS

arts.gov

Rhoda and Henry Frank
Foundation

JULIAN FAMILY
FOUNDATION

The Knowles Foundation
Nancy W. Knowles®

John D.° & Alexandra
C. Nichols
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$100,000 to $249,999 Continued

MARGO & PENNY PRITZKER & THE C. G. PINNELL SUSAN M. RUDER
MICHAEL BRYAN TRAUBERT FAMILY

OBERMAN

& FAMILY

\ J

Dr. Scholl Foundation Morris Silverman & Donna Van Eekeren
Jack & Catherine Scholl® Lori Ann Komisar Foundation

Roberta L. Washlow &
Robert J. Washlow

A\

I've supported Lyric for over 40 years because to me
it's important to stand behind any artistic endeavor
that’s significant in my life. Opera on stage needs to
survive. It's not a given that it can or will.”

Stephen F.

°Deceased
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VIRTUOSO CIRCLE
BENEFACTOR
$75,000 to $99,999
Anonymous Donor
Paul M. Angell Family
Foundation
Robin Angly & Miles Smith
David Q. & Mary H. Bell
Amy & Paul Carbone
Eisen Family Foundation
The Guild Board
Annie & Gregory K. Jones
Mazza Foundation
Jerome & Elaine Nerenberg
Foundation
Virginia Tobiason
Anne Zenzer &
Dominick DeLuca

MAESTRO CIRCLE

BENEFACTOR

$50,000 to $74,999

Anonymous Donors (2)

The Brinson Foundation

The Chicago Community Trust

Decyk Watts Charitable
Foundation

Amanda C. Fox

Patricia Frank

Illinois Arts Council

The Joyce Foundation

Dr. Katherine Knight

Rebecca & Lester Knight

Mark & Gale Kozloff

Karen Z. Gray-Krehbiel &
John H. Krehbiel, Jr.

Chauncey & Marion D.
McCormick Family
Foundation

Martha C. Nussbaum

Polk Bros. Foundation

Peter Scheuermann

Earl & Brenda Shapiro
Foundation

Rose L. Shure & Sidney N. Shure

Bill & Orli Staley Foundation

Michael Steinberg &
Salme Harju Steinberg

Thierer Family Foundation

COMPOSER CIRCLE
BENEFACTOR
$35,000 to $49,999
Molly & Roman Boed

Annual individual
and foundation support

Lloyd A. Fry Foundation
Virginia & Gary Gerst
The Harris Family Foundation
Caryn & King Harris and
Pam Friend Szokol
Mary Ellen Hennessy
Mr. & Mrs. Charles K. Huebner
The Edgar D. Jannotta Family
MaryBeth Kretz & Robert Baum
Blythe Jaski McGarvie
Ms. Gay K. Stanek
Cynthia Vahlkamp &
Robert Kenyon

ARTIST CIRCLE

BENEFACTOR

$25,000 to $34,999

Anonymous Donors (2)

Ken & Amy Aldridge

Paul® & Mary Anderson

Robert & Isabelle Bass
Foundation, Inc.

James N.° & Laurie Bay

Ron & Margaret Beata

Diane & Michael Beemer

Fred & Phoebe Boelter

Heidi Heutel Bohn

Orit K. Carpenter

Greg & Mamie Case

Cellmer/Neal Foundation Fund

Joyce E. Chelberg

Lawrence Corry

Vinay Couto & Lynn Vincent

Pamela Crutchfield

Marsha Cruzan & Tom McGinnis

Hon. Barbara Flynn Currie

Michael Cushing

Anne Megan Davis

Ann M. Drake

Drs. George & Sally Dunea

Donald & Anne Edwards

Elaine S. Frank Fund

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene E Fama

David & Janet Fox

Mira Frohnmayer &
Sandra Sweet

John & Sarah Garvey

Mary & Lionel Go

Sue & Melvin Gray

Dan & Caroline Grossman

James® and Mary Houston,
in loving memory of
James E. Houston

J. Hurvis & Ann Andersen

George Johnson
Joseph M. Kacena
Endowed Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Neil T. Kawashima
Silvia Beltrametti Krehbiel &
Jay Krehbiel
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan B. Lewis, Sr.
Jennifer Malpass
Robert & Evelyn McCullen
Susan M. Miller
Frank B. Modruson &
Lynne C. Shigley
Music Performance Trust Fund
& Film Funds Trust Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Lee Oberlander
Julian Oettinger
Drs. Olufunmilayo &
Christopher Olopade
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Osborn
Anna Paglia
Ingrid Peters
Karen Petitte
D. Elizabeth Price
Hartley Rogers & Amy Falls
Betsy & Andy Rosenfield
Sage Foundation
George Sargent
Barbara & Barre Seid
Foundation
Charles & M. R. Shapiro
Foundation, Inc.
llene & Michael Shaw
Charitable Trust
Richard W. Shepro &
Lindsay E. Roberts
Dr. Ross Slotten & Ted A. Grady
Jennifer L. Stone
Carl & Marilynn Thoma
Cherryl T. Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Trapp
Mr. & Mrs. Richard G.
Weinberg
Dr. David H. Whitney &
Dr. Juliana Chyu

PREMIER PATRON

$15,000 to $24,999
Anonymous Donors (4)

Ms. & Mr. Rana & Albert Baladi
Judith Barnard & Michael Fain
C. Bekerman, M.D.

Brunnhilde Bell

Santino Bibbo

Mr. & Mrs. Merrill E. Blau

Dr.° & Mrs. Thomas A. Broadie
Winston & Lally Brown
Drs. Walter & Anne-Marie

Bruyninckx
Rosemarie & Dean L. Buntrock
Ann Coleman
Sarah Crane
Susan E. Cremin & Paul

Dykstra
Virginia Croskery Lauridsen &

Nix Lauridsen
Fred L. Drucker & Hon. Rhoda

Sweeney Drucker
Stephen Dunbar
Nancy & Bernard Dunkel
Erika Erich
Peter® & Paula Fasseas
The Ferguson-Yntema Family

Charitable Trust
Carl A. & Fern B. Gaensslen

Charitable Giving Fund
Ruth Ann M. Gillis &

Michael J. McGuinnis
Phillip & Norma Gordon
Maria C. Green &

Oswald G. Lewis
Judith & Mark Hibbard
Leah & Chris Houska
The Jentes Family Foundation
Ronald B. Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. L. D. Jorndt
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. King
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Kizziah
Mr. & Mrs. LeRoy C. Klemt
Mrs. Victoria M. Kohn
Dr. M.SW. Lee
Bernard® & Averill Leviton
Mr. David Marshall &

Dr. Maija Freimanis
Terry & Eileen McCann
Jean McLaren & John Nitschke
Terry J. Medhurst
Martha A. Mills
Elizabeth Morse Charitable Trust
Ms. Cherilyn G. Murer
Chris & Eileen Murphy
Phyllis Neiman
Sheila & David Ormesher
Marian Phelps Pawlick
Hon. S. Louis Rathje &

Maria Rosa Costanzo
The Reid-Anderson Family
Candy & Gary Ridgway
Arvin Scott
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The George L. Shields
Foundation, Inc.

Louis & Nellie Sieg Fund

Adele Simmons

Craig Sirles

The Solti Foundation U.S.

Gene & Jean Stark

Dr. Cynthia V. Stauffacher

Dan & Patty Walsh

Dr. & Mrs. Peter Willson

Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Wood 11

DISTINGUISHED PATRON

$10,000 to $14,999

Anonymous (11)

Alexander & Alexander,
Attorneys at Law

Arnold Andersen

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel P. Arras

Paul & Robert Barker
Foundation

Ron & Queta Bauer

Ross® & Patricia D. Bender

Frances Berg

Mr. & Mrs. Turney P. Berry

Kathleen Betterman

Lynn Bolanowski

Cecil Booth & Danny Sharp

Mr. & Mrs. John Jay Borland

Dr. & Mrs. Mark Bowen

Helen Brach Foundation

Marie Campbell

Mr. & Ms. Douglas Cohen

Lynd W. Corley

Gary Crosby

Dr. & Mrs. Tapas K. Das Gupta

Cate & Jim Denny

Shawn M. Donnelley &
Christopher M. Kelly

James & Dorothy Doss
Foundation

Dan Draper

Richard & Ingrid Dubberke

Mr. Paul Earle &
Ms. Ellen Rudnick

Hon. Frank Easterbrook &
Mrs. B. Englert Easterbrook

Richard Egen

Susanna & Helmut Epp

Dr. James O. Ertle

Mary & Steve Etherington

Marilyn D. Ezri, M.D.

Lafayette J. Ford

Mr. Steven L. Fradkin

Dr. & Mrs. James L. Franklin

Susan Glikin

Bruce Gober MD

Judy & Bill Goldberg

Helyn D. Goldenberg

Mr. Gerald & Dr. Colette Gordon

Chester A. Gougis &
Shelley Ochab

David & Elizabeth Graham

Mr.° & Mrs. Richard Gray

James R. Grimes
Joan M. Hall
Dr. James® & Mrs. Susan
Hannigan
Joan W. Harris
John Hart & Carol Prins
Lynn Hauser & Neil Ross
Hinsdale Chapter
Anne P. Hokin
Cynthia® & Ron Holmberg
Michael & Leigh Huston
Capt. Bernardo Iorgulescu,
USMC Memorial Fund
Dr. Carolyn & Dr. Paul Jarvis
Dr. Nora Jaskowiak &
Mr. Matthew Hinerfield
Jessen Family in memory of
Howard E. Jessen & Susanne
C. Jessen
Edward & Adrienne Kolb
Mr. Craig Lancaster &
Ms. Charlene T. Handler
Phillip Lehrman
Lemont Fund
Michael A. Leppen
Dr. Zafra Lerman
Mrs. Paul Lieberman
Jim® & Kay Mabie
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Mages
Mr. & Mrs. Robert S. &
Sandra E. Marjan
Elizabeth Upjohn Mason
Shari Mayes
Mr. & Mrs. James A. McClung
Judith W. McCue &
Howard M. McCue III
Phoebe McMillan
Andrew & Alison McNally
Drs. Bill° & Elaine Moor
Allan & Elaine Muchin
Mr. David Eugene Miller
Arthur C. Nielsen, Jr.
Family Charitable Trust
John Nigh
Kenneth Norgan
Nicholas & Susan Noyes
Mr. & Mrs. Brian & Tammi O'Dea
Kathleen Field Orr
Cindy Pan & Eric Easterberg
Dr. Pat & Lara Pappas
Mr. & Mrs. Bruno Pasquinelli
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Pearlman
The Family of Seymour H. Persky
Harvey & Madeleine Plonsker
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Potter
Andra & Irwin Press
Mrs. Diana Prince
Irene D. Pritzker
Alyssa & Burke Raine
Mr. & Mrs. William Revelle

Dr. Petra & Mr. Randy O.
Rissman
Linda Samuelson & Joel Howell

George & Terry Rose Saunders
Karla Scherer

Curt G. Schmitt

Alan Schriesheim &

Kay Torshen
Susan Sedman
Richard & Diana Senior
Surendra & Dorothie Shah
Mary Beth Shea
Elizabeth S. Sheppard
Mr. & Mrs. Alejandro Silva
Ilene Simmons
Larry G. Simpson
The Siragusa Family Foundation
Steven Smythe
Mark Stainton &

Virginia Simmons
Dr. Peter W. Stonebraker &

Denise Axtell
Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Struthers
MinSook Suh
Dr. & Mrs. Arnold Tatar
Mark Tatro &

Margarita Chavez-Tatro
Andrea & Mark Taylor
Angela Tenta, M.D.

Mrs. Carla M. Thorpe

A\

Drs. Vijayalakshmi &
Bapu Arekapudi
Norma Armon
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Arons
Peter & Lucy Ascoli Family
Fund
Margaret Atherton &
Robert Schwarz
Robert S. Bartolone
Mark & Judy Bednar
Jennie Huang Bennett
Patrick J. Bitterman
Michael Boykins &
Charise Studesville
Mr. & Mrs. James Bramsen
Linda & Peter Bynoe
Ray Capitanini
Chapters” Executive Board
Mrs. Warren M. Choos
Thomas A. Clancy &
Dana I. Green
Heinke K. Clark
Ms. Nancy J. Clawson
Jane B. Colman
Dr. Peter & Beverly Ann Conroy
Francesca Cornelli
Elaine K. Cue

Thank you, Lyric Opera of Chicago,
for being a part of the soundtrack
of my life for decades”

Patrick G.

Mr. Michael Tobin, MD
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W. Turner
Robert L. Turner
Aris Urbanes & William Hulsker
Mr.° & Mrs. Peter Van Nice
Scott D. Vandermyde
David J. Varnerin
Albert R. Walavich
Pam & David Waud
Alan & Harriet Weinstein
Hilary & Barry Weinstein
Family Foundation
Michael Welsh &
Linda Brummer
Kim® & Miles D. White
Marsha & David Woodhouse
Debbie K. Wright
Drs. Joan & Russ Zajtchuk

PATRON

$5,000 to $9,999

Anonymous Donors (11)

Richard J. Abram &
Paul Chandler

Mr. & Mrs. Gary R. Allie

The Dancing Skies Foundation

Charlie and Bobbie Denison

Harry® & Marianne Dennis

Dr. & Mrs. Anthony DiGianfilippo

Mr. & Mrs. Rick Erwin

Timothy R. Farrell

Marvin Fletcher

Stephen & Rosamund Forrest

Arthur L. Frank

Don® & Abby Funk

Patricia H. Gates

John Gilmore

Gay L. Girolami

Hanna Gray

Greene Family Foundation

Glen & Claire Hackmann

The Blanny A. Hagenah
Family Fund

Mrs. John M. Hartigan

Mr. & Mrs. Julian W. Harvey

Mrs. O. J. Heestand, Jr.

Mrs. Richard S. Holson, Jr.

Mrs. Elizabeth S. Hough

Regina Janes

Kathryn Jones & Donald Soucek

Vikram & Rachel Karnani
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Nancy Rita Kaz
Sarah & Kip Kelley I
Marian Kinney
Ms. Sheila Kirscher &

Mr. John Kirscher
Thomas A. Kmetko &

Rafael Leon
Dr. & Mrs. Sung-Tao Ko
Brian Kosek
Eldon & Patricia Kreider
Dr. & Mrs. Ken N. Kuo
Jeanne LaDuke
Anne & Craig Linn
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey W. Luce
Francine Manilow
Louis & Kristin Margaglione
Laura & Craig Martin

A\

Dr. & Mrs. R. John Solaro

Joan M. Solbeck

Mary Soleiman

Ardath & Connie Solsrud

James A. Staples

Dusan Stefoski & Craig Savage

Doris E Sternberg

Roger & Susan Stone Family
Foundation/Jennifer Stone

James & Sara TenBroek

L. Kristofer Thomsen

Mrs. Theodore D. Tieken

Mr. & Mrs. Richard P. Toft

Robert & Alice Topping

Phil°® & Paula Turner

Ksenia A. & Peter Turula

Mrs. Henry Underwood

"I am motivated by the impact and
social value Lyric Opera brings society.”

Sergey S.

Andrew Mason
Donald Maves
Gerard & Kathleen Maynard
John & Etta McKenna
Leoni & J. William McVey
Anne McWilliams
Sheila Medvin
Dhun Mehta
Bill Melamed & Jamey Lundblad
Dr. Walter S. Melion &

Dr. John M. Clum
Ms. Britt M. Miller
David E. Miller
Mary Lou & Jack Miller
Drs. Robert & Marsha Mrtek
Brendan & Suzanne Mulshine
David J.° & Dolores D. Nelson
Renate P. Norum
Mr.° & Mrs. James J. O’Connor
Jonathan F. Orser
Gerald L. Padbury
Matt & Carrie Parr
Jean Perkins & Leland Hutchinson
Mr. Jeffry Pickus &

Ms. Mary C. Downie
Jim & Polly Pierce
Rosy & Jose Luis Prado
Bonnie Pritchard
Jennifer N. Pritzker
Dennis C. Regan
Charles & Marilynn Rivkin
Carol Roberts®
Saul & Sara Rosen
Jean Rothbarth
Ms. Inez Saunders
Judy & David Schiffman
The Schroeder Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Barre Seid

Frances & Peter® Vandervoort
Raita Vilnins

James & Michal Wadsworth
Benjamin Wasmuth

Dr. Catherine L. Webb
Howard S. White

Mr. Miles D. White

Mark & Randi Woodworth

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Woolever
Nancy Wulfers

Owen & Linda Youngman
PriscillaT. Yu

PARTNER

$4,000 to $4,999

Anonymous (2)

Barbara Barzansky

Mr. Philip Block IV &
Mrs. Margaret S. Block

John Blosser

Marit Bohbot

Cherelynn A. Elliott

Phillip & La Engel

Robin Gallardi

James K. Genden® &
Alma Koppedraijer

Ms. Diana Guarin

Dr. David J. & Nancy K. Hayden

Merle Jacob

Dr. & Mrs. Todd & Peggy Janus

Ms. Marian Klaus

Thomas Kusnetzky

Lake Geneva Chapter

John H. Nelson

Dr. & Mrs. Alan Pohl

Bill & Harlan Shropshire

Mr. Edwin Stebbins &
Mr. Richard Stebbins

Mr. O. Thomas Thomas &
Mrs. Sandra Inara Thomas

Eric Vaang

Mr. & Mrs. Brien Wloch

DEVOTEE

$3,000 to $3,999
Anonymous Donors (2)

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Aaron
Nicole Aiken-Shaban
Evelyn Alter

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Arensman
Ms. Maribeth Babler
Margaret Baker

Robert & Janice Bastian

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew K. Block
Michael Brazier

Giovanna & Joseph Breu
Ms. Joanne B. Brooks

Ms. Sheila Burke

Timothy & Mary Carew
Christopher Carlo &

Robert Chaney
Mr. Henry Clark &

Mrs. Elizabeth Simon
Penny Clevenger & Ron Jacobs
Elaine Collina
Nelson Cornelius
Ms. Sarah Demet
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Diamond
Marilyn & Terry Diamond
Bernard J.° & Sally Dobroski
Deane Ellis
Thomas & Jean Evans
Mr. William R. Fenner
Gregory Ferro
Suja Finnerty
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad Fischer
Ms. Irene M. Fox
Gary & Denise Gardner
Cai Glushak & Martin DiCrisci
Mr. & Mrs. Stanford Goldblatt
Andrew Goy
Mr.° & Mrs. Heinz Grob
Mary E. Hallman
Mr. & Mrs. M. Hill Hammock
Charles Daggett Harvey Jr &

Yvonne Yamashita
Dr. Allen W. Heinemann &

Dr. William Borden
Dr. & Mrs. Arthur L. Herbst
Stephen D. Holmes
John G. & Betty C. Jacobs
Tod Kovara
Thomas Kuczwara
Erica Kuhlmann
Marc & Franziska Lacher
Laurence Leive
Pamela Forbes Lieberman
Melvin R. Loeb
Sharon & Henry Lorsch
Carlotta & Ronald Lucchesi
Bob & Doretta Marwin

Marilyn McCoy &

Charles R. Thomas
Barbara & Jack Mclvor
Martina M. Mead &

Michael T. Gorey
Mr. & Mrs. Craig R. Milkint
Mr. & Mrs. William A. Miller
Ms. Mary Nair
Carol M. Nigro
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce L. Ottley
George R. Paterson &

Allen J. Frantzen
Shirley Pfenning &

Robert J. Wilczek®
Lynn & Robert Pond
Edward & Leah Reicin
Alicia Reyes & Rathin Datta®
Riverside Chapter
Chatka & Anthony Ruggiero
Dr. Cynthia J. Sanders
Mr. & Mrs. Michael T. Sawyier
Sherie Shapiro
Kenneth Sharigian
Tracy Singer
Geoffrey Smith &

Catherine Stewart
Carol D. Stein &

James S. Sterling
Ron Stevens
Ms. Catherine E. Stewart
Walter & Caroline Sueske

Charitable Trust
Geraldine L. Szymanski
Anne Taft
Robert & Marilyn Trankle
Kathryn Voland-Mann &

Robert Mann
G. Marc & Tracy S. Whitehead
Mark Wilder
Claudia Winkler
E C. Winters
Mr. Richard Wren
Miroslaw Zienkiewicz

ADVOCATE

$2,000 to $2,999

Anonymous Donor (7)

Bill Abromitis & Chery!l
Sandner

Mr. & Mrs. William Adams [V

Ginny Alberts-Johnson &
Lance Johnson

Dr. & Mrs. Carl H. Albright

Ms. Jane Ambler

John & Ann Amboian

Laura Levy & Ulf Anvin

Angelique Montano Avina

Mr. & Mrs. Robert D. Baldwin

Mr. & Mrs. Peter J. Barack

Mr. & Mrs. Larry A. Barden

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Barrett

Martin & Kay Barrett

Barrington & Northwest
Suburban Chapter
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Sandra M. Bass
Patricia Bayerlein &
Michael Hoffman
Mr. & Mrs. William E. Bible
Ms. Bernice Bigelow
Mrs. Arthur Billings
Richard Blackwell &
Linda Christianson
Mrs. John R. Blair
Dr. Debra Zahay Blatz
Ann Blickensderfer
Mr. & Mrs.° Thaddeus M.
Bond, Sr
Mrs. Fred Bosselman
Richard Boyum & Louie Chua
Myriam Bransfield
Ms. Kathryn Y. Brown
Susan Burkhardt
Lynne Carpenter
James W. Chamberlain
Jean M. Cocozza
Mrs. Christina Collins
Stevie Conlon & Sue Skau
Michael & Julie Conway
Gerry & Randee Curciarello
Michael Davis & Art Williams
V Dvonch
Ms. Jill Dougherty
Mr. Charles Droege &
Ms. Julie A. Wroblewski
Kathy Dunn
Dr. Deirdre Dupre &
Dr. Robert Golub
Faith & Frank Dusek
Barbara & John® Eckel
Jon Ekdahl & Marcia Opp
Elizabeth Fanuzzi
Tim Feddersen
Michael & Sally Feder
Penny & Jay Fine
Firestone Family Foundation
Anita D. Flournoy
Juliana & Robert Ford
Franklin Philanthropic
Foundation
Dr. Lucy Freund
Jef Furr
Ms. Lili Gaubin
Nancy S. Gerrie
Lenore Glanz
Glencoe-Wilmette Chapter
Barbara & Norman® Gold
Alfred Goldstein
Michael & Rochelle Greenfield
Allen & Vivian Hager
Mary Hampton
Robert® & Raynelle Heidrick
Ms. Elizabeth Hoffman
John Hrncir
Mr. Thomas Hudak
Humanist Fund
Hiromi Ishikawa
Mr. & Mrs. Paul A. James
Jerry & Judy Johansen

Maryl R. Johnson, M.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Johnston
Drs. Perry & Elena Kamel
Wayne S. & Lenore M. Kaplan
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Kearney
Harriett Kelley
Mr. & Mrs. Joe King
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. King
Mary Klyasheff
Vincent & Pauline Ko
Stephen Kraft
Dr. Axel Kunzmann &
Mr. Bruce J. Nelson
Frederic Lane
Lannan Foundation
Donna & Alan Leff
Eileen Leiderman &
Ben L. Brener
Jeffrey & Elise Lennard
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Leopold
Barry Lesht & Kay Schichtel
Sherry & Mel Lopata
Craig & Jane Love
Dorette P S Luke
Ms. Kurtice C. Luther
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Martin
William Mason & Diana Davis
Thomas J. McCormick
Ann Pickard McDermott
Marie McKellar
Claretta Meier
Helen Melchior
Robert Meyer
Charles Moore
Zac Morrison
Elaine T. Newquist
Robert Nicholson
Gayla & Ed Nieminen
Zehava L. Noah
Northfield Chapter
Janis Wellin Notz &
John K. Notz, Jr.
Thomas O’Riordan
Penny J. Obenshain
Eliza Olander
Marjory M. Oliker
Irmgard & Keith® Olson
OPERA America
Joan L. Pantsios
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Pasquale
Michael Payette
Philip Pierce
John J. W. Plampin
Mrs. Carol Glass Pollock
J. Brett & Antonia Pritchard
Susan Rabe
Dr. & Mrs. Don Randel
Roseanne Zank Rega
John Reppy
Ms. Enid Rieser
Jerry & Carole Ringer
Mr.° & Mrs. Ronald A. Rolighed
Susan B. Rubnitz
Norman Sackar

Carol Sonnenschein Sadow
Mary T. Schafer
Daphne Schneider
Susan H. Schwartz
Valentine & Blagovesta Seng
Mary Shea
Mrs. Charles Shea
Mr. & Mrs. Allen Shoenberger
Cherie Shreck
Bob Sofil
Dr.° & Mrs. Hugo
Sonnenschein
Dr. & Mrs. Eric M. Spratford
Rick Stamberger
Pam & Russ Strobel
James Talano
David Thurn®
Mr. & Mrs. Harold B. Tobin
Manuel S. Valderrama
Henrietta Vepstas
Dr. Annabelle Volgman
Cate & Rick Waddell
Tom & Alison Walker
Joseph & Elizabeth Wallner
Stephen & Karen Walton
Kevin® & Anne Warnke
Louis Weber
Mr.° & Mrs. James Wees
Manfred Wendt &
Eliana Gianfelice
Craig White
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence W. Wick
Robert Winn
Charles B. Wolf
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Yowell

AFICIONADO

$1,000 to $1,999

Anonymous Donors (24)

Andrew Abbott & Susan
Schlough

Karen & Herand Abcarian

Ann Acker

Frank Ackerman

Kathleen & Bruce Adamec

Marijke Adams

Susan Adler

Judith A. Akers

Giustino Albanese

Mr. Charles Alcaraz &
Dr. Liana Tremmel

Carnot & Luceile Allen
Foundation

Mrs. Ronald L. Allen

Robert Altenbach

Celia Althage

Ronald & Barbara Altman

Patricia Ames

Charles® & Mary Anderson

David Anderson

Joanna Anderson

Doris W. Angell

Kathleen Arthur &
Stephen Wood

Nunzio & Linda Badalamenti
Rita Bakewell

William & Marjorie Bardeen
Leslie Barker

Shirley Baron

Ron Bauer & Michael Spencer
Mr. & Mrs. Robert G. Baum
Priscilla & Anthony Beadell
W. C. Beatty

Elizabeth Beck®

Barbara Beiner

Daniel J. Bender

David Beno

Mrs. Joan Berger

Helen Berggruen

Dr. Leonard & Phyllis Berlin
Louise Bernard

Jane Berry

Monika Betts

Kyle & Marge Bevers

Mr. & Mrs. John Bienko
Chris Bingham &

Shari Williams
Georgia Blalock
Elaine & Harold Blatt
Steven Blinderman
Elizabeth & David Blinderman
Mr. & Mrs. Albert H. Bloom
E. M. Bluhm
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel L. Blumen
D. Jeffrey & Joan H. Blumenthal
John & Claudia Boatright
Dr. H. Constance Bonbrest
Marlene Boncosky
Patricia Booth
Donald FE. Bouseman
Michael Bradie
Danolda (Dea) Brennan
Mrs. Marlene Breslow-Blitstein

& Mr. Berle Blitstein
Daniel A. & Leona B. Bronstein
Alan Brooks
Gisela Bronin
Mr. Anthony Bruck
Alice Brunner
Linda Buckley
Gerald & Linda Budzik
Dan Bujas & Mary Reyes
Matti Bunzl & Billy Vaughn
Bonnie Bush & John Peart
Ms. Pamela A. Cabeen
Robert J. Callahan
Greg Cameron &

Greg Thompson
Jacquelyn Campagnolo
Alfredo Cantoral
William Cape
Walter & Nancy Carlson
Stephen H. Carr &

Virginia McMillan Carr
Teresa Carson
Timothy Carwinski
Mr. Rowland W. Chang
Mr. Donald Clark
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Veronica Clarke
Alfred Clementi
Antoinette Coates
Margery & Robert Coen
Dr. Frank E Conlon
Dr. Thomas Conner
Cecilia Conrad &
Llewellyn Miller
James Cooper
Jeff Counts
Donald & Janis Crego
Ms. Patricia S. Crise
John & Karen Crotty
Robert Curley
Czarkowski Family
Paula D’Angelo
Silvija & John Danielson
Jason Dantico
David Davidson
Frank Davis
Marietta Dean-Weston
Patty Litton Delony
Richard Demenus
Jon W. DeMoss
Mr. & Mrs. John DeWolf®
Rosanne Diamond
Lyn Dickey
Darren Diehm
Sara Dix
Mariclaire & Lowell Dixon
Marcia Dobson
Ruth & Joseph Doninger
Mr. & Mrs. Ramsey B. Donnell
Maureen Dooley
Tom Draski
Allan Drebin
Karen Druffel
Mr. & Mrs. Elliott E. Dudnik
Richard & Clementina Durkes
Rachel Dvorken
Ms. Roma Dybalski
Dr. Sherry R. Eagle
Kathleen & Andy Ebbott
Kimberly A. Eberlein
Adrienne Eckerling
Hugh*® & Jackie Edfors
Ryan Eikmeier & Timothy Silver
Marjorie Elliott
Paula Elliott
James & Gail Ellis
Bob Ellis
Peter Emery
Paul Epner & Janet Gans Epner
Roberta Evans
Suzanne Faber
Mila Felder
Henry & Elizabeth Feldman
Kenneth & Margaret Finder
Carter & Lucia Findley
Bradley & Diane Fine
Scott Finnegan
Marilyn E. Fites
Mark Fitzgerald
Ms. Karen E. Flanagan
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis Flint
Michael Flores MD
Nona Flores Ph.D.
Paul Fong
John & Katie Fontana

Mr. Lance Fortnow

Eloise C. Foster

Penny & John Freund

Ms. Phyllis Funkenbusch
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Gaile
Mr. & Mrs. Dale J. Garber
John & Dorothy Gardner
Stephen & Elizabeth Geer
Generations Fund

Scott George

Mr. & Mrs. John E. Gepson
Dr. Thomas & Mrs. Pat Germino
Gregory Geuther

Mr. & Mrs. James G. Ellis
Anna Giannoulias

Gaylord & William Gieseke
Stephen & Ruth Gieser
Joann Gilbert-Holmes
Mrs. Patricia Gill

Cindy Gilmore

Mr. & Mrs. John Ginascol
James Ginsburg &

Patrice Michaels
David L. Gitomer
Glencoe Chapter
Dr. Paul B. Glickman
Mr.° & Mrs. Samuel D. Golden
Jerry Goodman
Amy & Michael Gordon
Mr. Andrew Gore
Motoko Goto
Dr. Steven A. Gould
Annemarie H. Gramm
Claire Grant
Dr. Ruth Grant &

Dr. Howard Schwartz
Mr. & Mrs. Delmon Grapes
Ms. Julie Griffin
John R. Grimes®
Patricia Grogan
Joseph Gromacki
Dévora Grynspan & Sam Stupp
Roger & Aida Guidice
Joseph Guthridge
Solomon Gutstein
Donald Haavind & Dee Mann
Carl Halperin
Mr. Stephen Ham
Mr. Larry Hanes
Dean P. Hansen
Sue Hanson
Scott Harder
Marilyn Harder
Clay & Claire Hardon
Paula Harshaw
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Hartigan
Ms. Amy Harwood &

Mr. Evan Harwood
William & Jennifer Haworth
Adam Hecktman
Sheila Ann Hegy
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Heidenry
Ross & Andrea Heim
Margreatha Hein
Robert Heitsch
Anonymous
Thomas W.° & Helen C. Hill
William Hinchliff
Edward C. Hirschland

Geoffrey & Linda Hirt
Emily Ho
Sandra Hoffman
Joseph Hogan
Jackie & James Holland
Jim & Wanda® Hollensteiner
Bernard H. & Edith A. Holst
George R. Honig, M.D. &
Olga Weiss
Ms. Janice L. Honigberg &
Mr. John A. Hedges
Larry & Ann Hossack
Mr. & Mrs. R. Thomas Howell, Jr.
Mr. & Ms. Gary Huff
William & Sarah Hufford
Mr.° & Mrs. Peter Huizenga
Brooke & Christopher Hurley
Feisal Istrabadi
Adrienne Jackiw
Charlene Jacobsen
Ronald & Bett Jacquart
Kirk, Cheryl & Hannah
Jaglinski
Ms. Cynthia J. Jameson
Judy Hughes Janowiak
Norman Jeddeloh
Kim Jenson & Tom Elsen
Annette Johnson
Michael & Mary Johnson
Walker & Carolyn Johnson
Barbara Jones
Dr. Sara Junya
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Kaeser
Michael Kalata
Josephine Kamper
Myrna Kaplan
Mr. Masahiro Kasai &
Mr. William E Myers
Thomas Kasdorf
Marshall Kavesh
Mr. Peter Keehn
Larry M. Keer, M.D.
Mr. Jeffrey Kerr
Patricia Kersey &
Charles Erlichman
Mr. Basil Kezios & Mrs. Carole
L. Heiman-Kezios
Dokyung Kim
Carolyn & Gordon Kirk
Stephen Kitchen
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Kittle-
Kamp
Frank & Alice Kleinman
Diane E Klotnia
Emil J. & Marie D. Kochton
Foundation
Roger & Diane Koenker
Daniel & Gloria Konczal
William Konczyk &
Stanley Conlon
Dorothy Korbel
Ms. Constance Kozikowski
John Krackenberger
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Krainer
Nina & Jim Kraus
Richard & Susan Kraut
Richard Kron &
Deborah Bekken
Mr. & Mrs.° Jordan Krugel

George Kuebler
Markian J. Kuzycz, MD
Kofi Kwarteng
Peter N. Lagges, Jr.
Laimonis & Kristina Laimins
Elisabeth M. Landes
David Larsen
Harold & Neysa Laughlin
Laurie Lawton
Eugene & Maureen Lee
Michele Lee
Mr. & Mrs. Young 1. Lee
Rose Marie Lesniak-Mendez
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Letarte
Nancy Levi
David Levinson & Kathy Kirn
Gregory Lewis & Mary Strek
Randy Lewis
Dr. Judith Lichtenstein
Mr. James Liechty
Vivian Liese
Katherine Lin
Al & Patricia Linnerud
Lawrence Lipking
Lloyd R. Loback
Christopher London
Diana Guarin Londono
Knox & Gabrielle Long
Michael LoVallo, Esq.
Charles Lovett
Wayne R. Lueders
Lutz Family Foundation
Jill Mabley
Gary MacDougal
Mrs. Diane L. Macewicz
Jeffrey & Paula Malak
Stephen Mannasmith
Lester & Mary Jane Marriner
David J. Martin
Suzanne Maso
Bernadette & Richard Masur
Anna Mattson
Samir Mayekar
Dr. & Mrs. John E. Mazuski
Bernadette McCarthy
William & Jeanine McCole
William & Margaret McCulloch
Sherry McFall &

Kenneth Porrello
Condon McGlothlen
Penny McGuire & Richard

Smith
Florence McMillan
Maryjanet McNamara
Mr. & Mrs. Leland V. Meader
Greg Meadors & Julie Griffin
John Melson
Frederick Merkel
Ms. Nancy Meyerson
Mr. Joseph Michalak
Michuda Construction, Inc.
Michael Middleton
Barry & Sharon Millman
Barbara Mills
Helen Harvey Mills
Vee Minarich
David & Justine Mintzer
Patricia Mitchell
Robert & Lois Moeller
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Phillip Moll

William Mondi

Toni-Marie Montgomery DMA
Steven Montner & Scott Brown
Mark Moore

Lloyd Morgan

Mr. Steven Morris

John S. Mrowiec &

Dr. Karen L. Granda
J. Thomas Mullen
Anthony & Mary Anne Mullins
Thomas Mulvihill
Dr. John S. & Nan D. Munn
Mr. George Murphy
Nichole Myers & Trenton Lane
Thomas Myles
Teri-Ellen Rogers
Manoocher Nassery
Therry Neilsen-Steinhardt
Suzanne Nelson
Gilberto S. Neri Jr., M.D.
Lenz & Eva Neuhauser
Diana Newman
Mrs. Anthony A. Nichols
Nancy A. Nichols
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Nocchiero
Andrew Noha
Edwin Norris, Jr.

William Novshek &

Lynda Thoman
Jim & Gladys Nutt
Gail O’Gorman
Paul & Cathy O’Kelly
Mrs. Virginia A. O’Neill
Serdar Ogut
Frederick & Sharon Olson
Mr. Michael K. Oman
Ruth Orth
Richard Osgood &

Wendy Wasson
Rosemary Owens
Natalie Pace
Robert & Jill Paddock
Sophie & Robert Padula
Luis A. Pagan-Carlo Fund of

The Minneapolis Foundation
Katherine Pappas
Parke Family Foundation
Edmond Parker
Robert Parsons
Bohdan Pauk &

Donald Carnahan
Matthias Grosse Perdekamp
Caren Perlmuter
Rita Petretti
Lorna & Ellard Pfaelzer
William & Meg Phelan
Ms. Constance Philipps
Joseph & Golnar Phillips
Lyneta Grap Piela
Thomas & Susan Pigott
Mr. John C. Pintozzi
Dr. Joe Piszczor
Mrs. Charlene Posner &

Mr. Richard Posner

Gail S. Prins & Alice S. Wisse
Joseph & Kimberly Pyle
Mr. David Quell
John & Jeaneane Quinn
Roberta Lyn Anderson Rains
Dorothy V. Ramm
Jeffery Rappin
Dr. & Mrs. Pradeep Rattan
Missy Ravid
Cheryl Rayner
Ross & Mary Read
James T. & Karen C. Reid
Alicia & Myron Resnick
Robert Rhea
Mary Jo Rice
Dr. & Mrs. Jared Robins
Mary Raffetto-Robins
Elizabeth Rochford
Gabriel & Beth Rodriguez
Anita Rogers
Robert Rogers
Matthew Roob
Burton X. & Sheli Rosenberg
Babette Rosenthal
Ron & Linda Rosenthal
Dr. Marsha & Dr. Robert Rosner
Mrs. & Mr. Kay C. Rossiter
Maija Rothenberg
Caroline Rothstein
Barbara Ruben
Drs. Cynthia & Gary Ruoff
Robert Rush
Anthony & Charlotte Rusnak
John Sagos
Sharon Salveter &
Stephan Meyer
Judith Sandstrom & Peter Kohn
JF Sarwark MD & Ann Herring
Gary Saunders
Robert & Mary Ann Savard
Patricia Schaefer
Anthony & Kathleen Schaeffer
Eric & Margaret Scheyer
Thomas Schiller
James Schindler
Mrs. Rosita M. Schloss
Nancy Schmitt
Michelle H. Schultz MD
George & Deborah Schulz
Edward & Irma Schwartz,
Michael Schwartz,
Lisa Schwartz, David
Schwartz & Marcy Miller
Mr. & Mrs. John E. Scully
Todd & Maggie Searle
Dr. Itai Seggev &
Dr. Dara Goldman®
David Shapiro
Jane A. Shapiro
Charlotte & James® Shea
Kate Sheehan
Thomas & Pamela Sheffield
Mark & Ellen Sheppard
Christine Sheremeta
David Sherman

Thomas Shields
Eun Shim
Ms. Shannon Shin
Carolyn M. Short
Dr. & Mrs. Kenneth Siegel
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas A. Silberman
Margles Singleton
Arthur B. Smith, Jr. &
Tracey L. Truesdale
Barbara Smith &
Timothy Burroughs
Mr. Reeves E. Smith
Mary Meyer Smits®
David & Susan Snyder
Sunghee Sohn
S. & Anda Sokalski
Larry & Marge Sondler
Michael Sprinker
Judith & Peter Stanton
Charles & Joan Staples
Tessa Stark

A\

Elizabeth Van Ness

Marlene A. Van Skike

David & Lorraine Vander Ark
A & T Vavasis Philanthropic Fund
Todd & Cari Vieregg

John N. Vinci

Ms. Lidia B. Vitello

Mrs. Barbara Vlack

Mr. & Mrs. James Vlaming
Robert & Camille Von Dreele
Ms. Lucinda Wakeman

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Walsh
Douglas & Priscilla Walter
Gary T. Walther

Louella Ward

Elizabeth Ware

Audrey Weaver

Trwin Weil

Richard & Karen Weiland
Susan & Arvin Weindruch
Glen Weisberg

We love opera, and we mostly love Lyric,
which we want to thrive.”

Rick W.

Robert & Sandra Stein

John Steines

Scott G. & Beth E J. Stephenson
Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence A. Sterkin
Mr. Albert Stripes

James Stirling

Ralph® & Sally Stoll

James Stone

Mr. & Mrs. Laurence Straus
Lorna Straus

Barbara Sturges

Charles Sullivan

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Tarcov
Oscar Tatosian, Jr.

Bradley & Simone Taylor
Susan C Taylor

Mr. & Mrs. Terrence Taylor
Scott Teissler

John & Catherine Terdich
Cheryl L. Thaxton

Andrew J. Thomas, M.D.
Judith B. Thomas

Thomas B. Thuerer

Myron & Karen Hletko Tiersky
Diane Tkach & James Freundt
Garin Tomaszewski

Joanne Tremulis

Laurel Tsang

Rheal & Denise Turcotte

Joao & Mary Ubatuba

Peter M. Vale

David Valkema

Sharon Van Dyck

Thoung Van Ha

Due to space limitations, we are unable to list all of the generous donors who support Lyric Opera of Chicago.
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to each and every one who enable us to fulfill our mission.

This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by July 31, 2024.

Tamra & Jack Weiss
Mr.° & Mrs. Melville W. Wendell
Peter J. Wender
Dr. & Mrs. Dennis K. Wentz
Dr. & Mrs. Robert D. Wertz
Patricia H. & William H. Wheeler
Kyle White & Lynne Romer
Ruth Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Williams
James L. Wilson &
Pamela D. Toler
Roger Wilson
Betty Winer
Elizabeth & Raymond Wolf
Hak Wong
Christopher & Julie Wood
Robert Wright
Ms. Nanajan N. Yakoub &
Mr. James W. Rogge
Esther Yang
Susan & Larry Yellen
Mr. Charles Yoder
Dr. Robert G. Zadylak &
James C. Kemmerer
Mrs. Alice White-Zarov &
Mr. Herbert L. Zarov
Michael & Judy Zeddies
William Ziemann
Camille J. Zientek
Jacalyn Zimmerman
John Zimnie &
Linda Lewis Zimnie

°Deceased
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Commemorative gifts

Gifts of $1,000 and above contributed in the name of a friend,

loved one, or colleague are a unique expression of thoughtfulness.

IN MEMORY OF

Barbara & Michael Albanese
From Giustino Albanese

Aida Alonzo-Dever
From Roger & Aida Guidice

Arthur Atkinson
From Barbara & Jack Mclvor

Jerome Brosnan MD
From Gisela Brosnan Bronin

Susan Goss Charles
From the James & Dorothy
Doss Foundation

Jim Crown
From Sylvia Neil & Daniel
Fischel

Sir Andrew Davis
From Howard Gottlieb &
Barbara Grels

John Dimos
From Caren Perlmuter

Lyn Corbett Fitzgerald
From Mark Fitzgerald

Chris Goodman
From Matthew Roob

Gloria Gottlieb
From Phyllis Neiman

Dietrich Gross
From Erika Gross, Sylvia Neil
& Daniel Fischel

James E. Houston
From Mary Houston,
Richard & Jan Aaron

Howard E. Jessen &
Susanne C. Jessen
From the Jessen Family

Nettie Mae Austin Kelley
From Alfred Kelley

William Laird Kleine-Ahlbrandt
From Sheila Ann Hegy

This list includes donors whose gifts or pledges were received by July 31, 2024.

George N. Kohler
From David Curry

Jeanne Malkin
From Sylvia Neil &
Daniel Fischel

Florence D. McMillan
From Phoebe McMillan

Armida Melino Melone
From Bernadette McCarthy

Elizabeth L. Mitchell
From Celia Althage

Susan Morrison
From Sylvia Neil & Daniel
Fischel, J. Christopher &
Anne N. Reyes

Michael E. Murphy
From Lisbeth Stiffel

Kate Neely
From Alfred Kelley

John D. Nichols
From Sylvia Neil &
Daniel Fischel

Jim O’Connor
From Sylvia Neil &
Daniel Fischel

Keith Olson
From Irmgard Olson

Kateryna Kulmatycka Pauk
From Bohdan Pauk &
Donald Carnahan

Peer & Sarah Pedersen
From James & Elizabeth
Bramsen

Ken Pigott
From Marieclaire &
Lowell Dixon

Joan L. Richards
From Craig Sirles

Deborah Sobol
From Rowland W. Chang

Betty Strubbe
From Lisbeth Stiffel

William C. Vance
From Sylvia Neil & Daniel
Fischel, Lisbeth Stiffel

Nancy Wald
From Humanist Fund

Sarita Warshawsky
From an Anonymous Donor

Edward T. Zasadil
From Larry Simpson

IN HONOR OF

Julie & Roger Baskes
From Peter J. Wender

Marion Cameron-Gray
From Joann Gilbert-Holmes

Amy Carbone
From Suzanne Nelson

Sonia Florian
From an Anonymous Donor

Anthony Freud
From Barbara BarzansKy,
Mrs. James N. Bay, Daniel
& Leona Bronstein, The
Eisen Family Foundation,
Ruth Ann Gillis & Michael
McGuinnis, Hanna Gray,
J. Thomas Hurvis,
Christopher London,
David Martin, H. Neeson,
Patrick & Shirley Ryan,
and Richard Shepro &
Lindsay Roberts

Mary Galvin
From GGE Foundation

Lori Ann Komisar &
Morris Silverman
From Roberta Evans

Phil Lumpkin
From Michael & Sally Feder

Craig Martin
From Rachel Dvorken

Robert Napier
From Anne McWilliams

Sue Niemi
From The BCLLP Foundation

Diana & Richard Senior
From Myriam Bransfield

Paul Sprecher
From Cathleen Cameron

Penelope Steiner
From Greg Cameron &
Greg Thompson

Liz Stiffel
From Charles & Caroline
Huebner and Nancy Searle

Francesca Zambello
From Gene & Jean Stark

OPERA FOR EVERYONE
The following donors
made leadership gifts to
honor the tenure of
General Director
Anthony Freud.
Marion A. Cameron-Gray
James & Deborah Fellowes
Ethel & William® Gofen
H. Gael Neeson
Patricia A. Kenney &
Gregory J. O’Leary
John D. & Alexandra C.
Nichols Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Santi
Segal Family Foundation
Robert and Penelope Steiner
Family Foundation
Lisbeth Stiffel

°Deceased
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Artistic roster

SOPRANOS
Kearstin Piper Brown
Adia Evans

Ying Fang

Jessica Faselt

Mané Galoyan
Jasmine Habersham
Symone Harcum
Nicole Heaston

Elza van den Heever
Elbenita Kajtazi
Federica Lombardi
Gemma Nha

Ailyn Pérez
Gabriella Reyes
Emily Richter

Tiana Sorenson
Elisa Sunshine
Ariana Wehr

MEZZO-SOPRANOS
Lucy Baker

Maire Therese Carmack
Kayleigh Decker

Daniela Mack

Sophia Maekawa

Sarah Mesko

Zoie Reams

Stephanie Sanchez
Krysty Swann

TENORS

Javier Camarena
Terrence Chin-Loy
Daniel Espinal
Jonas Hacker
Daniel O’'Hearn
Pene Pati
Jonathan Pierce Rhodes
Brenton Ryan
Russell Thomas
Travon D. Walker

BARITONES
Norman Garrett
Igor Golovatenko
Sankara Harouna
Levi Hernandez
Joseph Lim

Will Liverman
Andrew Manea
John Moore
Brian Mulligan
Zachary Nelson
lan Rucker

Ethan Vincent

BASS-BARITONES

Gordon Bintner

Christopher Humbert, Jr.

Kyle Ketelsen
Nicholas Newton
Musa Ngqungwana
Finn Sagal

Wayne Tigges
Alfred Walker

BASSES

Matthew Boehler
Peixin Chen

Stefan Egerstrom
Soloman Howard
Dimitry Ivashchenko
Peter Kellner
Kenneth Kellogg

CONDUCTORS
Jordan de Souza
Enrique Mazzola
Erina Yashima
Joseph Young

Lyric

DIRECTORS
Melanie Bacaling
Mary Birnbaum
Lileana Blain-Cruz
Barbara Gaines
Mikhaela Mahony
Matthew Ozawa
Tazewell Thompson

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

Melanie Bacaling

CHORUS DIRECTOR
Michael Black

CHOREOGRAPHERS
Raja Feather Kelly
Harrison McEldowney

BALLET MISTRESSES
August Tye

FIGHT
CHOREOGRAPHERS
Chuck Coyl

Samantha Kaufman

Nick Sandys

C. Williams

AGMA’

VMERIC RS i II.I'HIr MURHIL ANTITE

The American Guild of Musical Artists,
AFL-CIO (AGMA), is the union that
represents the singers, dancers, actors,
and staging personnel at Lyric Opera
of Chicago.
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Lyric staff

LYRIC OPERA OF CHICAGO
Elizabeth Hurley,
Interim General Director and
Chief Advancement Officer
Enrique Mazzola, Music Director,
The John D. and Alexandra C.
Nichols Endowed Chair
Vincente F. Milianti,
Chief Financial and
Operating Officer
Matthew Ozawa, Chief Artistic
Administration Officer
Afton Battle,
Vice President, Lyric Unlimited
and Artistic Operations
Jennifer E. Boyd, Vice President,
People & Culture
Bradley Dunn, Vice President,
Marketing and Communications
Anna Matitson, Vice President,
Development
Andreas Melinat,
Vice President, Artistic Planning
Dan Novak, Vice President and
Director, Ryan Opera Center,
The Ryan Opera Center Board
Endowed Chair
Will Raj, Vice President,
Information Technology
Maurice Richardson, Vice
President, Finance
Kate Sheehan, Vice President,
Principal Gifts
Michael Smallwood,
Vice President, Production and
Technical Director, The Allan and
Elaine Muchin Endowed Chair

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL
DIRECTOR
Elizabeth Hurley,
Interim General Director and
Chief Advancement Officer
Joshua Carroll, Director of
Environmental Health and Safety

ARTISTIC

Matthew Ozawa,

Chief Artistic Administration Officer

Michael Black, Chorus Director and
Head of Music

Artistic Operations
Afton Battle,
Vice President, Lyric Unlimited and
Artistic Operations
Katharine Gunnink,
Director of Company Management
Tabitha Boorsma,
Artistic Operations Manager
Markie Gray,
Artistic Finance Manager
Kevin Krasinski, Associate Director
of Company Management
Jeffrey Jauch,
Company Management Associate
Jordan Thomas,
Company Management Assistant

Artistic Planning
Andreas Melinat, Vice President,
Artistic Planning
Cory Lippiello, CSA,
Director of Artistic Programs
Evamaria Wieser,
Casting Consultant

Music Administration

Stephanie Karr, Senior Director of
Music Administration

Sarah Cohn, Manager,
Chorus and Dancers

Annika Donnen, Managing
Librarian

Kourtnea Stevenson, Manager,
Orchestra and Assistant
Conductors

Christine Janicki, Orchestra
Personnel Manager

RYAN OPERA CENTER

Dan Novak, Vice President and
Director, Ryan Opera Center,
The Ryan Opera Center Board
Endowed Chair

Craig Terry, Music Director, The
Jannotta Family Endowed Chair

Julia Faulkner, Director of Vocal
Studies

Renée Fleming, Advisor at Large

Susanna McNatt, Manager

LYRIC UNLIMITED - LEARNING

& CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

Afton Battle,

Vice President, Lyric Unlimited and
Artistic Operations

Jill LeCesne Potter, Senior Director,
Learning Programs

Sheran Goodspeed Keyton,
Director of Civic Engagement

Elise LaBarge, Learning Programs
Manager

Anthony Jones, Audience Programs
Associate

ADVANCEMENT

Elizabeth Hurley,
Interim General Director and
Chief Advancement Officer

Gracie Denton, Development
Associate

Development

Anna Mattson, Vice President,
Development

Scott Podraza, Senior Director,
Development

Nate Groonwald,
Philanthropy Officer

Bryan Hulscher, Philanthropy
Officer, Institutional Partnerships

Claire Ryan, CFRE, Director,
Development Operations

Patrick Rybarczyk,
Philanthropy Officer

Paul D. Sprecher,
Philanthropy Officer

Sarah Sullivan, Philanthropy Officer

Kassandra Hernandez, Development
Operations Manager

Meggie Keiser, Associate Director,
Donor Engagement

Tara Lenardi, Grants Manager

Leta Mumgaard,
Manager, Board of Directors

Libby Hatton, Coordinator, Donor
Engagement

Keith Lannon, Coordinator, Donor
Services

Kenni Ther,
Coordinator, Donor Services

Kate Sheehan, Vice President for
Principal Gifts

Lawrence DelPilar, Senior Director
of Development, Principal Gifts

Kendria Perry-Madden,
Senior Director of Development,
Principal Gifts

Linda Macias, Associate Director,
Principal Gifts

Mike Biver, Senior Director of
Gift Planning

Jonathan P. Siner, Senior Director of
the Ardis Krainik Society

Jennifer Mindrum, Associate
Director, Gift Planning

Mandy Hatfield, Director of
Volunteer Boards and Special
Events

Jonah Levi-Paesky, Associate,
Volunteer Boards and Engagement
(Guild Board, Chapters, and Lyric
Young Professionals)

Sara Tye, Special Events Associate

Allison VerSteegh,

Special Events Associate

Will Ellis, Coordinator, Volunteer
Boards (Women’s Board and
Ryan Opera Center Board)

Angela Valentino, Coordinator,
Boards and Events

Marketing and
Communications

Bradley Dunn, Vice President,
Marketing and Communications

Erik Dohner,
Associate Director of Analytics

Tracy Galligher Young, Senior
Director, Marketing and
Audience Development

Brittany Gonzalez Camuy,
Director of Group Sales and
Partnerships

Michael Musick,

Director of Digital Marketing

David Nutt, Director of Sales
and Advertising

Tasha James, Marketing Manager,
Discover Lyric Programs

Samantha Berger,

Manager of Website Content and
Digital Experience

Jessica Pedroza, Marketing Project
Manager

Kitty Schwartz, Digital Marketing
Manager, Fundraising

Jake Friend,
Manager, Art Direction & Visual
Identity

Hannah Cremin,
Group Sales Associate

Victoria Pizzuto, Marketing
Associate, Advertising &
Promotions

Holly H. Gilson, Senior

Director of Media Relations,

Communications, and Content
Michael Solomon,

Director of Media Relations
David Zivan, Lead Writer & Editor

Alana Guggenheim,

Public Relations Manager
Amanda Reitenbach, Manager

of Social Media and Content
Andrew Cioffi,

Digital Content Producer
Shannan Moore,

Digital Marketing Associate
Janie Ragsdale, Marketing and

Public Relations Coordinator

Ticketing Department/
Audience Services
Susan Harrison Niemi, Senior
Director of Audience Services
Achilles Bezanis,
Manager, VIP Ticketing and
Inventory
Regina Ceragioli, Sales Manager,
Customer Service & Call Center
Laura Chalmers, Associate Director,
Tessitura & Ticketing

Zachary Adams
Marnie Baylouny
Riley Brown
Kathy Butera
Stephen Clark
Madeline Curtin
Sophia Formella
Wesley Jones
Maria Kluber
Laura Osterlund
Katrina Perkins
Joseph Ryan
Mason Stahl
Gavyne Stich
Avery Sujkowski
Danielle Vallandigham
William Vallandigham
Celia Williams

Ticket Staff

ADMINISTRATION

Vincente F. Milianti,
Chief Financial and Operating
Officer

Finance
Maurice Richardson, Vice
President, Finance
Whitney Bercek, Controller
Jill Dryfhout, Assistant Controller
Loi Lazcano, Senior Accountant
Faye Eisenberg, Staff Accountant
Erin Johnson,
Manager of Financial Planning
and Analysis
Zachary Kurzenberger,
Senior Financial Analyst
Idalia Andrade,
Accounts Payable Associate
Angela Coleman,
Accounts Payable Associate

People & Culture

Jennifer E. Boyd,
Vice President,
People & Culture

Stephanie Strong, Senior Director,
People & Culture Operations

Dawn Cerrito, Payroll Director

Charity Franco, Manager, People &
Culture Operations

Camilla Fernandez, Talent
Management Associate

Kristy Le, Employee Engagement
Coordinator

Necko Smith, Payroll Coordinator
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Information Technology

Will Raj, Vice President,
Information Technology

Eric Hayes, Director of IT
Operations

Rita Parida, Director of Data
Services

Bill Anderson, Senior
Systems Administrator

Bob Helmuth, Systems
Administrator

Jessica Keener, Systems
Analyst

Facilities

John Yelen, Senior Director
of Faclilities

Megan St. John, Director
of Facility Operations

Kaira Karnad,
Interim Faclilities
Operations Associate

David Jaworski

Ramon Alex Perez
Porters

Lena Sneed,
House Manager

Jason Thomas, Senior Bar
Manager

John Ambrose

Alyssa Bisanz

Daniel Chavez

Katherine Ciesla

Bill Daukus

Joshua Galan

Sylvia Hernandez

David Jaworski

Anne Kuntz

Ashley Manley

Kathleen Parry

Ramon Alex Perez

Juliet Smith

Anthony Sullivan

Benjamin Tengowski

Felipe Valadez

Lindsey Wolfeld
Bartenders/Barbacks

Richard Berry
Isaac Karston
Coat Check Attendants

Stefan Peters, Maitre d”

Patrick Dowling,
Patron Services Manager

Timothy Fox

Taylor Zorn
Patron Services
Coordinators

Lena Barnard
Griffin Boyle
Nathalea Espinosa
Collin Harvey
David Jaworski
Ramon Alex Perez
Ellen Pomes
Cameren Truelove
Stage Door Staff
Paulette Alonzi
David Barcena
Paul-Martin Bender
Dominic Bialecki
Chenise Brown

Nila Cabrejos Lau
Daro Cook
Chaurita Davis
Marlene Delemore
Nathalea Espinosa
Matthew Furjanic
Sharon Gaston
Ramona Hawkins
Gina Jacobs
Marlyn Love
Jacob Malkinson
Lonnie Mitchell
Isaac Monroe
Steven Pace
Eduard Pulst
Andres Ramos
Jazmin Reynoso
John Rosenthal
Edwina Schorn
Mary Thomas
Adam Wang
Ushers

Gregg Brody,
Box Office Manager

Richard Diver
Joseph Dunn
David Fitzgerald
Leigh Folta
Destiny Mack
Jessica Reinhart
Laura Waters
Box Office Assistant
Treasurers

Joe Minogue,
Chief Engineer

Michael LaPorte,
Lead Engineer

Philip Casica
Anthony Fasano
Fred Libert
Brian Laurence McMahon
Bernard McNeela
Kevin O’Keefe
Thomas Setina
Engineers

TECHNICAL &

PRODUCTION

Vincente F. Milianti, Chief
Financial and Operating
Officer

Technical

Michael Smallwood,
Vice President,
Production and Technical
Director, The Allan and
Elaine Muchin Endowed
Chair

April Busch, Technical
Operations Director

Maria DeFabo Akin,
Production Design
Director

Scott Wolfson, Associate
Technical Director

Kathryn Johnson, Associate
Properties Director

Chris Maravich, Lighting
Director, The Mary-Louise
and James S. Aagaard
Lighting Director
Endowed Chair

Benjamin McCormack,
Assistant Technical
Director

Julia Siple, Technical
Finance Manager

Sarah Riffle

Bridget Williams
Assistant Lighting
Designers

Joe Dockweiler,
Master Carpenter

Mike Reilly, Head Flyman/
Automation

Chris Barker

Robert Hull, Jr.

Chase Torringa
Rigging/Automation
Assistants

Phil Marcotte,

Head Shop Carpenter

Brian Grenda,

Layout Carpenter

Drew Trusk,

Head Shop Welder

Bruce Woodruff,
Layout Welder

Dan DiBennardi,
Warehouse Coordinator

Dan Donahue

Ryan McGovern

Jeffrey Streichhirsch,
Assistant Carpenters

Anthony Bernardy

Connor Ingersoll

John Ingersoll

Rory McQuillan

Dylan O’Shea

Tyler Gil Ramos

Jacob Sullivan

Luigi Trupiano

Brian Walsh
Carpenters

Anthony Coia,
Master Electrician
Soren Ersbak,
Board Operator
Jose Villalpando,
Titles Operator
John Clarke, Jr.
Thomas Hull
Dan Kuh
Robert Reynolds
Assistant Electricians
Martin Childress
Jason Combs
Thomas Fernandez
Daniel Hull
Jose Villalpando
Daniel Vuillaume
Electricians

Nick Charlan,

Head Audio Technician
Matt Eble, FOH Engineer
Asiel Simpson
Matt Swiatkowski

Monitor Engineers

Bob Ladd,
Property Master

Michael McPartlin,
Properties Crew Head
Gordon Granger,
Prop Carpenter
Frank McPartlin, Armorer

Rachel Boultinghouse,
Upholsterer

Michael Buerger

Robert Hartge

Kevin McPartlin
Assistant Properties

Nicholas Gutierrez

John Kopecky

Michael O'Donnell, Jr.

Johnny Rivers

lan Scarlato

Vince Scola

Taylor Torringa
Properties

Brian Traynor,
Charge Artist

Michael Besancon

Michael Murtaugh
Scenic Artists

Kim Buetzow, Costume
Director, The Richard
P. and Susan Kiphart
Endowed Chair

Lucy Lindquist,
Wardrobe Mistress

Ellouise Davis
Mary Kate Keefe
Cecylia Kinder
Bryan McDonald
Kathy Rubel
Herbie Ruiz
Marguerite Scott
Kate Shattuck
Ewa Szylak
Michelle Tan
Megan Turner
Maggie Zabierowski
Costumers

Katelynn Barker
Louie Barrios
Samantha Holmes
Krystina Lowe
Joanna Rzepka
Sarah Santiago
Isaac B. Turner
Production Administrators

Samantha Holmes, Wardrobe

Crew Head

Lauren Crotty

Eric Guy

Dawn-Marie Hamilton
Sarah Kovaceviv
Mary Luchsinger

Paul Ludick

Wendy McCay

Moira O’Neil
Christopher Provyn

Crystal Sansing
Sarah Santiago
Dulce Santillan
Debra Schoell
Roger Weir
Dressers

John Metzner, Wig Master

Lyric

and Makeup Designer, The
Marlys A. Beider Endowed

Chair
Necole Bluhm,

Department Coordinator
James Ogle, Wig and Makeup

Crew Foreman
Davis Campbell
Krista D’Agostino
Eric Daniels
June Gearon
Ansley Hughes
Alice Salazar
Emily Santiago
Pat Tomlinson

Wig & Makeup Run Crew

Davis Campbell
Ansley Hughes
Chantelle Johnson
Lynn Koroulis
James Ogle
Emily Santiago
Rachel Stiles
Pat Tomlinson
Franziska Valus
Emily Young

Wig Shop Staff

Production

Rachel A. Tobias, Production

Stage Manager

Katrina Bachus
Jordan Lee Braun

Assistant Stage Directors

Alaina Bartkowiak
Sandra Moore
Stage Managers

Adrienne Bader
Alaina Bartkowiak
Alycia Martin
Sandra Moore
Daniel Sokalski
Peggy Stenger
Amy C. Thompson
Bill Walters

Assistant Stage Managers

4P

Local 2: Stagehands

Local 476: Studio Mechanics
Local 769: Theatrical Wardrobe

Local USA 829 of the IATSE is

in Live Performance

LINITEL  the union representing scenic,
SUEMNIC costume, lighting, sound
ARTISTS ond projection designers
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marking its 50th anniversary this season, identifies
exceptionally talented emerging artists from around the
world and provides them with comprehensive training
and performance opportunities. On the world’s stages,
the Center’s impressive roster of alumni continually
proves the value of training at Lyric.

vl
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Kyle Flubacker







Decade 1: Raise the Curiain!

In 1973, the leadership of Lyric Opera of Chicago launched one of the earliest
professional programs of its kind. Here, the first installment of our ongoing celebration
of the 50th anniversary of The Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Opera Center.

|

Clockwise, from top left: The Inaugural Ensemble of Apprentice Artists; the program’s first Director,
Herbert Handt, makes a point; Ensemble member Patricia Guthrie (1973-74) with Giulio Favario, then
Lyric’s chorus director; a movement class during the first decade; Ensemble soprano Trudy Hines and
guest tenor Frank Little in The Rake’s Progress; backstage at the Civic Theatre, for a 1977 performance
for students of The Barber of Seville.

Birth of a Training Program

1974

The Opera School of Chicago is first incorporated, comprising
10 Ensemble members. The Chicago Tribune describes the new
program as “...the most exciting development to take place in
local opera history since the establishment of Lyric Opera itself

20 seasons ago!”

Ensemble members perform 21 roles for Lyric’s mainstage
season.

General Manager Carol Fox and Music Director Bruno Bartoletti
choose the multi-talented American lyric tenor and conductor
Herbert Handt, formerly of the Berlin Staatsoper, to direct

the program.

1975

The entire Ensemble joins the Grant Park Symphony Orchestra
for its first-ever concert in the park. Repertoire includes excerpts
from Fidelio and numerous Verdi arias.

1977
The School mounts The Turn of the Screw as its first-ever
presentation in the 750-seat Civic Theatre.

Renowned American conductor Lee Schaenen—formerly
assistant to Herbert von Karajan at La Scala and in Berlin—
is appointed as director.

1981
The program is renamed as the Lyric Opera Center for
American Artists.
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Beyond the stage, and beyond the boundaries
that often define opera companies, Lyric

1S Igniting creativity across Chicago.
Through innovative learning opportunities,
creative exploration, and artist and scholar
residencies, Lyric, with your support,
encourages students, educators, families,
audiences, and Chicagoans from
neighborhoods across the city to share their
voices and embrace the power of opera as

a catalyst for growth and change.




Lyric

Lyric
Unlimited:
Learning

and Civic
Engagement




Opera ... delivered!

Opera in the Neighborhoods brings youth-focused operas to

students across the Chicago area and suburbs.

By Janie Ragsdale

“We are delighted to offer students an opportunity
to experience opera through Lyric’s Opera in the
Neighborhoods program,” says Jill LeCesne Potter, Senior
Director of Learning Programs for Lyric Unlimited, the
company’s learning and civic engagement division. Under
the banner of Lyric Unlimited, Opera in the Neighborhoods
brings the magic of opera to audiences outside the opera
house, presenting live performances of youth-focused
operas at venues across the Chicago area.

After a bit of scaling back during the pandemic, the
innovative and popular program returned to full strength

The set for Jason and the Argonauts references the classical and the current.

last fall with a full-fledged tour of Jason and the Argonauts,
an original work composed by Gregory Spears with a
libretto by Kathryn Walat. The tour of Jason introduced
around 3,000 students to the magic of opera between five
school performances and two public performances at
Chicago’s Vittum Theatre.

This fall, Opera in the Neighborhoods will present
Frida Kahlo and the Bravest Girl in the World, a youth opera
composed by Joe Illick with a libretto by Mark Campbell,
and based on the acclaimed picture book by Laurence
Anholt, with Spanish translation by Arlene Martinez-
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Véazquez. Frida recounts the real-life friendship between a
young girl living in Mexico City and the legendary artist
Frida Kahlo. The opera features a vibrant cast of characters,
including Frida’s husband Diego Rivera and their beloved
pets, all portrayed through engaging song and narrative.

“Operas like Frida Kahlo and the Bravest Girl in the
World have the unique ability to inspire and educate by
introducing historical figures with cultural significance
and stories with relatable themes,” explains Potter.
Student audiences will delight in the opportunity to
connect to this musical journey about facing your fears,
learning new things, and the power of friendship.

The tour of Frida will feature 11 school performances
at venues throughout the Chicago area and suburbs,
as well as three performances at Chicago performing
arts facilities for the public to enjoy. The lineup of public
performances includes Kennedy-King College on October
12, the Merit School of Music on October 27, and the Reva
and David Logan Center for the Arts on November 2.

By bringing opera directly to students, Opera in the
Neighborhoods ensures that audiences across a wide
range of communities can enjoy and be inspired by live
performances. Lyric Unlimited also offers many resources
for teachers to bring the arts into the classroom and
integrate production themes into their curriculum.

Stylized perils onstage in
Jason and the Argonauts.

The longstanding program initially featured abridged,
family-friendly versions of classic operas (beginning
with Die Fledermaus in 1994). While this content

was more familiar to educators and parents, these
classic works sometimes didn't easily connect with
contemporary concerns. In response to feedback from
the educators and communities the program serves,
Opera in the Neighborhoods now features original works
commissioned from world-class composers, which
explore themes relevant to young audiences.

New this season, Lyric will be providing free tickets
for all performances, demonstrating its commitment to
offering affordable artistic experiences to audiences of
all ages. “Our goal,” explains Potter, “is to ensure the arts
remain accessible to all and that an appreciation for opera
continues through many generations to come.”

To learn more about Opera in the Neighborhoods and
other Lyric Learning & Civic Engagement Programming,
visit [yricopera.org/learn-engage/.

Opera in the Neighborhoods is supported by Lead
Sponsor CIBC with major support from the Nancy W.
Knowles Student and Family Performances Fund, the
Robert and Penelope Steiner Family Foundation, and
an Anonymous Donor.
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People of Lyric

A behind-the-scenes conversation Whatls your new role here at Lyrlc?

I'm the Audience Programs Associate. We're working for audiences
to engage with Lyric, and opera as an art form, in ways beyond just
a mainstage production or a concert. That can be through pre-opera
talks, where folks get an inside peek at the reasoning of the director
and the composer and the artistic team as to why this piece has
importance. It’s the Opera Insights series, where we talk about what
makes these shows—often set in different time periods and different
locales—contemporary. What makes them present and applicable to
everyday life for us, even now. And the Opera in the Neighborhoods
performances, where we bring performance experiences for free

to young people who might not even have any concept of what a
theatrical work is or what live performance is. Before that, for two
seasons [ was the Lyric Unlimited Coordinator. [ was renting a lot of
school buses—I think about 112 school buses.

That is a lot. And they are really important.

We talk about it with the free student dress rehearsals, and Opera
in the Neighborhoods. They're both free. But if you can’t get there,
then what does it matter? We had a performance of Jason and the
Argonauts [the Opera in the Neighborhoods touring production last
season] in Naperville, where we had 700 students in the house for
the morning performance. That ended around 11:00. Then we had
another 900 coming in for the noon performance. It’s a little chaotic.
Those days are always interesting!

What was your path to working at Lyric?

I started out being interested in music and singing in church choir.
That was just something that everyone did. In high school they
got me into the orchestra because they needed violinists. I initially
had no plans to pursue music after high school, but my mom said,
“Don’t be 40 years old, regretting a chance you didn’t take when
you were 17,” so I applied to LSU’s music program and developed
an interest in operatic vocal performance and music education.

I ended up going more fully with the performance route, in the
master’s program at Roosevelt University. I worked in the Center
for Arts Leadership there, and it made me think even more about
ways to reach people. Approaching music and approaching
performance in different ways. When I saw the listing for the job.
I remember sitting there like, Oh, my gosh, these are the things
that I'm interested in. It's meeting people where they are and
trying to be accessible and inclusionary in everything that we do,
as opposed to asking people to fit into our box or saying that the
doors are open without putting down a runway.
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Any Lyric production you are particularly proud of?
Fire Shut Up in My Bones. I thought it was super accessible. I
showed it to other people afterwards, people with no classical music
background, and someone would always say, “I didn’t know that’s
what opera was.”

What's the best part of the job?

One of the things I most enjoy about the work I do is that I feel were
making sure that opera is a living art form and not just an exhibition
at a museum. There’s a lot of use for museums. And I love going

to the museum. But opera doesn’t have to be a piece that you look

at behind a proverbial glass case, where you think “Oh, look what
they used to do,” and then you exit the theater and go home. We can
continue to grow and evolve, as countless other musical genres have
done for decades.
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